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and die other Tim ; and both smiling veiy hard at all
beholders. Tim s head being powdered like a twelfth cake,
and his spectacles copied with great nicety, strangers
ctetectcd a close resemblance to him at the first glance, and
this leadmg them to suspect that the other must be his
wife, and emboldening them to say so without scruple,
Mrs. Linkmwater grew very proud of these achievements
in time, and considered them among the most successful
likenesses she had ever painted. Tim had the profoundest
foith in them, likewise ; for on this, as on all other subjects,
they held but one opinion ; and if ever there were a •'com-
fortable couple" in the world, it was Mr. and Mrs.
Linkmwater.
Ralph having died intestate, and having no relations but

ttiose with whom he had lived in such en.-nity, they would
have become in legal course his heirs. But they could
not bear the thought of growing rich on money so acquired,
and felt as though they could never hope to prosper with
It. They made no claim to his wealth ; and the riches for
which he had toiled all his days, and burdened his soul
with so many evil deeds, were swept at last into the coffers
of the state, and no man was the better or the happier for
tliem.

"^

Arthur Gride was tried for the unlawful possession of the
will, which he had either procured to be stolen, or had dis-
honestly acquired and retained by other means as bad. By
dint of an ingenious counsel, and a legal flaw, he escaped •

but only to undergo a worse punishment ; for, some years
afterwards, his house was broken open in the night by
robbers, tempted by the rumours of his great wealth, and
he was found murdered in his bed.

Mrs. Sliderskew went bevond the seas at nearly the same
time as Mr. Squeers, and in the course of nature never
wtumed. Brooker died penitent. Sir Mulberrv Hawk
Hyed abroad for some years, courted and caressed, and in
high repute as a fine dashing fellow. Ultimately, return-
iOg to this country, be was thrown into jail for debt

there perished miserably, as such high spirits
l^iiei ally do.

The first act of Nicholas, when he became a rich and
prosperous merchant, was to buy his father's old house.
«lt »me crept on, and there came gradually about hirn a
gtomp of lovely children, it was altered and enlarged

; but•»--* of the old rooms were ever pulled down, no old treo


