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CATHOLICS AND SPIRITUALISM.

Baltimore Mirror.

There are not a few Catholics who
have become interested in the so-called
phenomena of Spiritualism, and who
have attended, and perhaps make a
practice of attending, the exhibitions
given by mediums. Florence Marry-
att, the novelist, has published a book
which is called *‘ There is No Death,”
and in which she gives an account of
her investigations of occult wonders.
She is a Catholic, and claims to have
had the permission of her confessor to
look into these matters. In much that
she relates we are convinced she was
the victim of imposture ; the agency
which produced other ** phenomena "
was evidently that of the devil.

In the current issue of the Month
there is an admirable exposition of the
Catholic view of Spiritualism, written
by a priest, and the article is very
timely, as 0 many persons are now
concerning themself with the *‘ mani-
festations " of table-rappers and ma-
terializing performers. This article
SAys :

Any one who believes in the central
fact of Christianity must by the very
fact of his belief be a dogmatist so far
as regards the divinity of Jesus Christ.
He must also, if he is consistent in his
belief regard with the utmost abhor-
rence any system or any influence that
tends to weaken the authority of the
Son of God over the hearts of men.
Any one, moreover, who believes in
the inspiration of Holy Scripture must
hold that any spiritual agency that
opposes the doctrine of the Incarnation
is of necessity not of God, but of the evil
one. *‘Every spirit that dissolveth
Jesus " (i. e., separates between His
divinity and humanity, denying either
one or the other) ““is not of God, and
this is anti-Christ of whom you have
heard that he cometh and he is now
already in the world.” Every Chris-
tian holds any fact, statement or phe-
nomenon which traverses this central
doctrine of Christianity to be of hell.
In this respect he is bound to be intol-
erant. He cannot, as a lover of God’s
truth, show any consideration for it.
A fact it cannot be, as a statement it is
false, as a phenomenon it must be a
mere imposture,

To sum up : Spiritualism, by which
we mean the practice of invoking and
holding converse with the spirits of
the dead by writing and speaking, or
any other means whatever, is unlaw-
ful and abominable in the sight of
God, and this for the following rea-
sons :

1. The spirits who appear to those
on earth when invoked by them are
not what they profess to be, nor the
spirits of departed friends, but the
ministers of Satan, who assume the
character and even the appearance of
the deceased, and manifest secrets
known only to them, in order to de-
ceive the living and bring them into
their power. All commerce with them
is therefore a direct dealing with
satan and the devils who serve him.

2. The true character of these spirits
is shown by the doctrine taught by
them. It is in direct opposition to
Holy Scripture and the teaching of
the Catholic Church. It is subversive
of all faith. It is more especially
directed against the eternity of pun-
ishmont and the incarnation of the
Son of God. We know from Holy
Scripture that the incarnation is the
test by which the spirits are to be
tried, and the denial of the eternal
punishment is what we should natur-
ally expect from the accursed spirits
who are themselves condemned to hell
forever, and who are anxious to drag
down to hell as many as possible of
the children of men.

8. The invariable consequence of in-
tercourse with the spirits is a gradual
and insensible loss of faith, and a dis-
relish and dislike for all intercourse
with God, whether by Holy Commun-
ion, or any other of the sacraments of
the Church., It either robs the soul of
all peace, so that it is tormented by
doubt and melancholy, or else it
hardens the heart into a complete
aversion from God and insensibility to
His judgments or warnings. In some
cases gross sins against purity also
follow on the practice of spiritualism.

against the natural law graven on the
hearts of all men. It was one of the
abominations for which the wicked
nations of Palestine were expelled by
Almighty God at the time of the Jewish
conquest. Its prevalence is invariably
accompanied by a low morality and an
overweening pride.

5. Spiritualism is also strictly for-
bidden by Holy Scripture, and by the
Catholic Church under pain of mortal
sin. It is a direct and formal insult
to Almighty God. Any Catholic who
takes any part in it or is presen! at a
spiritualistic seance (unless it be for
some good reason and with due per-
mission from some good authority),
thereby exposes himself to most serious
danger.

