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NEWS OF THE DISTRICT
TOFIELD.

Bulletin News Service.
The old timers around Tofield were 

chid to see Jack Norris in their 
midst the other day. Jack used to 
hunt buffaloes on the hills around 
the town, so he says.

The Union C.E.—Methodist and

were Chairman W. K. Shields. J. E- 
McConnell, Wm. MacOwan and Wm. 
Stephenson. The meeting was opened 
by Chairman W. K. Shields, the min
utes ol previous meeting were read 

girl; and Mr. and Mrs. Rhomstead, a and confirmed. It was moved by Wm. 
girl. .MacOwan, seconded by J. E. MeCon-

Irma, March 29th I ne'l that the secretary treasurer write
to the department of public works

MELLOWDV E.
Bulletin News Service. • .

W. J. Johnston and son Frank, 
have returned from Edmonton where

Presbyterian—held its social at the <?r■%* bTr”<?"
Manse on Monday, 21st inst. t. with them a brother of Mr. John-
u uecided success.

t. TT 1,11 Liitriu a urvuier o* avii. ,101111-was st<)n and wjfe lrom g,,^ Dakota. 
All the residents hope they intend 
taking up a homestead here.

J- W. Harris is busy building»

asking if they will supply the council 
with “agreement forms’* for owners of 
land to sign who are willing to give 
land for roads.
: It was moved oy Wm. MacOwan 
seconded by Wm. Stephenson that $50 
be granted for road’ work between sec
tions 22, 23, 26, and 27 in township 
$3-4-5.
lilt was moved by J. E. McConnell 
seconded by Wm MacOwan, that $100

OLD BATTLEFIELDS REVISITED
A Winnipeg Veteran Goes Over the Ground Made Famous by the Events 

of 1886—Memories of the Stirring Scenes and Thrilling Fights of Quarter 
Century Ago Recalled—How the Old Battlegrounds Look Today.

(Ip the Manitoba Free Press, by John 
Hooper, of Winnipeg, late Staff N. 
C. Officer with tile Infantry Bri
gade, Northwest Field Force—Gen
eral Middleton’s column.)

Heartfelt sympathy is felt for Mr. taking up a homestead here. r" It was moved by J. E. McConnell Just a quarter century ago the
and Mrs. Eaton, who arrived here J. W. Harris is busy building» seconded by Wm MacOwan, that $100 wbdie of Canada was stirred from
only three weeks ago from Oklahoma, Charles Bender is moving into the ■ k granted for road work on township ̂ agt to coast by the outbreak of the
upon the death of their daughter, new house he has completed. j between 52-4-5 and 54-4-5. ! insurrection of 1885, sometimes calle 1
U.adine, aged about 13 years. Miss’ Mrs. O. C. Blake has gone out to I ‘It was moved by Wm. Stephenson, Northwest Rebellion.
Baton died from typhoid fever, con-, Edmonton tojoin her husband. They seconded by J. E. McConnell, that; »v-r. wbo =nfiwerPd the
traded in the States before leaving, i intend to return about 'Tune 1st. $75 be granted for road work between | *y;all arms” and active service

Sincere regret is expressed for the , “ ™ 
Vfis Npfll fhp hpiortvl wife i-

If the weather continues a few days sections 9, 19, 15 and 16, in 54-3-5 and ». „riter i,pnt Tirolifio

||oliï&at 13 and 186 lotiiK,tes on theVvente of -•tih08e days„• Mr. Harris Neal, who has been in 
tiie localitly for a number of years...

A number of folk are sitik about 
town from colds and the effects of
chills.

Wake up, town fathers ! What 
about the water supply?

It is rumored that there will be a 
Lutheran educational College near 
Bound Hill shortly.

Congratulations to Mr. P. B. 
Auder.-i>n upon the recovery of his 
little child.

The local agent of Massey-Harris 
i- doing a roaring business.

All are sorry to hear Mr. H. 
Phillips' only child is ill.

Buildings in construction and con
templated ate as follows: Guy Owens, 
on -Main street, is neatly finished ; re
port says Mr. 8- Hall Will build on 
present P.O. and drug store site a 
splendid brick veneer two-storey 
block; Rev. R. Whillàns is building 
a new house south of town; I. B. 
Harper is thinking of building a 
palatial residence; Miss Kellnes, a 
large block on Main street south; N.
S. Smith is proposing a large erection 
south of hardware store. “Go it To- 
field.’’ ■ ' -

The local farmers are not gopher 
hunting. TheV WaVe "h'gekkl deal of 
wheat sown and are busy plowing, 
etc. 1 '“-

Goose hunting has commenced, 
party went out the other day, but the 
only geese that -came back carried 
guns.

