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NEAR THE CENTURY MARK,

e

-~ STARTS STUDYING MUSIC

Thomas Collins, of Biddulph Township, Has Lived in the

»

~ Reigns of Six British

Sovereigns, and Has

Remarkable Agility.

fSpecial to The Advertiser.]

Clandeboye, April 3.—Ninety-nine
ind 2 half vears old and starting to
sake music lessons!

Thomas Collins, of the first conces-
sion, Biddulph Township, who has
lived in the reigns of six British sov-
ereigns, is the remarkable individual.
From fifteen' minutes to half an hour
each evening he “practices” on the
prgan, and his own testimony is that
he is making good progress. He
bought a new organ six months ago,
having grown tired of a melodion, and
only six weeks ago he decided to learn
to play “by music” by the “New
Method”’—a system that had been
recommended for those ambitious to
pe self-taught—and the venerable
gentleman with the soul of a Christian
set about to still improve his talents
and keep a cheerful heart so long as
he is blessed with life and his facul-
ties.

He pumps the organ pedals with
energy and follows the numbers from
the music book to the numbers along
the keyboard, and makes melody. He
sings a great deal and attempts his
own accompaniment, but his course
has thus far been too short to effect a
satisfactory result in this regard.

Hundred Years in November.

On Nov. 12, if he is spared, Mr. Col-
ling will be 100 years old. He is won-
derfully. smart. . His mind is clear and
his memory almost a marvel. Nor is
he bereft of agility and vigor.

Last fall his eldest son, David, who
lives on the homestead and who is 70
vears old, was startled one day to see
his very aged parent half way up the
steel windmill tower and still mount-
ing. The son shouted, “Come down
from there, you'll fall!” But Mr. Col-
lins, senior, only looked back and
smiled and kept on climbing.

The old gentieman had come out to

get a pail of fresh water., The pump|
near the house was out of order and|
he proceeded to the windmill pump.i
But when he threw the windmill into|
gear there was no wind. He placc-d!
the pail under the spout of the pump,!
climbea aloft—40 feet to the top—and
with his hands turned the windmill
round and round by the blades until
the pail was filled. And all the while!
he was looking down, watching the
pail, from his dizzy height.

He worked outside on ‘“the place,”
trimming trees and the hedge last fall
until the snow began to fly. During
“the winter he painted and grained the
house within, and tinted the walls with
a paint brush.

The winter being unusually severe, he
has felt a few aches and had depressed
spells which he never before experienced,
and so he has taken up music.

Music Has Helped Him.

“The music has been a great lift to
me,” he told The Advertiser yesterday.
“1 wav glad as soon as I found there was
a weans whereby I could learn, and this
more than makes up the value of the
_orgamto me.’’

On acoount of his not being out all win-
ter to exercise his legs, the organ tires
fhim, he stated, and watching the figures,
on the music rack and at his fingers al-
ternately, bothers him some.

“Lately I have been feeling badly at
times,”’” he added. ‘I don’t know that I
am quite the same man that 1 was, but
the Lord has not despised me. He seems
to keep me up. He will not throw me
over. I hope to live to be a hundred. I
think I had better,”” he laughed, ‘because
there are so many people waiting for it.”

Here the son explained: ‘“He never had
a headache or was sick in his life, and if
he feels a little bad it affects him. He
fancies it is worse than it is.”

“Would you like to hear me sing?”’ vol-
unteered the patriarch, and upon being so
assured, he announced a favorite “funny
love song’ and sang through seven or
eight lengthy stanzas of ‘“‘Betsey Baker.”

“1 have strange thoughts sometimes
about singing these songs, whether the
T.ord likes that kind. I have always tried
to be good and to do some good to some-
‘one every day I could.”

Came to Canada When 27.

Mr. Collins then told of his migration
to Canada from Kent County, Parish of
Penharst, England, when he was 27 years
of age, and of the courting days which
followed. He showed an immense Bible
which he had brought with him, a com-
plete volume but in loose leaflets then.
This he bound firmly and neatly and made
& hinged cover of carved walnut to in-
case it. All through the Book he has
made notes during his numerous perusals.
¥e has entered statistics about himself
and his family. There were twelve chil-
dren, ten of whom are still living.

