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the Governor.

Against
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sentatives and Jibe Mr.
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Mcinnes as He Reads

Assembly Voting Ne Confidence in New Premier as tis Honor
Arrives to Ead Their Session — Patriotic Resolutien

Mencd)\ﬁletﬂ

is Departyre.

The most deamatic, jomal and sig-

nificant scene possibly in he whole
tory of

marked the going out of

latuze of British Columbia yesterday
afternocon at 2.30, and aecentuated the
feeling of the people and their elected
representatizes in the matter of the Goy-
ernor’s selection of Hon. Joseph Martin
as Premier. After the Speaker had been
seated, and Rev. Percival Jenns had
opened with prayers, Mr. Prentice rose
in his place to a question of privilege,
and moved—seeonded by ngt. Irving, of

Cassiar, that .
“PHIS HOUSE HAS NO CONFI-
s .IN THE HONORABLE
MEMBER FOR VANCOU-
TY, WHO HAS BEEN
CALLED UPON TO FORM A GOY-
EBNMENT.” ;
The mover did not supplement his mo-
fion with any unonecessarily extended
h. He merely expressed the hope
the house g:uld ll)e im:umimous in
“adoption of resolution.
a“‘I mt?st point out,” said Mr. Speaker,
#that uhder the ordinary rules, such a
resolution would require two days’ no-
tice, DOf course the unanimous w,}sh of
the house may set the rule aside.
“AYE,” eame in chorus from both
sides of the chamber.
; h'l'ﬁ ‘uﬁl‘ moved by the theporable
for - # Li.llooeg: said M]ré
v v By
e e
senior membe. oy 'ﬁwbm)
tion being formally rea.. B g iahs
. ¥The junior member for Case...
onds,” corrected Mr. Clifford. = .
“You have heard the question, sa;d
Mr. Speaker, “shall the motion pass?
“AY%," again shouted the house, while
the voice of Mr, J. M. Martin of Ross-
‘land alone was heard in the negative,
“Names,” were called for, and three
members—Mr., Dunsmuir, Mr. Robert-
son and Mr. Helmcken—were found not

to have raised their hands either affirma- l'“ed by the hisses

tively or negatively.
Mr. J, M. Martiz voted “No” ‘
! E‘:oes the honoraoie member for
%ﬁ& han vote?” asked Mr, ~Speaker,
fing his attention to the t of
those who had dfiven no ‘expression of |
‘opinion on, the division? ER
“1 refuse to vote,” said Mr. Robertson.
“The question is ome for the people of
the comntry to decide.”
“How is the honorable member for
Comox voting?’- mext questioned Mr.

aker.

“I. too, refuse to vote,” said Mr. Duns-
muir. A

The honorable senior member for Vie-
toria city decided to be counted afirma-
tively: and the two gentlemen declining
Eo voj:‘e were by usual rules also counted
‘aye. :

“Did the honorable member for West
Lillooet vote?’ asked Mr. Speaker.

“] did,” answered Mr. A. W. Smith.
“I voted in the afiirmative.”

The resolution was therefore carried by
an overwhelming majority as follows:

In favor—Messrs. Henderson, Semlin,
Cotton, Wells, Prentice, Macpherson,
Ralph Smith, Tisdall, Deang, Neill,
Green, Munro, Helgesen, Kinchant,
Kidd, Kellie, McKechnie, Hume, Bak-
er, . 'f.‘»qzner Higgins, - Bryden, Ellison,
Irving; Mc'l"hﬂl_ , Helmcken, McBride,
ng{ord, Booth Pooley and A. W. Smith

Counted in favor on refusing to vote
wezre—wM_epsrs. Dunsmuir and Robertson

“No,” said Mr, J. M. Martin,

Mr. Speaker and Hon. Joseph Martin,

of course, did not vote. Messrs. Ebers
and Hall were absent.

Hon. Dr. McKechnie was on his feet

measures passed during the session caa-
his- |mot be made on this eccasion, as, al-|.
thongh you have been sitting almost to 2
day for the same period of time occupied
by the house last year, there has been’

ure to transact the business required in
the interests of the provinee, it will be
necessary to go to the expense of hold-

ing another session before the expiry of
the fiscal year.

been exceedingly gratifying reports of

surrender of Commandant Cronje, and
the relief of Ladysmith, have brought

join with me in praying that the war may

cannot but be tempered with sorrow for

tin flone of the elected representatives,
and Mr, B‘p:uker, who had entered at the
left and stood d“"’ inside the chamber,
rather behind His H

the gallery suggested in mockery, , =~
cheers for MclInnes.”

cally no work accemplished.
“J regret that on account of this fail-

“During the last few days there have

British success in South Africa. The

joy to our hearts, and I am sure you will

be satisfactorily ended at an early day.
“Y refer with pride to the conspicuous
gallantry showa by the Canadian troops
in action. The m of Liord Roberts
must have brought h to the hearts of
all Canadians in a most striking manner
the intimate relations which exist be-
tween the Mother Land and her Colonies.
“While we rejoice over the’ gallantry
of our Canadian troops, our rejoicing

the loss of those, including some from
our own province, who have given up
their lives in their country’s service.