Mr. and Mrs. Billington were glad 
to seek again1 the srtoshine of Alberta 
fr<yn the wintry blasts of Dakota.

Summer birds are quickly arriving.
Mark Ferguson is expecting a boom 

in his trade, as he has a patent har
ness stitching machine just installed. I

Miss Olive Johnston has gone to Ed
monton for a visit.

John Neat and Leonard Smith have 
just returned from Edmonton w'th 
supplies for the summer.

Glee club practice has been disoon-

S hie Ids
were instructed to interview P. Gunn.

________________________ M.P.P., thejobjeet being to ascertain
tinued .until after the busy season. " e if possible if the department of public

It was moved by W. K. Shields sec- ! <with « vi,ew 01 a book <**““*:
ended by J. E. McConnell that the f80!?^8}’ -pTobably WaSo/^“^>
!Tpt!d.ry treasurer’s bonds 1)6 -, Mr î^thSrttiS6 half-

Wm. MacOwan and W. H.

works intend to make a road through 
the south part of township 53-4-5.

The next meeting was arranged to be 
held on July 9th at 10 a.m. ait the 
home of Wm. MacOwan. Wabamun.

Wabamun, April 1st.

MANOLA.

The baske social and masquerade 
ball March I5th was not so largely at
tended as was hoped for on account of 
the breaking up of the roads.

Metlowtiale, April 2.

FORT SASKATCHEWAN.
Bulletin News Service.

A «octal in connection w.th the Ep- Bulletin News Service.
wa? held m tbe Methodist An entertainment under the aus- 

Pi-8 <* the Sabbath school here was 
tioSs. An interesting featuVe of the ev-1 8,ven m the public school on Friday 
eningi was guessing the na-mes of books i ev£nin§s» Maron 25th. 
in character. After an enjoyable pro
gramme, supper was served to the 
guests; novelty menu cards were used.
The gathering are fortnightly for the 
purpose’ of keeping the young people to
gether.

À special sitting of the district court 
was held Wednesday, in the new court 
house, presided over by Judge Taylor, j 
Th - case of Hoffman, of Braderheim, was I 
up for hearing. This is an appeal from j 
the - decision of the magistrate’s. The 
judge held the conviction to be had on 
account of excessive costs and so qùashed 
the conviction.

Some of the boys of the town held a 
meeting Wednesday night in the town 
hall to arrange for forming a baseball 
team to compete in the league games 
for the coming season.

Mrs. W. A. Chambers and Mrs. Emery 
were visitors to the Capital Wednesday.

Mr. Lantum. the new manager of the 
Union Bank, has arrived and taken over 
his duties.

The Guild of St. George’s church are 
at home to their friends and are serving 
tea in the rectory today from four until 
six o’clock.

Fort Saskatchewan, April 1st.

familiar grounds where white 
1 breed and Indian met in mortal com
bat.

The notes following have been jotted 
down at random, more as a prelude to 
the writer's reminiscenses (about to 
be published )and at the request of 
many prominent Winnipeggers of to
day, who, as volunteers marched hun
dreds of miles over the prairie to a 
scene of conflict.

Instead of a march over the prairies 
of many hundreds of miles a railway 
now takes one to dark’s Crossing—the 
point on the Saskatchewan river first 

1 reached by the 90th Winnipeg Rifles 
and the Winnipeg Field Battery, with 
Middleton’s column during the sec
ond Beil rebellion in 1885.

The vicinity of the Crossing is dif
ferent from what it was twenty-five 
years ago. Quite a settlement has

Rev. I. N. Hughson, of Sion, was 
chairman and filled the position in a 
very acceptable manner.

An excellent programme of choruses,1 spFunS up a sborb distance from the
solos, recitation and dialogues was i , .» . .Where formerly it was virgin prairie 

thigiven to a full house, several coming 
from a considerable distance. In 
addition to the choruses given by the 
young people the school children 
sang four or five in a very creditable i 
manner. Solos wgre given by W. G. j 
Webb, who sang “Queen of the ‘ 
Earth’’ in fine style; by Rev. Mr. 
Geoghegan, who sang “The Village.

Chris Hammond has opened a shop 
for all kinds of tin and light metal 
work and has secured contract for 
erecting furnace, etc., of Ryley Hotel.

Sincere sympathy is felt for the 
family of Miss Tiilie Dean, who is 
now ill.

MINISTIK LAKE.
Bulletin News Service.

Undwer thé auspices of the Meth

grass as far as the eye could see over 
the rolling prairie, one can now see 
tilled and cultivated wheat fields 
dotted 'here and there with neat home
steaders’ houses.

The new Clark’s 'Crossing post office 
has been established on the west side 
of the Saskatchewan, over a mile 
away from the river.

