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rule It does not pay to give a
_____ hived swarm fully-bullt-out
comb, yet It does not do to be dogmatic 
and »ay: “ It never pays.”, I have em
ployed them tlü» year with, I consider, 
good effect. Three lots of driven bees, 
owing to paucity In number», we*t un
der In early spring, and their combs, 
gll fresh and new, were used to house 
English swarms, with a distinct saving 
of valuable time and material for the 
new «warms, and no low. So that all 
over It was pure gain. These bees had 
consumed all their gorged store» en 
route, and »o were not provided with 
special material for building. With a 
new-swarmed lot in the home apiary 
It 1» different. Their honey-sacs are 
full to repletion, their wax-sheet “fac
tory" 1» In full swing, and the process 
of construction in the wax-pockets 
goes on automatically. The bees are 
hungering and thirsting for comb
building, and to hinder their desire 
WGtild be a pure waste of valuable ma-_ 
terlal. All this rules fully drawn-out 
comb out of court In competition with 
full sheets or starters. Not only so, 
but with a full flow on, bees block up 
the cells with honey as gathered from 
the fields, and soon start capping the 
stores, thereby blocking the queen and 
cramping her,egg-laying powers 
strlottng the cell-area in which 
lay. Super roçm, although 
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seem to reason it out that It Is a sav
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surplus stores, and the j
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■ | third In order every time.

are taught—and the teaching is 
wise—that we can “ spare the bees " by 
giving full sheets of wired foundation 
to swarms with advantage to all con
cerned—bees, bee-keepers, large popu
lation, flnely-bullt combs, and extra 
surplus honey. A free use of founda
tion upstairs and down is to be com
mended, as a rule,—but there are ex
ceptions. I think the subject Is of such 
Importance that I would like to see a 
full discussion, conveying the results 
of experience, showing in what, 1f any, 
circumstances hiving on starters Is a 
saving to bees and bee-keeper, because 
I contend, at times, it Is.

First.—A strong swarm of bees In 
the full flush of a heavy flow generally 
builds so quickly that the cell surface 
far outruns the queen's powers of oc
cupation. Here the sheets of founda
tion hurry up matters still further, and 
capping honey starts In the brood- 
frames as a serious business Instead of 
the surplus being stored above. The 
queen, 1f prolific, may force the pace 
later on, and compel some honey lo be 
uncapped and stored elsewhere, but 
here we have a large amount of extra 
work Imposed on the bees, which they 
rather resent, because they frequently 
sulk and cramp the queen's powers of 
ovipositing. With starters only she 
keeps In line and hurries on comb- 
building, so that there Is no time or 
opportunity to seed cells in the brood 
nest. So evenly balanced Indeed are 
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