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To Mr. Justice Martin personally the
Colonist extends . congratulations, and
expresses the hope that he may long en-
joy his new honor. ' Of the appointment
jtself candor prevents warm approval be-
ing expressed. The new judge’s experi-
ence at the bar has hardly been of a
class ‘which will cause his elevation to
the Supreme court bench to be regarded
as a source of strength to that tribunal.
He has youth on his side, and with study
and application will doubtless acquire
those qualities which are looked for .in|
one who wears the judicial ermine, but it
seems a great pity that in appointments
to the bench, the hard and fast require-
ments of political exigency have led to
more mature men being passed by in
favor of one who is little more than a
youth.v We prefer never to adversely
criticize judicial appointments, but are
satisfied that public opinion will concede
that less than the above ought not to
have been said. The appointment will
be very unpopular in the Liberal party.
It is doubtless due to Mr. Bostoek’s in-
fluence,

AN INTERESTING QUESTION.

‘When the news first came to hand that
the right of constables to vote at elec-
tions might affect the late Ontario elec-
tions to & very marked degree, the Col-
onist declined to express any opinion on
the matter, because it felt that a prac-
tice, which had been permitted by both
political parties for a generation, must
have at least some plausible ground on
which to rest. The matter was argued
a week ago before the Court of Appeal,
and from what was alleged by counsel
on both sides, it is very clear that we
were right in suspending judgment. But
the great interest attaching to the argu-
ment is more of an academic character
than otherwise. ' It is as to the right to
vote as a general proposition. It was
conbtended by the counsel who denied the
validity of the constable vote that the
franchise is not a common law right, but
is purely the creation of statute. On the
other hand it was claimed that the right
to vote has been vested in Englishmen
from time immemorial, in other words
that the normal condition under the Brit-
ish constitution is one of universal suff-
rage, the statutes defining who should
and who should not vote being in restric-
tion of this general right. This consider
ation can-have very little bearing upon
any question arising under our modern
election laws, but the historical interest
attaching to it is very great. In the
course of the argument the following pre-
amble was quoted from the statute of

1428: SR ; ;
ereas the elections of Knights of
the Shire. to come to the parliaments ‘of
our Lord the King. in many counties
of the realm of England have now of late
teen made by very great outrageous and
excessive numbers of people dwelling
within the same counties of the realm
of England, of which the most nart
were people of small substance and of
no value, whereof every one of them pre-
tended a voice equivalent as-to such
elections with the most worthy Knights

gn'(llmlj@:!uim dwelling with_in the same

!l?o this preamble follow sections limit-
ing the right to vote for members of par-
liament to persons possessing a certain
property qualification. This is the old-
est statute ‘affecting the franchise, and
it affords very clear proof that less than
five centuries ago universal suffrage was
ﬂ.xe law of England. From the point ‘of
view of the-historian and the student of
popular government. this is an extremely
interesting matter. The existence of this
nniversal franchise is, however, just

‘what one would have supposed, who was
at all versed in the ancient history of the
Angk»Saxon race, for such fragmentarv
accounts, as have been preserved of the
customs of this people during their wan-
derings across Central Europe, show thaf

- at that early day they elected even their
Kings, affer ‘the fashion preserved in

- Po(and ‘a8 long as that nation maintain-
ed.a monarchy of -its own,

While it is trne that the demonstra-
ﬂon,ﬁ'o_t this  fact may have no special
hearinig- upon_the construction of any
modern- gtatute, it ought to ‘have a po
"'"—"E; inﬂnence unon the conception of
ciﬂzehuhip entertained by British sub-
ieﬂfnﬁ: shows that from time immem-
m-ia}[ ‘RVETY person of our race was a
fmnan. and that even the imposition
of the feundal system upon England did
not eradicate this inherent right of Fng-
Tishmen ‘to self-zovernment. It is true
that nearly five hundred years have been
necessary to get the country back to
where it wae in the reign of Henry VI,
bnt in the lifetime of a nation, whaee
origin is lost in the shadows of the most
remote antiquity. five centuriea dre onlvy
a littlé ‘while. For more than five times
five centu_rigg before the passace’ of the
statute .of Henry, nniversal suffrage had
been the law of‘thé Anglo-Saxon world.
Recent legiglation in, the ‘direction of 4
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Crete. or Csndia, is a narrow island
commanding the entrance of the Hgean
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has come down, expressed as follows:
“The Cretans are always liars.”
was a sort of paradox with which learn-

ed men used to amuse themselves many

centuries ago. If a Cretan said that

Cretans were always liars, it would fol-

low that the partienlar. Cretan who said

so.was a liar; but if he was a liar then

what he said was not true, and he was

not a liar, and so on ad infinitum. But

whéther they were liars above all men or

no, the Cretans managed to preserve

their independence.until the latter part

of the last century -before Christ, when

Rome added the island to her domains.

