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It 'is -expected that Hon. C. J. Mickle, 

tion leader in the Manitoba Legislature, 
appointed to a judgeship shortly.

O'ipos; 
will be

Seven Swedes were killed List w eek by a pi etna 
ture explosion of dynamite on the National Trans­
continental, 120 mill's north of Nip'igon, Ontario.

* * *

A committee was appointed last week by the 
Manitoba Legislature to consider wh ther the 
Province should build a public abattoir.

* * *

The Alberta Government is considering the ques­
tion of seeking from the Federal Govern ment such 
powers as will enable the Province to own and 
operate the grain elevators.

T. S. McDonald, of Regina, was chosen on! of 
69 applications for the position of manager of the 
Regina Agricultural and Industrial Association 
It is stated that the Minister of Agriculture has 
given assurance that the Dominion Exhibition will 
be held in Regina in 1911.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
A Philadelphia man announces that he will sV.arL

Ur. Robertson estimates that it the held era 
Canada last year had been increased to the 
extent that the crops entered in the seed gix 
competition were bv three years’ sélection 
increased value to the country would have amounted 
to $80,000,000. Another striking instance -4 what 
can be done by the use of good seed and improved 
methods of farming is furnished bv the experience 
at the College [•'arm at St. Anne de Bellevue. XX lien 
the farm was purchased, it was no better than the 
average in the Province. After three wars’ care!ul 
cropping, using improved seed, the vivid per acre is 
practically double that of the average farm inQuebe- 

This season the fa nil of Quebec yielded crop- to 
the value of $73,000.000 ll the average yield 
throughout the Province had been as good as at the 
< iillegc farm, the value wouh 1 ha v been 81 17,000.000 
I'hese figures. Dr Robertson points out. convey some 
concej it mu of t he room there is tor plant improve men : 
and the work accomplished bv those who took part 
m the seed-growing competition is good evidence 
as to what can be done through methods employed 
by the Association.

Important Change In Constitution 
Among the recommendations brought before the 

convention, and finallv accepted, after considerable 
discussion, was one altering the consitution 
as to give recognition to work of improvement in 
plants that mav have been done bv <>thei re - g 
nised authorities. Up to the present. no si.Hiding 
in the Association has been given to seed that may 
have been improved bv the experii lent --'allons, or 
by private individuals, unless the work was done 
strictly in accord with t he Ass. iciai ion regulations.
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The United States battleship licet returned to 
Hampton Roads, on Feb. 22nd, after a fifte ui 
months’ cruise around the world. Sixteen battl 
ships and fifteen thousand men made the voyage.

be the minimum

The llnited States Goverment 
a verdict against the beef trust, 
at present proceeding before a 
that indictments charging the 
with being the 
be returned.

expects to secure 
in investigations 

grand jury, and 
big packing linns 

biggest food trust ever known will

The Asquith Government is sail bo be getting 
into serious straits, and an appeal to the country 
at the conclusion of the present session would sut 
prise no one. The radical wing of the heterogen 
eous mass that forms th - government party will 
split oft, it is expected, on the question of is 
creasing the naval and military forces.

Latest reports from South-eastern 
dieate that just as soon as spring bn 
snow clears off, war is likely to break 
Servia and Austria. At present, each 
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Fifth Annual Convention of the Canadian 
Seed Growers Association

The fifth 
growers’ Asa 
5th, was well 
sent from .ill the 1 
and keen interest 
meetings and di: 
ventions mav liavt 
more widely 
but never hi

nnual convention of the C.madia: So-d- 
>ciat ion, held in Ottawa, Feb Ith and 

i cm lo 1. represent ativei being pr<
n.vim os vast of the Great Lake 
was manifest e< ! throughi it th< 

eussions. Some previous con 
been more largely attended at, 1 

Dominion, 
made to-

reprosontative of tho whole 
s greater advancement bee

ward putting the work of the A- - i i1 ■ •, , ui a bn i 
that will appeal to farmers, and widen it! influenct 
throughout the country

