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|, THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MA GAZINE

is published every Tl}\lrsdas'. ) )
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,

handsomely ilustrated with _original engravings, and fur-

t most practical, reliable- and prefitable informa- .

nishes the mos 2
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-

makers, of any publication in Canada.
RMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Tre-
z TI;:and. scotland, Newfqundland and New Zealand, £1.50 per
year, in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance.
United States, $2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s., in
advance. _
3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. (Contract rates furnished on application.
THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until

+ an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. Al pay-
ments of arrearages must be made as required by law,

5 THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to bhe discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by

Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered
Letter, which will be at our risk.  When made otherwise
we will not be responsible.

- THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your

subscription is paid.

CONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.  In

" Ai\ﬁ(‘:\\ r'.ltsctthe “Full Name and Post-oftfice Address Must

be Given.”

o  WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL 1S REQUIRED to Urgent

’ Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be en losed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
) side of the paper only.

11, CHAXNGE OF .»\DDRESS.—TSul)scrihors when ordering
change of address should give the old as well as the new
P. O. address.

WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on am Au_urianl;nr.;l
topic. We are alwayvs pleased to receive _pmruml articles.
For such as we consider \';\‘h;;\_h].o we §\|ll puy ten cents
per inch printed matter. Criticisms ot Articles, Sugges-
tions How to Improve “The }‘_urmm: s _A\(l\'m“.\u- and H‘nnu-
Magazine,” Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vege-
tables not generally known, l’ur_nm}lursv of Lxperiments
Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation, are each and
all welcome. Contributions sent us mtist not he furnished
otaer papers until after they have appeared inour o lumna.
Rejected matter will be returned on receipt of postage. :

ISSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSID-

13 A%II){%%)\;E CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded.

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any nutter con-
' nected wita thiz paper should be addressed as below, and

not to any individua! ~onnected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),
London, Canada
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little.  They will do it on the biggest scale possible
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assurance.
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Departmental Farming.

BY ALLAN MCDLARMID.

Profitable ideas come from all directions and once
in a while the business man of the farm may get a *‘point-
er” from the business man of the town that will be usciul
Advice that costs

to him if he puts it into practice.
but

nothing is generally worth the price and no more,
there are exceptions  to this rule as well as to most
others, and it's a good plan to keep an ceye open for the
said exception.  Whether the idea expressed by a city
business man in my hearing, the other day, is one of
these, time alone will tell. This is what he said: “Why
isn't farming carried on in this country the way so many
of our commercial enterprises are in the cities? We have
Department  stores, what’s to prevent our having
Department farms? I big business is a success in one
place, why nat.in another?'™

Just to get to the bottom of this suggestion we might
go into it a little further and see if there is really any-
thing practical in it.  In the first place the farm would
have to be one of several thousand acres and with good
financial backing for the first few years, or until it had
had time to become self-supporting.  The aim would
e to produce on such a large scale that the work would
be done more cheaply than is now the case onour smaller
farms with thair high cost for lahor and power in pro-
portion to fnished product.  As in a department store,
the different branches of the business would have to be
under separate management, the manager to he an
expert in his own particular Hine. He would be re-
~pon=ible to the general manager, or proprictor.  The
fength of the working-day would be fixed as in the city
and wages would be paid weekly, in this way making
labor conditionsasfavorable in the country asinthe town,
it not more so.  Almost all <upplies in the wav of food
to be used on the farm, could be grown there, doing away
with the present expensive svstem of shipping produce
back and forth with no benefit to anyvone e particular
but the raitwavs,  Where huving was necessary, as in
the case  of Luilding materials, machinery, gasoline,
ete., it could be done by wholesale with the usnal re-
duction 1 cost,

The ditferent departments would include @ black
smith's shop, a harness shop, a carpenter’s shop and other
things= along the same line that would be found necessary.
All power machinery could he worked to full capacity,
and other farm implements used more profitably than
is at present the case.

A thorough svstem of farm book-keeping would be
carried on under the supervision of an expert accountant,
and by this means any unprofitable departments could
be cut out of the business or the cause of the trouble
found and remedied.

A sound enterprise of this natare would have no
difficulty in getting the necessary capital with which
to go ahead, and could get it on better terms than would
he possible for the small farmer.

Now it scems reasonable to suppose that greater
efficiency and consequently greater production could
be brought ahout by this means, and if so it ought to
be triecd by some of our great “captains of industry™,
who have the experience and ability that would enable
them to carry the scheme through to success, Tt would
be a patriotic move in this time of food scarcity, for
it was never more necessary to produace food on a large
sqtle than it is to-daye Some of our millionaires are
the, owners of farms at the present time that are sup-
poscd to be models in their way, but asa rule they seem
to be carricd on more for the amusement of the owner,
as a sort of pastime or reereation, than anvthing else,
I'hey are not a practical effort at food production and
will néver help to solve the problem of the high cost
of living  What we want is “hig farming™ carried on
by men who have heads in proportion to the size of
their farms. Undermanned farms handicapped by a
shortage of capital as well  can never fulhll the task
that our, governments are expecting of them to-day.
Ihev are in the sine class as the simall stores of a past
ceneration, where the  owner and his Lomily lived in
the back part of the building and did all the work in
connection with the business. Why has the farm not
developed to the same extent as has the country store?