On the breaking up of that empire,

Crete came under the sovereignty of the

Byzantine emperor, and so remained un-
til the Saracens took possession of it.

They held it for many years, but finally
on compulsion ceded it to the Venetians,
by whom it was retained until the latter
part of the seventeenth century, when
the Turks became its masters. It has
remained a province of the Turkish Em-
pire ever since. This, however, is a
mere outline of the troubles which have
affected this island, for at all times it
has been the scene of revolts and up-
risings. ' The island is mountainous, and
the mountaineers have never been: dis-
posed to recognize any one as entitled to
rule over them. Though fairly produc-
tive, the island is not prosperous. al-
thougk it is more densely peopled than
any other Turkish province, except Le-
banon.

Geographically Crete is splendidly situ-
ated so far as the control of the Mediter-
ranean is concerned. In the hands of a
power like Great Britain it would be in-
valuable. Its possession would more
than offset the occupation of Constanti-
nople by Russia. For practical purposes
it may be regarded as about equi-distant
from Malta, Constantinople, Cyprus and
the Suez Canal. The strategic value of
such a position will appear at once.

A LITTLE REDISTRIBUTION.

The Rossland Miner learns from what
it regards as a reliable source that the
intention of the Dominion government is
to divide the Yale-Cariboo-Kootenay elec-
toral district, now represented by Mr.
Bostock, into two.districts, Kootenay to
be one and the remainder the other. It
says that a special enactment is to be
put through parliament at the next ses-
gion for this purpose; and that Mr. Bos-
tcck will retain the Yale-Cariboo seat,
while a new election will be:ealled for
Kootenay, .. The Miner also understands
that the coming visit of Hon. Mr.-Siften
and' Mr. Hugh Sutherland to the prov-
ince is for the purpose of giving effect
‘to this: arrangement.

The Minér, while welcoming the pros-
pect of a representative for Kootenay.
tells the government that it will not find
the people of that district amenable to
the arts of the pdlitical “heeler.” but that
they will' mark their ballots “for the
candidates of the party that best serves
them and their country.” '

The: Dominion . government presum-
ably regards ' Kootenay as a tolerable
safe constituency, 'but in this they are
very likely to find ‘themselves grievously
mistaken. It is true that of the mem-
bers-elect to the-legislature, three are
Liberals and two Conservatives, but this
really signifies very little, for party lines
cut little or no figure in the contest. For
example, Hon. Mr. Hume received some
of his strongest support from Conserva-
tives. -If he had been obliged to depend
upon the Liberal voters only, he would
have been badly defeated. In Slocan
both candidates were Conservatives. In
North BEast Kootenay Mr. Neilson receiv-
ed a strong Conservative support. Our,
information is that on a straight party
vote the Conservatives would carry
Rossland. Therefore the little plan to
get another Liberal 'seat'from British
Columbhia stands a first class chance of
misearrying, if an’ attempt is made to
work it out.

THE CROW’S NEST ROAD.

e

We find in some of our exchanges the
statement that the C. P. R. does mot
intend to push the construction of the
Crow’s Nest Pass road any further than
the shore of Kootenay lake, and to main-
tain water connection between that
point and Nelson. We do not know the
intentions of the ecompany, and would
not care to pronounce off-hand any opin-
ion as to the sufficiency of such a service
as could be maintained over a line,
partly.on lgnd and partly on water. But
of one thing we are all certain, namely,
that neither parliament nor the people
contemplated any such. arrangement
‘when the subsidy act was proposed, and
we are loth to believe ‘that the company
proposes to stop the road: at the lake.
Commerting upon this matter, the Fd-

nton ,“of which Mr. Olivér,
M. P, is edifor, says: == ¢
_An' idea is prevalent that the ‘Crow’s
Nest Pass railway is not:to be-pushed to
completion at the , present time;. that
grading .and; rajlg, will '