Blacksmith” in a delightful way.
Mrs. Troughton delighted the audi

ence with a solo, “The World is Mov
ing On.” She was assisted in this 
by Rev. Mr. Hughson and W. B.
Webb. Harry Cable contributed a__ _____ ____ _______
humorous song, “Must You,” which ] Both banks of the river, 
was much enjoyed. Among others 
who sang solos were the Chairman,
Mr. Hughson and W. B. Webb.

Mrs. Kipp gave an instrumental 
selection on the organ, and assisted 
W. B. Webb in playing the 
paniments for the songs.

The Line of Advance.
The troops had advanced from Qu’- 

Appelle, via Humbolt and Touchwood 
Hills. When the Saskatchewan river 
was reached our force was divided by 
General' Middleton—a part moving up 

>th banks of the river.
The old river trails of the days of 

’85 are now fenced: in and one is never 
out of sight of a comfortable settler’s 
home. Where the Winnipeg boys of 
those days saw nothing but “couSees” 

accom- j OT ravines' filled with poplar scrub.
__ - _ j there are now beautiful farms, and the
O. Tharp* gave some selections on : wilderness of “the great lone land” 

the violin, with Mr. Hughson at the has been changed by the rapid filling 
organ. Mr. Troughton also gave up of the country, 

odist church a first class concert was several numbers on his phonograph, j when I reached Duck Lake my first, 
given in the school house, got up by which ’ greatly contributed to the objective was to go oat to the Indian 
Mr. Chillman, the minister in charge evening’s entertainment. j Mission, situated abgqit two miles from

Th Innal W T TT hoa j i of the mission, he was also assisted ( The dialogues were a feature of-the the town-. Here 1 found the Indian
ine local .i.u. nas stariea ! hy several willing workers in the : concert and deserve special mention, boy® end girls were being educated.

lemP(‘rance neighborhood. The chair was taken One, “Floral Offerings,” was given The spot is a. beautiful one near the 
by Mr. Cooper, tihe Presbyterian mis- by four of the school girls an'd show- Eovely lake—Chief Beardy’s old re-
sionary of this district. A long and ed that they had been carefully train- serve. Walking a little further I
varied program was much enjoyed by ! ed by Mrs. O. Tharp, superintendent quickly came to the old mill-—what is
all, which consisted of vocal and in-• of the Sunday school. Another, left, of the old settlement of Stobart- 
strumental music, readings, recita- j “Courtship tinder Difficulties,” was This was where the rebellion had 
tions and- dialogues. At the conclusion] given by Charles Tharp, Geoffrey etarted,^and^where the na.f-breed reb-

bianch
Union.

Tofield

of the Loyal 

March 28th.

IRMA.

of the first half of the program some

Bulletin News Service.
On Thursday, March 17th, the 

Ladies’ Aid in connection with the
Methodist Church gave an Irish con- refreshments of great variety were 
cert, which waa presided over by Rev. served, given by the ladies of the dis- 
H. M. Rutledge, the following taking trict. Mrs. Eva and Miss Jessie Fer- 
pait: Mrs. Armstrong, song; Mr. guson had chargée! this part of the

Taylor and Miss McFee. This was el» under Gabriel Dumont and the 
well done and proved to be an ex-, Cree Indiana firms Beardy’s reserve 
oellent selection looted the stores of Stobart and

But the sketch deserving mention tb®,
» 11», „ , T.,-» whs a’U the buildings were burned down.- a most 'ras„Box a£t,?°w r* Webb except the old mill.Campbell, song; Mr. J. Tate, reading; program and assisted by seme of the given by Harry Cable W. G. WebD| where the Rebelli(>n started

the Misses Renwick, song;’ Mrs. bachelors as waiters, looked after the and Mrs. Clark. Although this was • standing alone, facing the ofd mill. 
Clark, instrumental; Mr. Glendenning, wants of those present in good style, somewhat lengthy, yet the audience y,e lake in distance, it was hard 
recitation; Mr. Clark, song; Mr. Rip- The following took part in the#pro- was greatly pleased with cle^r to realize that a quarter of a oemtury
ley, recitation; T. O. Clark, reading; gram: Mrs. Verge, Mrs. George, Mrs. manner in which it was performed, had almost eflapsed einoe the stirring 
A. J. Fryett, reading. Lunch was Eva, Miss Jessie Fergusoon. Miss Eva, and showed their appreciation m of the second Riel rebellion,
served by the ladies during an inter- Miss Jeanie Ferguson, Miss Bessie hearty applause.^ To my left a few cows were quietly
val, and the programme was continu- Eva. Miss Jessie ""-1 Mi— 1 Tlwi ‘ ‘and Miss Gertie
ed with the following: Mr. Clark, Swabey. Mr. Ledgard, Mr. Greggs, Mr. 

the Misses Renwick, duet; Mrs.song; _ ,
Armstrong, song. After which a 
pleasant evening was brought to a 
close with the singing of the National
Anthem.

