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478 by the American companies. The 
life insurance outstanding when the 
statements were made up amounted to 
*404,170,873, of which $262,201,716 was 
held by Canadian companies,’ $38,025,- 
648 by the British companies, and $113 
843,209 by the American companies. The 
Canadian companies are increasing their 

In connection with the railway news business three times as last as the Am- 
published in yesterday’s Colonist, a no
tice now published in the Gazette ap- 
iication lor a charter is of special in
terest. It is lor a railway beginning at 
Vancouver, running thence to New 
Westminster; thence following the south 
hank ol the Fraser to Hope; thence to 
.the headwaters ol the Coldwater, a 
.tributary ol the Nicola; thence to Prince
ton; thence to Keremeos; thence to Oso- 

„ yooe Lake; thence to Midway, and 
thence to Grand Forks. There will be 
a branch down the Coldwater to Nicola 
Lake. The approximate length ol the 
proposed line will be as follows: Van
couver to Coldwater Junction, 132 miles;
-to Nicola Lake, 166 miles; to Princeton,
174 miles; to Grand Forks, 267 miles.

'These distances are taken Irom the pro
vincial maps, with a 10 per cent, allow
ance lor curvature. The railway to be 
built in pursuance of the by-law adopted 

.by the citizens may form a western ex
tension ol the line, and to get the dis- 

- tance to Victoria from the points men
tioned, we must add 70 miles to the 

. above figures. We suppose that il the 
railway from the Coast to Kootenay is 
built under the existing federal charter 
to the Victoria, Vancouver & Eastern 
company, the mileage will be the same, 
as it is to be presumed the same route 
will be followed. We have information 
which satisfies us that the promoters ol 

-ol the line, of which notice is given in 
the Gazette, are fully able financially to 

-carry out the project. There is also no 
•doubt as to the ability of Messrs. Mac
kenzie, Mann & Co. to build the V. V.
Ac E., if they have determined to do so.
The financial strength ol the Great 
Northern is also beyond a question. Il 
these interests combine, the work, 
though by no means a light undertaking, 
will be carried through with ease.

ZTbe Colonist Sfiner .takes to task sev
eral Conservatives who voted for the 
Liberal candidate.

Local News.orities to ^ve the matter their best 
attention: \ Jfyf* :; "

In a general way It ifl desirable that 
every householder should exercise care 
in seeing that hie premises are cleanly. 
In this way we can all do something to 
protect the public health. We have 
spoken time and again about the '-prac- 
tice of allowing leaves to rot in the 
gutters and in the corners of the fence». 
This must have an unwholesome effect. 
There are other matters of the same 
kind calling for attention by household
ers. By the way, are the health auth
orities sufficiently watchful in regard to 
the nature of the material that is 
dumped in James Bay? We have been 
.asked this, and have no answer to give.

more than half a century,ago in .most 
parts of the world.

IBB PROPOSED MEMORIAL*. Prince Loubi Napoleon Is said to very 
greatly resemble the first Emperor of 
that name, except that he 
beard. It is suggested that the time 
may come when i.t may be worth his 
while to shave and ;Vtart for France.

The Nelson[j
We print elsewhere today the report 

of the sub-committee appointed by the 
general committee on the South African 
Memorial. This report was adopted by 
the general committee and will oe 
reebmmended to the public meeting on 
Tuesday night. We also print a pic
ture showing what the proposed memor
ial will be like, and we think the whole 
effect will be such as will commend the 
plan to the citizens. Unless there are 
some objections to the proposal, which 
have not as yet been suggested, and 
shall prove on investigation to be in
surmountable, it would be well to decide 
upon this plan and proceed forthwith to* 
give effect to it.

I wears a The Conservatism 
of a man who votes against the candi
date of his party is more apparent than 
real We are inclined to think that a 
grèat many people in this province, who 
have been calling themselves Conserva
tives, belong to this class. We raise no 
objection to men voting exactly as they 
see fit; but they should not hold them
selves out as belonging to a party which 
they do not propose to support.

B SOME PLAIN WORDS.eoo6i *8i aaarcscxaa ‘Avasaax .From Friday December 14.

Reported for Duty.—Having recovers 
from his illness, Bandmaster Finn ha 
again reported for duty and resumed hi 
position as leader of the Fifth Reg 
nient band. Acting Bandmaster Eugeii 
Carroll has revertejl to hits former rani

There js too much drinking and fast 
living among the young men of British 
Columbia. That sort of thing does not 
pay financially, morally nor physically. 
There is a great deal of talk here about 
good investments, but a -little the worst 
investment a young man can make is in 
dissipation. If only the financial loss 
were involved, it would be bad enoagh, 
but there is a loss of mental force, of 
moral dignity and1 of physical stamina. 
We live in a country of magnificent pos
sibilities. Young men, who are growing 
up here, ought to take time to think 
how they are 
the future in which they will take part. 
We are speaking only of tfceir future 
in this country, leaving any other fu
ture for the churches to talk about. We 
want to put the question of individual 
righteousness on a commercial plane.

