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better hands than the liberal and enlightened 
men who now form theT British Cabinet. The 
press of the United Kingdom teems with 
remedies, English members of Parliament 
and Scotch members of Parliament appear 
to be, equally anxious with the Irish 
bets to adopt a schema that will stay the 
general discontent ; ail it requires is tbe 
carrying out of some such suggestion as that 
proposed , by Mr. Bright—that Parliament 
should have-a short session devoted exclu­
sively to Irish aflairs. Tbe question is 
pressing one. “ We should not” says the 
North British Review, “ longer blind 
selves to the state of Ireland. The 
of Russian diplomatists may exasperate 
into dogged denial ; the persistency of Irish 
members may weary us into niter disgust 
with tbe whole subject ; the petulant foolish 
nature of the people must dishearten their 
warmest friends ; but if these excusable 
tions can be for
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This bill was also taken np in committee:a moment forgotten, can 
any Englishman conscientiously say that 
Ireland is other*than a source of sorrow and 
shame ? The traces left by long years of 
misrule are not removed in a day ; but with 
évery allowance for this the state of Ireland 

deep reproach. Disguise it from 
ourselves as we will, the fact is certain, and 
will at last become clear even to the stolid 
Eoglish mind, that nearly all Ireland, save 
the aristoctacy and the shopooracy, is pos­
sessed by forms of discontent the discovery 
of which takes us altogether by surprise. 
Church questions and land questions, im­
portant everywhere, are of vital importance 
in -Ireland. Something, indeed, was accom­
plished by tbe Encumbered Estates Act. But 
the tenure of land in Ireland requires yet freer 
handling ; the gigantic abuse of the Irish 
Establishment must be abated. We 
shoot the Irish or transport them—in 
way and all ways improving them off the 
face cf the earth like Red Indians. This 
Cromwell’s method ; and whatever
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we may
think of its morality, was an intelligible and 
ednsistent policy. Or we may conciliate 
them by governing them with deference to 
their principles and opinions. The one thing 
we cannot do with any result but that of 
misery to them- and discredit to ourselves, is 
the thing we insist on doing ; namely, to 
govern Ireland with an utter disregard of the 
feelings and wishes of the bulk of the Irish 
people. It is all very well to talk glibly of 
‘ justice ’ and * equality of laws ; ’ bat we 
forget that what is justice here may be in­
justice there, and that “equality of laws’’ 
may by the Irish be regarded as but a sweet, 
eonnd.ng name for forcing English law upon 
the Irish nation. At all events we Scotoh-
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