It is needless to add anything by
way of exhortation to Catholics in
order to induce them to keep aloof
from these lying wonders and false
miracles. But we hope that those out-
side the Church who may read these
pages may recognize the peril that
they are incurring by yielding to the
deadly fascination of spiritualism.

In the issue of Scribner's Magazine
for November appears an account of

“ Conversations and  Opinions of
Victor Hugo,” from unpublished

papers found at Guernsey. Hugo was
a colossal genius in his way, but a
skeptic. He had fantastic ideas of his
own about God, but apparently did not
believe in the divinity of Christ. It
is difficult, however,to make out clearly
from his writings what he did believe.
He was brought up a Catholic, and,
like Renan and others, displayed a
hankering to the last for the religion
of his youth, which he had lost.

Hugo seems to have been haunted
by evil spirits toward the close of his
life. Hesays: ‘ Formerly I used to
sleep like a tranquil man. Now 1
never lie down without a certain terror,
and when I awake in the night I awake
with a shudder. I hear rapping spir-
its in my room. Two months ago,
before the White Lady had sketched
her portraits, 1 did not have this terror;
but now, I confess it, I experience an
accursed horror.”

The * White Lady” was a vision
which had appeared in the neighbor-
hood. How much of Hugo's nocturnal
torment was due to an uneasy con-
science ? In the pride of intellect he
may have tried to reason himself intn
the belief that Christianity is a dream
and chimera ; but was his soul ever
truly at peace? There is in his writ-
ings, and especially his novels, adwell-

ing on Catholic things — Bishops,
priests, nuns, the Mass, ceremon-
jes, doctrines — that shows how

much they occupied his secret
thoughts. Every born Catholic knows
how the faith is ingrained from child-
hood ; when it is implanted in the soul
from the dawn of reason it never
leaves. There are and have been
thousands of apostate Catholics, who
have written and spoken against the
Church and reviled it ; but deep down
somewhere in every one of these souls
something has remained —mysterious,
innradicable—to trouble and disturb.
It is conscience. We do not believe
that either Renan or Hugo were ever
men of tranquil mind. Renan’s
friends confess that he had a horror of
death, and now we have Hugo's own
admission that he was haunted by evil
spirits in the loneliness of his bed
chamber at night.
-
That Pale Face.

For Nervous Prostration and Anaemia
there is no medicine that will so promptly
and infallibly restore vigor and strength as
Scott’s Emulsion.

A MOTHER'S LOOK.

A Jesult Misslonary's Touching Story
of his Converslon.

The following touching incident is
related by a Jesuit Father: ‘‘I have
known a student, whose desolate and
wicked life had caused him to be cast
into chains and to be locked up in the
Ebrenbretstein. His father was long
since dead. His mother, therefore,
had to bear alone the grief caused by
her degenerate child. It is difficult to
express how keenly it gnawed on the
mother's heart ; in the soul of the crimi-
nal, however, it was and remained as
dark as in the prison where he was
chained ; not the least sign of repent-
ance. No wonder that such a sorrow,
which, by day and by night, afflicted
the poor mother of the impenitent son,
lay on her bed of death. Secing the
hour of dissolution approach, she
sent a petition to the commander of

the fortress to bring her child
once more before  her dying
bed. He granted her request.

The next day the son appeared, es-
corted by armed soldiers, at the bed of
his mother. But she, pale and con-
sumed with grief, spoke no word—no,
not a word, but long and piercingly
she looked at him, and having pene-
trated him long and deeply, she turned

her face to the wall and gave the
signal to lead away the son. As he

came, so he went—cold and sulky, like
as if there was in him an incarnate
obstinacy. But in the prison it came
upon him. The look of his haggard,
dying mother, thin and wasted, and
with this look everything—ureproach,
punishment, abomination, entreaty,
mother’s anxiety, mother'slove ! Had
she spoken to him a whole month long
unceasingly, she could not have spoken
so earnestly and thrilling to his
heart as she did with her dumb look
from her death-bed. What a storm of
emotion agitated the soul of the
wretched youth ! As never before he
was moved and broke forth in such
vehement ejaculations that one would
think his heart must break. We need
not be astonished that, all at once, he
struck his brow, burst into tears, and
loudly exclaimed. **O God ! to what
have I come !” He stopped not with
this cognition—no ; he was converted
sincerely ; he even entered a monas-
tery and became a Jesuit and mission-
ary ; and now you see him—the young
criminal—here standing before you in
the pulpit ! 1t was Father Hasslacher
himself, the celebrated German Jesuit,
who died in 1876.
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The Twilight-Bell of the Angels.
Ave Maria.