COAST TO KOOTENAY.i o-

The ratification by tire shareholders of 
the Bank of Commerce of the purchase 
of the Bank of British Columbia was 
anticipated, but it is none the less satis
factory to be able to recor d It, and also 
to mention that the general 
British Columbia bank came in for 
warm words of praise from the chief 
officers of the purchasing institution.

Ï.
erican companies, and seventeen times as 
fast as the British companies. The 
amount ot the policies which fell dno 
during the year was $7,526,150, while 
the amount terminated by surrender or 
lapse was $27,808,707, which shows the 
truth of the statement that a very large 
share ot the profits of life insurance com
panies comes from payment ot policies 
which never do their holder any good.

The number ot lives covered by poli- GREAT BRITAIN 
dee during the year was 447,377, and 
there were 4,562 deaths, showing, a 
death rate among insured persons of 
10.197 per cent. These deaths called for 
the payment of $4,604,416. Out of every 
$100 received in premiums, there was 
paid to policy holders in one form or an
other, $53.01, leaving $46.99 to go tor 
reserve, expenses and profits, which 
shows life insurance to be a very good 
line of business indeed. During the last 
twenty years the policy holders have re- executive may give a question the

greatest study. It may, after months of 
deliberation and correspondence, and 
after mutual compromises on an exten
sive scale, reach the best possible con
clusion, only to have the work thrown 

because of opposition in the Sen- 
It is an open question liow far the

I
Must Have Permit.—City Superinted 

dent Eaton hats given notice that herd 
alter pupils residing outside the cit 
limits will not be allowed to attend thl 
city schools without permission from th 
board of school trustees.

staff of the
a

There are now twenty-eight Liberal 
senators, with three seats either vacant 
or to become vacant. Two of these are 
held by Conservatives. When they are 
filled the number of Liberals will be 
brought up to thirty. If, as is proposed, 
six new senators are appoimed, the 
government will have a practical major
ity, although short of a numerical 
majority. Several senators are unable 
to attend the sessions regularly, through 
advanced age or othet causes, so that 
thirty-five or thirty-six will almost al
ways be a majority. The Redistribution 
bill wars defeated by thirty-six votes out 
of fifty. The actual membership of the 
senate is eighty, but if six new appomj- 
merits are made the number vrffi be 
efgtity-six, and forty-four will be needed 
for an actual majority.

----- -o----------—
The Kamloops Sentinel sreys that the 

whole influence of the machinery of 
the provincial’ government was used for 
the Conservative candidate hr the Yhle- 
Cariboo campaign.. We cannot credit 
this. Tf it was so used, it is time to 
make a vigorous protest against? the peo
ple who so employed it. We are con
fident that if such a thing took place, it 
had not the sanction1 of thè Premier or 
any of the ministers. The government 
of British Columbia is neither a Con
servative nor a Liberal government. It 
is formed on the Broad lines of British 
Columbian interests, and it is foreign to 
the principlès upon which the present 
Premier desires it tb be carried on to 
have its machinery employed on behalf 
of either party in federal politics.

One of the leading diplomats in 
France has recently uttered a strong 
protest against the policy of Colonial 
expansion. He says that France can
not spare the people-necessary for suc
cessful colonization, and that it is use
less to develop so-called colonies unless 
good commercial results can be looked 

This he regards as impossible un
der existing conditions; and he fears 
that the territory already acquired be
yond seas will become a source of ex
pense apd trouble. He foresees that 
in case of war, the colonial possessions 
of France would be a great weakness,, 
and he urged the government to confine 
its attention to making the nation a. 
strong continental power, leaving expan
sion to others. -• ■

-o- His First Court.—Mr. George B 
Powell, recently appointed judge of th 
.court of revision for the districts in th 
vicinity of Victoria, held his first coun 
at Parson’s Bridge on Wednesday. J 
number of applications were disposed oj

Wanted an Owner.—A party ot boy 
_yesterday brought to the city police sts 
tion two gold and two silver chains, 
brooch and pair of bracelets, which thej 
found in the woods at Victoria Wesj 
The articles do not answer the descrid 
tion of any reported to the police as hav 
ing been stolen.

Successful Concert.—A large crowd 
last evening attended the concert give 
in Semple’s hall. Victoria West, in aiq 
of the junior athletic association of thfl 
western suburb. The concert was mos 
successful in every way, every numbe 
being encored. The funds will bl 
largely augmented as a result of tiw 
entertainment. Rev. W. D. Barber 
occupied the chair.

