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ACTS OF FAITH, HOPE AND
CHARITY.

These three acts are the expressions
of the three fundamental virtues of all
true worship. Hence they are so com:
mon among Catholics, both in early
education and in religious practices.
They are carefully taught in catechism,
found in all ordinary prayer books, and
desired to fall daily from the lips and
bearts of Catholicse. The recital of acts
of faith, bope and charity remind us of
the virtues they express, and when said
from the heart, they are very pleasing
to God. It is His poor little child
prattling away about his faith, hope and
love for his Heavenly Father. Hesays
he believes in Him, and gives the reason
why. He says his God can never de
ceive nor be deceived. He says he
hopes in Him, and the reason is that
God is infinite in every perfection and
caonot be unfaithful to His promises.
I know He will help me to be faithful to
Him, and that He will give me heaven
because Ile promised it. He says again
that he loves his God, because He is
infinitely worthy of all love. All love,
worthy of the name, is from God, and
will, of its nature, lead back to God.
Hence we can love our ncighbor because
Jove comes from God and leads to God.

But what a sublime elevaticn for poor
lowly man to be able to say from his in
most scul : ! believe, T hope, I love, It
brightens his mind, it dispels his sor-
yows, it feeds his craving heart.

It is the spiritual life that is the glory
of man, the worship of his Creator, and
it is by the practice of the:e three vir-
tues, faith, hope and charity, that he
worships his Oreator. Without faith,
hope and charity no true worship, no
beaven possible. If we kneel for our
morning prayers it is because we be
lieve in God, if we go to church, or
give alms, or resign ourselves to God’s
will, it is so many acts of faith, hope
and charity. i

It is & most excellent practice to say
the acts of faith, hope and charity
daily, and it has been said that it wonld
be & mortal sin to be a day without say
ing them ; but this can only mean to be
a day without giving any expression to
them by word or deed. This would sup
pose a most shameful and guilty neglect
in & Christian. Few, who pretend to
be God's servants, would spend a day
without saying some short prayer, or
raising their mird to God in some way,
and thus giving a sign of their faith,
But we repeat, it is a most excellent
practice to recite daily and piously the
aots of faith, hope and charity. It will
help us to be well-grounded on these
fundamental virtues, and with these

three eyes our soul will see the neces-
sity of avoiding sin and serving God.
‘We shall clearly see that He is the only
source of relief in all our troubles, and
from Him alone we shall seek relief.
Like a child in trouble running to his
father, we shall pray and entreat Him
to assist us, and in our earnestness we
shall beg of His friends to intercede for
as. And we ask, what is the main-
spring of this impetus towards God ?

We answer: faith, hope and charity.

We run to Him because we believe in

Him, because we hope in Him, and be

cante we love Him. We know there can

be no father like Him, none so powerful,

none so good ,none so loving. He has over-
When a
child is in danger, he runs to no one

shadowed Himself in nature.

but his father, and clings to him and
thinks himself safe there.

obtain her intercession? This is pre-
cisely what a child of God should do.

Our Maker has placed these dispositions
in the parent and child, and when He

makes us His children in holy baptism,
He places in our soul the same disposi-
tions towards Himselfl. We call them
faith, hope and charity.

Since the fall
to love earthly things; but God really
seems to show more than a mother’s
care to raise our minds to things above
and to befit us to reign with Him ; He
does all but force our free will. Under
His Fatherly providence we are like
boys going through a college diseipline
preparing for a higher calling. God
has imposed upon parents the honorable
vask of working with Him to prepare
their children tor Christian society and
for heaven, Let them teach them early
to lisp the holy names of Jesus and
Mary, and to recite with intelligence
the acts of faith, hope and charity
Thus parents and offsprirg will enjoy
the loving smiles of God, our common
Father. Satan will make his inroads
but the weapons are ready, faith, hope
and charity ; I believe, I hope, I love.—
E. V., in The Voice.
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BLASPHEMY.

