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Ottawa, March | Parliament has
had & somewhal strenvous week Again
questions pertaining to the problems
which confront the agriculturists of
Canadas oocupied the attention of the
Howse during seversl of the utlings
The Geain Act, which has been the cause
of much cogitation asnd discussion to

night, s still in the commitior stage, but
it s practically ready for third reading
All the important clduses bave been

disposed of and the amendments, whether
for better or for worse, are practioslly
upon the statute books of Canads ‘n w0
far st any rate as it s possible for the
Commons to put them there. Whether
the Senate -nll}--l-;w( to the many amend-
menls which bhave been m‘do- to the
messure since it was passed by the | pper
House last session s still & lnatler for
conjecture

After about theee houns’ discussion
the amendment providing for sample
markets and mixing of grain was put
through despite the objections of several
members. The amendment in regard to
the car supply st the terminals, which
Mr. Foster gave notice some time ago,
i now incorporaled in the bill. It s &
very complicated system which s pro-
vided for M at Fort William demands
are made for the transport of grain and
the receipts surrendered, the railway
company is to comply with these demands,
or say whether it will not. If it does
not comply with the demands within
twentyfour hours. the owners of the
receipt can apply to the gmin com-
missioners who will investigate and
decide whether or not there is a reasonable
ground for complaint, then they shall
notify the rmailway authorities. If the
railway authorities do not comply with
the request of the board the matter will
be submitted to the milway commission

Monday's session of the House was
taken up almost entirely with the hill,
the most noteworthy result of the day's
labor being the adoption of Mr. Foster's
amendment providing for the establish
ment of sample markets at Fort William,
Winnipeg and Calgary with mixing
privileges. FPrevious to this, however,
there was an interesting discussion on
clause 123 of the bill, which provides that
no person owning, managing, or operating
a terminal elevator shall be permitted
to buy or sell grain in the Western division

The Government's Intention

Mr. Knowles, of Moose Jaw, proposed
an amendment which would make it
apply to anyone in any way interested
in a terminal elevator and in connection
with a somewhat technical discussion
thereon Mr. Foster made a further ex-
planation of the government's policy in
regard to terminal elevators. As stated
last week, it is to be government owner-
ship on a limited and experimental scale
Mr. Foster made this very clear in his
second statement to the ilunw “The
government,” he said, “undertake to
put into operation the principle of gov-
ernment ownership either by construction
or leasing, but to what extent the govern-
ment will go is not yet determined. We
may determine in !iw end to lease one,
two or three of the elevators that are
there at the present time and thus apply
to a certain extent, the principle of
government n{:‘rnlmn and give to the
people of the West a choice between the
elevators at that point that are run by
corporations or individuals or the ele
vators that are run by the government,
either as owners or lessees. | am not
going to say on behalf of the government
that we propose to lease all the terminal
elevators there, or that we propose to
take absolute charge of all for the present
year. | am going to say that we do not.
We may lease two of these elevators,
we may lease three of them, but we do
not intend to undertake the financial
or experimental responsibility of taking
the whole terminal elevator system at
Fort William and Port Arthur under
Ww-mment operation for the present,

fe propose to apply the principle and
to undertake the experiment to see
whether or not the claim on behalf of
that peculiar type of operation is well
founded. If it works out well it will
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be for the rnvm-un and this House,
if they think it wise to apply the principle
Uil further, but | want o guard againgt
i being sated that becanse this much
has been done the government proposes
to take the whole of the terminal clevators
under government operstion. In so far
st the government lenses some of these
clevators the separstion s  absolutely
made. In s0 far as it doss not lesse
them it has this bold over the others
that remain not leased by the government
that it has the absolute right of saying
what persons shall be allowed to operate
them. That s to be done -nrlbc
spproval of the board and with the sub-
sequent approval of the vernment
In that way you have & b«ﬁm« that
class of elevators that you never had
before. Heretofore, we have simply had
-u‘rovnou-u After this act is passed we
will not only bave supervision, but we
will also have the power of direction
If those w ho propose to run these elet ators
should own them their masagement has
to be satisfactory to the government
In that way it seoms to me that we get
s hold added to the supervision that we
already have and that we to
maintain and we get these vators
on the basis of absolutely straightforward
and honest work. That is that the
West asks and that is all that any section
should ask. The demand of the West
is that the grain should not be manipulated
at the terminals. It does not matter a
pin as to how that is brought about s
that the thing itsell is accomplished. ™

Proceeding Mr. Foster said be litthe
use for the man who believed that he alone
knew how a thing should be done. He
also expressed the belief that there had
not been any wrongful manipulation of
grain at the terminal eclevators during
the grain seasons of 1910 and 1911

Sample Markets

When Mr. Foster's amendment author-
izing the establishment of sample markets
st Fort William, Winnipeg and Calgary
was taken up the minister went into &
lengthy explanation of the modus operandi
of such markets and expressed the view
that they would work out to the advantage
of the farmers and the trade generally

Hon. Frank Oliver was not so sure about
it. lo his judgment an effort was being
made under the guise of a sample market to
secure unlimited rights for mixing grain
for export, something which is entirely
contrary to the nt principles of
bandling grain. lben could be mno
objection, he said, to a sample market if
there is & demand for the grain which
can handle it without requining it to be
graded or to go through the channels
of transportation. Then undoubtedly the
farmer would get a truer value for his
grain, but that can only apply in so far
as there is a consuming market within
range. Mr. Oliver asked at this point
if the mixing privileges contemplated in
the bill would apply to grain for export
quite as moch as to the grain for home
consumg tion