“They have fallen, however, iii a noble
cause, and no higher praise can be
awarded to any man than that he died
fighting for his mother land.

“I now release you from further at-
tendance.”

The speech was read to Hon. Mr. Mar-

ONOs,

As the redding ended, sowm. “iff e

The answer was 2

Then Hig “Honor el away, pur-
taunts of the gal-
re of the assembly
ust prorogued iito the chamber,
eaded by Price llison and C.  E.
Pooley, with a genuine" football rush,
starting’ a tremendous - cheer as they
came that was taken up at once by the
galleries and echoed beyond the bridge,
to-be heard and wondered at in the city,
and rising in the nearer = streets even
above the roar of the fire-cracker fusil-
ade accentuating British Columbia’s-joy
at Ladysmith’s relief. b

“We are the people,” shouted Mr.
Ellison as he reached his seat with a
bound, ‘and ‘swung his hat in the air—
this four-word ~speech, pregnant with
meaning, catching the temper of the
populace and bringing a roar of ap-
plause, - R

“And we must be respected,” "added
a member, filling out the sentence and
the sentiment, while the galleries rang
again ‘with shouting.

The- Lieutenant-Governor and his re-
tinue entered their carriages and were
driven szglﬂy and silently away, thank-
ful apparently to escape. The legisla-
tors remained to put Mr. Speaker Fors-
ter in the chair, and adopt the. following
resolution on the motion of Messrs.
Helmcken and McPhillips: g

“Be it resolved that we the members
of the late House of “Assembly humbly
desire  to acknowledge with devout
thankfulness the work of Almighty
Providence in the relief of Ladysmith,
and take the present opportunity of a
further renewal of assurance of loyalty
and devotion to the person and throne
of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen
Victoria, and to tender to her their con-
gratulations upon the glorious achieve-
ment which has just been accomplished

€aes, and the

to ask that the vote be recorded, and
the thunderous applause with which the
resolution was received by the house and

gallaries was still in the air, when word : !

wasg received to remove the bar of the
hounse, and His Honor entered, attended
by his glittering staff.

Simultaneously Mr. Dunsmuir rose,
and led the way to the lobby, the mem-
bers of both parties and all interests
save those of the new Premier, troop-
ing after him.

The crowded galleries instantly caught
the significance of the general desertion,
zndtrsnnd after rci)und of lclzheex*i {or the

ected representatives of the people rang
through the chamber. i

As His Honor took his seat on the
throne, the last coat-tail attached to a
member of British ~ Columbin’s legis-
lature disappeared "through the lobby:
door, and the cheers merged into hisses, |
laugi)ter and catcalls as the Governor
essayed to speak. g

He sat for quite two minutes,” pale

and nervously clasping and unclasping
his hands. The staff and honse attaches
looked from one to another with indig-
nation at their own unenviable position,
mingled with dazed bewilderment.
. Bven theatrical “Joe” Martin, stand-
ing at the foot of the dais on the right,
in- sogiable ‘company with Private Sec-
retary 1. R. E. Meclnnes, bit his lips in
evident agitation, as he alone of the
house faced the jeering throng.

At last His Honor found voice, and
rising and bowing formally to the de-
serted house, commenced his formal ad-
dress. % e

He got no further than the’ introduc-
tory words-—*Mr. Speaker, and members
of the Legislative Assembly,” when the
bub-hub recommenced.

“Where are they,” asked some one in
the gallery, and the tumnlt increased,
cheers and hisses mingling. g

At the next trial His Honor succeeded
better. - Although he was frequently
compelled to pause for order that only

e at its own sweet pleasure, he was
evidently determined to complete his dis-
tasteful task and -escape from the-sway-
ine, laughing, mocking crowd. The
document in its entirety was s follows: |'

“Mr. Speaker gnd Gentlemen of the Leg-

through the extraordinary valor and en-
durance of her loyal and dutiful officers,
soldiers and men; that the members of
he late house desire to extend their
hearty thanke to General Buller and his
staff ‘and men under him, and to fur-
ther express their deep appreciation of
the ‘love, devotion and bravery conspicu-
ously displayed by the (Canadian. econ-
tingent; that they desire also to extemd
their high appreciation to General Sir
George White and his noble” band of,
defenders of the beleagured garrison at’
Ladysmith; be it further resolyed: that
they extend their deep s o all:
who have lost relatives or friends during
the war in South Africa; and be it far-
ther resolved: that copies of these reso-;
lutions be- telegraphed to ' His Excel-,
lency the Governor-General of Canada
for presentation to Her Most Gracious:
Majesty Queen Victoria, to General Bul-
ler and his officers and men, and fte
General White and his gallant band of;
defenders.”
 The resolution was carried with un-/
bounded enthusiasm, and after Mr.
Helmeken had given all present an in-i
vitation to join in Viectoria’s patriotic
celebration, the strangest scene ever en-.
acted within the precinets of British Col-
umbia’s hall of parliament came to an

National Anthem.
1S THE HOUSE PROROGUED?

