its  to

sver into

ofitcble

. do'it.

“moment.
. cerns the foundation building and restoration of °
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Editorial - ‘

0 you remember how we used to say,
D «When the war is over, this, that and
the other thing will be easily done”? And

now we are finding that now the war is finish-
ed, we are pressed with entirely new problems
of the utmost gravity, that are not easily done.
The man Who talks about getting back to pre-
war conditions has yet to learn the meaning
of the war. It was not a war fo secure old
things. It was to secure the great principles,
:ohteousness and brotherhood. Old things are

' being scrapped as readily as worn out equipment

if they do not express those principles. But to

pull down the old buildings and clear the founda-

tions for a building that will be well and truly
puilt throughout is a task which demands the
strength of giants and the heart of heroes, and

" we have already found that, as a whole, our peo-

ple do not respond to the.émergency signal as

‘they did during the war.,

“In the first place, they are not sure that, there
is & real emergency. It is simple for anyone to

' gee an emergency in the shape of an enemy with

men, money and equipment, and a brain restrain-

‘ed by no sense of honour or chivalry from ruth-

Jessly using them. It was a case of now or never,
now or forever.

In the second place, they are tired out. We
have been running at high pressure during the

“last five years. We had the strength of will to
face and meet each new situation and appeal,
. although it meant nerves were tense to the point

of breaking. But we did look forward to a relief
and rest when the war was over.

THANKSGIVING- this year. With all our

; allies we are thankful for the Victory
which crowned the five years’ struggle against
odds that were heavy at the start. We are
thankful for the spirit of our men and those
who fought with them. Never can we forget
that without the sacrifice of those who counted
the cost and paid it, even to life itself, we should
to-day be mourning a defeat. :

We have a land free from the age-long sores
of Europe, where wickedness and vice have
weltered in an ooze of man’s neglect and selfish-
ness. We have a heritage which should breed
a race of men as unsullied as our Western skies,
as-broad in mind as our prairies and as high in

BEYOND all telling Canada has cause for

ideals as the Rockies that shoulder their way to

snow-clad peaks. .

We are thapkful for the undaunted spirit of
our people which looks the future in the face.
It is a future of great promise. God alone knows
how great it is. 20 : 24

But we must beware lest we sell our birth-.
right for a mess of pottage. The man who can. -
see Canada’s future only in terms of commerce .-
and finance, has never-caught a glimpse of that

future, -Surely the war has taught us that a

nation’s greatness is not measured by its acres or

money.

‘The spirit of a péuple is the olemél;t'of true 8
" greatness. Are your minds set on righteousness, -

~ The .¢brtsttan lpeat'. S

o

. Sin, Conscience, Forgiveness

(NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY) -

THE forgiveness of sin is the lesson in to-
: day’s Gospel: “That ye may know ths
the Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins.” What is sin? = Admittedly it is
not easy to define. It is generally ‘explained ¢

" g violation of the will of God. But it is.

than that; it is in some way, an.
of the attributes and prerogati
they extend themselves towards
tailment. of the free action of
‘among men. The God. wk

has a moral will toward mankind

' 0 ye children of men? Without that, all the _ chs

The men from overseas endured situations still :

more exacting .and they have come back after

_‘months or years of nervous exhaustion ‘which is

bound to have its reaction, A new emergency is

‘. * gomething like the cut of a whip to a blooded

horse, 7 ; :
So to-day “we do not want any S.0.8. si_gnals.
They have become more or less irritating,” We

" prefer to settle to the steady, hard grind of a

long task which demands persistent spirit. We

- have been annoyed by the. flash-in-the-pan
. methods of profiteers. We do not want any more

mushroom growth in commerce or finance. Our
screaming advertisements flick us on thé raw.
Show s 2 great task,” a™ioug wask, a task that

el

calls for brain and musecle and brawn, and we
will settle to it and thank God for the chance to *

- Such a task we have before us in the new Vic- ‘

tory Loan for November. It concerns not the de-
feat of the Germans, not- the raising of a new
army, not the building of new equipment. - It is
not an appeal to do something for the passing
It is the call to do service which con-

our national life.

Entirely able are we to do this. By gix hun- -

dred and fifty-five millions of dollars our citizens

_ have increased their cash balances in the banks
~since five years ago.  One billion, seven hundred
.~ -and forty millions, four hundred thousands of
~dollars stands to the credit ‘of Canadians.

"It takes a man with more than half an eye to

: see that Canada must stride out and keep step
~ with the financial and commereial development
-of other nations or we shall get back in the line
v and stay back. There is ‘no good in our rest-

- ing even amid the laurels which our brave men

4

have won. Those laurels have made the world

realize that “Canada” stands for resourcefulness,

alertness, and efficiency. Those very laurels make

it impossible for us to wait until our task over-

takes us. Five.years of slackness will make men

~Wonder even more at the splendid record of our
. Men overseas beeause it is not backed up by
. our national life, ¢

wealth of our fields and forests, rivers and mines '

will be but the holdings of slaves. -

That brings us to our greatest cause fé: thank-

fulness, How seldom we stop to realize that the . h

very foundation and support of all our world

is God Himself. We can never give adequate ex-

pression to our gratitude for redemption by our
Lord Jesus Christ. Unless our ‘national and
personal life is built on His Truth f.here can be

no greatness for our mation.

VERSTATEMENT is a grave weakness in

argument because it is a form of in- . =

accuracy with a motive. The journal
which printed these words: “The P

movement must be taken seriously, 100, bemu o
it has money, Puritan money; one always finds

" money among those who want to Pmm othaes
:4som enjoying themselves, That is the d’f‘, IMI

instinet of the Puritan. He fears

gaiety..  He is entirely~honest, tbsohtolywli-f e
: :acﬁﬁcin‘g,;but with himself he will readily sacri- ,

fice his neighbour,” makes a present of the case

to the opponerits. To: Jassify as “kill-joys” the

people who have such a keen estimate of life that -

théy see other things besides the indulgence of
the troment, is frantic. If the trade in alcoholic
beverages had been a dispenser of joy, pure and

¥ ey

unadulterated, then there might be .fm of

reason for such a statement.

The fault of overstatement is not confined to "

“one side. We have heard and read statements’
which lost their forcé by their extremeness. I g
' hard names about every
'man who sees no harm in taking a glass, for the
names simply do not stick. There is no/meed of
temperance advocates using exmmemeﬂwdsor i
speeches. They are not after a snap vote..

is no good anyone usin

The way public opimion in Canada has heen
travelling for the last twenty-five’ years and .
ally the ldst three is perfectly clear.
In Canada at least we see, as DR. WILFRID GREN-
‘pELL, of Labrador, said last Sunday at tlumﬁgn ; i

vaocation Hall, that the liguor traffic is
philanthropie i : :
tributing medicin ‘ th

is one of its mumerous poses. .‘Wg“’
none of our readers mis :

. SPECTATOR last week and

" this week.
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