e _shores of Kootenay lake, and that
from there to the railway at Nelson cdn-
neetion- will. be' madewby: boat.
n' be “done; and-yét:the: subsidy: be
dfgven froni” fie, ptiblic treasury, it will
only Bé another ‘casé of a Tailway chym:-
pany hayjng. over-reached.a governmemt
‘in a bargain: - Tt is said 'that:the .piece|
of road'from‘the:south ‘end of Kootenay
lake 3 'ﬂ%gﬁ?\’ﬁll E particularly expen-
sive, .that in fact the government, sub-
sidy. ‘will :not pag.fer it, as it.is said.it

fore; a8 ‘i "boat ‘¢

y Py on” Wit be-buffi-
. to, gce : g

o o —rmﬁ. will fér'the remainder-of the line.; ‘[here- Jich slive dn the Binjted-States.
sts the British|

; d 127 o ‘_toh‘aﬁ' il!eex-
penditure from their- own ‘Tinds or on
their own ' credit mecessary ‘to give
through rail connection with West Koot-
enay. It may be said that as the gov-

only. be earried ito|*

I this|

: DFéHgit. frifMe, thé | sional eleétions, which. come off

S:| overcome as completely as possible that
This| the road was subsidized at all.

It was

to replace the amphibious route by way

of Revelstoke, and by giving the 1ost

speedy, complete and direct communica-

tion between west and east, to enable

Canadian producers and dealers to bene-

fit by the development of the Kootenay,

against their = competitors, the United

States. An amphibieus route by way

of the Crow’s Nest Pass was not the

understanding. It was not the bargain.

It will not meet the case. Possibly the

bargain contains a loophole whereby the

railway company can escape ;hq buxl.d-

ing of this piece of road until it suits

their convenience to build it, buf:-xf S0

the people of. Canada have been tricked—

defrauded out of their money to a cer-

tain extent. 'There was nothing about

a mixed route being adequate'coma?ned j
in the Globe’s editorials on this subject,

or in the representations made to parlia-

ment. Quite the contrary. Is it to be

understood that the much-vaunted bar-

gain with the C. P. R. is only binding in

so far as it suits the company ?

There may be #another point involved
in this suggested failure of the company
to push the completion of their line.
Possibly there might be demands made
for running powers by other roads, to
refuse which under the terms of the bar-
gain might lead to unpleasantness. But
when the road is not completed._ the ac-
tual difficulty of exercising running pow-
ers is probably a sufficient protection to
the company. When the road was be-
ing boomed for a subsidy, it was all for
the advantage of the public. Now that
the subsidy has been grabbed, the inter-
ests of the company are the sole cousid-
eration.

Mr. Hewitt Bostock, M.P., has been
on a visit to Boundary Creek, and while
there he made a speech. He referred. to
two matters of more than local interest.
One was his opinion that there ought to
be two railways into the Boundary Creek
region, which we understand as an indi-
cation that he will be found supporting
the application of Mr. Corbin for a char-
ter, when parliament meets. The other
is that it is difficult to make the authori-
ties at Ottawa understand the necessi-
ties of this growing country. The last
remark was made in regard to postal ac-
commodation. Mr. Bostock has man-
aged to express an opinion which will
be accepted from one end of the prov-
ince to the other and quite without res-
pect to party politics. It is more than
difficult to get the Ottawa authorities
to understand the necessities of this
country. It is impossible.

The News-Advertiser refers to the re-
.quest of the Colonist that its editor, Hon.

ner from the charge of having improperly
introduced the so-called “blank war-
rants ” into the educational warfants. It
has taken the News-Advertiser several
days to decide: what to say to this re-

it absurd. * 'We regret to have to reach
the same conclusion, It was absurd
for the Colonist to suppose that either
the News-Advertiser or its editor would
do a simple act of justiee to an honorable
political opponent. ~When the house
meets, Mr. Cotton will find himself com-
pelled to do what he declines to do now.
He has missed an excellent opportunity
to show himself above the miserable
methods in which the Victoria Times
takes such delight.

