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I.cllnllil.itlil cl'Ksllol.s, liimht illliT lIuTi'
W.IS no ch.illiiiK'c at tho ciitriinitr of the
palace to any one wlio inmht conic pro-
perly ilrcsstd and masqu.'d. It w.is thi-
first open step in which the Kins " lost
siKht of thi- path of iilory, an., the hid
of donit'siic fehcitv ami th,' vcrv huht
of honor," (df Niilhac " I.oiiis XV i>t .Me.
dc Ponipadonr.)
Vunu this nuinunt the Kme did eviry-

thinit he could to r.hahilitati- thi- wo-
man's fathiT. He obtained a separation
through others (hir uncle) from her hus-
band, lie bouiiht the niaKiiijs.it,. .)f Pom-
padour and endowed her wiih its title
Old I'oisson was pardoned, returned finni
his exile, " ennobled," and at the saiii.>
tiiee an inqulry-as a blind— was ordercMl
into his previous condemnation, when it

was discovered that the papers of the
court relating thereto had " invsteriously
disappeared." I'oisson was called on t<»
iiirnish them from memory and, as he
made out, the Slate instead of lieinn hts
creditor was his debtor to ?i2OU,(l00. With
this statement, the King presented hiin
with the noble estate of MariRny and of-
fered him the rank of niarquis, which
I'oisson reserved for his son. One of the
Pans brothers who was in the secrets of
the Poisson family was " ennobled with
the title of Montmartel and made (iarde
du Tresor Koyal,"—a nice place near the
money box. It was through him that the
funds were paid out to buy the Pompa-
dour estates for the King's favorite. I n-
ele Lenormand who had investeil m her
education was made Treasurer (ieneral
Every position that had pay or perqui-
sites attached to it was petitioned for
by the friends of Madame dy Pompadour
and was given by the King as she wish-
ed—for she desired to have her support-
ers about her This "financial' coterie
played into each other's hands. " The
hope of an entire party was founded on
the success of this new mistress." (de
Xulhac " Louis XV at Me. de Pompa-
dour, p. 70 ) Those who opposed her
were sent to the Bastilc. Even the Mare-
chal Duo dc Richelieu was threatened by
the King with imprisonment for neglect
to give due attention to the royal strum-
pet. La Marquise de Ferte-Imbault, who
had declared that • It seemed impossible
to continue her acquaintance, so much was
her family discried," was forced to si-
lence. Voltaire, ("rebillon, and even the
"genteel de llernis " wrote in her praise
—but it must be supposed that it was to
obtain, or to retain royal favor. But the
Bishop de Mirepoix was stoutly against
her influence in the State and was sus-
tained by the Dauphin.

In the meantime tbrom^ti the exir.ua-
uance of Pompadour and the peeul.. iion.'i
of her cre.ituies in olhce, the ilebt ut the
State increased .so much th.it Orrv, il,,-

lioiiest comptndler-general »( finane.., pro-
tested to the king on the ilel.ipnl.itiou ol
iinaiice. On complaint of Poni|Mdniir hi;
« as removed from odice to mahe w,iv, if

possible, for one of her own paitv. 'l iiei»
Orry warned the King of the d.iii'i;it into
which the iMiigdoiii was riiiiniiit i In-
debt had never been so high, the penpU:
Were restive, the ancient nobilitv were
sullen and felt insulted, the navv had dis-
appeared, the sollicrs were badiv provi-
eiimed, the commissary was corrupt, ibu-
loreign colonies were shrinking;, vet thi^

financial " parly of Pompadour were
Kiowing rich and prosperous, liuvlrn; and
embellishing vast estates witii monev
stolen from the Stat Ten palace.s «rro
uoing up at one tune for Pompadour
I' or gardens and houses for herself her
bill against the royal treasury amounted
in twenty years to 7,ll.<,72.< pounds ster-
ling.' Pamphlets by anonymous writers
Hooded the country teeming wiUi sar-
casms and invectives against her .^iid her
mfanidus coteries of • nouveaiix rielies "
I he King him.self was menaced in them
for supporting such a gang of political
vampires and thieves. One of the engrav-
ings of the time exhibits the King as
France, enchained by Pompadour anil
scourged by foreigners. One of the best
-specimens of the verses of the time on
this subject engrosses all complaints :

' Louis, dissipateur des bicns de tts su-
jets,

Toi qui comptes les jours par les mau«
que tu fais,

Ksdavc d'un ministre et d'unc fcmme
avarc,

Louis, apprends le sort que le ciel te nre-
pare." ^

De guerres sans succcs fatiguant tes

Tu fus sans generaux, lu scras sans sol-
dats.

Tu ne trouveras plus des amcs assez
Vlles

Pour oser c.debrer tes pretendus exploitsht cest pour t'abhorrer qu'il reste des
francais." ^

Even after the King's death some onewrote on his monument :

" II est ici conime a Versailles
II est sans coeur et sans entrailles."


