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The Farmer and his Machinery
Without *ey a|»ology the following 

letter* are clipj«ed from the page* of 
the Farm and Ranch Review. The »ub- 
jert discussed therein is one of vast im 
porta nee to the farmer* of the country, 
and Mr. Ritchie • raw ha» already l>eea 
uu.ler the consideration of the exécu
tât e of the C.F-A. The facta are plainly 
elated in Mr. Ritchie'» letter and it is 
only neeeaaary to add that the ea*e wa* 
taken to the Supreme Court of Canada 
aud there the decuroa of the two court» 
of Alberta a a* reversed and a verdict 
given in favor of the Machine Com
* The following editorial, taken from 
the *ame dource, aum* up the matter 
in a very concise manner. It is the 
duty of the farmer* to thoroughly in- 
veatignte thi* «object and to be pro- 
pared to art on same at the forthcom
ing convention*. The machine com 
l«anie» have had thing* their own way 
for a long time and we should »ee to it 
that from bow va every man gela a 
square deal:

The quswtioe raised in this issue by 
the letter of Mr T. O. Ritchie to the 
Mieisler of Agriculture is one of vital 
sigaiiraare to farmer* |«articutarly and 
to every other |*r*ow having busioeen
interest* is t».e province

In the making of agreement* of pur
chase end enle of machinery there are 
two aides to be considered, and the evo
lution of a satisfactory contract has 
been delayed because the denier* have 
not taken their customers sufficiently 
late their conidenc » in drafting agree

Acpareally In their eagerness te at- 
copy the territory in earlier day* of 
settlement the dwe 1er* put out machin
ery without sufficient safeguard», with 
the result that many evil imentioned 
end some unfortunate purchaser* failed 
le discharge their abligslioas, and deni
er* were pul tu much actual lues and 
Inconvenience m clearing up their bunt 
seen. Then in a moment of ill edviaud 
haste the manufacturers drew up u 
coni reel that » as just as nee sided as 
their |«*| policy had been, but with the 
difference that they were able lu get 
|aii with the property of any buyer 
who hup| eeed In be unfortunate in hm 
crop returns or whose machine failed 
to woih accord lag to hie expectation* 
These contracts were so framed that 
practically every asset a man had was 
lereed over in security lor hka marina 
err. thus damaging hm credit and lim
iting hie scope of operations Aed la 
many cases the bayer had no recourse 
epos the cnmimey when the local agent 
reeM stave him off for a few days 
uatil the term of the guarantee es 
pired.

These roe I rad a have been lee Uug 
le esutenee both fur the gwed ef the 
farmer aud dealer, and many ef the 
im|dement dime have adopted more 
iwnsoeehl# reel racla It le being recog 
aired that the nearer me I rue is cue 
be made epon a basis of ahaoiale »w* 
lice the better will bast asms proceed 
•ad deteiep It may be a certain 
amenât ef eellefnrline la (be aalnMil 
nature la ma a in carry • rase le higher 
mens and win. bat the victors la more 
me«ly te the rempaey that dean each 
a thing than In ih# farmer All the 
money that has been invented la Me 
telepteg geedeill and much that has 

• a ojuraiag lecal agencies, 
besides thaï ««eel ie ad« erf Mag. I* 
thrown away by an Implement firm 
wbm It appeal* a rase from a leal 
dnrtaien by a lower renrt Th.* Im 
la. of reeree, indirect and intangible, 
het il b ahs iecaScalable and per 
petanI

Three are farta that enlightened 
heel area men are beginning to grasp 
Irmly, and Jpr meet successful best 
semes have their peltries determined 
»• the light ef eeae 
rather than »• the dsrhaem of

The next step should be for the im- 
pleuient dealer* of Alberta to get to
? ether with représenta lives of the 
armera and frame up a contract that 

will be satisfactory in the largest meas
ure to each class. Mr. Ritchie's draft 
agreement may serve as a basis to 
work from. It may contain some 
clause that might be amplified or 
modified, but in any event it is better 
that contracts be arranged mutually 
than that they should be framed wholly 
by one party tu them.

Mr. Ritchie's Case
Mr. Ritchie's letter to the Farm and 

Ranch Review follows:
1 am sending you herewith copy of a 

letter 1 have written to the Minister of 
Agriculture of Alberta, requesting leg
islation to protect the farmers’ inter 
e*ts in order that you might call at 
teatiua to it.

The case was tried before Mr. Jus 
tice Berk of Calgary, January tt, 1SHW, 
and the judgment confirmed by the 
Court en baac on ap|«eai. The hearing 
took place ie Calgary last December, 
and the judgmeat «a* handed down in 
Edmontoa when the court reconvened.

la my opinion the farmer requirea 
some protection in these case*. The 
protected manufacturer has him at hi* 
merry aed apparently works off kis 
inferior good» oa the home market, re
serving his perfect article» for the fur 
eign market, where he ban com|«etitioa. 
And when the home consumer kicks, the 
manufacturer all bsukrupt
him through a aerie* of appeal* Vou 
caa refer to the fall judgment which 1 
•appose vou will fad ia the Court 
lloeee, Calgary, a* it eeataia* some 
very iateraetiag remarks.

