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CANADIAN BIOGRAPHY.

,??''*''*' '"Cfluo^.-The ancient town
of St. Malo, in France, had been for centur-
ies a nursery of hardy seamen, and among
the most eminent on its list stands the name
of Jacques Cartier.—This celebrated navi-
gator was the first European who explored
the shores of Canada to any extent. On the
20th April, 1534, he sailed with two ships
of three score tons apiece burthen, and sixty-
one well appointed men in each. He steer-
ed for Newfou. dland, which he reached in
twenty days, paased through the straits of
iSelle Isle, and advanced up the St. Law-

[

rence, till he saw the shores of Anticosti.
Ihe approach of winter caused him to re
turn to France. In the spring of 1535,
He received a fresh commission, and three
vessels, named La Grande Hermine, La
l^eUte Hermine and Vmmerillon, the
largest about 120 tons, were placed at his
disposal. On the 16th May, the officers and

,

sailors assembled in the Cathedral at St
Malo, where, after confession and hearing
mass they received a parting blessing from
the bishop, and, three days later, they

.

set sail. After experiencing very stormy
weather, during which the vessels were
separated, they reached the coast of New-
foundland on the 26th July. On the 10th
[August, It being the festival of St. Law-
I rence, Cartier gave that name to the bay
Iwhich he entered, and it was afterwards
lextended to the river and gulf. On the
llbth, he reached Stadacona (now Quebec)peanng from the Indians that a town of^ome importance stood by the bank of the
river, many days' journey above, and named
r Hochelaga," Cartier determined to go
Ihither, and on the 19th September, he

" -'^ ^e 28th he reached lake St. '

Peter. At the head of this lake he wascompelled to cast anchor on account of the

SZ:; "°'^,J^f^g
it i™Po««ible to proceS

b«r T^^^??',*'"'?^,'
^°^ «" t^« 2nd Octo-ber 1535, he landed about six miles from

tne town, below the current St. Mary. Afterhe had gone about four miles, he was metby one of the chiefs, accompanied by manyof the natives, who gave him a cordial wel-

woTw ^^^.^ ^"^ ^ *^«t he deemedworthy of notice in the viUage, Cartier wasconducted to the top of the mountl, IS
joy and gratification. In honour of hisSnghe named it "Mont Eoyal," which naSfhas been extended to ie city On S2return to the boats he was accompani^ Za large number of natives, who appearedto be anxious to have him stay longerHe however, embarked the same evenkigand on the 4th October, he reached^s
vessel, m which he passed down the StLawrence, and rejomed his company aStadacona. As the season was far advanced
Cartaer made the bold resolve to winSr inthe country His party suffered much du^mg the winter from want of proper food andc othang and in addition to th£, they wTreaU attacked by the scurvy, tw^ntZilofwhom died The remaindeVsoon r^^er^'
their health by the use of a decoction ouSspruce fir, which had ],een recommended tothem by an Indian. When spring returned

several of the natives, and among them.Donacona a chief. None of them ever r?.tiirned, aU dying before the French agaLvwited Canada. On his return to FrSCartier foimd his native land distracted^th
religious dlSnATlair.nc „«J .-i. .

^"^
1541, that he sailed with five vessels, and


