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Creator. a success in spite of itself
ICreator
Universal PiCtUres
Odeon Theatre

revievw by John Charles
Wi)cnt Peter O'Tole, as a Nobel Prize

bioloristsavs IbTere arc too many machbines
arourdribu- wc're ail missing the big pic-
turc. hC (OUld bc talkingf about the studio
thait issucL;d bis new mos ce Creator.

Tbrs riovies, been kiî king around the stu-
dio< fori 1\ o yuars, wbilc'tflic ti) brass clccided
what to do wifb if. Ibeir solution was typi -

al.1lyfiUthless :re-edit it so itlooks ike aCNIB
projel i its, i an ad aipaign that totally
nisrcptescnf, it, andl hope for the best.

The riiviu e snow dying af the box-office,
anilf (<stes rnu( bbetter lxuç ause if's not
a wa k\ (Ofitdy abouf o llcgo c raiies and
"ex, 1a thbe previews Woulcl bavecyou tbink.
Nor i,,if ia qe~ul to O'Toolcs , omedy Mvy
Iavoritfî Yr.î

It IIctdby Czecb rnigie Ivan Passer,
wbo madc the 1967 classic fofimnate Lightn
i,'. an(I lefi Hi idgcýs' terrifus 1981rniovie Cut-
terls Vas Arid the films îlow-kcyed, bleak
fon(i kalI Psscr, whilc the whitn-syand plot s
from s reeîîvritcr jcremv Leven, wbo bas
adiapfed bts ovinovel.

O'loole plass Harry Wadlkct, an eccenfric
s,(iecnftst af a C alifornia lnversity. He gets
$800.000 ini (unding cveiy sear for bis
depat huent because be gises fbth funders
t he r.tr s ýlo-tis sisionarybhufîshît f bey wanf f0
bear, but other professors resent bim snce
lispifs are unortbodox. tnortbodox
itrdc<d' Fies fi tying f0 conjure, up life (rom
thepists' celîs of his beloved wife Lucy,
wlîo died 30 ycars ago.

Enfer Boi is 'Vinc cnt Spano), a sfudenf wbo
Harry spi rits awcîy (rom ariother professor te
beco fmeis( h, graduate assistant. Harry be-
(ornes, Boris' guru about hife an(] ifs cosmic
wonders; bc tbinks it's wonderful Harry
loved Lucy so nîucb. Bonis (aIls ini love witb a
lovcly girl, Barbara (Virginia Masden>, and
Mcli (Mariel Hamingway), a 19-year-old
kook, . hOwss up and (ails in love witb Harry.

At finies fuis movic fhrcatens f0 become
some, drcadful amaîgmnation of Harold and
Maude and Jonathan Livingston Seagull, as
Bonis clecides be wants to be just like Harry,
and Harry says "I <ion't îbink the planet is
ready for fwo of me." Learning to embrace
the universe and break out of the capitaiist
systcm is wbaf Hollywood movies love
cbampioning, wbile making sure i's ail said
n an utterly conventional way.

But Passer and Leve are up to sometbing
more tboughtful.

For just as O'Toole's frozen joylessness
sfarts f0 gef on your nerves - bow can this
guy be the spokesman for wisdom and
beauty wbcn be looks like a corpse? - Meli
points out te bim tbat in bis obsession witb
bringing back Lucy be's making deatb, not
h (e.

Ibat's wben the movies nuirky tristesse
sfarts îiiaking sense, and an earlicr moment
n wbicb Bonis' fatber suddenly dies is seen to
be part of the movies view, 00f a clunisy
intrusion in a farce about test tubes and get-
ting laid.

By the movie's end we've bad one rather
gooey scene about tbe power of love, but it's
clone with an infensify and conviction i
(ourîi gripping because the movie accepts
deatb, and loss. and going on.

Inil is coupling of joy and angWsh in the
c1Ame frame. Creator recails John Cheever's
ftial sfories and novels. whicb reveal tbe
worl as a treacherousý place built over an

Mariel kHemrmingway

abyss, but in which you can stili find
moments of dizzying happiness.

The best-things in Creator are Leven's
script which has many good smart-ass lines
and nearly always transforms the maudlin
into.something playful or even beautiful.

Spano is excellent, as is Madsen, and the
way their love story evolves is surprisingly
f resh and joyous. And the supporting cast is
good too.

But O'Toole is not really what is needed

for Harry, and hi, other movie roles get in
our way. His love affair with Martel is ludi-
crous because he declines to act it out (bis
hugs with Spano have more conviction), If
this bad been Richard Burton's final role it
would have given the movie ifs pro per
weight. But O'Toole's frail sadness is stili
powerful at times.

Hemingway is miscast too, although once
you accept ber in order to see where the
movie's going she bas some nice moments.

But this is a pivotai role in the film'sstructure
and you don't get a 19-year-old eartb mother
just by cailing Central Casting. Hemingway
can't convey a sense of instinct and ripe wis-
dom, tbat's so strong if changes the picture's
direction. -

So, l'il admit it - you have to look past
your assumptions, and O'Toole and Hem-
ingway, and some crudely shortened scenes
to find the powerful movie i saw in Creator.
But it's stili there.

ihé heari ' thé Syem. A worid caes À«fut eocofun Itterquamty pririte
computer wfth the raw pumer and features thaf gives you typewriter-like, elite
of machines costing twîce as much. (12 pitch) typeface ai 20 characters-per-
Wifh a 62 key; full etroke keyboard that second cri etfertead, bond or any single
has 4 special function keys, intemattonal Sheef of paper.
character set and more. 130K RAM of
dynamnic memoîy makes if powenfui
and fast.

The Abri 10WO' Disk Drive
A dual density, sngle sided 5-1/4 drive
that fiat ouf performs anything in ifs
price range. Up f0 127K RAM storage per
,disk, enough for more than 100 pages
of text.

TM TRADEMARKS 0F ATARI CORP

Available At
or Through:
Superstore
4821 Calgary Trail
12350 - 1 37th St.

The AUarwrter" Word Pmocesor
Rated by experts as thle top performing
word processor in ifs class. Simple,
yet powerfut - wilh many prof essionai
feafures I ike search & replace, headers.
cul & peste, tormatfing, aufomaiic
page numbering and many more. Fast f0
leam and versatile.

95
Complete

Full Canadian Warrmnty Bacloed by Atari (Canada) Corporation.
Consuit your dealer for ful details.
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West Edmonton Mail
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Lauzon Home Furnishirigs
11101 -l1OOth St.
Grande Prairie

Tuesday, September 24. 185

*< ;ý , , .'l. t.