T. 0 RITCHIE 
P-R.—What value should I attach te 

the claim that the Hewyer Massey are 
like the C.l’ R.—they own the courtsf 
Cochrane, Alta. Remember 83. I#I0.
Te the Honorable Itweraa Marshall, 

Minister ef Agriealtare,
Idmoatoa. Alla.

Dear Mr,'—learning from the Ilea 
•ruble C. W. Flehee that the Hovers 
meat of Alberta is introducing a sense 
of bilk to protect the former’s inter 
«Ms ia his dealings with the implement 
booses. I take the liberty Ie call year 
attention to the enclosed draft for a 
tall of warraelry which I know from 
experience weabl we a great protec 
li«a.

Three years ago I was tedared. with 
eat studying H. Ie elge a contract for 

'■•king eat it
the ageel ef |h# Hawser ..awe» Cels 
puny, being assured by him that it 
• as jest the srdieary contract that 
everyone *tgeed Oa receipt of the ma 
rkteery it was set sp bat the agent 
coaid net make it wbrk satisfactorily. 
ae he leld am he had seat for the 
traveling agent, whs. hew eve 
I arsed ap, The local ageel blwffwl 
me along, however, for ever tee day*, 
looking for the traveling agent, and 
then told me that the warraelry w*» 
eat

Refuted Payment
Having ae other recourse, I refus»d 

|a meet I he deferred payment* estil 
I he machine we* fixed to do eeimfoc 
tery work So the Cempesy awed ma

the e*a,

» conducted officially for the United Farmers of 
J. F ream. Secretary, Inaiafaü. Alta.

After suit was entered against me the 
local agent told me he ha«l seen R. B. 
Bennett, the Company's lawyer, aud 
that be had said if 1 did not pay up 
the Company was going to make such 
an example of me that no farmer would 
ever kies again; and they did not care 
whether they won or lost, they in
tended to make it cost me 11,000 any
way if 1 fought them. The agfeut fur
ther said that the Sawyer Mas»ey Com
pany were like the C.P.B. Railway— 
they owned the courts.

Ignoring this threat I let tka ease 
proceed and got judgment in my favor 
in the District Court, Calgary. The 

I, and the
Court of Appeals of Alberta upheld the 
decision. Premier Sifton was one of 
the judges who heart the ap|«eal. It 
was argue*! in Calgary ami the judg
ment handed down ia Edmontoa in 
February, 1 think.

The Company, with a view of still 
further harassing me, have again ap
pealed, this time to Ottawa. Cj* to the 
present time -my obligations incurred 
ia protecting myself amount to about

My lawyer telk me that the war
ranter inane .m|*any has bee*
drawn up by of the shrewdest law 
vers ia Canada and in so worded that 
it practically means nothing.

A tea days’ warraelry allows them 
to adopt that as the standard they 
build to, and then the repair bilb com- 
meare. Since my attention has been 
called to this tea days’ guarantee un
der which the cont|«aiea generally sell,
I have come ia contact with a number 
of farmers who have bought machinery, 
and parts have proven .Infective and 
the agent has invariably refused to 
make good even the awl flagrant Haws 
if Ike tea «lays’ have elapsed.

I see other hinds of machieerv. such 
as automobiles, are now advertised as 
warranted for twelve months, even 
when ie daily use, so I fail to see why 
ae agricultural machine that ie only ia 
use a few wees» at the swl daring the 
year should not he eat it led ta as lib 
era I a guarantee

I’ enclose you a copy ef the Rawyer- 
Maveey order form to give you an bleu 
of the kind of contract that the farmer 
b expected to read, understand and 
aiga

I'leA*# excuse |hb long and somewhat 
elaborate letter, but I em awviotm to 
make yea understand the risks and 
#x|easr* that a farmer ha* at present 
In face to get British justice and why 
» submit Ie being rubbed rather
than protest

T 0 RITCHIE 
fit-ggseted Guarantee

Draft ef * guarantee or warrantry 
te accompany all agrtcaltaml machie 
99y W implement* sold || ike Pvevlare 
of Alberta

The vendors guarantee |hal 
M belli ef good melerlaI, skillfully aed 
dwrsbli made, and alts fair care and 

m ill de geml aed eatlefartery 
work

The vendors undertake la replace, 
free ef charge, any pads thaï ma* 
prove deforme. bat net these work out 
by ardiaarv wee» and leer, fer a par 
led ef twelve menthe from the dale ef 
receif-i by the purchaser

When the vendors require the ma 
ehiaery la be oj-eraled by experienced 
maa It shall have prominently printed 
aa It la tea er more placée a Settee

TO ALL HCTBETARIES
Reaeeh sec rH a ries ere reminded I he I oaf offer «I a three moelh’e eeherrip. 

lie# for Tea I eel* lw*elqr M After I he I «tele we n*M ecvupt
•ay more *d lhew Irvel vwhsrrvptme* Thv* b an excelle»| m«s« of prwortng 
l«M>wtov member* end an me re es hraachee hove *ewl le I hew these WN-elh'e 
•obwfiplo.se f«r eR peweffwrtive member* is their di*lrwts» es vdl es active 
•embers she de net tube Tea <»MML The same el ievolved b email -Tee 
Okie each—and • few duller* expended the* es» eu the pad ef ml branch. 

