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THE EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS.

The well-known English Catholie
publicist, Mr. W. S, Lilly, contributes to
the current number of the Dublin Re-
wiew, an article concerning the Congress
which has just come to a close in
London.

The event
prayed and wished for by ;
Cardinal Newman, has, the Reviewer
says, at last come to pass, and whilst

s0 long and so devoutly

there is no disguising the importance

which it bears on the present, the effect
it cannot fail to have upon the English
Catholie Church of the future is almost
inealeuluble, for good.

The idea of a Buecharistic Congress
first oceurred to, and was instituted by
Monsignor de Segur, at Lille, in 1881,
Sinee that time it has met in Avignon,
Liege, Freiburg, Toulouse, Paris, Ant-
werp, Jerusalem, Paray-le-Monial, Brus-
sels, Lourdes, Angers, Namur, Angou-
leme, Rome, Tournay and Metz,

Perhaps the most significant of them
all is the Congress which met this year
in London ; and more particularly is
this so when one reflects that less than
a century ago, it was treason Iu.r a
priest to say Mass in the same civie
precinets, and perpetual punishment was
the penalty prescribed for the ulft-n‘w'.

The possibility of Catholicity being

recognized in wgland, among the
masses, as a religion worthy of the
reverence in which it was held in pre-

Reformation days, M. Lilly aseribes to
the influence of the late i
Vanghan, to his piety, and to the genius
of the architect of the great fane at
Westminster,

These men did not work in vain for
their faith, and it was they who brought
about the long-awaited atonement and
recompense for the blood of
conntless martyrs, evident now in the
flonrishing state of the Catholie Church
in Encland, thus supplying the answer
to Cardinal Newman's pathetic ery:
“ Can we as religious men suppose that
the blood of our martyrs, three centuries
ago, and since, will never receive its re-
compense ?  Those priests, secular and
regular did they suffer for no end ? Or
for an end, which is not yet aceom-
plished? The long imprisonment, the
fw!'ul dungeon, the weary
tvraunous trial, the barbarous sentence,
the savage execution, the rack, the
gibhet, the knife, the cauldron, the
numherless tortures of those holy vie-
tims, are they roward ? Is
this Thy way, O my God, righteous and
thie 2" 4

Among the first fraits of the days of
sorrow and tribulation, the Eucharistie
Congress looms large. Among others,
declares, in effeet, a writer in the Lon-
don Globe —one of the most Tory of all
oreans, a stern upholder of Church-and-

spilled

SUspense,

to have no

State traditions, yet withal a 'ln'n:ul-
minded organ — is the happy sign of

religions tolerance now evident among
the vast majority of the English people,
' That an insignificantly small major-
ity of anti-Catholic bigols exists, and
expresses its open hostility, is p«-rh;.npq
gw‘v 1, inasmuch as the bulk of the nation
will realize, at a glanee, "how much free-
dom from religious intolerance has
added to the happiness of the whole
community, whilst the insignifieance of
the ohjectors will have the l‘l\"m'( of
promoting Parliamentary action in the
matter of erasing from the statute-books
laws that have now no meaning, and on»l.\'
serve to bring into notice self-advertis-
fng hodies which represent only a ridie-
ulous portion of the national religions

body. N, Y. Freeman's Journal.
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MIRACLES AT LOURDES.

From the Aberdeen, Scotland, Even-
ing Gazette of Sept. 12, we take the
folle interesting relation of some

t miracles at Lourdes. It is from
the pen of Mrs, Vietor Mitehell, until
recontly a resident of London, Ontario,

Her hushand, Mr. Vietor Mitehell, was
wssistant eity engineerin this city. Both
took up their residence in Aberdeen,
Mr. Mitchell's native place, about a
CAP 220
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hefore the doctors at Lourdes issue
their official pronouncement of the
matter. Hysterical phenomena are care-
fully counted out, and the doctors in
charge of the Bureau invite the iuvesti-
gation of medical men in every part of
the world, There were other cures
during the few days I spent at Lourdes,
and although these did not come direct-
under my observation, 1 heard of
them from others whose word could not
be doubted. These included a girl who
had been blind from infancy, whose sight
was restored after she had bathed in the
healing waters, The following incident
which was related to me will illustrate
the fact that the spirit of piety which
animated the pilgrims who made long
journeyings on foot in mediweval times
still survives: —In the early half of the
year, a young girl residing in the north
of France, suffering from an apparently
incurable infirmity, made a vow to Our
Lady of Lourdes that if she were cured
she would make a pilgrimage on foot to
her shrine in the distant P’y renees. The
girl's father thought she was insane, but
ina few days she announced that her
malady was gone and setting out on her
Jjourney walked several hundred miles to
and from the shrine in heartfelt thanks-
giving,
e

EARLY MARRIAGES.