A London correspondent says that the 
officers of our army in South Africa 
have the highest admiration for Ikswet, 
and after they catch him, if they ever 
do, they would like to give him a rousing 
reception. They say he is a clever, 
plucky leader, and as honest a fighter 
as ever sat on a horse.

o
unsparing themselves for

The committee were influenced in 
recommending the proposed structure by 
many considerations, 
the memorial ought to be something 
substantial r 'that it ought to be in a 
public place; that it should be on a 
scale in keeping with its environment; 
that it ought to have an element of util
ity about it; that it should be, if pos
sible, of a character such as would lead 
it to become an object of frequent refer- 

that it should be permanent, and

AT WASHINGTON.
It was felt thatThe constitution of the United States 

requires every treaty to be submitted to 
the Senate. This made very little dif
ference in the days when a Senator was 
a man of standing and statesmanship. 
Nowadays it* is different, and the result 
will be that 4he United States govern
ment will find itself greatly handicapped 
in dealing with other nations. The

In the first place the youth, who at
tempts to crowd a maximum of dissipa
tion to the first tew years of his man
hood, is exhibiting the rankest kind of 
folly. It is quite true that a man can 
only be young once, bnt if he has good 
sense that “ofcce” may last until he is 

The worst of all losses hs

There certainly ought to be a tele* 
phone line from Victoria to Vancouver, 
with way stations at. Sbawnigan, Dun
can, Chemainus and Ladysmith, and 
perhaps at other points, ?and we are 
glad to learn that the project is receiv
ing consideration. If Shawnigan Lake 
becomes the resort next year that is an
ticipated, telephonic connection with Vic
toria will be absolutely essential.

V
■ ence;

that it should not be too costly. The 
proposed “ Palardeberg Gate” seems to 
meet all these requirements, and it is 
not until one has undertaken to work 
out the many excellent suggestions that 
have been made that the difficulty of

eeived 53.04 per cent, of the amount
paid in by them in premiums. The Can
adian companies, other than assessment 
companies, had in 1899, the following in
come: Premiums, $9,256,570, interest, 
etc., $2,202,132; total, $11,458,702. Their 
payments were as follows: To policy 
holders, $3,801,089; for expenses, $2,- 
616,951; in dividends to stockholders. 
$88,510, making a total outlay ot $6,- 
506,550. Canadian life companies are 
doing business in almost every part of 
the world.

grey-headed, 
loss of capacity for enjoyment, and it is 
the inevitable result of dissipation. There 

hundreds of broken-down men of 
forty and fifty, which are the ages at 
which a man ought to be at his best in 

“Rejoice, young man, in the

are -oaway 
ate.
nations of the world will care to have 
transactions with a country whose gov
ernment cannot commit the country to

selecting one that would do so is ap
parent.

The Mayor has written a letter, which 
we print, asking for a large attendance 
at Tuesday’s meeting, and we feel confi
dent that there will be a fitting re-

They are already discussing in New 
York the names of the probable presi
dential candidates in 1904, Vice-Presi
dent Roosevelt and ex-Senator David B. 
Hill being mentioned as the Republican 
and Democratic standard-bearers re
spectively. We would suppose that Mr. 
Hill has as much chance of being presi
dent as he has of becoming an arch
angel, while Roosevelt has handicapped 
his prospects by becoming Vice-Presi
dent.

Property Recovered.—Yesterday morn
ing Constable McDonald, who has been 
detailed on a number of the recent 
eases of petty theft, and has been most 
successful, found in a second-hand store 
a nickel-plated corkscrew and attach-] 
jnents for a bar, which was stolen on 
Wednesday from Messrs. Pither & 
Leiser. The man who sold the article 
is known to the police and will probabljl 
be arrested to-day.

every way. 
strength of thy youth,” said a very wise 
king, “but remember that you must take 
the consequences.” That is not just the 

he put it, but that is what he
anything.

The action of the Senate in regard to 
the Hay-Pauncef^te treaty will not, we 
imagine, have any serious effect. The 
treaty will simply fall to the ground, and 
matters will remain in statu quo, but it 
augurs very badly for the future to find 
the Senate unwilling to assent to a con
clusion reached after long negotiations. 
What use will there be in negotiating 
anything hereafter with the United 
States? That nation is mixed up with 
the other powers in China. All the other 
nations can reach an understanding as 
to what they will do; but not so the 
United States, which must hesitate the 
moment it comes to crystallizing the con- 

Will the other

way
meant. sponse.

In the next place, the idea has been 
long exploded that it is possible to com
bine business success witli the unre* 
strained indulgence of appetite. There 

occasionally be an instance where

The assessment companies did a good 
deal of business, the amount of policies 
taken out during.the year having been 
$11,022,000, which is a decrease of 
nearly $5,000,000 from the previous 

$129,805,877 in-

BOARD OF TRADE REPORT.

The annual report of the British Co
lumbia Board of Trade is out. It con
tains the usual variety of interesting and 
useful matter, and in addition 28 pages, 
beautifully illustrated, devoted to Vic
toria. The edition is 4,000, and every 
copv has been spoken for. The portion 
devoted to this city has been printed 
in separate form, and a copy in a hand
some hand-painted satin cover is to be 
sent by His Worship the Mayor to Her 
Most Gracious Majesty, with the re
quest that she will receive it on behalf 
of the far Western city which bears, her 
name. It makes an exceptionally attrac
tive little book, and we believe that if a 
large number of copies of it were print
ed and widely circulated in Canada, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, 
great good would result. Very much 
credit is due to Mr. Elworthy, secretary 
f.f the Board ot Trade, for his good 
taste and judgment in preparing this 
Victoria booklet.