Our correspondent, Mr. C. C. Moody.
eonfounds two very \different matters.
He mixes up the assaying of gold with
the bullion' value of the metal. If we
admit that gold is absolutely worthless,
nevertheless so long as people are obstin-
ate enough td refuse to think so, and
will persist in having it assayed, it is a
good thing to have the assaying done in
Victoria. But Mr. Moody asks why.
The answer is that where people take
their gold after getting it out of the
mines, there they are likely to do other
business, and the trade of miners. is
worth having. We can assure our cor-
respondent that there is no subtle theory
hidden in the assay of gold in Victoria.
It is simply an indirect advertisement
of the town as a business centre,

The party sent out by the United
States government to seek out a deep
channel across the bar at the mouth of
the Yukon, has returned without accom-
plishing its object, and its report will be
to the effect that no such channel exists,
but that a continuous bar’extends across
the whole mouth of the river. This will
have a material effect in determining the
future navigation of the river, for as no
deep water channel exists, there is no
hope of improving upon the conditions
now, existing. 4

A very .strong case has been made out
to shew that Judge McGuire has been
acting as correspondent of the Tornto
Globe at Dawson City. It is very unde-
sirable that federal officials should act
as correspondents of party papers, and
especially is the conduct of a judge’in
such- a: _ capacity highly reprehensible.
‘When: a ‘man aceepts a judgeship, he

| ought to lay aside his party affiliations.

If-he does not, he ought to

be relieved
.of -his official -duties. i

In view of_the rumor that Mr. J’ose'pﬁl
Chamberlain ‘was coming to British Co-

quiries ‘at Ottawa yesterday, but could
learn nothing in corroboration of the re-
pert. When Sir Wilfrid Laurier returns
to the Capital next week we will have

definite information, 4f' he has any to
give, - i {

The silver issue seems yet to be very
It will
be kept to ‘the frofit during the congres-
this
Autumn, and will be in evidence at the
next presidential campaign. As far as
can be judged from the outside, it does
not stand as good a chance of winning|.

Its area is put at 2,949 square|ernment only pays the subsidy per mile,| as it did two years ago.

F. C. Cotton, should vindicate Mr. Tur-

quest, and it has at last decided to call

tnmbia, the Colonist made telegraphic in-|.

“SDOHS" policy.

The Nelson Tribune mentions, as onc
of the good things inangurated by the.
provincial government, the purchase of:r
gold from returning Klondikers. Thisl
will be news to the government. i

Prescott, Arizona, had a million dol-|
lar fire, and Red Bluff, California, a
very serious one simultaneously with
the \New Westminster conflagration.

WHO'S AFEARED?

Sir:  Anglo-Saxon #s8ks me a courteous
question In Wednesday’s Issue, as to
whether I could not take a ‘little drop”
of whiskey mingled with water without
fear of drinking to excess.. If this means
whether I could risk one drink, I think I
can safely say I could, just as I could risk
one dose of morphine without fear of estab-
lishing the morphine habit. But if Anglo-
Saxon means whether I would dare risk one
diluted drink a day, I amswer, no. X
At a dinner in Washington when the
sparkling wine moved merrily round the
board, Schuyler Colfax, then speaker of the
American house of representatives, refused
the bottle. ‘Colfax is afraid!”’ said one
young fellow whose wine had made him
pert. *“Yes, gentlemen,” said Colfax, “I
am afraid.” And so say I. I wish there
were. more men who were afrald and who
are not afraid to say they are afrai
have seen better men than I ventu on
an occasional dram and they ‘“knew they
could let it alone whenever they chose,””
and I have seen them go down. While we
pray ‘Lead us not into temptation,” we
ought not comntradict our own prayer.
The abuse of liguor is a great evil, or
as Anglo-Saxon puts it, is a cause of great
evil. Of a number of young men starting
in to learn the habit, Anglo-Saxon can pre-
dict and so can I or anybody that a per-
centage of them will bring ruin and sorrow
upon themselves and their families. Of
this we are as sure as of any future event.
‘Why then risk that certain evil for an un-
necessary indulgence? It is true that we
can - forecast evils from other things—as,
for instance, every rallroad which we build
will kill or cripple a percentage of its em-
ployes—nevertheless, -we go on with these
enterprises, but in all these cases, the risk
is run for a necessary or important end.
‘We cannot say that alcohol, as a beverage,
in any of its forms, is necessary. Why,
then, permit the use of a thing certain to
do harm, when nobody. needs it? :
Anglo-Saxon and other intelligent men are
troubled. about the invasion of liberty in-
volved in prohibition. They are willing
that men should abstain and even commend
them for it, but they do not see why tem-
perance men should not be as fair and
give other people the liberty Zhey enjoy
for themselves. Perhaps accord®ng to cold
and strict justice, Anglo-Saxon is rieht.
The drunkard has nobody to blame but him-
self. Let him reap what he has sown, and
let the fittest survive. .