«He has read that Bible through several
times, and once on his knees,” said Mrs.
Dav.d Collins, who regards the old gentle-
man with reverence.

Mr. Collins was a carpenter by trade,

and followed this calling for a number of

THOMAS COLLINS.
vears, but when children began to arrive
he decided he must have a home of his
own. He bought the 50-acre farm on
which he now lives and himself built the
brick homestsad and barns.
stone work, brick work and carpentry
work inside and out. The material he cut
from his farm and turned the staircase
rail himself on a hand lathe, from selected
cherrywood cut on the farm.

Is Systematic.

He always kept a careful accounting
of what he earned and spent, and can tell
almost to a cent what his assets are to-
day.

“1 know what everything has cost me,
of the trouble I've had and of how much
I've been robbed,” he declared. ‘But I
bhave had good crops; the Lord was good.

“] know how much my children cost
me, too,” he laughed; ‘‘yes, every one of
them.”

He writes in a plain, steady hand, and
reads The Advertiser every day.

“I have taken some interest in politics
and have been a life-long Reformer,” he
announced proudly.

WA 1S SIH MELU
DESERTED THE PARTY?

Question Asked in Upper House
by Senator Cloran—Not
Enough Rebates.

Ottawa,

passed the interim supply bill from

the Commons and arranged for a joint

hearing of evidence on the consolidat-
ed railway bill with the Commons. The
Upper House then adjourned over
Easter.

Before the orders of the day were
called Senator Cloran asked the fol-
lowing question, which, however, was
unanswered:

“Has the Government any intimation
that a stalwart Liberal of this House
has transferred his allegiance from
the Liberal to the Government ranks?
His name is Sir Lyman Melvin Jones,
president of the Massey-Harris Com-
pany. Is it because the rebates of his
company, of $100,000 last year, are not
enough, and he is trying to get more?”

THIEVES LOOT PARCEL POST

Buffalo, April 3.—Thefts of parcel
post packages valued at $5,000 were
disclosed after the arrest of three men
here tonight, and a large mail order
house, which was the principal loser,
claims their loss during the last twelve
months will reach $15,000.

LOCKJAW FOLLOWS A FALL

Kingston, April «3.—Gerald Howes, the
7-vear-old son of G. B. Howes, Par-
ham, died in the General Hospital today
of lockjaw. Ten days ago he fell on the
ice, striking his head on a stick, which
cut a gash over his right eve.
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and present it at this office with the ex-
m ite the style selected (which covers the
of the cost of packing, express from the factory, cheecking, elerk
hire and other necessary EXPENSE items), and of

This beautiful big volume
a writer of international renown, and is the acknowl-
edged standard reference work of the great Canal Zone,
It is a splendid large book of almost 500 pages, 9x12
inches in size; printed from new type, large and clear,

ial paper; bound in tropical red veilum cloth;
title stamped in gold, with inlaid color panel; contains
Y than 600 magnificent illustrations, including beau-
- tiful pages reproduced from water color studies in col-
ass any work of a similar character,
1 book that would sell for $4 under usual
i but which is presented to our readers for SIX of

the above Certificates of consecutive dates, and only the
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is written by Willis J.

for $1.59 and 6 Certificates

I8  Sent by Mail, Postage Paid,

text matter practically the sanve as the $4 vol-

cloth; contains only 1
and

He did the |

April 3.—The Senate today
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SKIN TROUBLES
" FROM SCROFU LA

Among the many manifestations of
serofula are eruptions on the face
and body. These are both annoying and
disfiguring. How often the complexion
would be perfect if they were not pres-
ent! "

Other manifestations are bunches, in-
famed eyelids, sore ears, wasting of the
muséles, and general debility.

Ask vour druggist for Hood's Sar-
saparilla. This great medicine completely
eradicates scrofula and builds up the
whole system. Get it today.

MAY PUT A CHECK ON
GRAND TRUNK PACIFI

Borden Refers Requests From
Quebec Board of Trade to
Legal Authorities.