Mrs. Lines Dead.—The death occurred 
last evening at her home, 57Mi St. Law- 
jence street, of Mrs. Edmond Lines, whe 
has been a resident of Victoria since 
1876. She was a native of County Ker
ry, Ireland, and 65 years of age. A 
husband in this city, daughter in San 
Francisco, and son in Boston, survive 
her. The funeral is arranged for Sat
urday afternoon.

Trading Stamp Tax.—An information 
was yesterday sworn to by Mr. E. C. 

•Smith, assistant city treasurer, charging 
the Dominion Trading Stamp Company, 
through Miss Murphy, the local man
ager, with refusing to pay their license 
for the month of December, amounting 
to $116, which is payable in advance. 
The company paid their November 
license, but now propose to test the 
legality of the by-law.

Death of Mrs. Casse.—Eliza, the wife 
of Joseph Casse, naval storekeeper at 
Esquimalt, died at the Jubilee hospital 
<m Wednesday night. The deceased 
lady had been ill for a few weeks, and 
was removed to the hospital on Sun
day. She was 49 years of age and a 
native of Chatham, Kent, England. The 
funeral will take place next Sunday from 
the residence, at Esquimalt, to the naval 
cemetery.

may
this has been done, just as there are in
stances where almost every law of na
ture has been set at defiance with im
punity. Bnt let no young man start 
ont with the idea that he is going to 
be an exceptional case. The chances are 
a hundred to one against him. Keep 

If you have

!k year. There were 
volved in the policies in force when the There was a young fellow hanged in 

Ontario a few days ago for killing a 
girl. He felt so sorry for having said 
something to her that he killed her. He 
said he meant to have killed himself 
also. Fool-like, he began the job at the 
wrong end. 
first, the girl would be still aMve, and 
this country would have been saved the 
expense of hanging him.

returns were made up. The sum of 
$1,040,000 was made in losses by these 
companies during the year, and policies 
to the amount of $13,739,500 were either 

A correspondent complains that, while surrendered or allowed to lapse, 
other parts of the city are receiving receipts from members were $1,650,862. 
their due share of consideration, the The accident insurance written in Can- 
.reasonable demands of Spring Ridge for 
-better sewerage should have attention.
JBe says the people there have to put up 
with open sewers and no sidewalks, and 
he points out that only a short time ago 
the school had to be closed because of 
diphtheria. This is a matter that ought 
not to be lost sight of, • but should bq 
taken up at the earliest possible moment 
Our correspondent seems to think that 
-an expenditure of about $1,000 would 
be sufficient for present needs. We 
fancy that the cost of any considerable 
•improvement would come higher than 
this. The attention of the City En
gineer was drawn to the subject matte? 
of our correspondent’s letter, and he said 
he was unable tç express any definite 
vopinion as to. what ought to be done or 
the probable cost, because the complaint 
is too indefinite. We suggest, therefore, 
that our correspondent and those like 
him, who feel the need of something be
ing done to improve the sanitary condi
tion ot that portion of the city, should 
send in to the City Council a petition, 
wtating specifically what is wanted. If 
they do this, the Colonist Will pledge it- 
-self to see that it is kept to the front

SEWERAGE NEEDED.

The If he had Skilled himselfyourself under control, 
been unfortunate enough to go too far, 
bring yourself up with a sharp pull. 
Never mind what other people say. You 
take care of yourself. No one else will. 
If you ailow excess to get the better of 
you, you will soon cease to be a “good 
fellow,” and those whom you do not 

to offend by abstinence will regard 
nuisance. There is many a

elusions into a treaty, 
powers enter into an agreement to which 
the United States is a party under such 
circumstances? 
doubt on the subject

ada during the year amounted to 
$109,746,785, on which $606,989 were 
paid in premiums, the losses being 
$301,258, not including unsettled claims 
amounting to $73,320.

We have very great They have a unique sort of govern
mental system in Denmark. The gov
ernment has no supporters in the low
er house, and is in a minority in the 
upper house, jo read after such infor
mation as this that it is thought it will 
be necessary to form a new govern
ment, is amusing to a Canadian. Fancy 
a cabinet at Ottawâ without a sup
porter in the House of Commons and a 

If is said to.be the intention of the minority in the Senate.
Dominion government to ask parliament 
to make provision for Canadian soldiers 
who have been permanently disabled 
through wounds--or sickness in South 
Africa. This will receive popular ap
proval.

for.
We do not know that any difficulty 

of the refusal ot the 
» Senate to ratify the Hay-Pauncefote 

Indeed, we are of the contrary 
The people of the United

The guarantee insurance outstanding 
during the year amounted to $21,332,394 
on which $92,204 were received in pre
miums, the amount paid for losses being 
$25,117, with $9,904 in process of adjust
ment.

Plate-glass insurance resulted in the 
payment of $69,415 in prèmiums, and in 
losses of $30,618.

