
worth whilr? If no. are we to absndim them,

..r arc we to maintain themt I contend that

to miiintain these principleH is one of the spe-

I'ial objects of a IcnKue of this km<l. If wv

forfeit or abandon these prin.'iples. our civ-

ilization will sink to a low plane.

To Maintain British BUtui.

Havinjf intimated to you the .-lassos ol

people we ha^•e to deal with, and what we

have to defend, we must, in eontrMst with ex-

istiiiK apathy, define <.ur position most clear

ly. That position may he said to he this:

There is a most passionate and heart-felt

desire on the part of the vast ma.jority ol

Canadians to maintain a separate national

existence on this eontinent as part of tne

British Empire. Tliat feelinp is the bed-

rock of the Canadian's composition. Is then

anything we can advane, or anything w.'

eai) substitute as an enuivalent to that feel-

inj?? T think not. In dialinp with the peo-

|)le T have mentioned we have got to make

clear to them the absolute necessity for the

preservation of that British status if we do

not want to forfeit all that life makes dear

to us. If we have that object clearly before

us. the next thinff is to know how we pro-

pose to carry it out. In order to make that

|)oint clear "you will have to read our Con

sfitution. Later on you will hear from a

(fentleman who is connected with the Na-

tional Service TiCapne. which is very nincii

on the same lines as ours.

Organization Plans.

We have drafted » Coiistitutioi- hich pro

vides for county associations, loeai branches,

and Provincial divisions. We hope to pro-

vide speakers who will po throiiRh the coun-

try and explain to the people the objects ol'

the Leapue and help in the formation ot

local branches. When we have the

Leapue in working order and the

branches formed, the next ipiestion is,

what do we expect t» do' That there

may be no mistake it is plainly laid down

that we hope to form a body of public opin-

ion insistent on this, that there shall be ef-

fective legislation, whether by the Dominion

or Provincial Parliaments does not matter,

which shall make every young Canadian an

efficient factor for defence in the event of

this country ever beinp threatened. Th?

mode of donip that is a matter for the Leg-

islatures. The point is that whatever is done

must be done by lepislatiim. and in order to

get that legislation we must succeed in the

first place in convincing the electorate. Onr

legislators will do nothing except what they

know will lie supported by the electorate.

Once we have the electorate convinced, the

legislators will be only too glad to follow

the li ad of the people. That is what we hope

ultimately to get by thiii movement. Having

got that, we shall then have only to arrange

that the young manhood of the nation ia

trained. Hut we hiive also to appeal lo

those who are grown up. Vigilance in the

price of liberty, but some grown-up people

seem to forgci this fact, so that while we

want especially to appeal to the young, wi;

also api>eal to the adult population T'

make the local organizations ettective we ask

every ma and woman who in any way takes

an iiileresi in this (piestioii to put his or her

shoulder lo the wheel an<l help to carry on

this great work. That is, in brief, our object,

our plan of campaign, and wlial we hope to

gain l>y it.

Women's Influence Needed.

We wish lo interrsl the women oi'

Canada in this movemenl. Wc know

quite well that they will resi d to

the appeal; the history of past times shows

I hat as a woman lid the man followed. I;:

the modern history of Canada we have haii

numerous instances ol heroism sho vn h.>

women. I think if we can induce tin- ladies

who have so much intlueneo with their sons,

their sweethearts, their husban<ls, to joi.l

this movement, we are bound to succeed. If

we succeed, what will be the result?

Ill Canada we are producing a distinci

type. We are not English ; we are not the

people <d' the United States. We are Can-

adians, and that tyjie should produce a race

which should he honest, manly, not given to

boasting, not narrow-mindedly provincial,

liiit taking a broatl view of things, knowing

that the world is not included within fh.^

limits of our own Province and DominioTi.

and that we are part and parcel of wider

currents of intellect and thought. If wis

maintain the traditions which we have in-

herited from our Mriti.sh forefathers, then-

is no future too proud, or too glorious for

this country. When I think of the progress

we have made and are making, it lirin^-s

hack to me the spet-ch in "'.liiliiis Caesar."

which is put into the mouth of Brutus.

There is a tide in the affairs of men. which,

taken at the Hood, leads on to fortune." Wc
are on that tide. We have the full tide with

lis if we use our advantages. I also reiuein-

lier with Iloratian Maxim that "when for-

tune blows with too propitious gale. ta'i. half

your canvas in." As Kipling says. " U .< we
forget"; therefore let us remember to whom
we owe all our present benefits. By losing

(mr traditions, and sinking to a purely ma-

terial level, we would forfeit our birthright

and pass to the list of nations that, although

they have had a history, they have ceased to

he factors in the world's progress.