MALICE OF THE IN STRIKINGLY SE1T
ORTH,

You are aware, my dear friends, how
feariully prevalent is the vice of blas
phemy—a vice which directly
the Majesty of God on His throne ol
glory. You know, too, how little rever
ence there is among the vast majority
f men for God's Holy
Adorable Name of
Redeemer ; & name 50 holy
that according to St. PPaul, ““In the
name of knee should bow

asgsails

Name, or for the
Jesus our blessec

sacred, sq

Jesus, every

in heaven, cn earth and under the
earth.” Blasphemers seem not to know
ywr not to cars, that the great God, Whe
holds them in His hands, has given, mic
thunder and lightning, a solemn com

mand, * Thon shalt not take the Name
f the Lord thy God in
will hold no man
takes His Name in vain.”
the terrible judgment
visited the bla:phewmers

vain, for God
gnilt whe

I'hey torget

without

mentioned ir

was stoned to death for his blasphen
the fate of the
cherib, whose whole army
by the Almighty ; the terrible punish
ment of Antiochus ard
But it is at the day of judgment wher
“ Wyery idle word that man sl all speal

blasphemous Ser

vas blastec

Holofernes

he shall render an account of it,"" that
the vengeance of God will especially be

manifested against blasphemers,

Blasphemy is a horrible erime coming

from the lips of any man, but iti

especially so from the lips of those who | be
profess bellef in the God Whom they

And if he
wants a favor, does he not prayand beg
for it? And if his father lends a deaf
ear, does he not run to his mother to

of Adam we are prone

with which God

blaspheme. The agnostic denies God's
existence, and the existence of thesoul.
His blasphemy, he says, is meaningless.
But Christians, who profess belief in
the Creator and in our Redeewer, are
found to join in with the infidel in
blaspheming the God Whom all should
adore. KEspecially is this sin horrible
in the mou hs of Catholics. Your Jesus
is not the Jesus of Protestants. That
is, they do not know Him as you know
Him. With them, He s rot the loving,
tender, merciful God, Who washes from
sin the souls of His people in baptisw
and in confession ; Who feeds them with
His own adorable Body in Holy Com
munion, in order to strengthen them
against the snares of the demon and to
enable them to grow up to perfect man-
hood, Yet Catholics believe all this,
and notwithstanding their faith and
their knowledge, we find some of them
who join with the bitterest enemies of
Jesus in pouring out blasphemies against
Him,

It was to prevent blasphemy and to
atone for the outrages offered God by
blasphemers, that the Holy Name Soci-
ety was established, Organised in the
ages of faith, the Holy Name Society
comes down to us through the centur-
ies, enriched by the Church with special
indulgences ; one of which is a jubilee
in each year, on the feast of the Cir
cumcision. Repeatedly have we heard
priests say, *‘ The Holy Name Society
is the grandest society for men.” Its
rules are few and simple; its obliga
tions are only such as every good Cath-
olie should observe ; its indulgences are
rich ; its spiritnal benefits are great ;
one i4 a share in all the Masses, divifie
cffices and other good works of the
Dominican Order ; another share in all
the Masses and prayers said by the
whole society.

The society seeks, moreover, to falfil
the first petition in the Lord's prayer,
“ Hallowed be Thy Name,"” by promot
ing, by word and example the honor and
reverence due to the Holy Name of God
and Jesus Christ our Saviour. Are you
a blasphemer? Join the Holy Name
Society if established in your parish, in
order to overcome your sinful habit,
Are you free from that horrible vice ?
Join the society in order to repair the
insults offersd by blasphemers, and to
give to others the strength of good ex-
ample. When you hear God's holy
Name blasphemed or taken irreverent-
ly, say with your lips or in your heart,
' Blessed be God,"” or *‘ Blessed be the
Adorable Name of Jesus,' if it is the
sacred Name of Jesus that is blas
phemed, in order to repair the insult
offered Him. Go often to the sacra-
ments to get strength to overcome all
temptations to evil. Ii the society
does not exist in your parish try your
best to live up to the above little ob
servances, Be assured that our Lord is
generous and rewards a hurdredfold,
even in this world, every good work,
and especially every act in honor of His
holy Name. Listen to His own words,
“ Whatsoever you ask the Father in
My Name He will give youn."”

