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laiij made many efforts jtu jjput this clearly before the 

1 British-v'oters, but we Veil ure to say his explanation
1 , explained an apparent ontradiction to but very

few. Be it understood, jho rever, we do-jiot say that 
it would not have been bi Iter for the British work­
ingman to accept the te$rk \ of the whole offer, even 
though he should have ^o ay a fraction more for his 
bread. And then, even if be said workingman were 
prepared to pay this extfa :ost, it was not made .very 

I clear to him wherein, apaif from a quicker develop­
ment of a section of the* Efcipire on which he is gen- * 

• erally told j# cast envioiisleyes, he was to gain any 
benefit. I

NOTES ON THE LUMBER MARKETS.
- 4i-

The only particular feature worth tioting since our last 
report is a flurry in laths, which, while nominally advanced 
about 50c. on former prices, practically fetch any price ask­
ed. With regard td the prices of other lines, they 
appreciably changed* but they exhibit considerable strength 
and indeed the outside quotations in our Prices Current 
be said to represent more truly the general range of the 
market at the present time, 
they can make any money with lumber at its present prices; 
while at the same tikne the lumber men are ir^m equal pre­
dicament as to how to make those prices any less, with all the 
expenses of production so extremely high. Of course, it is 
purely a question of demand, and this does not show any 
Strong sign of slackening in the near future.

An important gathering in the history of the British 
Columbia lumber trade occurred on thé 10th inst, when the 
Mountain Lumbermen’s Association held its fifth annual 
convention at Nelson. 1)he lumbering companies represent­
ed, and the names of the delegates in attendance 
follows: Columbia River Lumber Co., F. W. Jones, Golden; 
Yale-Columbia Lumber Co., Joseph Genellc, Nelson; the 
Fernie Lumber Co., L. M. Proctor, Ferme; the Standard 
Lumber Co., C. D. McNab, Cranbrook; the Bowman Lum­
ber Co., A. F. Dudgeon, Revelstoke; the King Lumber Co., 
M. B. King and Dr. J. H. King, MiL.A., Cranbrook; the 
Big Bend Lumber Co., T. A. Ludgate, Arrowhead; the 
Revelstoke Lumber Co., C. F. Lindmark, Revelstoke; the 
^ ale-O dumbia Lumber Co., J. G. Billings, Nakusp; the 
East Kootenay Lumber Co., A. Leitch, Cranbrook; the 
hernie Lumber Co., A. McDougall, Fernie; the Porto Rico 
Lumber Co., G. W. Orchard, Ymir; the Koch Lumber Co„ 
W. C. E. Koch, Nelson; the Crow’s Nest Lumber Co., H. 
L. Lindsay, Wardner; the Kootenay Shingle Co., C. B. Ar- 
chibald, Nelson; the fclk Lumber Co., F. C. Dubois, A. L. 
Boynton, Fernie; the North Star Lumber Co., A. F. Krap- 
pel, Elko, J». G. Scott, and H. Dcpencier, delegates from 
Vancouver; Geo. P. Wells,
Nelson.
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the colonies preferred (flfch is perfectly true) to 
trade with the Mother 8
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knock a few brisks off Mifir tariff wall to render it 
more easily scalable foi ^British-made wares, thus 
giving workingmen of fh| United Kingdom more 
employment.- But it alwçtjs remained 
tion how many bricks 
never

but
showere as

a moot ques- 
wcfeiH be taken off ; afid it was 

conclusively show* fhat, even with them re­
moved, British Rianufactifi 
in such quantities and v 1 
sacrifice of food-cheapnesfe 
average -Englishman arg 1 
onies wanted to develop 
warmly as he wanted to

(Is Could enter the colonies 
tes as would render any 
worth while making. The 
d that probably the col- 
eit own industries just as 
evelop his own, and that 

the two things do not go ;ll together without a deal 
of planing and" db^e-tai] ) g, which nobody seemed ' 
exactly competent touïï^ tak*. And he pointed to 
what seemed to him and rood many others the fact 
that, though the colonia governments seem fully 
inclined to make tariffs lich give a preference to 
British-made goods, therd 
kept British-made goods 
duties which were just su 
all practical purposes jus 

• terests as if they were twi 
On the whole, it is pn 

of Imperial good policy, t 
» strenuous efforts than she 

policy of Great Britain wli :h has now been shelved.
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ably well, in "the interests 
it Canada made no more

permanent secretary-treasurer,

The following officers were elected at the meeting for 
the ensuing year: F. W. Jones, of Golden, president; J. A. 
Dewar, Nelson, vice-president, and G. P. Wells. Nelson, per­
manent secretary-treasurer.

The chief business of the meeting was a discussion of 
prices and the outlook of the market, also railroad rates. 
Prices changes are understood to have been of minor im­
portance. though stocks at the mills and in the Territories 
are small and advances are not improbable in the future, 
perhaps at the association's quarterly meeting next March.

Reports from the Old Country markets would
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—According to a rtffcnt Canadian Associated 
1 ress despatch, the Bri: ih Government has de­
cided to place commercial agents in the Colonies. 
This may be taken as an int cation that past criticism 

. in this regard has at length .een taken to heart. The' 
feeling on the subject is Imirably summed up by 
the following sentence frori a recent editorial in the 
London “Standard.” “In ( 1 mtnercial relations, as in 
all other matters,” it says, the.Mothêr Country has 
to realize that what are t : -rued colonies < 
nations, and if we wish to r£ aih their trade it is folly . 
to treat them dr haut at has. t is not less important to 
us that our goods supply needs of the colonies 
rather than those of thé 
than it is to have 

• |dustiies in. their, home

! appear
to represent the prospects for good prices and a good de­
mand for lumber as fairly bright, though the building trade 
in England ,is hardly in a satisfactory condition, 
rule low. and in favor of importers.

Farnworth .& Jardine, of Liverpool, in their circular for 
January, referring to Canadian woods, say:

*

j
I i Freights

The import of Quebec pine timber during the 
past year was very moderate, not much larger than 
that of 1904—the smallest import of which we have 
any record; the deliveries kept pace, and stocks ar.c 
fairly light. Square Pine.—The import, though 
small, is sufficient for present "requirements, but the 
stock has been gradually worked down, and is now 

'I.ght; values are firm. XRed Pine.—There is only a 
very limited demand for a few special requirements. 
For oak logs there has been a little more enquiry,.the 
deliveries satisfactory, and : stocks 
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The Merchants Bank of Cf iada will ipen a branch at 
Vancouvei on the 1st of Febrd ry. Alix, Alberta, hitherto

; :t fub-agetlcy, h|s been made ai iranch. j .
V " A d”patch from i erbrooke to the Montreal

efte states that représentatif s of the Bank of Montreal 
were ln Sherbrooke the other ly, in connection with the 
establishment of a branch of thl institution in the cijy It

bank have f cured offiSes in the Metros
^ P',,r Building, on King Street. 1

Fb '

. are only some
cubic feet. The import of pine deals, includ­

ing red pine, boards, etc., shows a considerable re­
duction as compared with the previous year, the 
shortage being chiefly in boards,
throughout the season was very slow and dull, sales 
difficult, especially for- the lower grades, but first 
and second quality fairly held their own, and values 
are firm.

etc.; the demand

In sidings, boards, etc., there has been
Ÿ
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