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THRO.UGH A MONOCLE
THE MAN PROM MOROCCO

S ITTING in the lotel writing-room t Tangier, I fell nto con-
versation with an English newspaper man who had been for two
years back in Morocco. Hie made a journey to Fez on liorse-

back with a small party orf natives and an interpreter at the very time
wlien the Roghi was alive and besieging the presenit 'Sultan in lis
capital. In fact, he was shot at by the rebels on onie occasion, and
was only permitted to ride through'a district' controlled by a band
of outlaws on condition that he would not draw rein until he had
passed it. In Fez, the onlyway lie could live was by renting a house
from a local land agent-a fine villa in a garden which lie got for
some extraordinarily low figure-wliere lie live'd in the house with his
interpreter whule lis rnen camped in the garden. 0f course, lie got to
know ail tlie chîef cliaracters in tliat exciting drame 0wliicli so nearly
plunged Europe into war, and fairly regards himself as an authority
on the Moroccan question,

'T HE Moroc can question, lie says, is simply a matter of moniey.
A.The Moorisli goverriment owes a lot of'money; andthe ques-

t 'ion is, how shaîl tlie Mqorisli people -be made to pa~y at least tlie
interest on it? Tliat, by the way, is a simple formula for many a
great international ',question," which we usually 'state in more intri-
cate terns. Tncidentally, this Englishman has corne to liave a great
admiration for the Moor. In many ways, lie has been sinne-l agaînst
grievously. For example,,tlie late Sultan, wlio got into trouble for
lis love of European ways, sliowed that love by bùying many
European things. He wanted a bicycle, for instance, at whidli the
truly ýChristian adviser'or agent who undertook to satisfy this want
told himn tliat bicycles were only sold by the dozen--or possibly by
the gross-wlien the innocent Sultan gave this wholesale order.
Plionograplis lie ordered by tlie gross for the same reason-tiough lie
only wanited one-and the result is that nearly every house in Fez
now possesses one. The natives enjoy them immensely; and mny
friend said tliat wlien he liad caîlers in Fez in tlie absence of his inter-
preter, aIl lie liad to do was to pass out a handful of cigarettes and
turn on lis plionograpli and everybody was contented for an uinlimnit-
ed tinie.

XCEPT in times of civil war, lie says tliat foreigners are as safe
inMorocco as elsewhere. Thie system of government is very

responsible for good order in the district it controls; and wlien any-
one is robbed in that district-if lie lie an outsider-the Sultan s1iply
levies on the wliole tribe for tlie amount lost. Hie does not bother' bis
head about tlie individual offenders. Hie leaves themn for the tribe to
discover and deal witli: and youi may be very certain that they find
out wlio is to hlanie wlien they ail have to pay a share of the in-
deninity for the stolen goods of wliicli they have probably flot ia'd a
siglit. The city of Fez is divided into wards on the same principle.
and the head men in eachlward are responsible to the central 'govern-
ment for aIl that goes on within their precincts; After nightfall, the,
gates between the diffèrent wards are closed, and no one cari go from
one to the other iyithout a special permit. Thus if you are robbed at
niglit, it must be by some one ini your own ward. Just wliat satisfac-
tion there is in this, I do not know; but possiblv in Fez neiehbours

Sultan's influence and among tribes acccustomed to levy tribul
travellers.

M OROCCO is, a. very ridli country. Wlien its trade is pro
organised, it will pour a great deal of wealtli into tlie nl

which controls it. It looks to-day as if that nation would be Fr
Morocco may also bring great'military strengtli to tlie country
whidli it is allied. The Moors are fine figliters; and wlien pro
armed and trained, will make a most valuable addition to, any 0
France is to-day tliinking of increasing thie Algerian section O
army; and, if slie can get "a Moorisli section, too, lier African le!
may count effectively in the scales of European military ri14
Some parts of Morocco will be Spanish, but Spain is not likely 1
in for mucli military adventure. My friend told me that lie ha,
lardest possible task getting Englisli business bouses to realis'
possibulities in Morocco and to reacli out for trade ready for
plucking. German houses were mudli more enterprising, an
instanced' more 'than onie opportunity whidli had been reject,
London and picked up in Hamburg or Berlin.

THE MONOCLE MA

Statesmen-Father and Son,
JT.is not generally known that the first name of Mr. Austen Cliafli

is really joseph. Tlie good fellowship between father and son iý
shown by an incident which occurred shortly after Mr. Chainberlair,
rnmoved to bis Higlibury residence. The estate was ratIer bare of tree5
Mfr. Chamberlain souglit to remedy the defect by planting a nutmber 0I
lings in various parts of tlie grounds. Month liy monti lie watclied then,
and lis heart filled with pride. This pride was sligltly liumbled one eV'
however, when "Master Austen," liaving been scouring thie surrotU
country, arrived late for dinner.

"«Wlere have you.been ?" inquired paterfamilias, fixing the well4C
monocle, '-and wliy are you late ?"

" Well," replied Master Austen, witliout the suspicion of a smnile
countenance, 1 have been out for a constitutional, but I would have beefl
hours ago if 1 lad not lost myself in those woods of yours."

Mr. Austen Chiamberlain was one of tlie rnost popular postrnaster-ger
England lias ever liad. An incident of bis, career at St. Martin's-leC(
was lis astonisliing appearance one day in the refresliment roon 0
exnployees, wlere lie lundlied just as any otlier postal official migît.

A STATESMAN AND A'SIGNATURE