“They apply generally,” said ~Mr.
Foster in repr

Mr. Oliver said that when the minister
ave notice of his amendment he wired

r. McKenzie, secretary of the Grain
Growers' association of Manitoba, asking
his opinion of the amendment. His
reply was:

“Suggested amendment itively no
value to Western farmers (g;md atter-
ly by our association. Ostensibly to
nnhrinh sample market, effect will be
to enable few private individuals to make
immense profits out of second class
grain at expense of reputation of standard
grades, with no advantage to farmers.
Conditions essential to establish sample
market at Winnipeg, involve making
Winnipeg an order point, and sending
samples from poiots west of Winnipeg
in advance of cars, as in Minneapolis,
and equal opportunity to all dealers tor
have identity of grain purchased on
sample ved at terminals.” Mr.
Oliver after quoting the report of the
editor of The Grain Growers’ Guide on
the Minneapolis sample market and the
conditions under which a similar market
could be profitably established in Win-

20‘. reafirmed his position that the
sing of grain for export would be »
detriment to the good larmer insamuch s
he would not be getting the grade for
the higher quality of grain that he pro
duced

My, Melghen's Views

Mr. Arthur Meighen on the other hand
ecrpressed the conviction that the establish-
ment of & sample market would dispose
of practioally all the difcultios under
which the grain trade suffers. He re

tted that the officers of the Gmin
rowers association cannot at the present
time sew their way to ve of the
establishment of such s On this
subject be thought he was closely in touch
with the farmers of his constitoency
During the election campaign be had met
thousands of them and they were favorable
to the establishment of sample markets
It was only lately that be had learned
that the officers of the association are

to them. Mr. Meighen argued
that the man who s buying by =
could gt the benefit of the mi
privilege, and he would as & consequence
pay & much higher price, and the man who
h‘- ing by grade has to meet this price
in to get the grain.  He was certain
that the sam market proposal would
be welcomed by the farmers of his con-
-ﬁhntqn-dlubyihimd
other districts throughout Western Can-

ada.

On Wednesday afterncon and evening
there was & somewhat strenuous debate
on the Western car blockade which was
concluded “with & cou of whirlwind

hes by Hon. Geo, Foster and Dr
ichael ( , of Red Deer, who ia fast
coming to be regarded as the chief an-
tagonist of the minister of trade and
commerce in the House, although they
are {riends pcku‘ly.
debate was started by Mr, Oliver,
who moved a somewhat lengthy resole-
tion, which, after expressing satisfaction
that rates on grain to Duluth and Min-
mpol'u bad been secured on the same
basis as the Fort William rate, went on
to urge upon the government the ad-
visability of securing further considers-
tion of the matter by the milway com-
panies with a view to having the reduced
rates apply to whest and oats for grinding
n and for consumption in the
United States as well as for export.

“The House would further urge that
such means as may be practicable be
taken by the government to have the
thnnﬁt rates on barley and flax to Duluth
and Minneapolis which became effective
on Jan. 28 reduced to the Fort William
rate.”

The ex-minister of the interior after
dealing minutely with the blockade con-
ditions and their cause, estimated that
the total loss to the Western farmers
this season from natural and other cause
was fifty-one million dollars or pﬂcﬁa:z
fifty per cent. of the crop wvalue.
estimated the loss on wheat owing to
blockade conditions at eight millions and
on other grains at two millions. Mr.
Oliver blamed the cvm-nt to a large

for the existing conditions and
said that earlier action should have been
taken to secure the lower rates to Duluth
and Minneapolis.

Blamed Providence
Mr. Foster in reply poked a deal
of fun at the n~-n’n§er of m-um
because be had taken so much time to
explain to the House how Providence had
in the beginning sliced about one-third
off the expectations of the West. Then
Providence had again intervened in con-
nection with the threatened coal famine
-hkbhdut‘i‘alu Mf’tkm»
on still again supplying
ted weather,
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them in & stisfactory manner. In oon.
clusion he, for the second time this ses.
son, sdvised Westers farmers 1o go In
for mized (arming and for Lhe construction
of the secomary Horage accom-
D Michael Clark regetted the lovity
bl . regret

with which “ s frivolous old friend ™ had
discussed 0 serious & matter. It was
in itaell, he said, sulcient justifiention
for the want of confidence motion which
had been moved by Mr. Oliver. The
problem, he said, was o one than
the government. apparently. any con.
oploe o ot hewed ke e B
Cuseion ve L

the government to same betler conception
of It. “What is the problem!” gueried
the member for Med Deer. “It s the
problem of the of the magnificent
producta ol our -lw
not & Western problem but »
problem. The moment the West suffens

mm..h - of
country » to sy
What are your plans’ You our
ﬂn.llbwr-. Now what
are your plans’  This is & serions
for the government, politically,
m-fyun.-h“
door material is being produced,
told, in greater numbers to Al the homes,
till the soll and produce more. The ques-
tion s otill more serious, becsuse if you
continue to advertise Canada as & splendid
field for immigration and people continue
to come in as & result of the advertising
anmlm‘tm
the problem of the disposal of the
Mpo’hm-.rh-P
cam) snd you are - z
u:.‘&‘c.-amh*
of the Dlﬂullhﬁ
to show in his logieal way Gireat
Britain ean take only two hundred
million bushels of wheat annually; that
Canada can never hope to secure the
monopuly of that market and thet in
the end the sheer weight of Western
production will make it absolotely im-
perative to secure for the Western larmers
the market of the United States. Alter
Mr. Geo. Fowler had indulged in some
sbuse of Dr. Clark for his views, which
be snid were all because there
- A or!’d
mnu‘d-'nuomx
m’myhnm
This afterncon the government on” s
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