" Where two or more are gathered in
My Name, there I am in the midst.”
He who confessed My Name before men,
him will I confess before My Father
Who is in heaven.” ‘' There is no
other name under heaven, given to men
whereby we must be saved."
fis Eminence Cardinal Gibbons, nine
Archbishops and sixty Bishops have ex-
pressed their willingness to bave the
Holy Name Society established in their
dioceses. This does not include the
provinces of Oregon and San Francisco,
which received Holy Name and Rosary
diplomas through the Dominicans of
California.—The Voice.

——————— g ——

JESUS — OUR BROTHER AND
FRIEND.

In the works of the Godhead, the
Three Divine Persons acted as one and
had equal share, and the same we must
say of all Their works, for They are
ever oue and inseparable : and yet for
sake of better nnderstanding God in His
three fold personage of Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, we seem for the moment to
separate Them, and attribute creation
to the Father, redemption to the Son
and sanctification to the Holy Ghost,
and we bring ' his thought home to us
still more when we think of our Lord
aving taken our humanity and hail Him
as the ** New Adam,”’ ‘' Jesus Redeemer
of the world,”’ Brother and Friend toall
mankind, So let it be, and from our
heart of hearts let us hail our Lord and
Saviour, our most loving and most loved
Brother, our dearest and best-—our
bosom Friend.

How close are the ties of family and
what strength and courage they bring
to the individual members! A brother
is a brother the world over. Distance
may come between, time may cool affec
tion, may lengthen the
chaln, and yet if there be the least
drop of human nature left it will per
force keep the link of brotherhood un-
broken ; and the heart will long for re
union and hope of meeting i
brotherly affection as long as life lasts
to make Next to brother
hood comes true friendship, and so, as
the true brother is the best {riend, the
yest friend after our brother, or in lien
of one, is the friend that acts asa
brother to us. Both is what our Lord
wishes to be to every mortal man.
war Creator we are the greatest o
f His love ; next to that love He bears
Himself as God. We are dou!ly so by

differences

it possible.

Redemption ; we are trebly so by
Sanctification, for it is then that the
love of the three Divine Persons cul
minates in an unending love, since they
would prepare us by grace for endless
union with them in the happiness of
heaven. It is by this spirit, this life ot

grace, that our Lord and our God would
be our Brother and the Friend of our
hearts during this earthly pilgrimage.
It needs only our co operation to make
this union possible and effective.

Our Lord knocks at our hearts for
entrance and says, ‘‘ Son, give Me thy
i | heart.” The Father and I wish to
: | make Our abode with thee. We have
croated thee. We have redeemed thee.
We would make this salvation perpatuai
by our abiding with thee through grace,
or by our indwelling through the Holy
s | Spirit, and so your triune God would
enthroned in the three powers of
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homage in your faith, your bope, and by
your charity. And thus our Lord, Man
and God at once would be our Brother
and Friend as He desires—our Brother
to love us, our Friend to assist us, Our
Brother to console ans, to cheer and
chide us ; our Friend to aid us, and to
work with us in the great struggles of
life. What a strength we would feel
frem such a union, and what grect
things we would do acd dare once con

vinced that such a union is curs! And
faith teaches us that it is so, as long as
we are in the grace of God. It is grace
that gives courage and strength, and
we can say with Job that we know our
ledeemer liveth, and with St. Paul,
there is laid up for me a crown in
eternity. It is our Lord Himself that
tells us to be brave and resolute and
say ¢ If God is for me who is against
me ?'’ and St. Paul declared that stripes
and imprisonment, no manner of earthly
evils, shonld ever separate him from the
charity of God.

So let it be with us. United in our
hearts to our Brother and Friend, our
Lord and Saviour ever dwelling there
as long as we are loving and trae to
Him by the keeping of His Commanc=
ments. Letus go through life confiding
in His goodness, at peace and at rest
with all the world, because possessing
Him, the God of Peace and of Love,
and serve Him faithfully to that day
when He will take us to Himself and
wake our earthly anticipations—-eternal
realizations—in the possession of the
Beatific Vision of **Jesus the All
Beautiful ”’ forever and ever in heaven
with the splendor of the Father and the
Holy Ghost.—Bishop Colton in the
Buffalo Union and Times.

—_——e-———————————

POOR ITALIAN BAKER BUILDS
VOTIVE CHAPEL.