There is one company which insures 
against burglary. It has outstanding

will arise out care
you as a
man, i who thinks he is bravely keeping 
np the reputation, for being a good fel
low, but is regarded by those, whose 
approval he strives to gain, as over the 
line which separates a companion from

L treaty, 
opinion.
States,have more sense than to expect 
they can have their own way in every
thing as children. Correspondence may 
be resumed between the two govern
ments or it may not be. The whole sub
ject may be allowed'"'to drop. It the 
United States can afford to appear be-

2,145 policies, in which $2,249,566 arep” the in ^ * £
involved. It collected $19,406 iti pre-' n‘ltl0II^w 066 there is no help

duce results that will bring the people 
There is such a thing

-o-
a nuisance.

Another thing to be borne in mind is, 
that by dissipation young 
the advantages [ with which they start 
out in life. {Oar Western, cities are too 
new to. afford many examples, but all 
the Eastern cities can show hundreds 
of instances where city-hred boys, with 
all the advantages which recognized 
position, financial backing, good, ad
dress and valuable connections give, have 
made a failure of life .because they gave 
up too much" of their time and energy 
to the vices ot the cities. They were 
crowded outiby the youths from the 
country, who came into the field of com* 
petition animated by the old-fashioned 
virtues of temperance, chastity and in
dustry. So common is this, that it is 
said that the personnel of many Eastern 
business communities changes with 
every generation, eo far a§ families go. 
Father is not succeeded by son, but in 
hundreds of cases the son of the lead
ing business man is the employee of the 
country boy, who came to town with his 
country manners and hardly a dollar in 
his pocket. Any man of considerable 
Eastern acquaintance càn cite plenty of 
cases of this kind. There is necessarily 
not so much competition in British Co

men lose all There will be considerable surprise at 
the news of a British reverse in the 
Transvafal, bv-éh though it may not prove 
a very serious1 matter. We must, how
ever, . expect this sort of thing; The 
Boers are yet in the field in parties 
numbering among the thousands, and if 
they are able to precipitate themselves 
in force upon any ot our isolated1 com
mands, they are likely to achieve some 
successes.

THE CHANGING SKIES.

Form follows Cloudÿ form across the sky;
In crystal seas float: islands-of delight;.
Grand turrets seem to guard yon mount

ain height;
Lot there the folded flocks of evening Hey
Here rosy billows heave, and,, breaking, 

■lgh;
Archangels meet,. and dash their satires- 

bright;
See ! scarlet squadrons marshal In the 

night;
Pale wanderers’ lamps the midnight glorify.
In my life’s sky dream follows dream of 

thee;
The wild majestic pageant passes on— 

Abodes, defenses, warriors,- herds, fair 
seas.

Moods come and go; shape thou my destiny,
Thou who remain’st when all t the dreams 

are gone—
My home, my strength, my. glory, and my 

peace !
—ELIZABETH GIBSON in Chambers’ 

Journal. ,

Work at Mount Sicker.—Among th( 
guests of the Victoria h.otel ie Mr. E 
W. Molander, of the Key City Boilei 
Works, of Port Townsend. This gentle
man has just returned from a visit to 
Mount Sicker, where he has important 
mining interests. During the past au
tumn work on these properties was sus
pended, but with the new year, Mr. Mo
lander expects to have operations pro
secuted before spring sets in. He left 
for Port Townsend .last evening.

The omission of the British flag from 
the decorations of the House of Repre
sentatives, when the flags of all other 
nations were displayed, was a dirty 
piece of business, and Speaker Hender
son has shown himself to be very much 
of a cad.

HEALTH OF THE CITY,
There is more sickness than usual in 

Victoria. In this respect the city is not 
exceptional, for there is a good deal of 
sickness in many other places. What 
is called typhoid fever is quite prevalent 
in many points far removed from each 
ether. Whether this is more than a co
incidence cannot be determined. The 
unusual number of cases of fever in this 
city has naturally directed the attention 
of many citizens to those things which 
are a menace to health. One matter 
that has been brought to the attention of 
the Colonist is the smell given off by 
some of the man-holes in the sewers.
We have been asked if the sewers are 
regularly flushed out, and the City ex 
Engineer, on the question being put to 
him, said that they were. Possibly they 
might be flushed oftener with advantage.
We offer this as a suggestion to the 
health officers, without desiring to inti
mate that they are at all lax in the 
premises. Much complaint reaches us 
about the open drains. CaU nothing be 
done to cleanse these? Can they not be 
flushed out from the hydrants? The 
hideous smell from the northern end of 
James Bay bridge seems enough of itself 
to breed pestilence. We suggested some 

f time ago that the fire department should 
be directed to turn the hose on the mud 
there at low tide, and notwithstanding 
the nature of the objection to such a 
course that has been raised, we renew 
the proposal. If the accumulated filth 
there was washed out under low water 
level, no one would be hurt, and cer
tainly the olfactory nerves of citizens 
using the bridge would be gratified.