[Canadian Press.]

Quebec, April 3.—Three important
questions affecting the operation of the
Transcontinental Railway, the establish-
ment of a shipbuilding plant at Levis
and the ab®ition of the Quebec Corpo-
ration of Pilots were taken up today at
the meeting of the Quebec Bourd of
Trade.

Regarding the flrst matter letiers were
read from Premier Borden 2nd L. P.
Pelletier in answer to suggestions re-
cently made by the board. The sug-
gestions were as follows:

1. That the Government should not
hand over any portion of the Transconti-
nental to the Grand Trunk Pacific Com-
pany before the whole line is completed,
the object of this recommendation be-
ing to insure that traffic should not be
diverted out of Canadian channels.

2, That a clause should be inserted in
the lease fixing a maximum rate at
which wheat should be carried from
western points to Quebec, St. John and
Halifax.

Want Security to Cover Contract.

3. That the Grand Trunk Pacific
should give undoubted security that
clausues 42 and 45 of the contract with
the Government should be faithfully car-
ried out. Clause 42 provides that the
export traffic of this railway, when not
specifically routed otherwise by the ship-
per, shall be carried to Canadian ocean
ports, and that the through rate on
freight to “points of destination’” shall
at no time be greater via Canadian ports
than via United States ports. Clause 45
obliges the company to provide at Can-
adian ocean ports vessels sufficient in
tonnage and in number of sailings to
take care of and transport ‘all its traf-
fic" both inward and outward, so that
no diversion of traffic from Canadian
ports can be made on the plea that
ocean tonnage is insufficient at Canadian
ports.

Looking Up Legal Right.

Mr. Borden in reply says that the
suggestions have been referred to the
department of railways and canals and
also to the department of justice for a
decision as to the legal right of the
Government to insert stipulations in the
contraect.

During the meeting reference was
made to negotiations which are being
carried on between the Levis Board of
Trade and Sir Percy QGirouard, director
of the firm of Armstrong & Whitworth,
relative to the establishment of a branch
of that filrm across the river in connec-
tion with the huge graving dock on
which Messrs. M. P. and J. 8. Dayis will
commence work this spring.

A memorial was sent to the Govern-
ment urging it to concentrate its ship-
building energies at Levis on the ground
that a large staff of shipwrights and
steel workers should always be avail-
able for the repair of large vessels for
which the dock is intended.

ARRANGES FOR FUNERAL
THEN SHODTS HERSELF

Toronto Woman Was Despond-
ent Since Death of Her
Husband.

[Canadian Press.]

Toronto, April 3.—Mrs. Margaret Dur-
rell, 52 St. George street, Toronto, shol
herself through the heart in her home
this evening. Her dead body was found

on her bed by a sister-in-law, Mrs,
Wainwright, 264 St. Patrick street. The
deceased was 53 years of age. Her hus-
band died last month and she had been
melancholy ever since.

A peculiar feature of the suicide was
a tentative arrangement made by Mrs.
Durrell with the undertaker who had
buried her husband, and also with the
cemetery officials, as she wished to be
laid beside Mr. Durrell. In arranging
for her burial, she did not intimate that
she contemplated ending her life. It
is understood that her wishes will be
carried out.

GODERICH REFUSES :
. TO PAY EXPENSES

Asks Government to Provide Water and
Light For Camps.
[Special to The Advertiser.]

Goderich, April 3.—At a special
meeting of the council tonight a let-
ter was read from Col. Hodgins, D.O.
C., London, asking that the expenses
of water and light for the military
camp be borne by Goderich,

The ecouncil passed a resolution
flatly refusing to pay the costs on
the ground that it was the Govern-
ment’s duty to pay its own way.

The expense, which amorats to $1,-
400, has been borne for «wo years by
G.derich council, and this year it is
claimed the town is not in a position
to stand the ontlay.

The Government will be requested
to pay the amount, and it it will not
Goderich will likely lose the camp.

GREEKS ATT_ACK,_ALBANIANé

Town Reported in Flames and Many
Persons Killed.