Aims Of The Association 
The aims and objects of the Association 1 ere ver . 

u 1 cl irly reviewed by the Pit ident, Di [amt 
W Roberts in, Of Macdonald College Di Robert 
on pointe 1 out that the sy tem of selectioi a >

■ : ed 1. the meml >ei < if i he Association 1 no 
meai new prii iple [n S 11 . • ■ 
the practice of the best farmers to build a ” seed t nek ’ 
of grain taken from th< >sc port ions of the nek 1 v/herc thi 
grain is of best quality This superior grain is then
kept 
Virgil 
for c

- rate, and used for seed. A quotat, n from 
indicated that the process of hand selection 
p improvement, was practiced with marked 
ige even before Christ was born.
•wing the Macdonald-Robertson competition 
growing, it was shown that the yields had been 
increased and the quality of the grain improv­
ering a period of only7 three years’ selection.

which demand that i>ne-<juar 
size seed plot. and that in no case shall nv uv Mvd be 
selected from the seed plot than su I! nier I to sow a 
a plot four times the size of the one from which the 
seed was taken. At most of our experiment sta­
tions the system of individual plant selection ; . tol- 
owed as a basis of improvvmen'. rather than a bulk 
selection of heads, as practiced by the X ociation 

I he system, as outlined bv Prof L S. Klim!-, oi 
St. Anne's, is in brief, as follow-- Sever.-I th--u m-l 
grains of one variété are planted in r- >" : ejur.i'rb . 
several inches apart each way, and throughout the 
growing season these individual plants are carefu 
studied Those showing the de ired chai act eristics 
a re noted, and, of the large number of ; lants growing 
about one hundred are selected and carefullv stored. 
During the winter, these one hundred plants are again 
culled down by more rigid inspecta n ol belli the 
plant and ripened grain. The progenv of each 
plant is kept separate, and the seed sown in small 
test plots in the spring. In this way, improved 
strains - ! thi different varietii are « st ibli hed, and, 
'xheii sufficient seed is produced it : -i tributed to 
farmers.

Work oi this nature must ncce mb !-e -1- -m 
by pnl'li, institutions, rathei than by : - - - - • - I im - i - 
and n was * < D by the Association that grain that 
has been mo roved m thi w ly uld be given a 
standing ii the Assodatioi mei
likely wish to tart with seed of this sort. The - 
stitution, as now amended, give the executive count
- : I power to give seed improve ! by recognized author-. 
tries a standing in the Association records as high as 
hand selected seed of the fifth year. The outcome of 
this amendment will probably be that most of the 
new members will start their wo : of select - n with 
seed aln dy impi ved as outlined above, and this 
would seem to be the most rational system.

Dr. Chas. Saunders On Plant Improvement 
In the course of a paper on the work of plant- 

improvement, Dr. Chas Saunders, Cerealist, at the 
Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa, pointed out 
the difference between the methods of selection 
followed by the Seed-growers’ Association and 
that followed at the Experimental Farm. The 
Association method is to select heads from the grow­
ing crop repeatedly year after year. One difficulty 
-vu n this system is that large heads, which are likely 
to be picked, may be produced on a poor plant, or 
it may even be a different variety. With wheats, 
especially, it is extremely difficult to distinguish 
accurately between some of the varieties, and, as 
the selection has to be made each year, there is 
always th< danger of not keeping the variety perfect­
ly PUR With the individual-plant system, this 
difficulty does not present itself, and t 
qualities can be more readily recognized 
lished in improved strains. Dr. Saunde 
mendation is that farmers who wish to gro 
selected seed, secure their stock from a ! 
has been improved by individua

- nd then keep it pure by th. hand 
or by the use of a small si 1 plot, 
be sown hand-picked seed.

