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today there ore letters on don moren'u column, the
university's treen, Iohn green's statement and clark
kerr's firing.

Ietters
~ollowing Mr. Green's rther crudely
worded statement in The Gatewoy

ion. 27, which does not give
evidence of beling of the scholorly
nature of o mon of higher educotion
f one judges by the usage of the

type of vernoculor, 1 would like to
see Mr. Green comment on the fol-
lowing points.

It is realized by some of us thot
aur directions in lîfe are token from
a religious commitment os odequote-
y expressed by Mr. Fred Cupido in
hs orticle in The Gateway on
January 20. If oppeors there thot
on this bosis ocomedic f reedom only
becomes meoningful as ploced in
the context of one's relîgious cam-
msitment.

A cleor exomple of this con be
ound in the Generol Theory of

Evolufion and its application of the
Trunsformist Principle to every living
-reture. The foct thot the main
bases for this theory are noturol
;election ond mutation is a well-
known one. However, less welI-
known is the facf thot these bases
are unscientific bases, thot is ta say,
5centificolly speaking these bases
ore open ta rnuch criticism oand are
net verifiable scientificallY, whiîe in
some cases both these elements seemn
ta cause devalufion rther thon
evolution. Yet, whoever dores ta
point this out ta some biologisfs,
zoologists or anthropolagists at aur
"ocodemicolly free" university is
labelled as unscientific, uneducoted,
or norrow-minded. In searching for
the root af this attitude one cames
ta the conclusion that if wos ta a
large degreee inspired by Darwin
end J. Huxley, who were imbued by
nineteenfh century positivism as a
result of the humaonist religion.

This theme of the "general fheory
of evolution" in mony of ifs applic-
ations, in porticular Uts application
to the origin of mon, should be
ohbandoned on scientific grounds and
could very weli be substituted for by
spontaneous generation; yet the sug-
gestion of its partial abolition is not
met by o thorough investigation but
t y a belligerent ignoring.

Whot I have "tried ta point ouf
here is the foot thaf scienfific in-
vestigations are driven'by a ground-
motive, or religiaus commitment if
you will, and that the result of in-
vestigations, the "s ci en t if i c"
thieories, will beor the mark of this
commitment.

Thus when Mr. Cupido speoks of

o Free Christian University it makes
sense in thot such a university is a
Christ-centred, naf o man-centred
community of students and schoiars.
This university would in the first
place state ifs ground-motive for
investigations of scientific nature
and continuously test ifs resuits by
the given criteria of the living Word
of God.

According ta Mr. Green, academic
freedomn is one of the virtues of the
University of Alberta. Yet, if is
wel-known that unless one echoes
the viewpoints of somne professors in
exominotions or termpapers, this
opplies particularly ta the humani-
fies and social sciences, one is very
much in danger of fiing such, re-
gardless of the knowledge of the
subject cancerned. This, ta me,
does nat seemn much like acodemic
freedomn but is indicative of dog-
matism.

n conclusion it would seem thot
a university as suggested by Mr.
Cupida would be the best solution
ta the question of acodemnic freedomn
and schaiorship, since it is driven
by a valid motive and is orientafed
ta Jesus Christ, the Roof of creotian.

d. vanreede
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t here are other causes more de-
serving of student support. There

are other causes more pertinent ta U
of A's student population thon the
fate of a dozen or so oid elm trees.
But, isn't it a shome that yet onother
of the few beautiful areas on campus
is ta be mutilated in the nome of
progress.

Of course, sewers and service
tunnels are more important thon
the shade twelve lonely elms might
provide. Especially sa when you
consider winfer session students are
absent when these grand oid elms
are in their glory.

Neverfheless, a group of faculty
members are no doubt compesing
an eiegy in the event their appeai
ta save the elms fails. The Save the
Eims Crusade may weii mark the
turning point in the continuing baffle
ta preserve some semblance of
beauty an the Edmonton campus.

The future of the democrotic

process in university planning hinges
an the success of this Crusode. For
if aur odministrators heed net the
odvice of those most obiy quollfied
ta speak on things oesthefic, what
foifh can we have in their talerance
and acceptance of criticism on
matters; se technical os air condition-
ing in new buildings, the size of
undergraduate classes, and the
f inancing of higher educotion?

No doubt the students' union wili
issue a formai cemploint about net
being consulted before the decision
ta axe the elms was made. Affer
ail, we ail know how deeply cam-
mitted ta elm trees and things
aesthetic aur beioved counciliers are!