Difference of Opinion Exists as ‘to
Whether or not His Honor Com-
pleted the Ceremony. :

A ndw feature in the political puzzle
presented itself last evening, when an
“old parliamentary hand,” in the per-
son of Mr. Higgins took the point ‘that

resumed the kC' i, shall say:
Legislative / awenihly -

Governor’
Legislat

ﬁ}e“. ¥ nall please His Honor to summon

and  “this Provincial
5 mbly is

. ‘”
EmphBSIle com' ¢ ged;enh.y, as everybody will remem-
ber who was there, nothing of the kind

{to ask:

4 Private Bills Mus-t be: Re-Advertised—

i}
: smothered half-
cheer, and then 2qa emphatic chorus of
groans and catealls. :

end with the enthusiastic singing of the|

“Mr. er and members  of

“It s B Hnnor'_the Lieutenant-
s will and pleasure that the
4ive Assembly be ‘prorogued un-

same for the despatch of business,
Legislative  As-

hereby prorogued accord-

was «dome. His Honor left as soon as
the veading of the  speech was con-
cluded—Mr. Speaker Forster did not re-
turn to the chair as Speaker—it was
Mr. Forster of Delta who was voted to
the chair on Mr. Pooley’s motion—and
none of the usual forms were carried
out. ® .
Under the circumstances it is in order
Is the Assembly prorogued, or
is it not? ;
An easy solution of the difficulty will
probably be found in a dissolution, but
the accumulation of ineidents without
precedent emphasizes the long apparent
fact that these be degenerate days for
constitutional procedure in British Co-
lumbia.

PLANS OF NEW GOVERNMENT.

Ministers Sworn in—Mr. Duff Re-
spectfully Declined.

Mr. Joseph Martin and his two col-
leagues, Mr. Yates, provincial secretary
and acting minister of lands and works;
and Mr. Smith Curtis, minister of
mines and finance, were sworn in yes-
terday morning in the Supreme court,
and at onee took charge of their several
departments. ; g
One incident in the process of cabinet
making, unintentionally overlooked yes-
terday, has heen the rejection by Mr.
Duff of the proffered portfolio accepted
by Mr. Yates. ,

In connection with the legislation
dying with the session, Premier Martin
has announced that all private bills
must be re-advertised and brought for-
ward in full form as though the pro-
cedure thereon during the past few
weeks had never been. It is expected
that dissolution will take place in less
than ten days, and the special session
g} the new house be called for mid-

ay.

REORGANIZATION PERFECTED.

Mr. Cotton Succe—e_d; Mr.  Semlin in’
The Leadership—Federal Lines
Not Wanted.

The reconstruction of the just de
feated and dismissed government party
has already been taken in hand, meet-
ings of the members of the party being
held Wednesday evening and yesterday
morning, at which Mr. Charles A. Sem-
lin of fnle, placed his resignation of
the leadership in the hands of his sup-
porters, thereby retiring from a high
position ‘which he has filled with honor
during a score of busy years. re-
signation was accepted, and My, #¥ran-
cis L.~ OCarter-Cotton of Vaneonver

chosen tg sucoeed to the

cadetships : il
0"““‘605 for. the coming caim-
palgt Was then taken in hand, and it
was decided that the party will go to
the electorate as the “Provincial
Party,” definitely pledged to oppose the
introduction of federal lines in provin-
cial political affairs. An early an-
mouncement from the new leader of the
party as to its policy may be lopked
“for. r

OPINION IN BOUNDARY.

Federal Parfy I-:i;es Preseribed a8
Remedy for the Provincial Tangle.

Greenwood, March 1.—The Times here
says: “The revelations of the past few
days at Victoria of political intrigne and
scramble for office on the part of both
sides have been a shock to the public of
the Interior. The situation has opened
the eyes of the people to the absurdity
and anomaly of the game of personal
politics, and they are rapidly coming
round to straight party lines. It is safe
to -say that four-fifths of the Liberals
and Conservatives will now favor tying
up to a party with a definite policy and
recognized leader, in preference to choos-
ing ‘a side in such a medley as at present
exists. It is the only way out of a
dilemma the like of ‘which has never
been witnessed in this country. Both
federal parties should call conventions
and decide at once. :

e e S8

1

CARTER MEDICINE CO.; Now York,

legislature has not been prorogued—and
other parliamentary authorities are

house. / y
Reference to the. Journals
House shows that the p

after all, the fuss -of yesterday ‘the}l

found to support the ex-speaker of the
‘of the |

IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE .
‘<. - IN NEWSPAPERS
©  'ANYWHERE AT ANYTIMB

rﬁxirea that after th'ebe retireme
onor, some . member of
(usunlfy -the ‘BHmﬁ;‘Sec
at all ‘events Some Tespons

islative 'Asgembly: - . e
. “The usual references to the various;

e i AN

| the: House;::

rise and, address Mr.

re~

.- /Call on or Write 3
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o

ﬁ‘i“ ‘ 5, 1900

»Why Semlin

Civen by Governor as Last
of Many Reasons.

folios — Improper Request
for Special/ Warrants.

ters Had Not Backing of
House or Country.

