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The close of a momentous week,
which contained days as black and
threatening almost as any in the
whole course of the war, leaves us
with confidence renewed in the spirit
and strength of the magnificent Brit-
ish Army. It has stood a searching
test with superb succegs. When the
sheer weight of the Hun masses burst
their way through to Bailleul and
took and held Wytschaete and part at
least of the famous Messines Ridge,
things looked dark indeed. The
double thrust north and south, was a
most serious one. The first, which
menaced the whole Ypres salient, was
met by a successful withdrawal of
the most advanced 1lines bhefore the
city, a necessary precautlon should a
large retirement be necessary. ¥rom
all accounts it would appear the
line here is stronger than hefore. e
thrust to the south, that is the whole
Lens region, has also been met by the
resistance of the British, which has
now stiffened into iron. Though fresh
attacks are to be expected, they will
need to be tremendously strong to
break it. The refirement - from the|reasons. I may not be very much
Passchendaele crest would be regret- | au fait with the merits of the -case,
table were it not that geography has ! but it seems to me that the large part
ceased to have the importance it has of Ireland which has been fighting so
had hitherto: in the tremendous pro-: long for seif-government, and which
portiong of these battles it is the has now a great chance to put itself
casualty lists, mot the maps, that, entirely in the right, is choosing in-
matter. - | stead to put itself entirely in the

Besides the encouraging stiffening , wrong. It denounces conscription as
of the British Army in the face of | unjust, tyrannical and so on. That is
great odds, there are several notable { nonsense. It is no more unjust in Ire-
points about the week’s fighting. One | land than in any other part of the
is the arrival of French reinforce- | Empire or of the world, if only be-
ments on the British front, another,|cause this war is no less Ireland’s war
illustrating in similar fashion the now | than any other country’s in the Em-
complete unity of all three armies, the | pire. If the Irish would accept con-
despatch of an Italian contingent to | scription, or make it unnecessary,
France at a moment when a tremen- | they would show themselves not mere-
gous blow hangs imminent over the|ly entitled to Home Rule but deserv-
Italian front itself. Neither of these | ing of it; they would give a few hun-
events would be practicable if such |dred thousand fine fighting men to
unity~had not been established, and | the canse at a time when it is in des-
also if the enemy had not already be- | perate need of them; and if Ulster
gun to lose much of the' initiative. | made any kick it wonld be smothéred
Thus, it is almost certain that the |at once under a universal wave of
French reinforcements have come |indignation. By their present atti-
from another part of the line, not|tude they bid fair to enlist outside
from the main reserve which is being | sympathy instead with the recalei-
held ready for the great counter-|trant province. What will come of it
attack; whereas it is equally probable | A1l no-one can pretend to knew, but
that the German main reserve is be- | it is to be hoped that British sense
ing drawn on heavily. The Allies’|and the critical needs of the times
strategy is becoming more apparent | will be the most potent factors in
as the situation develops. It consists | smoothing out the situation and bring-
simply in holding the lines with the | ing the most good out of it.
greatest tenacity and with the fewest
possible forces consistent with safety,
while this reserve army is preparing.
Germany is absolutely committed to
the offensive, and will continue long
after it has become hopeless: to let
up for an instant, except in prepara-
tion for a new stroke, would be  too
disastrous a confession of failure.
Then, when the German masses have
dashed themselves to pieces against a
line which cannot be broken and their
reserves are comparatively exhaust-
ed, a fresh and very large Entente ar-
my will deal a blow which may or
may not be fended. Perhaps we shall
not have long to wait to see.

Eloquent hints come from Austria
these days. With the resignation of
Czernin and the Hungarian cabinet,
and threats of May-day peace demon-
strations, things are evidently not too
rosy in the dual Empire. It will be
interesting, too, to sée how the great
Austrian offensive fares without any

land delay. ~‘Therefore
if money be wanting, let it be emrl
buted freely and generously.

It would not be fair to the boys to
hdve them give up for lack of financial
assistance, neither will it be fair to
expect them to go forth without the
power of the dollsr behind them. Fill
their treagury to overflowing with
money. They are doing it all for the
icause and their hearts are overflow-
ing with loyalty to their pals, who are
Jooking anxiously to the West for the
expected and much ndeded reinforce-
4 ments, Help them along. of
—_— their fund showing hundreds make it
p g read thousands. The commercial body

v by donating advertising space to the
venln e e ram Soldiers are materially helping—and
¥ they are doing more than this. They
e are giving liberal sums toward de-
rietor fraying the expenses of the various
'partins going out. The Government,
0T - t00, should do its bit, but any contri-
, bution from them should be accepted
ias & subscription only, and should
not be regarded as imposing any obli-
gation on the Soldiers to depart from
their fixed methods of procedure. The
time is passing and the need is im-
_perative. From the blood soaked fields
of Flanders comes the insistent call:
“Send us men to fill the gaps.” Heed
the call! send the men; pile up the
money for this aggressive form of
recruiting and make the Soldiers cam-
paign a success, ‘Three hundred men
are wanted now. Will the young men
inscribe their names on the honor roll
of this complement, or will they wait
UNTIL SELECTIVE CONSCRIPTION
TAXES THEM?