On Wednesday the 16th, J. G. 
Clark had a very successful sale of 
horses and cattle, the auctioneer be-, 
ing J. W. Stuart.

R. B. Mair, Mr. D. Swabey, Mr. Fer
guson, Mr. Boss, Mr. Barnes, Mr. R. 
Swabey, Mr. James McKerral, Mr. 
McBean, Mr. Poole, Mr. Cooper, Mr. 
■ChElman, Mr. R. George, Mr. E. 
Snyder, Mr. Stanley George and Mas
ter H. Bacheldor.

The object of the entertainment was grazing. On my right a thick clump 
to raise money for an organ fund for 0j poplar and willow scrub—eo fami- 
the Sabbath school. A collection Har to the old campaigners of ’85. The 
was taken for this purpose and $13.20 old- settlement of Stobart is no moire, 
was secured. This was considered and the town of Duck Lake nearly two 
very good indeed for a new com- miles away, has replaced it. 
munity like this, where -most of the It was the events at Stobart which 
people are just starting on their brought on the battle of- Duck Lake, 
homesteads. where fifteen volunteers were killed.

After the programme was finished, Mr. Hillyard-Mitchell, who is stillI putimg up n*ew ^houses^proparing8^ refr^hments wero pass'ed" around, and leading storekeeper at, Duck Lake", 
putting up new nouses preparing wj ,h k of „u Dresent are due the says that the Parmee Albert volunteers Dr. A. M. McGregor has purchased take in partners to share the joys of the thanks of all present a e ^ fpQm Fort c ltQ on
homesteading. Charlie Oliver, A-Boss, committee,.who looked after tnis^ ^ ^ ^ ^ (Mitdlen,y -storeg

cakes and when the fight was precipitated.
a very stylish black team.

H. S. Purvis left for Bedgewick on Bobert Swabey and Stanley George £r’-^erouriy 'landwiche”, 
le 15th, while C. P. Purvis, druggist. are amongst the number so generously sano
om Bedgewick, has arrived to take, Mmictik, Lake, April 1. 1 T1%g wa_ thg first, en

the . .... ....... _ _
hum Sedgewick, has arrived to take | 
up the business here for the present, 
with Mrs. Purvis and child and Miss 
Elliott. )

Mr-. H. S. Purvis left to join her 
hu.ilji.nd in Sedgewick on Tuesday 
last.

During the past week several home
steaders returned to their homesteads. 
Amongst others were Mr. C. M. Mc- 
Lean. Mr. and Mrs. Graydon, Mr^and |

Hillyard Mitchell and I went over 
„ 4ho first, entertainment tile events of that fight and he oon-

Br£>Heait^ ^rii^yttVck1^ e^thi
—“The residents who ^Mi?Mr«. ^

LASSEN.
Bulletin -News Service. . . . ..

The gun club paid a visit to Water- iq this vicinity. ut: vuiu in a iaucr arvnye.
glen on Saturday last to shoot.for the enjoy a 8^,«‘^n”^tone. , ^On «2..Ç2Î to tte hcene of the
Calgary Brewing cup, which is open 
to all clubs in Alberta excepting Cal-. 
g-ary and Edm-onton, The eup, which 
was formerly held by Ponoka and Red 
Deer, has been in the possession of ;

ly look forward to the next one. 
Manola, April 2nd.

Fernie Miner
Fernie, B. C„

Fatally Injured.
Mar. 30.—Andrew

Mrs. Stu o- ard ^Mr and Mrs! T. Shaw - the Waterglten team for nearly three (jhierup, an Austrian miner, aged
i 1 * _______ _ t UV,n„i«L imnL'is 4-r\ Kririff . 1-___ i imnro woe T11TI flWT ilVand Mr. W. Clark.

Mr. Love has purchased a gasoline
engine and outfit.

Mi-os F. MacGregor opened the 
Strawberry Plains School some time 
ago as teacher. „

During the past week many of the 
farmers commenced seeding.

The tennis court has afforded much 
amusement to the local enthusiasts 
during the past ten days.

J- Ü. Clark fell from a ladder on 
Friday last and broke his collar bone.

J. W. Stuart shipped in a car load 
or horses last week, which were sold 
on Saturday and fetched good prices.

Cliften Purvis visited his home from 
Saturday to Monday.

A meeting in connection with (he 
local baseball club was held on Sat
urday.

