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Polyester
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Admission Test)

by Jerome Ryckborst

s consumers we frequently expect
too much from our clothing. We
will buy things which look good,
and expect that some government

“rule or regulation is protecting our health,

our safety, and our wallets.

Dream on. The government couldn’t pos-
sibly afford to test each and every garment
that hits the market. There are many fibers,
fabrics, and construction techniques which
could be used to make clothes. The best
combination depends on the end use of the
product.

According to Consumer and Corporate
Affairs, today’s consumer is more sophisti-
cated than we were in 1968, when the federal
government established this department.
Still, there is much we simply do not know.
Worse, it appears that we don’t give a damn.
At least not until something goes wrong.
Then we are looking for someone to blame
and a cash refund.

Here's a review of some common fibers
and what is reasonable to expect:

Wool has itchy parts called scales. Some-
times the scales are dissolved with chemicals
to prevent itchy ‘allergic’ reactions. Wool
can be washed, but not agitated (moved)
when washed because the scales act like fish-
hooks and grab all they can. The result:
shrink-city. And this can’t be fixed.

Silk soaks up anything, including water
and mineral salts. Silk will absorb sweat, anti-
perspirants, and deodorants. Yummy. These
chemicals disintegrate the fiber. Cleaning
will flush out all the degraded bits, leaving a
shredded garment. Unfortunately, most peo-
ple try to blame this on their drycleaner, not
on their sweat glands. :

Cotton and linen come from plants. Rayon
and acetate are also celluloses, but they are
synthetically regenerated from wood pulp.
Celluloses have one purpose in life: to wrin-

kle. Permanent press finishes can reduce

wrinkling, but finishing also reduced the
abrasion resistance of the fiber. Normal wear
and tear damages the fibers and the dye
comes out. In cotton this type of abrasion
damage is called frosting and is very popular
right now with denim pants and jackets.
Stone-wash, as this process is called, is just
accelerated wear and tear in huge washing
machines with chunks of volcanic rock. (Not
recommended for home washers; they’ll
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Accepfing registration for GMAT, LSAT and GRE weekend
test preparation courses. Includes Sexton text book, lectures
and personalized services. Tax deductible. Student dis-
counts. Ask about MILLER ANALOGIES TEST and others.

CALL
459-7261

Endorsed by the Acodemic
Commission, University of
Colgary, Students’ Union.
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- HERE IS THE NEWS

If YOU are interested in journalism, come and hear
about one of Canada'’s finest journalism schools.

Dave White, director, School of Journalism and
Communications, University of Regina,
will be at the University of Alberta

Monday, April 6, 1987
3:00 P.M. Tory Building
In the Breezeway - W2

The school offers a four-year Bachelor of Arts in
Journalism and Communications and is the only
university-level journalism school in

Western Canada.

The first two years of your program can be taken at
the University of Alberta before transferring to the
school for the final two years.

*Print, radio and television . . . we've got it all.
Come and find out about it!

'I'uadq, March 31, 1987
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.into disfavour. Nevertheless, it remains the

chip and dent, and generally cause parental
upset.) :

In the late 1930’s and continuing through
the 1950’s, scientists started experimenting,
making long chains of anything that would
polymerize. This included wood, protein from
milk, and all kinds of chemicals and hydro-
carbons. Polyamide (nylon), polyester, acryl-
ics, and many others were discovered and
developed according to their behaviour as
fibres.

Polyester, for example, won't wrinkle.
However, it also won't absorb water, which
has two implications: it won't carry perspira-
tion away from the body, so you feel like you -
are swimming in sweat; it also won't diffuse
electric charges, so now we have to deal with
static cling. After initial success with consu-
mers in the 1950’s, polyester has now fallen
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single most used fiber. Today it is usually
combined with cotton. Cotton will absorb
body moisture that polyester won'’t, while
polyester will keep cotton from wrinkling,
especially when used with chemicals like
fabric softeners. Everybody’s happy with
polycotton except textile scientists and fire-
fighters.

At the university’s Textile Analysis Service,
there’s a whole lot of burning going on.
They’re testing the flammability of sleep-
wear. Polyester cotton blends are among the
most flammable fabrics, and commonly used
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in sleepwear and bedding. Do you smoke in NN
bed? It could be a hot night... S gt
Nylon is another popular synthetic, used (op]e})

in sportswear, blended knits, and pantyhege.
Nylon has poor resistance to acids. That’s
why you go through one pair of pantyhose
during each fume-filled cHeM lab. Air pollu-
tion and acid rain are also great for destroy-
ing nylons. As for sportswear — nylon dries
fast, but don’t buy white nylon garments.
Nylon is a scavenger for dyes. In the washing
machine white nylon will come out pink,
blue, any colour except white. The Univer-
sity of Calgary Dinosaurs often wear nylon
uniforms: red and pink instead of red and
white.

Hopefully these points were interesting
enough to help you remember them the
next time you’'re making a buying decision. If
not, that’s okay too, since most stores will
refund or exchange no matter what you've
done to your clothes.
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Nylon 66
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Deli Sandwiches made to order
Quality Selection of Fresh Salads
‘Homemade Soup
Gourmet Desserts
Superior selection of
Breakfast Pastries
Daily Hot Specials

Licensed for Beer and Wine

HOURS: 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Main Floor SUB

Call 432-2090 for all
your catering needs.

BTUDENTS' UNION

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA EDMONTON

4B THEATK

guest: NEO A4
Tues., April 21, 8 p.m.
Tickets: BASS (U of A Students $2.50
off at HUB/SUB Info Desks)




