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THE BIGGEST LITTLE DAIRY COUNTRY.
A Canadian Flax Industry Denmark "holds the world’s record for intensive 

farming. After Germany had taken Schleswig-Hol
stein, Danish experts figured that their develop
ment must come- from within and" they proceeded 
to develop the "’arid wastes of Jutland which have 
now become tremendous producers of agricultural 
and dairy products. The Danes claim that they have 
solved most of Europe’s intensive farming problems 
and that much of German efficiency in this direction 
has been learned from them.

The little kingdom ; * one of the greatest dairy 
producers of the world and its butter is exported to 
every part of the earth. It is found in Mexico, and 
even in the far off islands of the antipodes as well 
as in Patagonia. Its reputation in Europe, par
ticularly in England, as unexcelled and vast quan
tities have been shipped for years to all the coun
tries of Europe.

American business men have always admired the 
wonderful cow-feeding methods employed by the 
Danish farmers who tether their cattle in rows in 
such a way that they can eat but a certain section of 
grass in a day. The next day they are moved for
ward in the meadows and it is worked out on such 
a minute basis that by the time the cows have reach
ed the end of the pasture the grass is again ready 
for grazing at the beginning. — The Wall Street 
Journal.

aMany Conditions are Favorable, according to the writer, but Obstacles 
Numerous and Past Attempts Discouraging

By E. B. BIGGAR.
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HOW MONEY GROWS.

as the beet root sugar 
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ÏAfter publishing his “Poor Richard’s Almanac” 
for twenty-five years and giving thirty-two years more 
as thrift teacher of this country, Benjamin Frank
lin put into his will a provision to demonstrate the 
power of accumulated savings, says a writer in the 
Chicago News.

To the cities of Boston and Philadelphia he left 
$5,000 each. The money was to be put out at in
terest and allowed to accumulate for a hundred 
years. At the end of that time, he figures, each 
city ought to have $650,000. He directed that at 
the end of the hundred years, $500,000 should be in
vested by each city “in public- works which may be 
of most general utility to the inhabitants." The rest 
should then be -put at interest for another hundred 
years when the accumulation should be divided, one- 
quarter to the city and three-quarters to the state.

When the first hundred years were past, Boston 
found that she had $663,923 to her credit from the 
Franklin fund. Taking $500,000, Boston established 
a training school for mechanics. The remaining 
$163,923 was put out at interest again.

Philadelphia’s experience with the original fund 
of $5,000 was about the same as Boston's.—London 
Economist.
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But only a few farmers within reach could be in
duced to grow the flax, and before the farmers 
could be organized for the business the Southern 
armies collapsed, the war ended, and with the re
habilitation of the Southern plantations cotton 
again became King and the linen industry of Ire
land, in its turn, collapsed until the balance of 
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!NATIONAL DRINK BILL FOR 1915.

In his annual estimate of the National Drink Bill, 
Mr. G. B. Wilson. Secretary of the United Kingdom 
Alliance, states that the amount expended on ah 
coholic liquors during 1915 was £181,959.000, an 
increase of £ 17,496,000, or 10% per cent over 1914. 
This increase is accounted for in detail as follows:

Expenditure.

method is a slow process.
hundreds of inventions and processes have 

solution of this problem of
years
been put. forth as a 
chemically hastening the retting period, hut the 
problem remains an obstinate one, for there is no 
satisfactory demonstration of a method which re
duces the lime lo a few hours or a couple of days 
which does not also result in weakening the fibre

itrade was restored, 
collapsed, partly following the cotton market con
ditions, but largely because the mill owners could 
make no contracts with farmers securing a supply

s

Consumption.
British spirits + 3,838,000 + 2.437,000 proof galls. 
Foreign .. .. + 1,401,000 + 899,000

+ 12,667,000 — 4,781,000 bulk bbls.
460,000 gallons.

£
-to a degree fatal to the claims of advantage. of flax fibre, and George Stephen and his associates 

abandoned the linen business and sold off their ma
chinery after a loss of several thousand dollars 
each. Another and still larger mill was started in 
this period at Streetsville, Ont., by the Gooderhams, 
of Toronto, and Mr. Ferine, of Doon. This indus
try was doomed to the same untimely end as that 
of George Stephen, and if the firm of Ferine and Co. 
afterwards reestablished the industry and have 
kept it running to this day, it is because they start
ed at the foundation and made sure of an ample 
supply of raw jpaterial from the hands of the 
farmers.

■
Our Present Linen Industry.

While leaving out of account the possibilities of 
linen fabrics and linen thread, it would seem feas
ible to make a rough twine good enough for binder 
twine, hut here again it is an aggravating fact that 
though a number of experimental plants have been 
started—an official of the International Harvester 
Co., informed the writer that that company had 
spent $50,000 or more in working out this problem 
—flax hinder twine has not yet begun to compete 
with the Asiatic fibres now in common use.

Beer
Wine >410,000

From all this we must not draw the conclusion 
that a successful flax and linen industry is impos
sible in Canada, but those who go into it must un
derstand that to be a really indigenous industry 
the agricultural branch must be directly and co
operatively associated with the manufacturing pro
cesses from beginning to end.
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