We have been asked to say something 
on the question of the milk supply of the 
city. Complaint has been made that 
some of the milk marketed here is highly 
impure. We mention no names, and 
do nbt wish to over-state the case.
Several people unconnected with
each other have made the same com
plaint. If it is well-founded, the health 
authorities have a duty to perform 
which will not bear postponement. Milk 
is one of the most important articles of 
diet. Especially important is it to child
ren. Therefore the utmost care should 

»be taken by the authorities to see that 
only a pure article is sold. In most 
cities there is a regular inspection of 
milk, and no one is allowed1 to sell it 
without a certificate from the public 
inspector. This is not exacted here, and 
we think it ought to be.

We have also been asked to speak on 
the subject of
specific complaint has been made on this 
point, but mention has been made of the 
fact that there is really no7 meat inspec
tion in Victoria. We suppose the 
thing is true of .fish.
portant that the food of the people1 general way, for they show how ex- 
should be the subject of municipal super-. ceedingly untrustworthy are the esti- 
vision, and we recommend the city auth-j mates of population made for dates of

to their senses, 
as national good faith, and no nation 

afford to sacrifice it.can -o-
THE CENSUS.

The Times makes a strong argument 
in favor of the provincial government 
contributing towards the cost of a new 
bridge at Point Ellice. It points out 
that the province in a large property 
holder in the city, and as such receives 
all the protection given by the munici
pality to private property, but contrib
utes nothing whatever to the cost of 
governing the city. We think: the mem
bers of the government will recognize 
the justice of this, and that the members 
of the legislature will also dt> sov

Satisfactory Test.—Mayor Hayward, 
Jas. L. Raymur, water commissioner, 
and the city engineer, paid an official 
visit to the North Dairy Farm pumping 
fetation yesterday morning. A most sat
isfactory test was made, a pressure ol 
100 pounds at the station raising that al 
the city hall to 72%, and at the Yates 
street pumping station to 85. As soor 
as the necessary certificates are signed 
the Albion Iron Works will turn tin 
station over to the city. This will most 
likely be done in a day or two.

Death of Lionel Barff—Yesterday’e 
mail brought the news of the death o: 
Mr. Lionel C. Barff, who was wel 
known in this city in artistic and liter 
ary circles. During the Klondike rust 
of 1898, Mr. Barff joined the party o 
wealthy young Englishmen who outfit 
ted in this city, but which came to grie 
on the Chilcoot Pass, the members re 
turning to this city with an accumulatioi 
of experiences and minus much goot 
money. Mr. Barff afterwards joi 
the staff of the Illustrated London New 
and went to Chinai Recent numbers o 
that journal contain some pictures b; 
Mr. Barff, depicting scenes in the Chin: 
wrar, and it was in his capacity as site 
cial artist with the allied troops on th- 
march to Paoting Fu that Mr. Barff con 
rracted the fever which proved fatal, fo 
he died in the Diamond Jubilee Memor 
iai Hospital, Tien Tsin, on the 13th o 
last month, from typhoid fever, at th 
flge of 31 years.

Arrangements are in progress for the 
taking of the Canadian census at an 
earlier date than usual. April is the 
month selected, which is the same as 
in the United Kingdom. At one time 
it was proposed by some of the govern
ments to arrange for the taking of ^ a 
census simultaneously all over the world 
next year, but the plan could not be 

The Netherlands took

B ■Or

The powers are said to have reached 
a preliminary agreement as to what they 
will do with China. Now, what about 
China? Suppose that country should 
decide not to accept the preliminary ar
rangement, what will happen next?

INSURANCE IN CANADA.

The Report on Insurance for the yea? 
1899 has been received. From it we 
gather that during the year the amount 
paid out for losses by fire amounted to 
$5,182,088, and the amount received for 
.premiums was $7,910,492. The losses 
.and receipts were thus divided between 
the Canadian, British and American 
'companies as follows:

The South American republics, are 
said to have in view the formation of an 
offensive and defensive alliance, primar
ily directed against the United States, 
fears being felt that the latter country, 
in pursuance of its so-called Monroe 
doctrine, may seek to exercise an undue 
influence in the southern continent.

worked out. 
their census in 1899, and could n^t be 

pected to take another next year.
the United States 

and Ger-

own as a dysnentlc neo- 
this disease may be ln- 

multitude of ero-called

Americans are know 
pie. The eitnet of 
ferred from the
“medicines" offered as a remedy. They are 
often In tablet form, and have no value ex
cept as palliatives-of the Immediate effects 
of dyspepsia. The man who uses them may 
feel better but is surely getting worse. 
They do not touch the real cause of the dis
ease. Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Dis
covery is a medicine specially prepared to 

re diseases of the stomach and organs or 
stlon and nutrition* It Is not made to 

give temporary relief, bnt to effect perman
ent cure. In ninety-eight cases out of every 
hundred It cures’ perfectly and permanently.

t has cost Dr. Pierce $25,000 to give a?war 
in the last year the copies of his People’s 
Common Sense Medical Adviser, which have- 
been applied for. This book of 1,008 pages, 
is sent free on receipt of 31 one-eent stamps 
to pay expense of mailing and customs. Ad
dress Dr. R. V. Pierce. Buffal'\ N. Y.