Honor for the dismissal of the

zette of yesterday.

tenant-Governor expressly invited M
Semlin to lay the letter before the a
sembly. Its text follows:

Government House,
Victoria, B.C., Feb. 27th, 1900.

umbia.

ed by your alivce,

more particularly during the

assembly.
chiefly in the following facts:

10 of the
1808, which reads as follows:

o e S 4
following’ officials, namely,
sedeatary, attorney-general,

smore than five shall receive salary.’

it.” (Todd’s Parliamentary Government
England, Vol II., 2nd Hd., page 211).

gard to which it is said:
“This proceeding,

abuses.”

-4 And at the time that the Honorable Mr.
‘| Cotton assumed the office of chief commis-
| sloher of lands and works, in addition to
his duties as minister of finance and agri-
culture, I certainly understood that it ;as

ut
you have prolonged this condition of af-
fairs indefinitely—nearly twelve months
have elapsed without your having at any
time during that period indicated to me

to be a mere temporary arrangement.

your intention of filling, and so far as

Had to Go\"

Adverse Vote in Leglsiaturc
Mr. Cotton’s Monopoly of Port-

Evidence Gennerally That Minis-

A document of very great interest, and
for which there has been an active de-
mand from many members of the house
—the communication of His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor to the late Premier,
in which reasons were assigned by His
late
ministry, is published in the official Ga-
In connection with
the refusal of the late Premier to gratify
the curiosity of the members as to the
contents of the letter of dismissal, it
will be noted with interest that the Lieu-

To the Honorable Charles A. Semlin, Pre-
mier of the Province of British Col-

Sir: In reply to the request by yon at
last night’s interview for a further post-
ponement of the report that you promised
to make to me last Friday evening regard-
ing your defeat in the legislative assembly,
and in reply to the representations that
you made at the sald interview that you
still retdined the confidence of the assem-
bly, and would be able to demonstrate the
same, I regret to inform you that I do not
see my way clear to continue to be guid-
Cipeumstances have oc-
curred during the last nine months, and
last five
months, to materially weaken the confi-
dence that I had in your advice—circum-
stances quite apart from the fact of your
having lost the confidence of the legislative
The said circurhstances consist

1. For nearly a year past—more accurate-
ly, from the Sth of March last—you have
not surrounded me -with a full executive
copnell, as provided and intented by section
onstitution Act, ag amended in

shall include the

a provincial
chief commis-
sioiék of lands and works, minister of fin-
ancé and agriculture, minister of . mines,
and president of the council, of whom not

UPhe executive cotinell of British Colum-<

. That Is to say: I am entitled € the ad-
wice, and the province i§ ehtitled to the
iservices, of six officidls us above provided,
and while I o not Mean to say that advice
tendered by @ téss number may not be act-
ed upoh, ot that a member of the executive
council may not fill any two or more of
the distinct offices above named, 1 ‘hink
‘such a circumstance is warranted ‘therely
as a temporary expedient, pghﬂhg the
selection of an officer, or officems, to com-
plete the statutory number, for, even in
England, where there is no such thing as
a constitution act to define or limit minis-
terial offices—where the Queen in council
has unlimited authority to create, regu-
late, or abolish such offices—*‘such arrange-
ments  (the combination of two offices in
the hands of one person) are merely pro-
visional, and are set aside whenever their
temporary purpose has been fulfilled, or
the exigencles of the public service require

On the same page will be found reference
to the case of the Duke of Wellington hav-
ing in 1834 assumed charge of the home,
foreign and colonial offices, pending the
completion of a new administration, in re-

though confessedly
merely provisional, and only intendéd to se-
cure to Sir Robert Peel upon his arrival
a freedom of choice in the filling up of his
ministry, was severely criticized at the
time. Regarded as a temporary expedient,
it could not be pronounced unconstitution-
al, although, If resorted to under other
_} eircumstances, it might lead to serious

know without your having made any effort

1 have no reason to believe that the gov-
etnment will not ¢command a majority of.
the house.”