A legend, impalpable as the ether
in which it floats, owing no local
habitation, claiming no author, is
borne on the swift wings of memory.
It says that in the blessed abode of the
angels a great bell swings; and that
at twilight mortals may hear its voice,
if they put from mind and heart all
discord and worldliness and all that
comes between them and love to their

Creator. And its voice is hushed with
the setting sun; for it is always

twilight somewhere. The angels who
set it ringing are sad or g‘lmlvas they
aze into mortal faces, and learn that
the bell is unheard, or that it sends
its gracious message to a human
heart, purged of strife and hatred
and filled with heavenly peace.

* So then, let us ponder a little :
Let us look in our hearts and see
If the twilight bell of the anzels
Could ring for us—you and me.”
P D S A

The promptness with which Ayer’s

A Cure for Dyspepsia.

In investigating the cause of this prevalent
complaint it is tound to rest principally in
wrong action of the stomach and impurity of
the blood. These exciting causes are easily
removel by the regulating, purifying tonic
and digestive effects of Ilnn(i:,wk Blood Bit-
ters, hence the success of B. B. B. in curing
dyspepsia_in any form, no matter of how
Jlong standing or liow severe it may be.

The great lung healer is found in that
excellent medicine sold as Bickle’s Anti-
Comsumptive Syrup. It soothes and dimin-
ishes the sensibility of the membrane of
the throat and air passages, and is a
sovereign remedy for all coughs, colds,
hoarseness, pain or soreness In the chest,
bronchitis, ete. It has cured many when
supposed to be far advanced in consumption,

No Corp or CouGH too severe to vield to
the curative power of Dr. Wood's Norway
Pine Syrup.

4. Spiritualism is a grave sin

k Send in Your Order This Morning,

No Advertisements in any of my Books

Minard's Liniment cures Burns, &c.
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Cherry Pectoral stops a hacking cough
and induces refreshing sleep is some-
thing marvelous. It never fails to
give instant relief, even in the worst
cases of throat and lung trouble, and
is the best remedy for whooping cough.

Steeplessness is due to nervous excitement.
The delicately constituted, the financier, the
business man, and those whose occupation
necessitates great mental strain or worry, all
suffer less or more from it. Sleep is the
great restorer of a worried brain, and to get
sleep cleanse the stomach from all impurities
with a few doses of Parmelee’s Veget: hle
Pills, gelatine coated, containing no mer-

cury, and are guaranteed to give satisfaction

or money will be refunded.

MODERN MIRACLES.

Interesting Talk by a Jesuit in Eng-
land.

Father Clarke, S. J., during the
course of a lecture on the subject of
modern miracles, delivered in the
boys' school of St. George's Cathedral,
in Westminster Bridgeroad, explained
the teaching of the Church in this con-
nection, pointing out that there were
none more sceptical about modern
miracles than the Bishops of the
Church, unless there existed most in-
disreputable evidence to support them.
Speaking of the miracles of Lourdes,
he asked why should non-Catholics
accept the far more marvelous miracles
of the Old Testament and yet reject
those of Lourdes? Why believe in the
pool of Bethsada and reject the waters
of Lourdes ?

The reverend lecturer then gave a

number of cases of cures effected at | —

Lourdes, which had been verified by
independent medical testimony. There
was nothing left but a choice between
denying the truth of a pertect evidence
and denying the power of God. /

number of dissolving views of Lourdes
were thrown on a screen by the aid of

a powerful oxy-hydrogen light. After ;:\‘”;: $ mall packages for household use,
the lecture questions were freely put|gqgg kg f":‘*“"""ﬁ“f’““‘ﬂ- iy
by non-Catholics present and promptly | ysg Don’t Forget “CHASES.0
replied to. WITHOUT |[Sold by all Druggists, Staticaers and
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LEADED GLASS

CHURCH BELLA—TUBULAR CHIMES AND DELLE

CLUE POT

|

Mends everything that Glue will Head.