Today building operations were 
commenced at Mr. D. Ambler’s pool 
room and also Mr. Toll's building, 
while last week Messrs. Stuart & ret

end

| Duck Lake fight I saw i.t a glance the 
‘ trap that had been prepared for our 
men. The two clumps of poplars and 
the depression in the main trail were 
quite plainly defined. The old build
ing of logs from which Dumont led 
the fight is now used as a stable. At 
the time of the fight this building was 
not finished and the rebels fired be-

years. Although unable to bring hack about thirty years was run over by 
the trophy to Lassen the boys made a freight train in the north end of the
a good showing, scoring 54 birds out C.P.R. yards here th« j tween the logs. Here also the first
oi a 75-bird shoot, Waterglen with «'fatally injured. He had climbed be rebel Isad<>r Dumont (brother of the 
score of 61, still keeping possession of , tween two freight cars, and was riding noted Gabriel) wag ghot 
the -cup. The combined score ot tiic , towards his> home, when in so y j Wm yawcett# one ^ t^e pr^g Al-
two teams on Saturday last was the . he lost his h°hj’. bert volunteers, who is now a lumber
biggest yet made for the trophy. Las- cars, thp bin dealer hotel keeper at Duck Lake
sen was represented by Messrs. J cutting off his right leg nea : • P that there is no doubt that the
Saffroon, J. Olson, C. Dahl, J. John-Uomt, a"d ^
stone and F. Birch. I ^ uf? G ex- ile89Îy ^n.ded retreat was

Messrs. fOreightbn & Mest have 
their hardware store now running 
with a full line of goods.

The first construction and grading 
camp <yi the G. T. R. is situated three 
miles "*

but no hope of 
pected.

his recovery is ex

Lightning Damage at Port Arthur.
Port Arthur, March 30.-

ordered and these were put to death 
by the Indians in cold blood.

Duck Lake Battle Field.
I went carefully over the scene of

Lightning tbe fight, which is now the farm of a
____  south of town. Three mor- ; ]ast night 8trUck the top of the new 10
brading machines are expected this ; Prince Arthur Hotel, the half million ^erisittog B^ch^thektv o.
week and work on the right of way ; hostelry under construction by the th stirrin- eTenfs of 1886—1 started 
south Will be rushed forward Canadian ^Northern Railway and
now on. One camp remains in town knocked off seventy tons of cornice fightj beimg driven a air ^
to complete the work m and near. which had just been placed in posi- 6haganapple ponies by a native of 
Lassen, left over from last foil. j tion at the sixth storey. The cornice Batoche—a nephew oi George Fisher.

Mr. Johnston, îrom Daysland, was fen Qn top of a pile of sewer Plp®®’ one of Riel’s councillors. Inis driver 
in town this week purchasing a lot demolishing them. The loss wm be was also a grandson of the Fisher who 

Main ktrèet. He contiimplates | sbout a thousand dollars and will oc- kept the store at Batoche before the
a bright intelligent

terson erected a harness shop -----, ------------- --------  , - ,—, . .» ... £ ... ,
imnlement shed I building a store at oonoe. * casion some delay, as it will take con rebellion, and

The excavation for the basement of, Ploughing has started in full swing giderable time to manufacture new young feSlo-w
throughout the distrie* during the cornice of concrete, 
last week and seeding will be finished 
unusually early this spring.

J Grandy, oi the D? Laval Separ
ator O , was in town this week, ac
companied by Sancy Aleckson, tire 
agent for the company in Camroec. •

Lassen, April 1st.

the new Methodist Church has just 
h-'i'ii finished and the building will 
.-•art in the near future.

Born-#To Mr. and Mrs. Ambler, a

Massey-Harris all-steel driH has a 
. i'"in box that holds nearly five bushels.

ha mb' rlain’i Stomach and Liver Tab- 
rts in variably bring relief to women 
"ifferint from chronic constipation, 
t- sdacbo, biîiiotisncss, dizziness, sallow- 
r «1 cr tor skin -dud dyspepsia. Sold hr 
til dialers.

Daly-Lowrey Engagement.

We followed the same trail used by 
Gabriel Dumont and the half-breeds 
when hastening to the fight at Duck 
Lake.

WABAMUM.
A council meeting of L. I. D. No.

27-B-5, was held at the home of Wm.
Stephenson, Lac Ste Anne on Satur- _.
day, March 26th. Members present tnp to California.

Vancouver, B.C„ Ma 3 The - - ; The old poplaT coulees and willow 
gagement of Mr. Harold Maj ne Da.x, so characterictic of the country,
of this city to Miss -jraca Lowrcy, appemre^ to me the same as in ’851
.laughter of Mrs. Hayter Heed, of The trail led towards the south branch
Montreal, is announced. Mr Daly i* of the Saskatchewan in a winding
a soon of Hon. Thos. Mayne Daly, oi cross country fashion, and very little
Winnipeg. Mrs. Reed and Miss Lo;.v- settlement visible.,' . , 
rey are stopping at the Hotel Van- It wae a bright October day and 
couver having just returned from a : very little life astir except hundreds of

• | birds. Now and again we saw num

bers of prairie chicken quietly feed
ing on the ground or picking at the 
wild rose berries which were cluster
ed ip large quantities all along the 
trail.

