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STALKYARDSTUDENT CENTRE CORPORATION Clubs will need YFS approval
by Salman A. Nensi

All clubs on campus will have to 
submit their constitutions to the 
YFS/FEY for "approval."

The YFS/FEY's Clubs Com­
missioner, Ziad Hafez, has re­
quested that all clubs present 
their constitutions to the student 
executive for approval. Pre­
viously, this was done to ensure 
that "fly-by-night” clubs were not 
funded. Now, however, the con­
stitutions will be checked for sex­
ist, racist, homophobic and other 
exclusionary language. In addi­
tion, the context and mandate of 
the clubs will also be scrutinized.

The constitutions will receive 
an initial reading by the finance 
committee (FC) of the YFS/FEY 
(Brad Abrams, Jean Ghomeshi, 
Ziad Hafezand Jennifer Smith). If 
the FC finds any item questiona­
ble, they will seek advice from 
other groups at York. Should 
these groups find a problem, the 
club will be asked to change the 
offending section. If the club 
does not wish to do so, they will 
not be considered “official" by 
the YFS/FEY and will therefore 
be ineligible for funding, YFS/- 
FEY assistance or participation in 
the clubs coalition.

The groups that may be con­
sulted by the FC include: the York 
Women's Centre, the Lesbian 
and Gay Alliance at York, the 
Sexual Harassment Education 
and Complaint Centre, York 
Council on the Prevention of 
Aids, the YFS/FEY's Equality 
Commissioner Kyla Tompkins 
and the Provost’s office. The FC 
may also approach other clubs 
on campus for their input.

Why is this being done? Why 
do the clubs have to submit 
themselves to such an intrusion? 
Who gave the FC the right to 
decide what is right or morally 
proper?

"According to the new declara­
tion of student rights, the YFS/- 
FEY will fight all impediments to 
education. Sexism, racism, homo­
phobia and other exclusionary

measures are such impedi­
ments." Said Abrams, "We would 
have to seriously reconsider our 
recognition and funding of a 
group that promotes such things."

Who will ensure that those 
groups being consulted are not 
themselves exclusionary in any 
way?

Hafez feels confident that the 
FC will be able to ensure the non­
exclusionary status of those 
being consulted. Ghomeshi be­
lieves it is obvious the Women’s 
Centre (for example) will not be 
sexist. And, since they would 
only be consulted with matters of 
potential sexism there is no need 
to be overly concerned with 
“checking the checkers."

With this “approval" legislation 
in place, what's next? Forcing the 
clubs to be bilingual? Ensuring 
that the clubs, "tow the party 
line?"

“The objective of this process 
is not to be some authoritarian 
group of officers intent on catch­
ing students who are being bad 
people," said Ghomeshi, trying to 
eliminate a vision of a despotic, 
dictatorial YFS/FEY which can 
tell everyone what to do, say and 
think.

The first example of this new 
policy is the non-recognition of 
York's fraternities and sororities. 
It may be said that the sexist 
nature of both the sororities and 
the fraternities cancel each other 
out. And that the Women's Cen­
tre is sexist since there is not a 
Men's Centre on campus, but 
Ghomeshi does not think so. 
“The Women’s Centre is needed 
in this patriarchal society to aid in 
reversing the trend of inequality. 
A fraternity or sorority does 
nothing to reverse the trend of 
inequality between the sexes; 
they underscore it."

Is the YFS/FEY moving too far, 
too fast? I’d like to know what you 
think of this new policy. Is it 
good, bad, too interventionist, a 
necessary evil? Please write to 
me in care of Excalibur.

If you are interested in the Student Centre and would like to 
see it get off on the right foot, the programming committee 
is now expanding its membership. Planned events include 
the opening ceremonies (allocation of club space), the art 
gallery, the info bulletin (ie sports), the pub and many other 
areas.

If interested please submit a letter of interest to Gordon 
Reid: Chair Programming Committee 

c/o llda Kee
Student Centre Corporation 
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The operations of the Student Government are funded by a 
combination of operating grants from York University and 
programme revenues collected from the various activities 
engaqed in by the Student Government.

Fixed assets-
Fixed assets are recorded at cost. Improvements 
Junior Common Room have been recorded in the acco 
the Student Government. The Student Government does 
not. however, formally lease these premises and they are 
provided without charge by t.he University for the use of 
members. Depreciation and amortization are provided 
using the following methods and rates:
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Furniture and equipment - 20% declining balance
Computer equipment - 30% declining balance
Computer software - 30% declining balance
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