Or any other similar epidemie, the blood and
the whole system should be kept in healthy
condition. If you feel worn out or have
““that tired feeling * in the morning, do not
be guilty of neglect. Giveimmediate atten-
tion to yourself. Take Hood’s Sarsaparilla
to give strength, purify the blood and pre-
vent disease.

Hoop's PiLLs cure liver ills, jaundice,
biliousness, sick headache, constipation.
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1S A POOR KIND OF ECONOMY

Itis on a par with buying lots of rubbishy
soap for little money.

Poor soaps are the ** bunghole " through
which time and labor are wasted, and by
which the clothes and hands are ruined.

and by its lasting pro-
perfect purity, it Saves Time & Labor,

Closes the Avenues

) of Waste and Ruin,

perties, its wonderful

cleansing powers and

«nd brings Comfort & Satisfaction to
all who use it.
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WORKS: PT, SUNLIGHT LEVER BROS., LIMITED
NEAR BIRKENHEAD TORONTO

ILEKONE
i PILES.

Application painless and easy. Relief 1mme
diate. This preparation fills a great andlon
felt want among those who suffer from piles. ?l
is a remedy of the highest merit, effective and
reliable, and has more than met the anticipa
tions of those physicians who have used it in
their nractice. PILEKONE IS A POSITIVE

No other Sarsaparilla has the careful per-
al supervision of the proprietor in all the
ils of its preparation as has Hood’s Sar-

son
de
saparilla,
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Illust!“‘ated Montreal' The Metropolis of Canada.—A.

IlllJStPated QuebeC. The Canadian Gibraltar and Tourists’ Mecca of America.—B.

Ilustrated HalifaX, yune arrison city by the Sea.—c.

Illustrated ToOronto, tne queen city of the West.—n.

Thousands Sold.

Charmingly written, superbly illustrated, elegantly bound.
Canada, the books will prove a valuable addition to the library on account of their intrinsic literary and artistic merit

) No more beautiful works of the kind have ever been
Any of the above named sent on receipt of T5 cents in postage stamps.
McCONNIFF, Ticket Agent, Windsor Hotel, Montreal.

as well as appropriate ornaments to th
published at the same price.
~be happy. Published by MR. J.

MR. JOHN M'CONNIFF, Publisher Canadian Gem Sowvenir Books,

|
|
| IIhereby suhseribe for on
' at price stated, viz., seventy-five

Name of Subscriber .. .

Book to be mailed

Cut out this Coupon and 1t
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¢ parlor or the boudoir.

BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY GIFTS

THE “‘GENM”? SERIHS.
~«Qanadian

Besides being mementoes of these historic cities of

CURE when other treatments fail to relieve
Testimoniuls furnished. Price 31, r sale by
druggists. or by mail on receipt of pr i

W. T. STRONG. Manufacturing Chemist
184 Dundas street, London, Ont.

s Bookgw=

To See Them is to Buy Them.

Get a copy and

P. 0O, Box 1234, Montreal,

e (1) copy of
» conts

[Write in the nan

mail to me with 75 cents in postage stamps.

P.Q.:

he of book you may want, A, I, Cor D.]

PRICE, FREE BY

o
With a Remarkably Beautiful Frontispiece
in Gold and Cclors,

MAIL, 25 CENTS.

Per doz.,32.00; per doz. by mail, *2.35.
The Best. Writers, The Best Illustrations,
The best family reading for winter nights.

A PRIMER FOR CO.VERTS. By Rev.J.
T. hurward. net, 25 cents,
HARRY DER ;or, Making it Out. By F.J.
Finn, =.J. With Fronti-piece. £1.