Subsequent events have demonstrated
that your assurances were not well found-

3. On the 18th October last I was asked
to sign. three speclal warrants, as fol-
lows:

1. The improvement of the trall

from Hope to Summit City....$ 1,000
2. The improvement of the South
Vancouver trunk road ..... .. 10,000
3. The erection of a court house at
Rossland ...... s RPN

The latter amount being three times larg-
er than that authorized by the legislature.
The appropriations made by the legisla-
ture for the above-named public works
bad been allowed to lapse, owing, as Mr.
Cotton reported, to the fact that it was
found in the first case “Impossible’” to ex-
pend the amount before the end of the
fiscal year, ending June 80th, 1899; in the
second case “impossible” to expend the
amount voted before the said period, owing
to the *‘dilatoriness” of the municipal coun-
eil of South Vancouver; and in the third
case ‘“Umpracticable” to expend the
amount voted. I thought then, and still
think, that the said appropriations had
been allowed to lapse because Mr, Cotton.
was unable to properly superintend and ad-
inister the busi of the two depart-
ments of which he had been in charge for
four months before the fiscal year expired.
And it is-also to be noted that it was not
until the middle of October that Mr. Cot-
ton was ready to undertake any expendl-
ture in connection with the said paublic
works.  Thus the intentions of the legis-
Iature were not carried out, and there was
direct loss, particularly to the districts
concerned.’ 1 did not sign the sald war-
rants, as it appeared perfectly clear to me,
for reasons set forth in my letter to you
of the 19th of October last, that such war-
rants were not authorized by the ‘“‘Revenue
r.| Act.” On observing, however, that the
Attorney-General had not been present at
the meeting of council at which the issue
of sald warrants was advised, I wrote you
as follows:

“Now, if you do not feel satisfied, on
consideration, that the objections here
urged against signing the said warrants
are valid, let me suggest that you refer the
question to the Attorney-General for a
legal opinion as to whether the said war-
rants can, constitutionally, be issued.
Should he report to me that they may be I
shall be very pledsed to have them again
referred to me for re-consideration.’”’

(Letter to you, 19th October last, page 4).

To this letter and suggestion I have never
received any reply. So that I was left to
infer that the Attorney-General agreed
that the issue of such warrants would be
unconstitutional, and that had I followed
the advice” tendered me by the executive
council T would have signed special war-
rants without any lawful authority for so
doing.

3. In this same letter of the 19th October
last, I also sald:

“I regret to say, therefore, that I find
myself unable to approve of them (the
special warrants) or of any others of a
like nature. And in this connection I may
say that yesterday afternoon I believe that
I inadvertently approved of one or more
speclal warrahts of a character similar to
the ones under consideration, but receivea
a few hours earlier. I should like to have
them referred to me again, as, if they are
similar to the ones returtéd herewith, 1
belleve that they have béén mproperly ap-
proved,”

To this request 2130 1 have never recetved
any reply, 86 that for all I know your
administeation has made use of, special
money Warrants obtained from me inad-
veftelitly, and such as the Attorney-Gen-
ofal would not say were, or could be, con-
stitutionally issued,

4. On the 4th of December last, upon Mr.
Cotton's recommendation as chief commis-
gloner of lands and works, the executive
council advised me to approve of a special
warrant for_$2,500.00 for improvemeénts to
the Provincial Home and gaol at Kamloops.
Mpyr. Cotton stated that the money was ur-
gently required for “fire protection’ pur-
poses. In your letter to me of the 1ith
December last asking me to recemsideér
my refusal to sign this warrant you stated
that the money was needed for “sanitary
reasons,” and that ‘‘the necessity for the
expenditure of an amount like this could
not possibly have been foreseen.” I point-
ed out to you that it had been foreseen for
at least a year before, as follows:

“When I was in Kamloops, over fourteen
months ago, both provincial and munieipal
officials called my attention to the unsan-
itary “conditions of the provineial public
buildings, and strongly urged that the ne-
cessary improvements should be made as
quickly as possible.”

So that, although I do not for a moment
guestion but what your statement was
made in good faith, yet it was not in ac-
cord with the facts as I knew them, and
the reason for the expenditure was shifted
from “‘fire protectlon” purposes, as in Mr.
Cotton’s report, to ‘‘sanitary reasons.”

5. While the legislature was in session
you advised me to make, by order in coun-
cil, submitted on the 18th ultimo, an im-
portant change in the Mineral Act. In
my letter to you of the 19th ultimo, giv-
ing my reasons for not approving of the
sald order, I added:

“Now, if the Attorney-General be of
opinion that the government should have
power to cancel such certificates, after
they have been issued; I think that he
should refer the matter to the legislature,
and obtain its sanction to have the act
amended in that respeet.”
1 And referring to this in my letter to you
of the 18th instant, I said:

‘““The legislature has been In session for

s-

in

000 | lop petition, you not only withhold a free

to fill, the vacant position. Now it may be

to hereafter, lead me to think otherwise.

as follows:

that a of the legislative

that the Honorable Mr: Cotton is quite
competent to properly discharge the dutles
of both positions, apart from the constitu-
tional objection, although they entail the
administration of the two  heaviest de-
partments of the government, but the con-
dition of affairs referred to in my letter to
you of the 19th October last, and referred

2. On the 80th August last I wrote you

“A week having elapsed since my last
interview - with you, in which I requested

one month since the above was written,
but the Attorney-General has, so far,
nefther introduced, nor given any Indication
of introducing, a bill to amend the Mineral
Act In the way that he advised me that
it should be amended—that is to empower
the Lieutenant-Governor in council to can-
cel certificates of improvements.’”