Nearing the river the country be
came more broken and the poplar 
trees larger. We turned out oi the 
trail to let three ox teams with heavy 
wagons pass. Two were driven by 
half-breed men, and the last by a 
half-breed woman. They saluted us 
in French. A couple of tumble-down 
deserted log shanties were passed.

Cutting down a steep bend in the 
trail the river suddenly -came to 
view—the spire of the old church if 
St. Antoine du Padua on the east 
bank alone showing above the tree 
tope.

I stood up with a -tense feeling as- I 
viewed the scene of our four days’ 
fight with the rebels and Indians' at 
Batoche.
Driving down the steep incline to the 

ferry, I saw but little change since 
the days of the rebellion. The river 
was much lower than when our impro 
vised gunboat, the “Northoote,” raa 
the rebel blockade past Batoche. The 
slopes of the hills surrounding the 
Crossing,—or lower Batoche,—are per
haps more thickly wooded than they 
were in '85, out the same old land
marks were there—Batoche's white 
two and one- half storey house, with 
green shutters, the big Council House, 
which was also owned by Batoche. 
and used as a store, Bouey’s store and 
remnants of Fisher’s Champagne’s, 
and other houses.

We drove our ponies on the ferry— 
the same qld ferry of rebel fame— 
and I noticed an Indian and a half- 
breed were in charge.

At Batoche Ferry.
On the ferry I pounted1 to the west 

bank and said to the ferryman: 
“Where is the house that stood 
there?” He eyed me suspiciously, 
hesitated a moment, and then said -. 
“You were here with Middleton?” I 
admitted it. He then added that l\e 
knew I must have been there then be
cause it wa« Middleton’s cannon (one 
of the Winnipeg Field Battery’s guns) 
which knocked this particular house 
over. The name of the ferryman was 
Antoine Racette, one of Reil's half- 
breeds. He did not care to talk much 
on the rebellion so I asked him, io 
sound the river, which he did, and 
gavé me the depths. He also told me 
who lowered the big steel cable in the 
endeavor to wreck the “Northcote” 
during the first day’s fight.

Landing on the Batoche side we 
were soon up the steep hill driving 
direct to Batoche's old store, (used as 
Reil’s council house.)

, Here I met Donald Grant, who is 
now carrying on a general store there, 
and he very kindly allowed me to go 
over the place. First he lit a candle, 
and, after moving some boxes, lifted 
a trap door much the worse for wear 
I walked dawn rickety stairs into a 
dingy, dark cellar—into the very pri
son den occupied by some of Riel’s 
white prisoners. Mr. Grant" and I sur
veyed it carefully. It was about nina 
feet high, ten feet wide, and probab
ly fifteen or sixteen feet in length— 
no windows, doors or other outlet, but 
the trap door. The walls were squared 
logs, not plastered, and I looked for 
writing, but found none visible.

The Old Prison Den.
As I gasped for fresh air a feeling 

or realization of the plight of those 
prisoners—kept for weeks without b 
ing allowed out—dawned upon me.

Mr. Grant gave me two old bullets 
which he had found embedded in the 
building. (Our troops had mad-* a 
target of it on the last day's fight.1 
I recognized the bullets as the same 
as our boys used—the familiar Snider 
ball, with wooden plug—heavy enougn 
to knock an elephant over.

Going outside Batoche’s store I stop
ped at the large door in the centre 
of the building and asked Mr. Grant 
for the key. He handed me a large 
key, (evidently wondering what I 
wanted it for,) which fitted none too 
well the massive lock of the main 
door. He said he had to file the key 
to get it to fit properly. I said: “No 
wonder, because on the day of the 
charge I made straight for this nouse. 
and as I entered the front door I toOK 
the key with me.” This key I have 
kept to the present day. It is a large 
key, about eight inches in length.

Champagne's house where the looted 
furs were stored is not now in exis
tence, neither is Bouey’s house. The 
plowed field, over which the 90th and 
Midlanders made their desperate 
charge, is now a wheat field, the well- 
beaten paths in front of half-a-dozen 
prosperous stores are now covered 
with scrub and heavy grass.