good man earries out this stern law.
Christian civilization thwarts it continual-
{v. The solidarity of human soclety for-

othér people wish to go wrong we dn nat
cheerfully acquiesce, but we try to sten

necessary.
Take the matter of popular education.
Many beys don’t want to go to school and

ling people to send their boys to school.
This is an invasion of personal liberty,
but it is s0 obvionsly for the good of so-
clety that we do it. And we trench upon
liberty further than that. There are tax-
’lznye whe-havé no need of public schools
'or

educate competitors for their own sons.
And -yet we compel these taxpayers to
sapnort public education. This Is not strict
justice, but it is for the general good and
so we do it.

Tt may seem hard for a man who takes
his. glass and, as he says, ‘‘gets no harm
and does no harm by it,”” to be required to
give up that solace, yet if we are to have
a happy people, he must face that hard-
ship. Stopping the liquor traffic will save
hund who as yét have not formed the
appetite, and it will resene hundreds more
who are in the grip of the terrible thirst.
Among my personal friends in Vietoria are
three men and one woman. all well edu-
cated and capable of splendid things, who
have the drink habit. They fight bard
against the. craving and get along sober
for a month or two, but then comes a so-
cial glass at a friend’s house—they hate to
reffise and seem churlish—and then. God
help them, poor souls! Stop the traffic and
my four friends will be rescued. Does not
Anglo-Saxon know some persons of whom
the same’story may be told? I hope
will have compassion upon them and rise
to the height of a great gelf-denial and then
help us with his vote.

: ALBION.

AGRICULTURE IN BRITISH CO-
LUMBI

(By G. H. Hadwen, Duncan, B. C.)

The climate and soil vary so q_uickly
in British Columbia that it is difficult
to treat of general conditions in a short
article, It may be said, however, that
the province is generally divided into
three sections; the Coast, the lower Main-
lJand, and the Interior. The changes,
however, are so frequent and the condi-
tions so different from one valley to
another and from one valley to the
bench above it that you may find prac-
tically two climates within a mile or
two.

On the Coast (I am referring only to
the more settled districts) we find a
climate which is often compared to parts
‘of the south coast of England. Little
‘or no snow in winter and a good deal of
rain in November and December. The
rainfall on the southeast end of Van-
couver Island is not heavy, being from
thirty-five to forty inches; on the west
coast four times as much as this is
recorded. The summer months on this
south-eastern portion are generally too
dry and unfortunately there are no
thunder storms teo refresh plant life dur-
ing the hot weather. In fact I think I
am not overstating the case if I say that
they, have rarely five inches of rain be-
tween the 1st May and the 15th October.
The settlements on the lower Mainland
are principally along the rich alluvial
lands of the Fraser and the rainfall is
generally a little heavier than on the
Island. ' The crops produced on - these
rich lands would not be credited by any
one who has not seen them; nevertheless,
four tens of timothy hay to the acre and
over seventy-five bushels of oats to the
‘acre are really common occurrences., The
bench  lands are now being .taken np.
along ‘the river. These donsist of a very
4 sandy loam and appear to be very
well adapted to fruit, but are. covered
with ‘timber which has to be removed.
The Interior is the dry belt. . East of
the Cascades is ‘where cattle ranges and
‘grain growing with ‘the aid 'of irrigation
are the prineipal features, although fruit
growing is/taking a: .fairly prominent

rapidl
Frase

The dairy industry:is-growing
on the island and on, ‘the lower. Fraser.
Three or four 'creameries have been. es-
tablished; two of them co-operative, and
are making a great success. There is,
in.view of the.impor nof, butter
.from the .south and:from: Manitoba, a
good market- in British Celumbia- for
butter, and the mines which are heing
steadily developed demand an inmﬂﬂg
supply. of butter and condensed 4
shipments of butter to the Coast
have, ‘I understand, nearly ceased this
summer, which shows that the local sup-
ply is getting stronger,