Fhere s no good reason Tor it One is as sound a
commercial enterprise as the other and offers the same
reward to the capable promoter. Large tracts of fand
are Iving adle mothis country that should be producing
food tomect the present demand and to help win the
wat. Onr money s being spent hike water for the build-
e ol munition plants where the matertads are being
Do tred  that will destrov the enemy, bt
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Nature’s Diary.
A. B. KLUGH, M. A.
The war has revealed to us, in a most vivid w.o, the
need for national efficiency, in other words, the need fo

conservation. For conservation does not mean <imply

saving, hoarding, or preserving; it means ustug in the
most efficient manner with a view not only to the presemt
but to the supply for the future.

We have in Canada a body known as the Conmiission
of Conservation, and since its organization m 1900
the Commission has, by every means in its power,
sought to }mprcss upon the public the need of conserva
tion of natural resources. Formerly the advice given
by the Commission fell for the most part upon deal
cars; now the public has been, somewhat rudely,
awakened to the fact that the Commisston knew what
it was talking about and that its advice was worth
heeding.

The Commission of Conservation is a purch ad
visory body, it has no administrative powers. Now iy it
possible for an advisory body to bring about any practica)
results?  Let us see.

It was through the initiative of the Connnission
that in 1911 amendments were made to the Railway
Act which resulted in’ the new fire regulations of the
Railway Board and the organization of the fire inspection
department of the Board, This legislution empowers
the Railway  Commission  to require the railway
companics to maintain an cfficient firc-fighting force,
to patrel their lines, to plough fire-guards and 1o remove
UL combustible material from their property: it also
places upon the railway companies responsibility for
Al fires started by locomotives, Since the enactment
of thi< amendment the efficiency of the railways an
tire-prevention has been greatly increased and they have
become one of the minor sources of Torest e damage
in<tead of one ol the major factors.

Through the advice of the Commission a forest
reservation of 17,900 square miles has been secured an
the castern slope of the Rocky Mountains,

A very important part of the work of the Comnussion
is the compiling of accurate data on natural resources
It is all very well Tor orators to refer on the platform to
“our unlimited resources”, but as a matter of fact no
Cunlimited resources’ exist, and it is most essential to
know exactly what these resources arce. FForest surveys
have just been completed by the Commission in British
Columbia and in Saskatchewan. In regard to the
water-powers of the Dominion the Commission has
served the country well. Some time ago an American
company applied for a charter to dam the St. Lawrence
at the Longue Sault Rapids, and to export the power
generated on the Canadian side to the United States
antil such time as this power was required in Canada
This was opposed strongly by the Commission on the
ground that “one-half the power will belong of right
to Canada and should be permanently retained for
Canadian use without exception or qualification Hand
that” to attempt to enforce an order for the delivery
ol power on the Canadian side, after it had for years
been exported to, or used in, the United States, would
lead 1o serious difficulties’ and would be “a sure road
{6 international complications.”  Mainly because of the

protest of the Commission the charter was not granted,

Acting on the recommendations of the Comnussion
d improved coke ovens

twi steel companies have installe
Thes¢ ovens recover the coal tar prcvmmly.\\'us.te(l,
and this coal tar contains the elements entering into
a whole series of valuable substances —coal pas, henzol,
toluol, aniline oitN(the basis of the aniline dyes) and
ammonia liquor. .
Under the direction of the Commission J. B IFielding
has been engaged in a piece of conservation work ©
extreme value—the saving of the enormous waste,
—heads, entrails, and non-marketable fish, —6f l.hf
fisheries, and converting this waste intQ a f(_m(l for l!\e
stock. The food thus prepared is rich in proteins
and fats and is at present being tried out at our experi-
mental farms. In his laboratory at Port Dover f‘l\"'
Fielding compounded, from the scrap of the whitefish,
lake trout and lake herring, a cattle-meal ('mu'cntr]at?
consisting of 75 per cent. pure fish-meal, a hog fce(l 0
the same strength though diﬂ'crcnt)y (‘ompolmdef. '3
poultry scratch feed in balanced ration form nn(!] dsld
substitute for grain, and a dog biscuit which shou
compete with those now imported into the countn
in large quantities.
These are some !
Commission, in its advisory capacity, he l "
the-c are the practical results, but they are not s ‘;n-k
mens all the activities of the Commizsiot. ‘|" Hi‘rt}
plaved a part in the conclusion (»t.th(' )ll;'-'l”'.\ e
Ireaty between Canada and the United States, o tre b
whish i~ a much-needed step in Ivir(lwnn\u\_Lll,ml iy
b aided in town-planning. 1 has (‘“W“""(i ""l
Loeed on o careful evidence on agricalture Canaete
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