NN FEARN T e

by Jerome Ryckbovst

Edmonton, we’re not so blah! Notat all.
Take a look around, I’'m sure many of you
went to Vancouver and Expo '86 this summer.
Or perhaps you went east, south, wherever...

1 went all over the place, down to the
equator and over to Europe and | realized —
we wear the same things in Edmonton that
everyone else does. People in Amsterdam,
Paris, Kebenhavn, Toronto, Vancouver: all
the same.

In Edmonton we see images of the
world. We are exposed to the same styles
and trends. Today’s media makes it all possi-
ble. The fashion picture snaps around the
world at the speed of light, and everybody
watches. So it’s not surprising that we all wear
the same clothes.

Yet there are differences from country
to country, in Canada differences from coast
to coast. Each country has its own ideas about
how best to dress. Milano and Paris compete
with each other, trying to show that each is
more innovative, while London tends to go
off on a tangent. Basically though, every
designer is working within the boundaries of
what the public will accept. Italian fashion
tends to be softer and more comfortably
draped, while Paris still tends to high fashion
in a more traditional sense. London, and a
few wild designers scattered around the
globe can get a little zany. You know, the
crazy stuff that looks like you couldn’t wear it
without a ten-page instruction manual.

The difference between us and other
cities lies in the degree of fashion acceptance
and participation. There are places which
definitely set the pace, while the rest of the
world picks up on a look and polishes it to
give it a local flavor, like variations on a
theme. This is the fun in fashion. The local
variations can reflect an areas personality,
politics, tastes.

Now, a cynic would say we need to
reflect less of the politics and more of the
personality; | say we need to learn how to be
adventurous with the very things we wear

" today. According to a Calgary manager of Le
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Chateau, people are less adventurous now
than a few years back. While some fashion
retailers attribute this to the conservative atti-
tudes in Alberta, others know that it ismore a
question of fashion leadership.

Store employees and the "Fashion Tiger”
segment of the population are the ones who
pick up on a style and show the rest of us
how to wear it. When you're selling sweaters,
the staff should be wearing them three, four,
five different ways. People get fashion ideas
from each other. It seems Edmontonians
have a hard time breaking free — we are
bound by the lack of stimulus in our own
environment.

. Part of the reason we see less local
excitement in fashion is the increasingly
large numbers of national chain stores in the
city. The unfortunate side effect of franchis-
ing fashion outlets is that they begin to
resemble fast food outlets. The products are
all the same: low-priced but boring.

A few local managers suggest that east-
ern buyers, who buy stock for an entire
national chain send only the watered-down
versions of the exciting stuff out west. That’s
just not true, they send according to what we
buy. Many stores now keep track of their
nation-wide sales day by day. We have just as
much of a chance to see a larger collection as
Montreal or Toronto, but only if the local
retail sales warrant an expansion.

Fortunately some retailers aren’t giving
up. Designer Alfred Sung’s “Club Monaco”
was estblished in Edmonton as one of only
three stores nationally (the others in Mont-
real and Toronto). Others are also doing
their bit. Those of you who paid attention
during your summer travels may have noticed
the billboard: "Fashion Tigers Fly to West
Edmonton Mall.” this doesn’t just promote
the image of the mall, but Edmonton as well.

It's up to us to change our image and,
more importantly, our self image. This means
actively and consciously having fun with our
clothing. Shop around, spend some of your
leisure time looking for ideas or better yet,
try them on. Focus not so much on what you
wear but how you wear it. | know we've got
spunk, let’s show it.

What U Wear looks at all the aspects
of fashion in Edmonton. Keep reading every
week for interesting reflections on, and of
Fashion.
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CLASS SAVINGS

00009090909000090900000

Looseleaf refills 300’s ............................... sale price $1.49 =
Hilroy Vinyl Binder 1” with Booster .............. sale price $1.29 E
Hilroy Vinyl Binder 1'2"” with Booster ............ sale price $2.49 =
Hilroy Note ToteBinder ............................ sale price $5.99 =
Coil Scribbler 108-page ............................ sale price .99 =
Coil Scribbler 250-page ............................ sale price $1.99 =
Vinyl foldover Clip Board with Acco Grip ....... sale price $1. 99 =
Mol HalLPenB Pk Ot 12 ..o v e, $1.59=
Papermate Stick Pens Pak of 5 ..............cccooeiiniinnnn 69
Collo Tape 12 x93mer 18 x10m- ... ... 2 for $1.59 =
Venus Pronto Pencils 0.5 mm with 12 leads ................. 99 =
Faber Castell 0.5 mm Pencil with 12leads ................... $1.99=
Stapler with Staples Bostitch 25K ..............cccc.ccceevnnn. $1.59=
At-A-Glance Academic/Fiscal Planners NOW IN STOCK ;
COMbinBtoRTNGIEeRE. 0 from $1.99

EDMONTON TRANSIT STUDENT PAKS AVAILABLE

PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
POST OFFICE SERVICE

AMPUS DRUG LTD.

PH. 433-1679 8623 - 112 ST. CAMPUS TOWER BLDG.

Open 8:30 AM to 9:00 PM MON. thru FRL.
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM SATURDAYS

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 6 OR WHILE STOCK LASTS
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WELCOME. ... OR WELCOME BACK!

WE WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE . . . .

CANADA’S NATIONAL STUDENT TRAVEL BUREAU

"9
> < TRAVELCUTS

Whether it's your first year or you are returning, you’re bound for
new experiences . . . and expenses! You owe it to your
pocketbook to aquaint yourself with TRAVEL CUTS!

TRAVEL CUTShas been serving the tray seds of Canadian
students for over 16 years.

The travel service was created t
travel products that students wam,
now serves over 100,00

offices across Canada an

-cost reliable

multitude o stud

No other agency |n Ca d

Student Identity (ISIC) cards, student fares, a Student Work
Abroad Programme, special low cost student Christmas
Charters, Reading Week Packages and unbeatable world-wide
fares.

“with International

Whether you are going around the world or just home for a visit,
TRAVEL CUTS has the expertise and low prices for you.

COME IN AND VISIT US SOON!

Main Floor SUB
432-2592 et ':?




