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The Problem of the Indifferent
Farmer

‘‘In the Province of Ontario we have
175,000 farms, the annual prod
tion of which totals about $250,000,
000. If by some magic process of re-
generation we could turn all the in-
different farmers into wide-awake
progressive, up-to-date farmers, the
total preduction  would  easily  be
doubled and it is not beyond the ch
of possiLility to treble our output

These were the words of Mr. C. C,
Jumes, Deputy Minister of Agricul
ture for Ontario, in an address before
the Annual Meeting of the Interna
tional Associaticn of Farmers' ln-
stitute Workers, held in Washington,
D.C.,, last week. Other prominent
Canadians at the meeting were: G
A. Putnam, Superintendent of In-
stitutes for Ontario, who has been
president of the International Asso-
ciation for the past year; Dr. G. U
Creelman, President of the 0.A.C
and W. J. Black, President of the
Manitoba Agricultural College.

Mr. James' speech was an elequent
effort to bring home especially to the
resident of the city and the town, to
the banker and the business and pro
fessional man, the fact that whatever
helps the farmer to larger production
and larger life necessarily contributes
to the prosperity ana uplift of the
whole community .

A GREAT PROBLEM

“Ihe pessibility,” swia Mr. James

of adding two or three hundred mil
lion dollars yearly to our rural in-
come surely makes this a big prob
lem. Let me ask rgnu here: ‘ls
there any other problem on the Am-
erican continent that comes into the
same class with it¥ You gentlemen
who are engaged in this field know
hew it is to be worked out. You
know the foundation courses upon
which this great wealth may be Luilt
Ihese courses are plain and simple
(1) Drain the soil; (¥) sow only the
best seed; (8) carefully protect and
store the products of your fields or
orchards; (1) feed these products ouly
te profitalle stock; (3) put the fin
ished product on the market in the
best form

‘If we could in some way bring
the indifterent farmer to the know-
ledge of those five plain, convincing
lines of work, we would have solved
the problem—all else weuld come eas-
ily as & natural sequence. And what
a solving of other problems there
would be! A man in our Province
who has been a farmer ror many years
said to me the other day: ‘Push the
drainage cf land; spend money on it
If you can get all the farmers to
drain their land you will solve the
problem of good roads, for they will
have money enough to build them for
themselves. Increase the incomes of
the individual farmeis and we will
have the means at our dispesal to
develop the rural public scheol
system along rational lines. And so
we might enlarge upon this question
along many lines.

EASIER TO BUILD DREADNOUGHTS

“‘All this line of development looks
to be so simple, and therein is one
of the greatest difficulties—it is its
simplicity that makes it so difficult.
It is easier to build a Dreadnought
than an agricultural college. We
can arcuse the interest of two conti-
nents in solving the problem of aerial
navigation, but it is difficult to get
the people to support the proposition
of spending money freely in teaching
the indifferent farmer how te drain
his land, why he should use only the
best seeds, why he should test his
dairy cows, why and how we should
spray his apple trees, and how, .in
short he can increase his income by
$1,000 a yoar.

“Now we are to solve the problem
of the indifferent public. If the de-

velopment of cur agriculture means

the nation and if the stirring of the
indifferent farmer to better things is
the key to the situation, why do not
our people—monufacturers, bankers,
professional men, business men, and
intelligent farmers—rise in & mass
and demand that this work be un-
dertaken and carried through? There
are at least two reascns: In the first
place, there is a too prevalent opin-
ion that work done among and for
the farmers is a charitable contribu-
tion to a class that should be able
to take care of themselves. What a
woeful misconcepticn of this move
ment! Helping the farmers to larg-
er production and to larger life can
be justified only on the ground that
thereby we are contributing to the
prosperity and uplift of the whole
community.

A town of 5,000 pecyie 18 surround-
ed by a farming community. Through
the agricultural uplift $1,000,000 could
casily be added to the annual produc-
tion of the surrounding and contrib-
uting country. 1t is conceivable that
such an addition could be made with-
cut touching or affecting every bank-
er, every manufacturer, every stor
keeper, ‘every doctor, every
evVery newspaper owner in the town ?