. edl prod ecu reunite which will eerpese all expect* lion* Flenw tube the metier 
op et yew» next meetisg Effara Una meeaa *tc Very

TIIR «.RUN f.Riitk ER.w Gl I HE. WINNIPEG. MANITOBA

. UNITED FARMERS OF 
ALBERTA

President:
James Bower, Red Deer 

Vice President:
W. J.Tregillus, Calgary 

Secretary Treasurer:
E. J. Frenm, liiiuafail

Directors at Large:
James Speak man, I’eukold; D. W 

Warner, Clover Bar; L. 11. Jeliff, 
Spring Coulee.

District Directors:
T. H. Balaam, Xegreville; Georg* 

oLng, Xamao; F. 11. Langston, 
Rosen roll; E. Carswell, iVnbold; 
J. yuiusey, Noble; E Gricsbach, 
Gleichen; A. Von Mieleicki. Calgary

to that effect and shall be accompanied 
by a card defining the necessary quali
fications of the required expert.

All complaints about the machiaery 
shall be filed with the local agent of 
the Company, who shall at once inves
tigate and attend to the same.

In the event of the Com|«aay having 
bo local agent the complaint shall he 
filed with the head office of the Cum

in any legal controversy about 
the machinery the Court of Appeal» of 
Alberta shall be the court ol final sad 
last resort.

No lcs»er guarantee or warraelry 
than the above shall be recognised by 
the Courts of Alberta.

STRENGTH IN UNION
Borne time ago we received a supply 

of literature from the general secretary 
of the l'J\A., and a short time after
wards a public meeting was held at 
Berry Creek at which twenty four set 
tiers were present. They organized and 
decided te call themselves The Ceiled 
Farmer* of Berry Creak. Home ef the 
members were ie favor of immediately 
applying for a«Imission to the C.Fa!, 
but the majorité were ie favor of se
vering more informâtioa before thb 
•tap eras taken We have twenty la# 
members nee and sx|«art many more 
shortly. A list of names of our mem
bers has leva seat ie aed the request 
made that they be supplied with liter» 
lure relating to the Assormtiea ami we 
hope the result will be I bat Berry 
Creek will be a I'aioa ef the I*.F A at 
aw early dale. It is oar intent ioa in 
organ»# a Mutual Fire Iuseras-. Com 
imay, similar te those ta operation ia 
Ontario.

II. P. IIOLZWORTH. Secretary 
Berry Creek, Alls

The ewrewary is formation asked for 
has been secured and it te kofod |kal 
the rweult will be the admission of 
Berry Creek tale Ike ranks of the 
t’.F A. la union there ia strength, and 
a few small scattered saner let i«.es ia 
various |-arts ef the province weald aat 
be able le de very mark work.

rrop THE BONUS GRAFT
It la with pleasure I he I I report the 

holding ef a aperlal merlleg ef «'am 
her lend Veto* «*• November t There 
• ere ever thirty preseei, and sis, »,w 
members were voted la The members 
•re greet ly interested is ike pro,«ed 
delegation t« Ottawa, aed this will form 
the prtnetjml topic for dtwwwtee at the 
•ext meeting As a *arl«md of |«t«i«M 
ewwM tie made up la this neighborhood 
w# are dc*lroae of knowing what the 
'hawse* Will be ef dlajmsieg of *eme 
nest Vf-n*g The caa*, and the aim of

n^Gretine 4l«r«ooi, as-l Mr 
Jamee Mar Kay gave a very plate aed 
leal rertive eiptaeetiqa Ile a Ne 
brought la the subject that it was sot 
fsir and sound n-mpelllioa for rertsia 
ledaoirtm in r « etve aabstdie* and the 
farmer* none tt wee considered that 
a vleit from a member ef ike eserwiM# 
ef the Amor 1st lee weald certainly 
strength,* ear Value end be mark 
appreciated by the remberw

K KM MWALUXU, Rnemury 
Be terme» Alu.

R IT WO SUN ORGANIZED
R Raw wt«he* te be si 

••* »g the bra echo» *f tb# C.fA. We 
are a 4 strong yn, having only eleven 
paid a, «. embers, bet we are expecting
In he fcKfoeeeff by at tnaet eight mere