SHOULD B ENCOURAGED IN MANY

INSTANCES,
Early marr
the Catholie

zes should, as a rule, says
anseript, be recommends

ed and promoted by those who have
anthority and influence over young
people,  The mature and deliberate

opinion of great minds in the world's
history has been in favor of early mar-
| riages.  Profoundly convinced that early
marriage is the great safeguard of youth,
and the preserver of purity, they have
strongly advocated the early marriage
of young men.

The morality of the Christian, the
wisdom of the philospher, and the know-
ledge of the man of the world, favor
| early marriages,
| Marriage is the only natural, proper
and safe state for the majority of persons
living in the world. It is a sure pro-
moter of domestie happiness—* the only
| bliss of paradise that has survived the

fall.”
i The law of Sparta required a man to
s if he did
| not he was liable to prosecution. The
lx:lluln):\' eflect of this was seen in the

uperior morality of the Spartans over
the other people of Greece,

The morality of the people of Ireland
is one of the brightest gems in the erown
of the “loved Ireland of sorrow;" the
practice of early marriage contribu:es
in great measure to this morality.

The pernicious practice of marrying
late in life, which prevails generally in
France, is one of the chief causes of the
licentiousness of that gay and gallant
nation.  Unfortunately a  tendeney
towards late ms: : has been gradu-
ally growingamong the Lmerican people,
especially in our large cities.

marry when he became of age

This is one of the most dangerous and
threatening signs of the times, It rises
from a love of luxury and display which
have overspread the land, and destroyed
that simplicity of life and manners
which was once the glory and strength
of our nation.

Parents are unwilling that their
daughters should marry young men who
are not well-to-do, forgetting that they
themselves  were poor when they mar-
ried, and that their wealth has been
amassed by long years of constant toil,

Themistocles when asked if whether
he would prefer to marry his daughter to
a poorman of merit, or to a worthless man
of estate, replic “1 would prefer a
man without an estate to an estate
I'ont a man.”

I'he trend, in our country, is towards
wealth and titles.  Those who have
| but little of this world's goods seek to be
Paflilinted with wealth, and those who
| wealth covet titles which are for-
teign to the simple tastes of a republie.
‘ Neither worth., The
|
|

| with-

have

appreciate  real
{ consequences of marriages arranged by
ambitious parents, on this false basis,
have lamentable, Div
to-day are proof

heen most

|
m g

h society

dant.

| Daughters are unwilling to abandon a
{ life of case and luxury to share the f r-
I tunes of young men who though poor
in a material way arve rich in real worth
and have that which will command

__THE CATHOLIC RECCORD

Many of the young men in America
to-day are not satisfied to live comfort-
ably : they must live luxuriously, They
live as extravagantly as the idle sons of
rich men. Necessarily they must liv
up to, if not beyond, their means. They
can afford to marry if they wlll give up
expenses which are always useless and
often dangerous,

Our American youth owe a duty to
their Church and their country which
they neglect with eriminal indifference.
Anearly marriage is the best beginniug
for the majority. It gives at once an
object and aim to life. Marriage is a
holy state, established by God, as the
ordinary means for the happiness and
salvation of the greatest number of the
faithful. "As a rule it is the safest state
for persons living an ordinary life, and
for many it is the only one that is safe,

A MINISTER'S EXPERIENCE.

RESULTS OF

HIS FORTS TO CONVERT A

CATHOLIC,

The following taken from the
Atchison Globe of a recent date gives
the experience of the Rev. Mr, Twine,
a Methodist minister :

“ For a good many years, as a pious
Methodist, I have found fault with the
people for not aceepting my doectrine, |
have often quoted St. Paul, who ranks
heresy with murder and idolatry, and
who declares that the authors of sects
shall not possess the kingdom of heaven.
I have believed, of course, that Metho-
dism is the truest doctrine, When
v Cheist said, ' 1 pray for them also who
through their word shall believe me ;
that they all my be one,’ I believed that
he prayed that his followers might be
united in the Methodist faith, Our Sa-
vior said ‘Upon this rock I have built My
chureh,’ He said nothing about the Bap-
tist, Presbyterian or Lutheran chureh,
but of His church; the Methodist church,
we Methodists have always thought. It is
clear that intended that His
church should have one common doctrine
which all Christians are bound to be-
lieve, and T have always urged not only
sinners to join the Methodist ehureh,
but Presbyterians, Baptists, Lutherans,
well, to the end that we may
agree with Cor., xiv-33; ‘God is not
the God of dissention, but of peace.’ 1
have always regretted that there are
five different kinds of Methodists, five