This seems = too. mauch - like  asking
me $o sanction a change in the law which
you hesitate to ask the legislature to sanc-
tion. And you not only advise me to prac-
tically assume the functions of the legls-
lature in this instance, and that, too, while

more to your early consideration.

resulting from recent political
changes which it will not be necessary
specify.

tion be held on or before the said date.”

stated:

cause 'for_appreh:

the gov it to the legl

ly
be called for not later than the 20th Octo-
ber next, and mnot having received a reply
as to the decision of yourself and colleagues
‘omithe subject, I desire to commend it once
I do
not think that I should any longer ignore
the existing political econditions in the
province, and the unrest and uncertainty
changes—
to | may be permitted to state that, had Your
it is sufficlent, I think, that grave
doubt mow exists as to whether your ad-
minsitration retains. the cenfidence of the
legisiative assembly. And for this reasen
1 Belleve it to be my duty to insist that
vou either meet the legislative assembly
on or before the 20th day of October mext,
‘as at first suggested, or that the legislative
assembly be dissolved, and a general elec-

I yielded, however, to the representa-
| tions 4f yourself and colleagues as to the
inexpediency of vcalling a  session eéarlier
than January, and the alternative offer of
a dissolution was mot accepted. But your
Jetter to me of the 2nd September last

‘I ‘hasten to assure Your Honor that the
council has the utmost confidence that it
will be able to satisfy you that there is no
b ension respecting the gen-
\:ral'gplktIcalﬁ conditions now : existing in
the province.’ As regards the relations of
[1ve assembly,

the legislature was in session, but you did
80 with the full intent (which, however,
1 did not know at the time) of making the
proposed regulations retroactive to the pre-
judice of a free miner’s statutory right, as
witness the Attorney-General’s letter to me
of the 16th instant, as follows:

“Ag my desire, as well as my duty, is to
be perfectly frank with Your Homor, I

Honor been pleased to approve of the order
In council submitted to Your Honor on the
18th ultimo, T should have advised the can-
cellation of the certificate of lmprove-
ments,”’  (Dunlop’s, page 7).

As this matter is fully dealt with in my
letter of the 19th instant to you in the mat-
ter of the Dunlop petition, I shall not en-
ter further into it here, except to say that
since the said letter was written I have
 learned that the certificates of improve-
ments mentioned thereln was issued to
Dunlop by Mr. Kirkup, by the direction of
the Minister of Mines, who acted in ac-
cordance with a decision arrived at in. this
matter by the executive council. That ’s
to say, after yoy decided on a certain
course, lLe., the issuance of the certificate
in guestion, and had given instructions to
a subordinate official to carry out that
suance of the certificate—if any blame there
course, ‘and’ sought to nullify the resulting
statutory right by order in council, and,
inferentially, turew the.blame for the is-

was—on a subordinate official, Mr. Kirkup;
for the Attorney-G I's r d
tion to me in the matter was as follows:
“Whenever it appears to the Lieutenant-
Governor in council that an official empow-
ered by the Mineral Act to issue certificates
of improvements has, through mistake, er-
ror, inadvertence or improvidence, impro-
pteﬂy issued a certificate of improvement,
ete.”

I'can hardly consider this s belng ‘“‘per.
fectly frank” with me, t0 say nothing of
the unjust inference in regard to the gold
commissioner. And in regard to this Dun-

miner’s right, lawfully acquired under séc-
tion 39 of the Mineral Act, but you have
not complied with the direction in my let-
ter to you of the 19th inst:, namely, to is-
sue forthwith a crown grant to the petition-
er Duniop, in accordance with section 39
of the Mineral Act.
Apart from all this, I cannot ignore the
fact that the legislative assembly has now
been in session for nearly two months, and
notwithstanding the confidence you express-
ed in your letter to me of the 2nd Septem-
ber last, above guoted, you have not been
‘able to pass a single measure, and I be-
lieve it to be now sufficiently demonstrated
that the interests of the province have suf-
fered, and are suffering, in consequence of
a weak and unstable government. There-
fore I now deem it my duty to consult
other advisers, with a view to forming a
new administration, and shall accordingly
do so forthwith.
I have only to add that in so far as any
permission is needed on my part you are at
perfect liberty to now lay this communi-
cation before the house for its information.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient
servant,
THOS. R. McINNES,
Lieutenant-Governor.

R Sl e R R
THE JUST-ENDED SESSION.

Legislation. Undertaken That Did Not
Become Law—Random Notes
of Parliament.

(From Friday’s Daily Colonist.)

Although His Honor in his proroga-
tion speech of yesterday complained
that although’ the house had been sit-
ting as long as all last session and prac-
tically nothing had been accomplished,
it is on record that quite as many mea-
sures had been laid before the House
and were in various stages of advance-
ment when the life of the government
and the parliament was so sud@enly cut
short. The greater number of these
ineasures are contained in the following
ist:

To amend the Jurors’ Aect.