Perhaps the Vietnam Action Com-
mittee wili cou oa temporary ceasefire
in their onti-American activities
(timed ta coincide with the Lunar
New Year Truce) ta demenstrace in
front of the administration building
about the needless massacre of those
friendiy old trees.

Refreshing indeed wouid be the
spectacle of bearded aesthetes
fhrowing themselves in front of the
power saws in vouiant efforts f0 save
the life of the defenseless trees.

The public image of the university
hos suffered. The "great elm tree
scandai" has confirmed the public
suspicion that the university is con-
troiled by unthinking, unfeeiing,
computerized monsters intent on
destroyîng the moral fibre of the
province. After ail, would you send
your doughter, ta a universify
monaged by eim tree ossosins?

The challenge is dlea
ignore for the moment
other causes thof den
We must, insfeod, roll
elms. Each and every
responsible for the weii.
threotened eimns-indei
whatever species on1
Do yeu want the destru(
tweive or se defenseli
your conscience?

'I

r. We must
it the myriad
mond action.
y round the
one of us is

chicken?

intramurai hockey incident invoiving
Hart Contelon.

I was one of those persans Hardy
quoted in his stary, and my feelings
were occurafeiy conveyed.

1 was sifting ne more thon f ive
or six feet f rom where the incident
occurred. Hardy was no mare thon
10 feet aoy. Whot Cantelen said
wos oniy typicai of a dedicoted
othiete who feels he has been
wrongiy penoiized and is letfing off
steam. 1 have heard werse longuage
ot professionai sporfing events.
'm certain Mr. Brown, the intra-
mural directer, has fao, in his
lengfhy association wifh athietics.
I might add thaf Mr. Brown was not
in the orena at the time of the
incident, so his statement thot
Canteion's longuage was "fiith" is
second-hond.

Mr. Brown aiso stofes "Alex had
ossured me he would came and dis-
cuss the motter before turning in his
story." It s my undersfanding thot
Hardy at one time even spoke ta Mr.
Brown about the incident. Hardy
says the oniy intramuroi officiai he
saw was Hugh Hoyies. He toid
Hoyies he would "sieep on the story"
for a night, but at ne tîme toid
onyone he would discuss the motter
further.

l-eing, of the Even if Contelon skofed 0f the
eed, trees of refereee in an ottempt ta, intiîdate
this campus. him (as Maren says apporenfly
ition of those happened), thot is ne excuse for the
ess elms on referee throwing the firsf punch.

it is a sod commentary on aur soc-

bill winship iefy when officiaIs exercise such
total iack of restroint and dignify.grod studies How many fîmes duririg hockey
games do we see players charge up
ta the referee, stand nose te nese,
and argue. Thot is what Canrelon
did, and f hase of us who witnessed
if wiii tesfify that he dîd NOT throw-the first punch.ror sneer irresponsibililry, DonMoren's caiumn (Speaking on

Sports, The Gafeway, Feb. 3) for
exceeded Alex Hardy's story on the

Maren aise questions the news-
worfhiness of such o sfery. Te that
I wiii oniy say thot, if on NHL

officiai siugged o ployer, if would
mosf cerfoiniy be news in the
Toronto Globe ond Mail, If on
intromuroi officiai hits a ployer, if
is likewise news in The Goteway,
and shouid be reported.

It has aise been suggested thot
Contelon hod been drinking before
the incident. That is nonsense. To
my knowledge, he has neyer fouch-
ed a drink.

Finaiiy, if was Hordy's right fa
give his opinion. His wos o signed
sfary. Even if if wos not, if wouid
not be more offensive thon the
majoruty of biased headlines The
Gotewoy tries ta poss off os ob-
Iectivity.

1 conclude by soying thaf bath
Hardy and myseif have one major
advontage over Moren and Mr.
Brown. We of leost were there fa
see whot hoppened. Thot, I feel,
makes us somewhot more quaiified
ta comment.

bob wanzei
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iwould like ta correct an errer faund
n the Feb. 8 edition of The Gate-

way in Mr. Melnychuk's article re-
garding free tuition.

Governor Reagan of California did
not fire Clark Kerr as stoted in this
article, but, rother Mr. Kerr wos
f ired by the board cf regents of the
university, as was stated in the Feb.
3 issue of The Gateway. This is on
insicious type of errer, one which,
when slipped in os if was is easiiy
not reaiized.

A second errer wos in ossuming
thot Mr. Kerr is respected, but this
is cf course, a motter of personol
opinion.

j.oa. graver
grod studios
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