Jesus

ote., as

kinds of Preshyterians, ete., and I have
always been in favor of chureh union, I
admit that I believe that a general move
with this end in view would result in all
Christians becoming Methodists, as our
doctrine has been considered so sound
that to investigate it must bring convic-
tion. 1 have become so full of church
union that the other day I approached
a Catholie neighbor, and suggested that
we all go together in the near future,
and agree on one doetrine, and
sweep the world with it. I have never
thought much of Catholies, but 1 was
feeling so friendly that day that I was
willing to take in everything. Well, the

wanted to talk the matter over, and, as
I have always been rather good at argu-
ing, I thought I would begin the work of
a universal Church by showing him that
he could not get away from the Metho-
dist doctrine, We talked for an hour,
and instead of eonverting him, he about
made me believe that I am a heretic of
the worst kind. In the first place, he
said that his Church was founded only
thirty-three years after Christ died,
while mine was founded over seventeen
hundred y later. His Chureh, he

as founded by Saint Peter, who
received his authority from Christ Him-
self. e claimed that Peter, the prince
of apostles, and the viear of Christ, was
the first Bishop of Rome, and that there
is not a link lacking in the chain which
binds the humblest priest in the land to
the prinee of apostles. Jesus said to His
apostles: * As the Father hath sent Me,
I also send you.' The man explained
that Peter was the first head of his
Churceh, and he rather stumped me, ‘1
agree with you,' said my neighbor, * that
there should be a universal Church.
That is the meaning of the word Catlo-
lic —universal. For sixteen hundred
years the Catholic Chureh was accepted
as the Church of Christ; the Church
founded by Peter, of whom our Pope is
the legitimate snceessor. Our faith has
always been the same; we receive our
doctrine from the apostles, who received
it from Christ Himself. When you ac-
i cept the Bible as the Word of God, you
receive it on the authority of the Catho-
lic Church, which was the sole guardian

%

different kinds of Baptists, two different |

fellow sat down on a dry goods box and |

| that
| West Indies is perhaps generally known:

CELIBACY OF THE PRIESTHOOD,

Both the Protestant who asks, “Why
don't priests marry ?" and the Catholic
who has never given the idea a moment's
serious thought will profit by some
recent observations by the Abbe Felix
Klein,

“Experience,” he says, “proves that
whatever celibacy exists, and where it
is generally practiced, it also increases
the influence and prestige of the priest.
And it is most significant that in Christ-
ian societies, like the so-called Ortho-
dox Church in Russia, for example,
which admit both a married and un-
married clergy, the latter far surpass
the former in the confidence and esteem
of the people,

“Finally, reason is in harmouy with
experience. From the material point
of view it is plain that the unmarried
pricst is much less dependent on eco-
nomie necessities, holds himselfin greater
readiness for duties or emergencies,
is, in a word, more adjustable than the
clergyman charged with a family, con-
cerned for the health of his wife, the
career of his sons, the marriage of his
daughters. ‘Happy will those be,’
wrote l'crruyw at twenty vears of age,
‘who are not hurdened with the things
of the world, when need of activity and
freedom arises,’

“There is pride and happiness for
the priest of the parish in seeing the
children whom he has baptized grow up
around him, to whom he has taught the
catechi-m, whom he has prepared for
Communion, whom he has sustained in [
perseverance, consoled in bereavement,
blessed on their marriage day ; and uf:
these a number, great in proportion to
his merits, will preserve for him a filial ‘

|
|

attachment. And as for the priest in
the professor's chair, there is no love in
the world which he would prefer to that
of his pupils, when they are at once his
friends, his disciples, his sons.”

He has this to say of the seminar-
ian :

“The cause which has drawn a young
man to the priesthood,and which becomes
more and more dear to him as he grows
in grace, is above all the most sublime,
the most alluring. If many of our
contemporaries, some of whom regard
the life of the Catholie priest with pity,
some with horror, could enter one of our
large seminaries and could hear there
the many expressions of sincers love for
the people, for science, for Progress,
these eavaliers might not embrace the
religious convictions of this pure young
manhood, but they eould not resist
loving it.”

In conclusion he says :

“God and Christ, the great causes
which work for the happiness of man- |
kind, their friends, there spiritual sons,
their earthly family. If it be true that
the heart of the priest may quench its
thirst at all these sources of love, I have
no fear that it will dry and wither in
the lonely selfishness to which Michelet
and many ‘others sce it
It is not, indeed to the consecrated
priest that is applicable the mighty
words of St. John, ‘He that loveth not
abideth in death.” ”

Manning's Mother a Catholic.

It will be news to many to learn that
Cardinal Manning’s mother was a Cath-
olic. The London Tablet publishes
some recently discovered letters written
by the Cardinal's father, Mr. W. Mann-
ing, M. P., and concludes :

“We seem in these letters to get a
little nearer to the father of the Car-
dinal.  Who will make us better ac-
quainted with the history of his mother,
of which he himself knew little ? That
she was the member of an Irish family
had held land and the

slaves in

but the seeret of her profession of the

of policy while she was alive, has come
very fully to light
diary kept in Worthing by a gentleman
who married her sister,
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