OR DENOMINA-

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TIONAL SCHOOLS 2 _tastoral Letter by
Rt. Rev. W. E. von Ketteler, Bishop of

Mentz. 8vo, paper, net, 10 eents,
SOCI ALISM EXPOSED AND REFUTED.
By Rev. V. Cathrein,S8.J. From the G
man by Rev, James Conway, S.J. net, 75¢.
THE SACRAMENTALS of the Catholic
Church. By Rev. A. A. Lambing, LL.D.

net, 81.25

81d by all Matholic Booksellers & Agentns,

BENZIGER BROTHERS,

New York, Cincinnati, and Chicago.

180 KING STREET.

Jonx FercusoN & Sons,

The leading Undertakers and Embalm-
ers. Open night and day.

Telephone—House, 373 ; Factory, 543,

HEADQUARTERS

~—EOR—

Direh - Candles

ESTABLISHED 1833,

BCKERMANN & WILL'S

ALTAR BRAND
PURISSIMA BRAND

The leading brands now upon the
market, and the most popular with
the rev. clergy. Send for our price
list, list of premiums and speclal
disecounts for quantities before placing your
order. Address

ECKERMANN & WILL

The Candle Manufacturers,

SYRACUSE, N.Y.
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Norway Pi
Syrup.

Rich in the lung-healing virtues ofthe Pine
combined with the soothinq and expectorant
properties of other pectoral herbs and barks,

A PERFECT CURE FOR

COUGHS AND COLDS
Hoarseness, Asthma, Bronchitis, Sore Throat,
Croup and all THROAT, BRONCHIAL and
LUNG DISEASES., Obstinate coughs which
resist other remedies yield promptly to this
pleasant piny syrup.

PRICE 25C. AND BOO. PER BOTTLE,
FOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS,

YEARS.

Johnston, N. B., March 11, 1889.
«1 was troubled for thirty yeais with

became very bad,

“ALL RIGHT! ST. JACDBS OiL bID IT."

and Commercial courses.
Er1 0 n ! Al S A " D all ordinary expenses, ¥150 per annum,
R ik full particalars apply to REV. D. CUSHING,
© VA X

U N,

STRONC- HANDY--DURABLE | Sl

versity.
the Arehbishop ot Toronto, and directed by
{ the Bagilian Fathers,
tifie and commercial courses. Speeial courses
for students preparing for University matric
ulation and non - professional certificates,
Terms, when paid in advance:
tuition, $150 per year;
= day pupils, 225
AR to R

side, which increased and
I used
it all praise.”

MRS, WM. RYDER.

EDUCATIONAL,

U RSUMPTION COLLEGE, SANDWICH

Ont.—The studles embrace the Classical
Terms, including
For

ST. JEROME'S COLLEGE,

BERLIN, ONT.

e | Complete Classieal, Philosophical and

Commercinl Courscs,
And Shorthand and Typewriting.
For further particulars apply to
REV. THEO. SPETZ, President.

MICHAEL'S COLLEGE, TORONTO,
Ont.—In afMliation with Teronto Uni-
Under the patronage of His Grace

Full classieal, scien-

Board and
half hoarders, §75;
For further particulars apply
. . R. TEEFY, President.

ST, BONAVENTURE'S COLLEGE,

ST, JOHN'S, Nfid

Under eare of the Irish Christian Brothers,

This College aflords, at moderate expense,
excellent  advantages to stadents The
healthiness of its situation, the equipment
of the Sehools and the general furnishing of
the e-tablishment leave nothing to be de-
cired for the comfort and improvement of
the punils

Three Courses — Preparatory, Commercial
and Matriculation (London University

Terms—Day pupils, $12, $15, et
num, according Lo class, Boarders,
Annum.

Prospectuses and further particulars on
applieation to J. L. SLATTERY.

ADDRESS A POSTAL CARD T0
ROBINSON & JOHASOY,

Ontario Business College,
TSR Belleville, Ont.———

And you will receive by return malil the 24th
Annual Circular of the College, (a book of
124 pages) just published, and a speceimen of
penmanship by the best penman in Canada,
ONTARIO BUSINESS COLLEGE
is the most widely-attended Business Cole
ege in America.

TCHRISTMAS AND NEW
YEAR'S PRESENTS.