Vienna, April 3.—A report was re-
ceived here today from Avlona, Al-
pania, that Greek irregular

other towns on the Argyro-Castro and.
Koritsa line. Koritsa was reported

said to have

forces |
were fiercely attacking Koritsa and |
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Shopping Will Beg
Earnest Monday !

With but five business days remaining to complete your E aster shopping, there is not a moment to be lost. The store
is brimful of fashion interest, and brilliant with new merchandise in every department. The note of newness, of novelty, of
change is in the air. The Easter season is a time when there is an added zest to the selection of every detail of one’s ward-
robe, and here you may wander and inspect and choose from countless varieties of merchandise, fresh from their boxes
and but recently off lcoms and machines of the primary producers, both foreign and domestic. New Suits and Gowns, the
latest Millinery modes, the completely “different” Blouses, naw Neckwear, smart new Bags, the charm of the Oriental and
Indian Necklaces. Each department crisp with everchanging beauties of new merchandise.
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Last Déy of

Gossard
Demonstration
We invite you to visit
our Corset Department
today. A fitting in a
Gossard Corset does not
obligate you—it only af-
fords us an opportunity
to show you how we can
improve your figure im-
mediately — when cor-
rectly fitted in a Gossard
Corset. Special demon-
stration today.
Second Floor.

g

e

Special Gossard
Demonstrator
Direct from the
Factory

Mrs. Harriet Huzzah,
special demonstrator of
the H. W. Gossard Com-
pany, has joined with
us in an earnest endeavor
to bring to every woman
in London the latest
style news and informa-
tion regarding new mod-
els in Gossard Corsets.

Beautiful New Ribbons

for Easter

A splendid shipment of pretty and
attractive Ribbons just sed into
stock, all ready today for your inspec-
tion. All the new color ¢ mbinations in
brocades, floral and Dresden effects,
also shepherd’s plaid and fancy stripes.

e

New W all Decorations
Plain Effects for Dining-Room,
Hall or Library

We are now prepared for any kind
of room decorating, with a complete
stock of new papers and trimmings.

50-Inch OQatmeals, all colors, with
strappings to match; also cut-out bor-
ders. Paper, 35¢; strapping, 5c¢; bor-
der, 10c and 20c.

30-Inch Pulps, all colors, ?0c¢ roll; with
strappings to match, 3¢ yard.

30-Inch Grass Cl: ths, in brown, tan,
blue and gray ......75¢c and $1.50 roll
_ 30-Inch Fibres, with canvas designs,
in brown, green and tan ... .50¢ a roll

30-Inch Pebbles, in brown, tan and

85¢ roll
80-Inch Stippled Oatmeals, in gray,
green and tan, with strappings and
decorations to mateh, 8c to 20c yard
18-Inch Blends, Scrumbles, Stipples,
Leathers, Grass Cloths and Crush
Effects. Price, roll ........... 50¢
Strappings, 5¢ and 10c¢ yard. Borders,
10c to 20c yard, cut-out. Twelve dif-
ferent shades in Blends and nine dif-
ferent shades in Grass Cloths, 50¢
roll.
21-Inch Grasa Cloth effect, 20c roll;
blue, tan and green only. Strips,
3¢ yard.
21-Inch Grass effects, hand-made, in
ivorv, blue and brown, $1.25 roll

Hand-colored straps and borders to

match.
21-Inch Hand-Colored Blends, all colors,

$1.75 roll. Strappings, 10c and 25¢
yard.

New Ea'ster Handbags

The new styles in Ladies’ Handbags
have created extraordinary selling; Black
leather-covered rivetted frame and small
coin purse; new, deep shape. Price...$1

Black Crepe Seal Bag, with neat nickel
frame; moire-lined, with stationary mir-
ror and smalt envelope coin purse. Special

.. $1.50

Black Crepe Seal Bag, leather-lined,

with memo, coin purse and mirror. Price
e cisinsis 200

Black Pin Seal Bag, with loop handle,
leather-lined, nickel frame with small
envelope purse. Price $2.50

THE BRIGHTON—A new Bag, genu-
ine morocco, moire-lined, with small en-
velope coin purse and stationary mirror.
Price .... > $3.50

Draped Leather Bag, moire-lined, with
mirror and coin purse; loop handle; green,
navy and purple, with nickel top. Price

See display on Main Aisle, Front
Section.