To amend the Trustees and Execu-
tors’ Act.

To amend the Evidence Act.

To amend the County Courts Act.

To amend the Law Respecting the
Liability of Trustees.

To amend the Execution Act.

To amend the Supreme Court Act.

To amend the Companies Act of 1899.

To amend the Game Protection Act.

To amend the Municipalities Incor-
poration Act.

To amend the Farmers’ Institute Act.

To amend the Notaries Appointment
Act.

To
Act, :

To amend the Coal Mines Regulation
Act.

* To amend the Tramways Incorpora-
tion Act.

To amend the Chileat Pass Railway
and Navigation Act.

To incorporate the Taku and Atlin
Railway and Navigation Company.

To amend the Bills of Sale Act.

To amend the Liguor License Act.

To amend the: Companies’ 'Act 1897.

To amend the Vancouver and Lulu
Island Railway, Act 1891.

To incorporate the Vancouver and
Westminster Railway Company.

To incorporate- the Chemainus and
Northwestern Railway Company.

To incorporate the East Kootenay
Telephone Company Limited.
~To incorporate the Crow’s Nest Pass
Electric Light and Power Company.

To incorporate the  Kitimaat-Cale-
donia Company Limited.

To amend the Small Debts Act.

To incorporate the Anglican Synod.
of the Diocese of New Westminster.

An Act Respecting Solicitors and
Barristers. :

To amend the Queen’s Counsel Act.

To amend the Inspection of Metal-
liferous Mines Act.

To amend the Placer Mining Act.

To incorporate - the ‘Lake Bennett
Railway Company. ;

To amend the New Westminster Re-
lief Act 1899.

To amend the Public Schools Act.

'To Establish Bureaus of Labor Sta:
tistics and Councils of Conciliation and
Arbitration.

To Provide for the Speedy Incorpora-
tion of the Town of Phoenix.

To Make Special Provisions with re-
gard to the Qualifications of the Mem-
391’5 of the Council of the City of San-
on.

To amend the Revenue Tax Act.

To Prohibit the Employment in Coal,
Metalliferous or Placer Mines of Per-
sons who have or wear hair on their
heads over a certain length.

To amend the Municipal Elections

ot

To
Act.

To Repeal Chapter 50 of the Statutes
of 1899,

To amend the Municipal Clauses Act.

To amend the Rossland Water and
Light Company Incorporation Act of

amend the Department of Mines

amend the Railway Assessment

' amend the Magistrates Act.
amend the Metalliferous Mines

amend the Placer Mining Aect.
amend the Supreme Court Act.
amend the Explosives Storage Act
amend the Provincial Elections
amend the Municipal Elections
Act.

An Act Respecting the Measurement
of Timber. :

An Act for the Redistribution of
British Columbia into Electoral Dis-
tricts and to amend the Provincial
Election Act.

* % %

Aside from ‘the most sensational
scenes incidental to the closing itself,
there was little of note in_ connection
with the prorogation exercises of : yes-
terday—save for the absence of the
band, and the very small staff attend-
ing upon His Honor. A majority of
‘the. members had badges of their
patriotism prominently displayed, while
the senior member for Victoria made a
distinet hit with his flag-draped desk,
and Captain Irving of Cassiar was also
well to the front with his personal deco-
rations of the nation’s banner.  Hon.
Joseph Martin, having vacated his seat
as a member by acceptance of office,
occupied a place on the floor of ‘the
chamber at the right, while United
States Consul Smith, Messrs. James
Orr and Forbes G. Vernon, ex-members
of the House, and Hon. Edgar Dewd-
ney were among the prominent visitors
of the day. The galleries were packed
to suffocation, and took a decidedly ac-
tive part in the subsequent proceedings.

. e

Northwest Tarm and Home, Illus-
trated Weekly, 50 cents per -=ar. Seat-
tle, Wash. ol

Mr. Semlin
Makes Reply

Ex-Premier’s Letter to His Honor
the Lieutenant Governor
After Dismissal,

Deals With All Subjects Brought
Forward by the Lieutenant
Governor.

Ex-Premier Semlin yesterday gave to
the press his reply to the letter of the
Lieutenant-Governor dismissing him.

In presenting the reply Mr. Semlin
wrote:

“ Seeing that His Honor has taken
the initiative in giving publicity to his
‘reasons’ for dismissing his advisérs,l
beg leave to trespass on your space
with my reply, and ask only that it
shall receive equal prominence,

“C. A. SEMLIN.”
The reply follows:

Victoria B.C., Feb. 28, 1900.
To the Honorable T. R. MclInnes, KEsq.,
Lieut.-Governor of British Columbia.