Boys of the Outports
We Want Your Help.

We want it at onée.

‘We know you are not go-

ing to fall down on us.

Our Armies in France are

being hard pressed, how
hard pressed it is difficult for any of
us to realize. Our Regiment is with
these Armies, and is short of men.
Our men worn out with continuous
fighting, on your behalf, on behalf of
your families, may be overwhelmed.
‘We do not believe that when you know
your pals need help, so badly, you are
going to leave them in distress.

To leave them would be absolutely
the same as if you saw a friend of
youre fall overboard from his boat and
heard him call to you for help, and
you said “let him drown, I'm quite
comfortable where I am, in my boat,”
or, “if I get get out after him I may
get wet.” Or if you said, “I am too
busy catching fish to attend to him.”

Now there are people who tell us
that all some outport men care for is
how much fish they can catch, and
how much they can get for it. But we
do not believe this, and we tell them
so strongly. We know you~ outport
men well, and have seen you daring
death for your friends. We have seen
you braving dangers. We know your
hospitality. We know your large
heartedness.

St. Joun’s is away ahead of you in
sending men to the Regiment, and we
trust that we may be good enough
men to keep ahead of you, but we can’t
afford to have you too far behind us.
We want your company. St. John’s is
giving freely now of its men to help
the Empire in its distress, but we send
the call to you. Come and help us.
Boys you won't fail us,

Any of you who go now will be bet-
ter looked after than before, as we
have formed here in St. John’s an As-
sociationy of Returned Soldiers who
will look after the interests of the
men at the Front, the men going, and
the men returning If there are any
troubles, correspond with or see per-
sonally, the President of Our Asso-
ciation, Ex-Sergt. H. Mitchell; Secre-
tary, Ex-Private Bert Harris, or Com-
mittee Men:—Ex-Sergt. John Robin-
son or Ex-Corporal Peter Mansfield.
| If any of you have troubles now re-
’member the Army Motto:—“Grouse all
! the time if you like to, but quit grous-
ling in time of danger.” No returned
man will chance seeing his pals in the
trenches overwhelmed because he was
slack in getting help sent him.

No Real Man will see another man
dying for him, and do so with utter
disregard.

'Hit the Trail of the Cariboy,
And make your people proud '_

‘«]JN FREEDOM'S
CAUSE.”

)

Muddle seems the only name
though the word A
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An Ouirage.

It is generally talked of about
town to-day that one of the first
acts of the Government, after
the meeting of the Legislature
on Tuesday, will be to bring in
a Bill to re-extend the life of
the present Assembly for an-
other year. If such is the in-
tention, and there is no reason
to doubt it, a more glaring ‘out-
rage cannot De perpetrated.
The country will not stand for
it, and notice is hereby served
on His Excellency the Gover-
nor that assent to a Bill of this
nature will arouse a storm of
protest from all parts of the Is-
land. As it is, we protest in
the name of the people against
the bare thought of this at-
tempt. With but a two-thirds
representation in the House of
Assembly at present and with
many seats vacant, any meas-
ure to prolong the life of the
Government ‘- is calculated to
bring disaster and discredit up-
on this Dominion. We sound
the warning note to-day. Next
week we shall deal further with
this matter and some details in
connection with it. In the mean-

" time let the people prepare
themselves for the fight for
their Constitutional rights

+ which the National (?) Gov-

.ernment would take away with-

“-out hesitation.

“Success fo the
Soldiers.

The returned Soldiers, and the re-
Jected Volunteers are certainly putting
any amount of energy into the work
which they have undertaken in behalf
of the Regiment, and have succeeded
in arousing a popular sentiment which
promises to be greater than ever. They
are leaving nothing undone .to create
the feeling that the boys “over there”
are confiding in the loyalty and pat-
riotism of their friends on this side,
and in proving that this dependence is
not going abegging for the lack of re-
sponse. If any additional testimony
is needed as evidence of their efforts,
the grand meeting of last night at the
Casino, supplies it. A wave of en-
thusiasm swept over the. gathering
from the very start and interest was
maintained throughout.
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as to copscription, is

to Home Rule. And thus we are like-
ly to have the two irreconcilable ele-:
ments in Ireland united for once:
! against the twin programme of the
Government, but for very different
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Young Man'

Only two things are worth while fo-day—

A Suit of Khaki

OR

FINE WORK. .