Handsome floral designs, on extra
quality bengaline, 7-inch width, in nell-
rose, alice blue and purple, $1.00 yard

Pretty Dresden effects in yellow,
rose, blue and white foundations, T-inch

... 85¢ yard

Dashing brocade effects, in purple
with green and cer’'re, with navy de-
sign, 7T-inch width $1.00 yard

Gold Tissue Ribbon, Roman effect, 7-
inch width $1.25 yard

Striped Ribbons, white with cerise,

PR I A R R )
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Black Pin and Crepe Seal Bag; leather-
lined, with small envelope coin purse and
leather-covered frame. Price....$5.00

Handsome Black Silk Moire Bag, with
navy, tango, and turnt orange, 7-inch |t loop strap handle; purple satin lining, fin-

: $1.00 yard || ished with heavy silk tassel. Special. ...

Shepherd’s Plaid Ribbons, with & ae e $3.50
stripes forming centre and elge, in ' Handsome Pon_lpadorg Silk Bag,
brown, alice and olive green, 8-inch. .. with silk tassel and lined with rose-colored

$1.00 yard [| moire. Special ................ .$5.75
Main Floor.
A New Suitcase or

Club Bag for Your
Easter Trip

Chcose it from our brand new stock

of latest pattern Bags and Suitcases.
Black Bull Sea Lion, grain leather,
large stitched corners, covered frame,
double straight handles, leather-lined,
with pocket. Special .....$4.49
Heavy Black Walrus Grain Leather
Bag sewed-in frame, three-piece style,
. leather lined, double straight handles. .
.. $7.50 to $8.50

Third Floor.
Inspect Our Manicure and
Ladies’ Hairdressing Parlors

4

Are You Ready for the
April Showers?

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’'s
brellas—Two Specials

79c¢ and $1.00

Splendid union taffeta tops, with
strong paragon frames; directoire a}nd
crook handles, plain or trimmed for ladies,
and horn, mission or boxwood crooks for
men. Special, each ... 79¢

Extra quality silk and wool tops,

hemmed and taped edges and paragon
frames: ladies’ directoire handles in mis-
sion and enamel, plain and trimmed; also
horn and boxwood crooks; men’s handles
in mission and boxwood crooks. Special

: : e

A New Cane for Easter

Good assortment of the newest styles
in Walking Sticks — partridge, cherry,
Pimento and Congo crooks; plain and
sterling silver mounts. Prices $1.50,

$2, $2.50, $3, $3.50, $4, $4.50.
- Main Floor.

Um-

Here you will fnd a most modern
equipment, including the _newest ap-
pliances for electric treatments for the
scalp and face, shampooing, hair-dress-
ing, manicure and massage treatments.

50c each
Shampoo, with hair dress ...... 50c
Course of 6 treatments ...... $2.50

Everything in connection with these
parlors is most sanitary and clean,
and under the supervision "~ an expert
manicurist.

SAVE YOUR COMBINGS and have
switches, puffs, transformations or
curls made from your own hair.

Puffs and Curls ..... 15¢ to 50c¢
Transformations ....... $1.00 to $2.00
1 Point Switech, 75¢, or 3 for $2.00
2 Point Switch $1.25
3 Point Switch $1.50

Corrult our manicurist. Appoint-

ments may be made by prone—4400.
Second Flooer.

Waterproof Rubber Cloth Suitcases ..

$1.00 to $1.25

Fibre Brand Suitcases, well made and

$3.00 t~ $3.50

Strong Leather Suitcases, with brass

trimmings $4.25 to $4.75
Basement,

STRAWBERRIES AND
ICE CREAM, 10c.
3 to 5:30.

Restaurant.

_ NEW SPECIAL A /¥ /
Skirt-Making Department. ~ AW ' . ’
See Models—Making, $2.50. wr /g L1
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