From the New York Sun,
Frank Lisanti, a poor Italian baker,
was in great peril of death from pneu-
monia sixteen years ago. There had
besen placed at the head of his bed an
image of the Madonna.
the Virgin and pledged that shonld his
life be spared he would erect a chapel
and dedicate it to the Immacuiate Con
oeption.
The life of Lisanti was spared. He
worked hard and bought a bakery of
his own.
some money, and this morning there
will be dedicated a little chapel, over
the door of which is the following in-
seription :
“ Frank Lisanti and family, as an of-
fering to the Virgin of the Immaculate
Conception.”’
The chapel has been erectel and
paid for by Lisanti. It stands next
door to his little home at 3 Maple
avenue, Williamsbridge. The dedica-
tion this morning will be informal and
more in the nature of a first opening.
The formal dedication will not take
place until the return to this country
of Archbishop Farley, who is at pres
ent in Europe.
Father Casanetti, pastor of the
Church of the Tmmacunlate Conception,
the Jargest church in Williamsbridge,
will celebrate Mass in the little church
this morning, and there will be present
only the members of the Lisanti family
and a few relatives.
When he recovered from his iliness
sixteen years ago Lisanti had no money
and was in debt. lle had a wife and
several children to support, and he
started out with two objects in view,
the making of a living for himself and
family and the building of the chapel.
For some years it looked asif his pledge
would never be realized, but Lisanti
worked hard and in time began to pros-
p r. He eventnally started a bakery
of his own in Williamsbridge al-
though it was a small affair at t, he
gradually added to it and now has a
god business.
A year ago he started to build the
church. The finishing touch was ap
plied on Saturday. It is a very small
edifice, but it represents an outlay of
over £3 000 on the part of Lisanti, not
to mention the labor and planning he
did himself. The baker was architect,
builder and almost everything else in
the building of the little house of wor-
ship., ile was assisted in the work by
his scn and a cousin, Leone Friere.
His son-in-iaw, Louis Buonagurio, a
decorator, did the frescoing for the in-
terior.

The chapel is 25 by 10 feet on the
exterior and 22 by 13 feet inside. The
height in front from the ground to the
tip of a golden cross is 20 feet. There
is room e' ough for the seating of thirty
persons. The frent of the structure is
of Tuekahoe granite and the floor is of
Italian marble. A small organ loft in
the front of the interior has been erect-
ed, and this will be reached by a nar-
row flight of steps. The main body of
the strneture is of pressed brick.

Fatuer Casanetti has agreed to cele-
I rate Mass in the chapel at least once
every month. The chapel will be sub-
ordinate to the Church of the Immacu-
late Conception, in Williamsbridge, of
which Father Casanetti is rector.

your soul and you would pay Him your

When Lisanti started to build the

He prayed to |

By frugal living he has saved |
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church a year ago he called on Arch-
bishop Farley and told the latter what
he intended to do. The Archbishop
took a great interest in the project and
promised Lisanti that when the edifice
was completed he would personally
dedicate it.

Lisanti's wife died several years
ago, and the baker was much grieved
because she did not live to see his
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HlStory Reformation in

England and Ireland
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fogs  You have known my hoart and life for
seven years and | have known yours. Itisa
pleasure for me to recall that during those
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(In a series of letters)
By William Cobbett
e, 75c., post-paid

Catholic Record, coaon

derive consolation and courage from the
knowledge that I am leaving a united Chris-
tian, faithful and devoted people. Thanks be
to God, our work here hus been a succese 1n
the highest sense. I ask you 'o continue that
work, for the glory of (‘rm{ Whoever my suc-
€ess0r may be, meey him with the eame devo-
tion you have shown me. That devotion and
fidelity I shall never forget until the day 1 die,

1 also wish at this time to (xpress my appre-

This beautiful shirt walst suit of ekirt and waist from
excellent lustre, any shade and size desired, reduce
LI al 76, 8kirt alor. . Mado exa
pictured Buy direct from the
returned if not entirely satisfactor, t
linen or duek, any shade, $3.50. * Waist alone, #1.

% Wo have this st ;’(W\l\bAf?I(‘hln‘ ail
'affeta, any shade, $3.25. Aad 156c, postagy
postage u!x skirt, Soathcott Jull. Co
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