Hats off to the soldier s! In one

week they have added—for it is they It is Y B
Where’s Your’s

that have done it—more than a hun-
dred recruits to the roll and stirred
the country as it never was stirred
before. They have at any rate thor-
oughly stirred St. John's, To-day
and to-morrow they are going to stir
Bell Island, and the outports’ turn is
coming. A new force has made its
appearance in our national life, for
the soldiers are certain to be a fac-
tor in more public questions from
this on than recruiting. That, how-
ever, is the most pressing to-day, and
it is to be hoped that the infection of
enthusiasm which so happily seized
on St. John’s will spread all over the
Island and send every man that can
go to the colours. It will mean, not
only that the Regiment will stay in
the line, but will be in at the finish.

Should be Inquired Into

Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—I drop you a line to en-
deavor to ascertain whether the Gov-
ernment is aware of the strange posi-
tion occupied by our resident Malil
Clerk jn this place, *

In the first place, no one knows
what he really does to earn his sal-
ary, At first he was supposed to
travel on the steamers and assort

the mail en route. And later he was
sent in on the trains, returning from
Bay of Islands; but now  he does
neither, nor anything else that we
can see, to earn his salary.

YVery often our letters and papers

BOYS, HELP THE PALS IN THE
TRENCHES.
You are asked to do this by
THE RETURNED SOLDIERS.
And we know as you are Christian
Men you will not fail in your duty.
apl20,1i

War Veterans
Welcomed.

A number of Royal
Naval Reservists and Re-'
turned Soldiers, whose
names appeared in this
paper on Thursday,
reached the city by special train at
8,30 p.m. yesterda On arrival at;

This space given to the Regiment by S. MILLEY.
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McMurdo’s Store News.

PERSONAL.—Rev. Hugh V. ™%
B.A., who is suffering from
and who has been under & §]
care for some weeks in this ©

4
When you want Steaks, Chops,

Cutlets and Collops, try ELLIS’.

Now it is perfectly obvious that this
great Soldiers mcvement cannot be
carried on without funds. As money
is the sinews of war, so in this case
will it be the sinews of the campaign,
and we are all equally responsible tor

MEN VOLUNTEER AT ONCE.
THE NEED IS IMPERATIVE.
DON'T WAIT TILL SELECTIVE

CONSCRIPTION GOES THROUGH.

G. Knowhng, Lid.

We have just opened a large shipment of
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Untnmmed and Ready-to-Wear, Tagel,
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the station they “were met by the }
Ladies’ Reception Committee, the:
Premier and a guard of honor from
the Regiment and H. M. 8. Briton.
Then followed a brief address by the
Premier, who welcomed them on be-
half of the Dominion and thanked
them for the splendid services they
had rendered in the great cause. Car-
riages were then supplied by the La-
dies’ Reception ‘Committee and the
men driven to their homes.. This
morning they called at Government
House and were received by His Ex-
cellency the Governor.

“Against the Wall”

‘When ‘ﬁulnd's baek is “’gainst the
5 wal 'n
She’s  mot undone;

o Enzlznd has been there betore.
And yet, hath won! '

With back udnst the wall she takes
A breathing spell,

Then hurls herself upon her foes

And gives them hell!

F’en though the Germans forward
pressed, _
A mighty host,
Each foot they got was purchased at
A fatal cost!

‘While W fights for truth, and
All will be well;

® Invineibl

mn&utm’m.m'rom and |}

go in on the line and have to be sent
back here again. Having so little
to do the time hargs heavily on his
hands, and doubtless this is the rea-
son for his new occupation as Chair-
man of the local N. I. W. A. Is the
Government really aware of this?
I remain, dear sir,
Yours truly,

ARGUS. |
Channel, April 15, 1918.

KNOWLING’S
STATIONERY DEPARTMENT.

e

Just Received:—

New 10¢. Novels
“Tloming asters 17

Bertha M. Clay,
Mrs. E: D. E. N. Southworth,
Dumas,

SATURDAY, April 20.

There is no doubt of the quality of
the Fertilizers put up by the Colonial
Fertilizer Co., of Windsor, N.S., be-
cause they have been making Fertilfz-
ers under war conditions during the
last three seasons, and their Fer-
tilizers have given remarkably good
results to farmers and gardeners
who have used them. You take there-
fore take no chances by using these
Fertilizers, their record is established
as an excellent one, apd this segson’s
manufacture will be fourd in quality
and fertilizing power, quite up to
those of last season. Owing to the
increased cost of materials, Colonial
‘Pertilizers are somewhat more ex-
‘pensive this year, but in this case as
in most others, it pays to get the best.
Price (bag of 167 1bs.) $7. a bag.
e ———

DIED.

This morning, atter a short {llness,
Mr. Thomas Morris, aged 66 years.
Funeral on Monday at 2.30 pm. from
his late residence, Stewart Avenue;
grm will please accept this, the
Onls'. inthm No flowers.

.vlt

away at

BAY BOATS START MAY 1ST.—
The Reid Co.’s bay boats are to arrive
next week to be put in readiness for
the regular summer service which
starts May 1st.

gradually improving.

When you want S8
:el;y—get ELLIS’; W
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G. Knowling, L |

We have just opened a new lot of