What was needed, Mr. James con-
tinued was that the subject should
be taken out of the country and dis-
cussed in the city, by Boards of Trade,
Bankers' Associations, Retail Mer.
chants’ Asscciations, Teachers’ Con
ventions. People should be brought
te realize that it was not local, but
national; not charity, vut an invest-
ment of public funds that would
vield big returns to the whole people
It should have the attention of men
whe have built big industries, plan-
ned great enterprises

Pointers about Swine
Skilful feeding has much to do in
rearing the best pigs other ani-
t quicker

mal on the farm shows nejgl
than a pig
Be sure that the Lreeding sows are
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not getting too fat, or too thin.

The pig is so sensitive to the cold
that it will completely bury itself in |
the bedding to keep warm if the shelt-
er is inadequate

No other farm animal is given such
poor quarters us the pig. Still none
will give better returns for good care
and treatment than this same pig

Keep the pigs growing ccnstantly
The best results will be obtained by
feeding a little under their capacity,
rather than all they can consume

Sows may be kept from cating their
pigs by giving them a great variety
of food for two months or more before
the pigs come along. It should include |
some animal frod and plenty of salt

The secret of feeding pigs is to
know how to feed enough without
feeding too much

To fatton pigs profitably, the indi
viduals selected for feeding should be
good ones. There is a vast differen
In pigs in respect to easy fattening
preportion of bone, weight, and so
forth. There are several good breeds
of pigs having similar degrees of apti-
tude for fattening. These breeds have
Leen so disturbed over the country
that any farmer who is willing to
make the effort may have only im-
proved animals in his pens. Not to
do so is exceedingly stupid

The man whose pigs receive nothing |
but kicks and blows will never succeed i
in the pig-raising business. The man |
who is not on the best of terms with |
his sows will lose many litters of pigs,
if not the sows themselves, that he
might have saved had the animal not
been afraid of him. And if she dis-
trusts him, it will bring out all the
viciousness of her nature whenever |
he comes near to feed or care for her |
and in her trampling and worrying
some of the little fellows will be sure '
te get hurt. Sows with pigs too young |
to get ont of the way should be kept '
a8 quiet as possible. This can never

the greatest wealth creation within
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Books for Winter Reading and Profit

With every new yearly subscription sent Farm and
Dairy you will be entitled to one of the books
li!btedy below. Make your choice, send us the new
subscriber with $1.00 and the book is yours. No
better way to start a good agricultural library.

No. No.

1-Vopp's New Commercial Oaleulator 17—The Window Flower Garden

and Short Cut Arithmetie. 18—Young Plants

~The Farmer's Record Book for Keep- 19—Hedges—Wind Breaks and Shelters.
ing account of all branches of farm- 20—Landscape Gardening.

ing and general expenses. It is rul 21—A. B. C. in

ed and divided into departments 22--A n Cheese Making,

ready for use. Enables you to ar-23-Cheese Making in Switzerland,
rive easily at the profit and loss for 24—Pasteurization and Milk Preserva-
the year. This book was arranged tion.

by Mr. W. H. Hay of the Experi-2%—How to Handle and Bducate Vieious
mental Farm, Ottawa. raes.

-A. B. O. of Agriculture.
4—Alfalfa.

5—Farm Appliances.

6—Fences, Gates and Bridges.
7—Maple Sugar and Sugar Bush
8-8ilos, Ensilay and Bilage.
9—-Weeds—How to Eradicate them.
10—Practical Fruit Grower.

.-

26—Winter Care of Cattle and Horses.
[87—The Winter Lamb.
28~ Key to Profitable Stock Peeding
|29—Diseases of Poultry.
30—Duck Culture.
31—Poultry Pocket Money.
|32—Poultry Architecture.
|35—Poultry Feeding and Fattening.
11-8trawberry Culture. |34—American Bird Fanciers.
12—Gregory on Fertilizers. 36—The Book of Birds.
15—Manures—How to Make and How to|3—The Hunter and Trapper,

se Them. 37— Book-Keeping for Farmers,
14—Tile Drainage. 38— Canning and Preserving,
15—8praying Orops. 3—Home Candy Muking.
16—Beautiful Flower Garden. 40—The Model Cook.
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