Report Of The Year’s Op 
The report of the Secretary 

Newman, covered in detail the' operation:
year, and represented the Associ 
prosperous condition. Most of 
are reported to be doing good 
and several promising men ha 
the list of members. Last seas 
names on the list, including meml 

Of these, 139 reported having : 
r operation, and requested visits f 

In all, 199 members were visited 
during the past season. The nu
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districts v--nsiderable attention is being given t<> the 
earlier varieties. (.Considerable work is also being 
dune with fall wheat in the northern sections l’he 
order of crops in Ontario, as m their popular]! -, for 
i a i p ni v ei nent by selection, is corn, oats, barley, 
wheat and potatoes There are a large numbei of 
members in Ontario, and. on the whole they are 
doing excellent work Quebec members are nut gel­
ling al'-n.j as well as thev might, due, largelv, it is 
thought. !.. the fact that they do not understand the 
details of operations thoroughly It is hope-1 to 
-1\ itch me tins dill'll nit v by having a general meeting 
m French next spring, when the process will be fully 
explained In the Maritime Provinces the work is 
becoming more and more popular, due, to some 
extent, to the excellent educational influence of the 
limitai Winter Lair at Amherst Prince Edward 
Island ami Nova Scotia both have a goodly number of 
men who are doing excellent: work m plant improve­
ment. New Brunswick has fewer members, but they 
are equally good.

To Encourage District Meetings 
Among the recommendations made by the Board 

of Directors, and approved by the Convention, 
a "in- law-ring the holding "I district metings or 

convention-, bv membev- of the Association. These 
informal conferences have been held at some ol the 
winlt i fairs, and have been very beneficial in getting 
expression of opinion from a large number of mem­
bers who are unable to attend the annual convention.

Favor Experiment With Canadian Grown 
Root Seed

I ' w a . pointed out ! - , thi Board of Di recti irs, and 
al o by P< tei 11 M< Kenzii . ex 1 hariman Standing 
Committee on Agricultara and Colonization, that a 
great deal of the vegetable and root seed sold m 
1 mada is oi low vitality, and does not produce uni 
form : : ■ I • was suggested that experiments
should be conducted at the Experimental Farm, with 
i he view in determining whether root and vegetable 
seeds can be grown economically in this country, 
and testing their relative value, as compared with 
the imported stock.

Very interesting and instructive papers were 
: ' ent< 1 during the convention by Geo Mic baud. 
Assistant Seed Analy : Ottawa on “Conditions 
Which Affect the Vitality and Viability oi Seeds” by 
Prof. R. Hare- irt O A. C., on "The Comparative 
Baking Value of Flour:. M , Li fi im Different Varietie 
of 1 ill Wheat”; by A. P. McVanncl. Perth, On' 
on “Barley Production’’; by Prof. Wm Lochhed 
Macdonald College, Quebec, on “How Plant I . - 
and by J. W. Gibson, Ottawa, on “The Seed-plot 
as an Educator.”

Officers Re-Elected 
President of the Association, Dr. Jas U 
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also the ten first directors. Thirty new names were 
added to the list of honorary members.

Hon. Sydney Fisher On The Rome Conference 
In an address before the Seed-growers’ Association, 

lion S.dney Fisher, Minister of Agriculture, took 
occasion to give a brief statement as to the aims and 
objects of the International Agricultural Institute, 
a session of which was recently held in Rome, at 
which Mr. Fisher was present. Th, objects of the 
Institute, as outlined by Mr. Fisher, are two fold: 

uS hi t° secure co-operation in the compilation of 
tlili' reports on crop conditi, ns throughout the 

v. rirl-l, and in this way secure official information 
v Inch v ill be of great use in arriving at proper market 
values., and suppress, in a large measure, at least, 
.utdiaal manipulation of the grain markets by 
large operators, often lo the great loss of the pro- 

it the grain. Secondly, to compile at head- 
- at Rome, ami distribute to the countries 

Hgiiig !u the Institute, all the latest information 
" R' nal research work that may be conducted 

ations in the countries represented, 
the Institute was presented to the 

was very strongly impressed with 
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inti rested to a conference, to 
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