Denmark and 
took theirs this year, 
many and Switzerland are to do so dur
ing the present month. Austria-Hun
gary, Belgium and Sweden will count 
their people on the last day of the year, 
while Norway will do the same thing on 
New Year’s Day. France will have her 
enumeration in April, while Italy will 
defer hers until the last day of next 
year. There are a great many other 
countries yet to be heard from, and it 
is premature to conclude that we will 
be able to form anything like a close ap
proximate estiqiate of the world’s popu
lation at the beginning of the Twen
tieth Century.

Cape Breton is enjoying a great boom, 
and evidently it is only fairly begun. 
Cape Breton is an island in the extreme 
east of Canada, just as Vancouver is an 
island in the extreme west. Both have 
the same resources of coal and iron; 
but Vancouver has in addition copper 
and gold, besides being more than five 
times as large as Cape Breton and pos
sessed of more than a hundted times as 
much timber. When things first begin 
to hum here the noise will be heard 
around the world.

Losses. Premiums. 
Canadian ....$ 637,101 $1,183,739
British........... 3,867,212 5,652,228
American »... 677,725 1,074,525
The British percentage of loss is the, 

liighest, the American next, and the Can- 
adian third. It is interesting to learn 
ihat in thirty years the amount of fire 
Josses paid in Canada was $101,638,048, 
.and the amount of premiums collected 
was $148,461,594, which gives a net pro
fit of more than a million and a half a 
.year. In one year only did the losses 
exceed the premiums, namely, in 1877 
-when they were two and a quarter times 
as much. The extreme loss ot that year, 
when the figures reached the maximum 
in the records of Canadian insurance, 
namely, $8,490,919, was due to the great 
fire in St. John.

In 1899 fire insurance to the follow
ing amounts was written: By Can
adian companies, $130,509,195, at an 
average premium of 1.27 per cent.; by 
British companies, $524,980,342, at an 
-average of 1.22 per cent; by American 
-companies, $100,257,561, at an average 
-of 1.22 per cent; the total being $756,- 
257,098, and the average premium being 
1.23 per cent. The average rate of in
surance is lower than it has been at any 
time since 1895. It is to be noted that 
the percentage of loss, as compared witl) 
premiums is lorçer in Canada than in 
the rest of the world, taken as a whole, 
’which means that the Dominion is 
Among the best fields for fire insurance 
•companies.

Inland Navigation insurance showed 
^premiums collected during the year td 
have amounted to $549,854, and the loss
es to have reached $406,359. The fig
ures for Ocean Marine insurance were, 
premiums, $450,783; losses, $361,334.

In Life1 Insurance we are brought in
to contact with large sums. The amount 
^written during the year was $67,400,733, 
~an Increase of oyer twelve millions over 
the previous year, which seems to show 
that in good times people insure their 
lives freely. The Canadian companies 
had the most of the business, their share 
being $42,138,128, as against $3,748,127 

-by the British companies, and $21,514,-

lumbia between the country young men 
and the city young men, but these is 
competition between vigorous

and the boys bom and bred here,

The only inconsiderate thing laid to 
the charge of Mr. H. Dallas Hclmcken 
is that he has taken this festal season 
to get sick. Next to Santa Claus, the 
genial “Harry” has been prominent at 
such times. May he soon be himselX 
again.

new- d?iike
Ivecomers

and unless the latter have a care they 
will be pushed aside. Competition is go
ing to be exceedingly keen ip British Co
lumbia. The prizes to be strived for are 
the greatest in all Canada. Our- own 
boys must not handicap themselves with 
habits of dissipation if they hope to

nei

If the report brought from China by 
the Rev. Mr. Jaffray is correct, the 
powers are spending their time to very 
little purpose. We fear they are doing 
so under any circumstances, and that 
the attention of the world will be more 
closely concentrated on the Orient next 
year than ever.

------------ o------------
The New York anarchists held a meet

ing a few nights ago, at which they 
threatened to assassinate the Mayor, the 
Governor of the state and the President 
it either of these officials interfere with 
the exercise of what the anarchists call 
free speech.

------- —-o------------ -
The Seattle Times says that 16,000 

British soldiers have been sick of fever 
in South Africa, and adds that this is 
more men than the Boers bad in the 
field during the war. May we ask the 
Times where, in that case, the 16,000 
prisoners, whom we have in "our hands, 
came from? „

win.
While we have spoken these very 

plain words, we wish to add that there 
right here in Victoria and in other

The London Standard gives some par
ticulars about censuses which are of in
terest. The most ancient on record 
was taken in China in 2042 B.C., and 
the next most ancient was that order
ed by Moses in 1480 B.C. David had 
one taken in 1017 B.C. There is of 
course some doubt as to the accuracy 
of these dates. The Greeks took cen
suses regularly. Rome made a begin
ning at it in 500 B.C. From that time 
until the year A.D. 1700 there is no 
record of a census having been taken 
in the Western world. Japan and China 
appear to have kept up the practice, 
the former having begun it just before 
the beginning of the Christian Era.