¥

‘Rnt mnejther Anglo-Saxon nor any other

bids Indifference fo the fate of others. If

them, by persuasion if we can, by law if

some parents are indifferent: but notwith-
standing that we tax ourselves to give an
education to the very persons who do not

h it, and we even compel these unwil-

eir own !eblldren; they hire private
tutors and: they object to being taxed ito
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The loewer of south-eastern portion of
the province is the home of the clover,
and does remarkably well. Red clover
is here a perennial, and produces a large
amount of seed. Hay fields which were
laid down in grass and clover twenty
years ago, and that I know well, con-
sist mainly to-day of common red clover;
while in waste places and along the
roadsides clover finds its way in a very
short time. For this reason alone I be-
lieve that the lower provinee will be a
great dairying country, more especially
on the delta lands of the Fraser. Sev-
eral thousand acres have been, or are
pnow being, securely dyked, whic! shoglld
prove, I firmly believe, the best dairying
country in Canada. i

The export of fruit from Bntlgh Co-
lumbia to the Northwest is becoming an
important industry. This has been pro-
moted entirely by co-operation. The
British Columbia . Fruit Exchange, a
purely co-operative concern, shipped last
year some $30,000 weorth of fruit East,
and the figures this year will be con-
giderably larger. Rl}nbard- and ea.rly
vegetables, strawberries, gooseberries,
cherries, plums, apples and pears are
being sent through as far as Winnipeg
ingood shape, and although experience
was a little expensive to pay for at
first the fruit growers have held together,
and will, I believe, make the egch:mge
a very large and important shipping con-
cern.

In conclusion, one word to the settlers
in British Columbia. A great number
of these came out in the early sixties to
the gold fields, stayed on and ;ook up
land after the C. P. R. was built; oth-

and Children. It contains
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for Paregoric,
Millions of Mothers.

Curd, cures Diarrhcea and

ers have come in from all parts of Can-
ada, and from the United States and the
British Isles. But of all these very few
were farmers, and with the high prices
that were prevalent a few years ago 1
must say British Columbia methods  of
farming were too easy-going to last. I
think we are all beginning to feel that
more economical methods must be adopt-
ed. We must study what is most profit-
able on our own. particular land, and
such questions as rotation of crops, se-
lection of stock, the use of ensilage, etc.,
are important. % ;

Population of a kind is wanted, but to
any.who wish to come to British Colum-
bia .to settle I would adyise them to
come. out and examine the situation for
themselves. Men have come out here
without money, and have by sheer enter-
prise and perseverance made a comfort
able home for themselves and families.
Others have come here with money, and
are now working on a farm which vir-

Hence no man can advise another whom
he does not kmow to try & new coun-
try, but without doubt British Colum-
bia has many advantages, and has, I
am sure, a magnificent future before
her.

S R AR el
THE KHALIFA.

The Life and Oharacteristics of ~ the
Fugitive Dervish Chief.

Abdullah et Taishi Khalifa, whose
power has been broken by the British
forces under General Sir Herbert Kitch-
ener, was the most powerful and success-
ful of the three Khalifas of the three
leading Arab tribes, that in 1882 helped
the Mahdi to overthrew the government
of Bgypt in the Eastern Soudan and
establish the Mahdi despotism in its
place. Each of these Khalifas eog:mand-
ed a distinct section of the Mahdi’s army
and Abdullah’s force had most to do
with the annihilation of General Hicks
and his army. Abdullah was the favor-
ite of his master. The Mahdi believed
that if he died Abdullah was the only
man who could maintain the strange em-
pire he had raised and keep the upper
hand of the rapacious Soudanese tribes.
Before his death the Mahdi nominated
the Khalifa Abdullah as his successor,
and thus the tyrannical Arab tribe of the
Bagaras, whose leader was Abdullah,
beeame the masters of the Egyptian Sou-
dan and ruled it wit a rod of fron.