Scene of Four Days’ Fig^it. 
Folloxflng up the main trail from 

Batoche I soon same upon the rebel 
riflepits—immense double-decked Cn. 
trenchments over which we had eharg. 
ed. I followed the line of these pits 
from the main Humboldt trail to the 
river trail. »

While these rifle pits are still dis
cernible they are in places thickly 
overgrown with scrub willow and pop
lar brush. Taking to the right l 
crossed over directly on the line held 
by the skirmishers of the 90th, Mid
land battalion, and 10th Grenadiers, 
and came into upper Batoche behind 
the school houses—the same old school 
that we had loop-holed and used as a 
fort, (or rather -barricaded) on the 
brow of the hill.

Next to the school stands the churoi 
of St. Antojne du Padua, standing 
white and alone as in ’85, except that 
where the bell tower then was a new 
steeple has been erected. The marks 
of the bullets are still plainly visible 
on its sides.

Going over to the school house l 
knocked at the outer door, but no re 
sponse. I opened it and as I did so a 
woman answered my enquiry for Mon
sieur le cure, by pointing to the 
stairway leading to the apartments 
above the school. At the entrance 
I saw various notices of a municipal 
and clerical nature posted up, all be
ing in French.

1 again knocked at the upper door 
and a pleasant voice called “Entree.” 
I opened the door and stood face to 
face with Rev. Father Moulin, whom
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I had not seen for a quarter of a cen- 
turÿ. He received me cordially'and 
asked me to sit down. I introduced 
myself and told him of the incident 
of how I saw him wounded by the 
Metis and’ how we had assisted him 
to the field hospital. He spoke kind
ly of both soldiers and the Metis— 
“his people.” The kind old priest, 
who has spent a life-time in the ser
vice of the church, then told me of 
his first coming to Winnipeg in 1859, 
of his travels and pilgrimages to 
the Athabasca and Slave Lake dis
tricts—fifty years of faithful service 
to the cause of religion amongst the 
half-breeds and Indians. He spoke 
affectionately of “his people” and 
the passing of the old settlement and 
the buffalo hunts. He explained 
that the parish had dwindled since 
the rebellion days. Riel and Dumont 
had not taken his advice, and his 
people had been alienated for a 
while. Owing to the scattering of 
the Metis and the long distance, very 
few now attended the day school. 
The reverend clergyman has not 
changed much" since I last saw him— 
small, dark, kindly eyes, a pleasant 
smile with every sentence, broadly 
accented English, quick, nervous 
temperament—he has. not altered 
much even by age or in appearance.

He was pleased to have me give 
him a description of Winnipeg of to
day, and the big St. Boniface Cathe
dral, and I asked him why he had 
not visited Winnipeg since Fort 
Garry days. He sighed but said: 
‘'I cannot leave m$ people—I am 
alone here—I am contented—I am an 
old man now.” One could see with 
a moment’s talk that his whole 
thought was wrapped up in the 
Church of St. Antoine du Padua and 
liis people#

It was with regret that I was com
pelled to leave, as Fisher was hold
ing my shaganappies outside and it 
threatened rain.

Middleton’s Gatling Gun.
He spoke of the gatling gun, and 

of General Middleton telling him not 
to be afraid as the first shots from 
our cannon were fired over the church 
on the opening of the first day of the 
battle.

He gave me permission to explore 
the cemetery (which the Indians 
had held during the attack) and 
said “Our people have put up a 
monument in memory of the Metis 
who were killed, and,” he added, 
"Gabriel Dumont’s grave is there 
unmarked. He did not die here, 
but they brought his body here and I 
allowed it to be put in the cemetery.

In front of the church the old posi
tions of the Winnipeg Field Artillery 
and “A” battery guns were visible.
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followed b" 
dead, fill:

the names oi the rebel 
four sides of the square

shaft, 64 loilows: : v . .
J. C „ellette.
J. Vaudal.
D- Ross.
I. Boyer.
M. Trottier. - - r
A Leteudre.
D. Camere.
J. Swain.
A. Jobin: J,i '. - t,
C. Tourond. . . : .
E. Tourond.
J. B. Montour.
I. Dumont. '
A. Leframboise.
J. Vermétte.
N- Boyer.
N. Desjarlais.
J. B. Lepine.
J. Mentor.
Ah-Si-We-In.
W a-ki-to.
Wa-pi-to. • ' - -
Cha-pi-to.
Wa-La-Ta.
Ja-pa-te-pa.
The last few names wèrç those of 

some half-breed Sioux, killed in the 
battle and buried with tile others. 
Eleven bodies were buried at the 
Batoche cemetery in a row. I. read 
names of various other , individual 
graves:—Dumas, Parenteau, Caron, 
Nolin, Gareau, Champagne, Dubois, 
Boyer, GerVais, Marion, etc.

Away from the others was the 
of Gabriel Dumont—Riel's figi 
lieutenant—unmarked, neglected

rave

forgotten. -
A number of half-breed rebels are

Here and'hfere'eotid be seen depreo- now quiet, respected residents
sions in the ground where our men 
had dug rifle pits facing the enemy 
entrenchments.