Sir: I have the honor in replying to
Your Honor's letter of the 27th, in which
you state that you have no longer con-
fidence in the advice of my cclleagues and
myself, to state as follows: That many of
the reasons assigned seem to me to be mere-
ly matters of departmental administration,
matters upon which we believe we were to
advise Your Honor, rather than to be in-
structed by Your Monsr.

1. In paragraph 1, Your Fonor claims
that I have not ‘given you the benefit of
a full council since the 9th of March last,
and you refer me to the act of 1899 to sub-
stantiate your position, The act referred
to, as quoted by Your Homor, enacts that
the council shall consist of a provincial
secretary, attorney-general, chief commis-
sioner of lands and works, minister of fin-
ance and- agriculture, minister of mines
and president of the council.

All of these positions were filled. It is
true that one minister held and performed
the duties of two positions, but I am not
aware that Your Honor ever intimated that
your council or that the country ever suf-
fered from this cause.

2. Your Honor further refers to the as-
surance given by me in September last,
that I did not doubt that when the house
met in January that I could depend upon
a majority of the members to support my
government. I think, sir, that the fact of
the house having been in session nearly
two months and the government having
commanded the majority until Friday last,
when, by a peculiar combination, a major-
ity of one was for the first time recorded
ag_&inst it, is proof that I did not overrate
the ability of the government in its rela-
tion to the legislative assembly.

8. In reply to the charges set forth by
Your Honor in paragraph beg to guote
the following, from a lett%en by the
Honorable Mr, Cotton, chief misgioner
of lands and works, on the subject:

“In reference to paragraph 3, respecting
three special warrants which His Honor re-
fused to sigm, the facts are very simple,
The Improvement of the trail from Hope
to Summit City, for which $1,000 was ap-
propriated by the legislature, was ordered
by the Chief Commissiomer to be carried
out in ample time for its eompletion before
the lapse of the appropristion. Owing,
however, to the scarcity of men and the
unusnally wet season, there was unexpected
delay.

“In regard to the $10,000 to the improve-
ment of the South Vancouver trunk road,
the department lost no time in attending
to the carrying out of the work. The Chief
Commissioner had a meeting in Vancouver
with the road superintendent for the dis-
trict, the mayor of Vancouver and the
reeve of South Vancouver, both of these
officials being interested in the enterprise.
It was then decided that the municipal au-
thorities of South Vancouver should repair
and improve the road, and that the govern-
ment should then expend the appropriation
by gravelling the road when so prepared.
The South Vancouver authorities did not,
however, carry out their work with the

result was that the completion of the work
by the government exceeded the time in
which the appropriation was available,

“The third item, for the cost of construc-
tion of the court at Rossland, included a
considerable sum in excess of the amount
appropriated by the legislature, because
after the adjournment of the latter, the
government found that the growth of busi-
ness at Rossland made it judicious to erect
the government had previously intended,
and it was important that the matter
should not be delayed for twelve months
until the present session of the legislature.

“His Honor's assumption that the sald
appropriations had been allowed to lapse,
because Mr. Cotton was unable to properly
superintend and administer the two depart-
ments of which he had been in charge, the
a larger and more substantiai building than

of the public works engineer will show
that all these matters had both prompt
and complete attention at the hands of the
Chiet Commissioner,

“In reféerence to the facts that these
warrants were not again submitted to His
Hnoor, I may say that, as the matter en-
tirely depended on the manner in which the
section of the Revenue Act should be con-
strued, and as on a similar case in 1898 His
Honor had taken a certain position, not-
withstanding that the then Attorney-Gen-
eral had given a contrary opinion, the exe--
cutive council considered it would be put-
ting His Honor to unnecessary trouble to-
ask him to @ id his decisi and
that the best way would be to ask the legis-
Jature to vote the amounts at the next
session, although such delay caused incon-
ventence to the department and some in-
jury to the public interests, But even
this was thought to be preferable to ask-
ing His Honor to reverse the decision in
which he had arrived in regard to the sim-
flar case which occurred just previous 1o
the dismissal of Mr. Turner, and on which
the then attorney-general, Mr. Eberts, took
a view direetly contrary to that held by
His Honor.”

4 In reference to the special warrant
of $2,500 for improvement to the Provincial
Home, Your Honor Insists that this ecounld
have been foreseen, as the urgent necessity
for this work had been pointed out to you
the year before. What stronger admission
that Your Honor declined to approve? As
te the charge of shifting from ‘‘fire protec-
tion” to “sanitary neecssity,” I beg to say
that the amount asked was for both these
much needed purposes, and the fact that
T mentioned ‘“‘sanitation”’ and Mr. Cotton
“fire protection” did not make the amount
the more or lesg necessary.

5. In reply to the charges set forth by
Your Honor in paragraph 5, I beg to quote
the following from a letter «wriiten by the
Hon. Mr, Alexander Henderson:

“His Honor states (paragraph 5). that
while the legislature was in session: you:

(Continued on Seventl: Page.)
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promptitude that wag anticipated, and the

records of the department and the reports.
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From Our Own Correspondent,
Ottawa, Feb. 24.
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