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fact he alludes only in an incidental way. In acquaintance
with Indian character, and power of influencing them in a
crisis, he seems to have been superior to the ordinary
trader. His vices were those of his class - slight regard
for laws, either moral or military (witness the incident at
Fort Mackinac), improvidence and wastefulness, rest-
lessness, and dissatisfaction with the routine life of towns
His literary style, while discursive, i ; simple, and as clear
as running water. What he wishes to say, he says plainly
leaving the reader as a rule to draw his own conclusions.
There is an unvarnished, unflinching directness in his
statements, conveying to the reader the impression that
he IS concealing nothing, doing nought for effect, but
telimg a straightforward story of travels and adventures
The book forms a contribution of note to this important
class of literature, and wUI always be readable.

In the preparation of the notes, the Editor has had, asm the firit volume of the series, the assistance of Dr
Louise Phelps KeUogg, of the Wisconsin Historical
LibR'ry. He has also had helpful suggestions from Dr.
Jftmes Bam, Jr., of the Toronto Public Library.

R- G. T.
Madison, Wis., febraary, 1904.
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