The Mahdi died on' June 22, 1885,
after three years of power, and Abdnllg.'h
has since been known as ‘“the Mahdi’s
successor.” There was 1izﬁt»mse je_a;olésly
and disappointment on the part o e
Danagla and and Jaalin tribes, who had
been the rulers, but now became the
ruled. Civil war on acegnt of Abduilah’s
accesssion was narrowly averted, but he
was too strong for his in the
other tribes, and they fi ehose the |
part of discretion just when all had been
made ready for battle. The new ruler
then made’ it his business to render the
other tribes barmless. He reduced the
power of the two other Khalifas, and
thev became men of little inflnence. He
sent many of the Jaalin and Danagla
Emirs in chains hundreds of miles up
the Nile, and he permitted his Baggara
to plunder the other  tribes without,
mercy, under the pretext of levying tax-
es. There has beén only one ruler of
the Soudan..for the past thirteen y

He maintal.ilnet% his policy of ﬁglty re-
pressing a e people except his own
tribe, until he was tr%htened very badly
by the mews that England and Egypt
were getting ready to invade the_coun-
try and overthrow his power. After that
news reached Omdurman he made a
great show of reversing his policy.. He
pardoned the imprisoned Emirs and tried]
in many ways to win back the disafec-
ted p ;

he.
not a particle of European influence has
permeated sin¢ée the Mahdi captured
Khartoum, extends along the Nile from
'Dongola on the north ‘to the neighber-
hood of Lado on the south, a distance
of -about thirteen -hundred ‘miles. Om-
durman, the, capital, just across the
Nile from the ruins' of Khartoum,  is
about midway between-these points. The
Khalifa lost Darfur, but still his' empire
‘extends from the western limits of Kor
dofan to Abyssinia on the east, and em-
braces about 700,000 square miles. Dur
ing the thirteen years he has controlled
the destinies of the Egyptian Soudan it

tuglly does no longer belong to them.}-

ears,
and he has been the Khalifa Abdullah. | beard,

le. B
halifa’s ‘empire, within which |a.
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war and famine. Constant warfare has
greatly diminished the male population.
Abdullah is forty-niné years old this
year.: He is a Baggara, with dark, cof-
fee-colored complexion, his face much
marked by smallpox. He has a long
and prominent nose and wears a short
, according t6 the Moslem eustom.
‘When he helped ‘to eonquer. the country
he was very but of?ate years he has
growm exceed stout. ‘ He coald
never eoriceal his Baggara accent and
dialeet in speaking Arabic. He is gifted
by nature with tremendous emergy and
common sense, but he has no education
whatever. He can not read or write,
and for this reason he could never ac:
cept a written position, He is very cruel
by nature, while .the Mahdi was natur-
Jhumane. In the terrible days'of the
ymine, when  bones were ground to
powder, made into a sort of bread, and
éaten with eagerness in 'man, the
Khalifa ‘showed,no mercy, or desire
to relieve these terrible supfferings. He
did not care a jot for any of the people
except his Baggara, and he made sure
that they were all ywell fed. -He' treated
the “white prisoners in his hands with
great cruelty except a’ few. whom he
could make useful to him, and their eh-
joyment of his favor was spasmodic and
uncertain. : J :
Like the Mahdi, it was always Ab-
dullah’s wish to destroy even the recol-

is estimated that nearly three-fifths of
its inhabitants have perished throngh

lection of the old regime under the Egyp-

they dstroyed so many of the old towns
which had attained some measure of

prosperity under the Egyptians. Old
Berber was deserted and a new Berber
was built by the Khalifa’s command
just north of the old town. This is the
‘reason and the only one why by far the
finest city in tropical East Africa was
laid in ruins. It was the work of the
Khalifa. He left hardly one stone upod
another in Khartoum. One day in 1886,
after he had been in power a little over
a year, Abdullah ordered the thousands
who lived in Khartoum to quit the town
within three days. On the fourth day
ﬂlel’eafter the work of demolition be-
gan, Hounses were pulled down, the
wood of windows, balconies and doors
was then taken across the river, and soon
the town was fit only to be*the habita-
tion of wild beasts. The bricks were
t over, the Nile and Khartoum was
‘heap of mud ruins. The building ma-
was used in the rearing of Om-
durman on the other side of the Nile
and it became a city of 150,000 inhabit-
ants, The most conspicuous building 100
it was the tomh of the Mahdi. Thous-
ands .of workmen were sent over to
‘Khartoum to get : ]
The Khalifa himself, emirs and judges,
carried stones for the dome. Of course,
the whole city followed their example,
and in a short time all the stone re-
quired was at the site. The Khalifa's

tion government, This is the reason that

palace, also, was a sumcpuous building
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the material for it. .
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