Batoche district, among these being, 
Jean Baptiste Parenteau, who is still 
carrying a Snider bullet in his_shoui-

Jws&eftRKK as*»
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ar- ; cutter. .The Line the Troops Charged.
tions held by the Midlanders, 
and Grenadiers, as well as the
tillery. he old Zareba. ! From the cemetery 1 followed,-the

Æ5 ïtirfs.’às
I grasped hi, hand. It was Pierte pre.s.ons 
Caron, aon ol Ctorta Caron, -ho,,

stood. Pierre is a
fellow, equal to the best of them. He house s and
welcomed me cordially wiien I tcld d Fre<nch W€re The house
him who I was ' Where is our Rui into decay,-and bullet marks
entrenched portion?” I.^d. and he & around. The old

Plowed t u^' hcuseTU pr^eal^as ^ du, 

he said, “but the old intrenchmente mg the h lweraSlah. In
of your men can be seen mphtoes .ho * window—the first on .the
I followed him all over the] fiel - fide_Captain French was shot
stopping here and there asour ! ( east - Donald Ross, a Scotch halt- 
“zareba” (where we had spent three. oean y a+ the time was
nights fighting) came to view. At 
last I turned and said, ‘ Where is the
big hole in the ground near the trail 
from which we used to firi on the 
rebels who clambered to the roof of 
the church when we retired each 
evening?” He pointed to his neat 
white cottage and said “There—I used 
that for the cellar of my house when 
I built!”
< The entrenched encampment was 
called a “zareba” and Was laid out 
by our engineer. Major Haig.

Over on the bank of the river I

■ breed. " French at the time was 
directing the fire of cur menonAbe 
houses opposite. The blood stum8 
are still visible on the floor next toe 
window. Going to the rear fli-toe 
building I found the door tom down 
and everything in a state of dilapida
ti<A few yards to the rear of, the house 
is a building, used after the rebellion 
as a guard house by the Mounted 
Police. The windows in this place 
are heavily barred, but the Mounted 

saw Police have been withdrawn, «ndnow 
but one solitary policeman, at Ihiok

the pits used by the Midlanders to tu"L',7ev‘’"“-"ifesrawy» is" sufficient 
cover the river front and overlooking Lake, seven mues aw
the cemetery.

On we went—young Fisher and I— 
through the thickets of poplar and 
willow, passing the grave of one of our 
men, forsaken and neglected.

Up tiie cemetery hill we went, fol
lowing the direct line of our advance 
with the 90th and Midlanders during 
the bayonet charge led by Col. Arthur 
T. H. Williams and Major Buchan, 
until I reached the cemetery gate.

A large cross stands at the entrance 
to thp cemetery; a long straggling 
picket fence marks its confines, bullet 
marks still visible in portions.

for the whole district.
Returning to Duck Lake, I met Mr. 

F- H. Clinch, a former Wmnipegger, 
who was with the 90th at Batoche, 
and now lives in the district. He 
gave me some interesting détails and 
corroborated many of the facte I had 
gathered as to present conditions of 
the old battlefield. Mr. Clinch was 
in Captain Whitla’s company, and 
spoke of the charge as something he 
would never forget.

With reference to the neglected 
graves at Fish Creek and Batoche 
(those tif Demanally. Armswortii, 
Phillips and Cook, four men of Bat-I unhooked the ricketty gate and “ “j", thl6 matter will be brought 

stood in front of a large monument, =—=— m^i«i
erected to the memory of the half- 
breeds’who were killed in battle with 
the volunteers.

The monument is about nine feet 
high, carved out of granite boulders

before the Imperial Service Medal 
Association, at its meeting, to be held 
in Winnipeg on the 18th of - this 
month. ,

The first instalment of the writer s 
reminiscences will appear a few days

------- ---------— ----- — , 1 later, in order of sequence, ell thewan river at Batoche. On the mona-| . t eventg fi{ the rebellion. 
ment appears this inscription in i 1this
French in square bold letters

MONUMENT.
Eleve a le Mémoire au 

METIS
Tombes en 1885 

inaugre le 23 Juillet, 1901.
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Steamer Moore Arrives at Pçrt Arthur 
From Duluth. " iïri

Port Arthur, Ont., Mar. 3Ï.^the ^ 
- .... arrival of the steamer Mopit from

Following this was a «pace that held Duluth marks the earliest lake: nâvi- 
U.iel’s picture, but which had evi- galion since 1670, when the tuÿTïollis 
dently been taken out purposely. Cotton arrived freni the same port cn 
Underneath was the word ‘‘Batoche,’’, March 18.
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