France and Russia each tobk a cen
sus early in the last century, but their 
example was by no means generally fol
lowed. It was not until the beginning 
of the present century that Prussia 
troubled herself on the subject Aus
tria took her first census in 1754. 
Sweden made a beginning in 1746, 
Spain in 1787, but Denmark and Portu
gal did not do so until 1840 and 1864, 
respectively. Belgium has been count- 

meat inspection. No ing her people at regular intervals for 
150 years; modern Greece since 1836, 
and Italy since 1861. The first regu
lar census in Grekt Britain was taken 

same in 1801, and in Ireland in 1811. These 
It is highly 1m- dates are worth bearing in mind in a

Suppression of Gambling.—-A specia 
session of the Ministerial Ansociatioi 
was held at 10 o’clock yesterday morn 
mg. The business before the meetinj 
^va_s what action shonm he taken in re 
lotion to the alleged flagrant violation o 
the Jaw in respect to gambling. The as 
^omatîbn learned with great satisfactioi 
that the chief of police nad strict instrm 
tiuns fro supprfw the evil. The an 
Diiruous word, “abate,” in the polie 
commissioners’ letter to a member of th 
^society, was evidently a clerical erroi 
The whole of the correspondence b< 
tween the Mayor and the representativ 
of the association was produced. Ger 
cral satisfaction was expressed at th 
way the Mayor, had taksn up the mal 
ter. 1 It was decided after some debati 
to adopt a course that would make i 
more difficult for a recurrence of th 
evil -to take place, and at the same tim 
have a healthy effect upon the minds o 
those who engage in the nefarious tral

cities and towns of this province a class 
of youths from whom Canada will hear 
in the near future, splendid types of 
manhood, who are living correct, manly 
lives—young fellows whom it is a pleas
ure to meet and whose cheery greeting 
on the street makes one feel proud to

ijii
ASSURANCE

We have amongst us someknow them, 
of the finest young fellows in the world, 
and the only application which this 
article has to them is to encourage them

Should you die to-morrow who is left to- provide 
for those whom you have loved and cherished.?

ABE YOU INSURED ?in their present course.to continue 
They have the world at their feet, and 
we wish them God-speed.

We have also a word for men of 
maturer years. The force of example 
is extremely potent, but this is not what 
we wish to speak about. Men of ex
perience should encourage younger men 
in habits of sobriety. We are all to 
some extent our brothers’ keeper?, especi-

If Not, Don’t Delay, 
To-Morrow May Be 

TOO LATE______ ___ fie.o
The Northern Pacific is contemplating 

the introduction of telephones in the 
place of the telegraph, for the purpose 
of directing the train service. Experi
ments on several important Eâstem 
roads have shown that the telephone is 
quite as good as the telegraph for this 
purpose, and may prove better.

On Sunday the first train will run 
through the Great Northern Cascade 
tunnel. Nearly four years have been 
spent in making this hole through the 
mountain, whose summit Is 5,350 feet 
above it. The tunnel is 13,200 feet 
long. Jjfc wall be lighted by electricity, 
and great fans will keep the air pure.

Mercer’fl Embezzlement.—George T 
Mercer, the blueiacket who deserte 
from H. M. -S. Warspite and ran awa 
with the proceeds of the concert give 
b.v the Ocean Rovers, under his mar 
agement. in aid of the Soldiers nn 
Sailors’ Home, got away with morfi tin 
was at first thought. Not only did h 
take the concert funds, but also a sur 
belonging to the ship’s mess, m.ilzin 
ever $300. Commander Williams, c 
the Warepite. was much incensed ovo 
the flight of Mercer, and may take sten 
tc^secure his extradition .
- - eeds Widening.—At Mondav

s meetmtr of the council, Aid. Coole 
wil] move that the work of wide^in 
Menzies strqet between O^wetro and N 
aKora to the full : Width of 43 feet, h 
carried out under the provisions of th 
local improvement by-law. 3Ienzie

Endowment and Limited Payment 
PERFECT PROTECTION POLICYS 

are the best issued.
For Rates and Full Particulars, Apply

ally our younger brothers’.
Us, who have learned by observation or 
experience how hard is the way of the 
young man, who transgresses the laws 
of Nature, which are also the laws of 
God, givp those who are growing up 
around us the benefit of our knowledge. 
It is a patriotic duty to do so.

Let all of

f 5ii

>. T.Â. CROSS, GENERAL AGENT, 40 GOV’T ST.
B. a LAND BUILDING.

VANCOUVER ISLAND BOARD OF DIRECTION:
E. Crow Baker. Esq.. Director-Chairman. Victoria; A. C. Flumerfelt. Esq.. 
Victoria: G. A. Barnard. Esq.. Victoria; D. B. Ker. Esq..,Victoria: Ca.vler A. 
Holland. Esq.. Victoria. ■

Dewet’s force must be steadily becom
ing weaker, and there cannot be much 
delay in his. being compelled to give up. 
His northward retreat has so far been 
a brilliant piece of work, bnt it has been 
accomplished at heavy loss.

D. H. (MCDOWALL, CITY AGENT.

BÉflnrrfTW_ . .y .