Prayer-Books: A large and varied aasort-
ment of flexible and stiffened bindings, at
yrices to serve the Catholic public and their
riends.

Bibles: A choice selection of (atholie
Bibles. ranging, in sizes, from a sinall pocket
edition, to a large Family Bible.

Lives of the Salnts : None should be with-
out one of the most interesting of all devotional
books, **The Lives of the Saints.” which our
patrons and friends can purchase in abridged,
and complete editions, at reasonable prices.

Christmas Tales and Storles: Whata
sleasure it 18, of a cold winter’s night, for one to
ave a pleasing volume—one of moral charac-
ter, that may reach the mind and heart and
tender consolation to the toiler.

Toy Books: * Little children! What a
Jjoy ! to a little girl, or little boy !”

New Christmas Boolklets : Lists of these
beautiful little books furnished on application.

Christmas and New Year's Cards;

Charch Ornaments; In this Department is
an extensive display of Articles suitable for
Church and altar Decorations.

Vestments, Altar Flowers, Altar Lace,

ete

Wax Candles — To those who have not dealt
with us heretofore, we say : “Try us,” feeling
sure that the gquality of candles, and our
honest effort to always do what is right, will
commend us to your remembrance, when in
need of the best article for sale.

Rosaries ;: mounted on steel, brass, white metal
and silver.

“*The Rosary was introduced by St.
Dominie about the beginning of the
Thirteenth Century.

When we reflect on the sublime ex-
cellence of these prayers, which are
the first we learn, and sometimes the
Jast we understand, we perceive not
only the sanctity of the Rosary, which
is composed of such prayers, but also
the respect, humility, confilence and
devotion with which it should be said.”
Silver and Gold Medals, Medallions, Crosses,
Reliquary Cages, etc., etc.

The Catholic Family Annual for the year 1503,
price . 3 s ¢ 5 cts,
ThelCnthollc Home Almanac for the year 1893,

price. . . . . 25
Sadlier's Catholic Directory for the year 1895,
paper binding, $1 (ready in Janua
cloth, . . % 3 . $1.50,
Prices furished on application.
Mail orders will receive prompt attention.

D. & J. SADLIER & CO.

Catholic Publishers, Church Ornaments and

Rellgious Articles,

1669 Notre Dame St. l 123 Church St.
MONTREAL. TORONTO

04TAOLL: - HOM® - ALMANAO
FOR 1898.

The BIESsST YIIT.
v Should be ‘n Every Cathelie
Family.

PRIC¥ CENTS.
Address, THOS. COFFEY,
Catholic Record Office, London, Ont.
Regulates the Stomach,
Liver and Bowels, unlocks
theSecretions,Purifiesthe
Blood and removes all Im=~
purities from a Pimple to
ore.

25

PROFESSIONAL.

Defective vision,

taated viasser adinsted  Hours 12tnd

street west, Toronto.
Block, Whitby.

A. \. PosT, R AL A. W. HoLMES

418 Talbot street, London,
to loan,

_Franors Love, R.
= s J. €. BURKY, = «
VETERINARY SURGEON.,
rivduate of Ontarin Veterinary

Offiee and residonee, 598 el
door south of Lilley’s Cornere, Lionc

College
reet, 2n
on Enst

Calls promptly attended to.

R. WOODRUFF, No. 155 QUEEN’'S AVE
impaired hearing,
nasal catarrh and troublesome throats. Eyer

POST & HOLMES, ARCHITECTS.—Officer
Rooms 28 and 29 Manning House, King
Also in the Gerrie

Loy E & DIGNAN, BARRIRTERS, BTC.,
Private funds

H. DIGNAN,

DYSPEPSIA. BILIOUSNESS.
(CONSTIPATION. HEADACHE
I‘ SALT RHEUM, SCROFULA.

HEART BURN. SOUR STOMACH
DIZZINESS. DROPSY

RHEUMAT I SM. SKIN DISEASES

OMMERCIAL HOTEL, 54 and 56 Jarvis

gtrect, Toronto, This hoilel has been

1| efitted and furnished throughout Home
omforts  Terms $1.00 per day.

M. DONNELLY. Propriete’

2R &
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