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Thle smailpox shack and the quarantincd men.

Quarantined on the Wi nnipeg River
By "'SURVEYOR"

WJ were working about sixteen miles below
1Lac du Bonnet-six of us, under Morton,

aGovernment man and engineer lu
cbarge-investigating thie water-power

possibilities of the Winnipeg River. Grand du Bon-
net Fails was the scene of our experience, and at
this point the engineer of the Manitoba Power Comn-
panyv, Drake, byv miie, with his staff of six men,
wvas aISo at WOrk.

On our arrivai severai days before, Drake, who
%vas alrcady îistalled, hospitably threw everything
open to our- uise, inciuding thîe service of bis cook,
a typicai Frencbmnan cailed "Bushy."

Whcen asked to speli his naine lie wouid scratch
his hecad and look sheepish, then with a shrug hie
wvould say:

"Ohil tis dle sein as de man w'at chops de meat!
Bat in ail probabîity the naine was Bouchier.

'lli miosquitoes were badl, but nlght aflter night
wce lauglhed themi bu scoru as we lay in the open,
unider our chcese-cloth canopies. The rather pre-
tenhjous shack %vas at Iblis season of the year a hot
bcd for flics and, so, wais ieft neglecbed save for
the bcd of 3ouicie(r, whlose skin evidently was im-
pcrvious ho thecir attacks. They got their revenge
on LIS, duning the day.

A TIRUJ) and tiy-bitten outfit we îay on the
rocks after supper and watched one of those

gloriou.s suinsets s0 typîcai of our Canadian West,
,\ path of sunlight glistened and simmiiiered over
the water and peace was upon the wonid, itseemed.
Sudcenly our post-prandial ietbargy w \as disturbed
1,% youlig Briggs, thev irrepressibie .juvenile of the

-hpahoy 1" bie sboubed. "A sail ini the offing!
[ lis Majesty's mail, L'il bet my hat !"

A. unigue-looking flotilla bad come inta view-a
dumnsy boat paintedl red, flanked on either side by
a catnoe; a mari propelled each. They came close
an(] Ianded. A h1usky Swede stepped forward some-
wvhat iniportantly.

"Drake and Morton here?" he asked.
Secing no reason for a denial, the men figura-

tively hceld up their hands.
"Genitlemiens," thc visitor thien announced in the

tone one uses wbien wishing the compliments of
the scason, "bot' youir camps ban hereby quaran-
titesi.»

B3riggs utcred a tragic bowl. **Boys," he said,
"further subterfuge is futile. 1 have prickly heatl"

The stolid Norsemnan sbook bis bead. "It no ban
prickly heat, it ban smail pox! 1"

For a mnoment no one was seniaus, but it was soan
explainesi that Bushy, the coak, was the suspect-
his f axily, 80 bbic constable said, lud develnped
,,màll pox just after hie 1dbt home, about ten days
previous; so hc (and therefore we) were waiking
menaces ta thie community.

Bushy was the least affected. "My f am'ly got de
smnall pox, hein ?" he enquiresi, proud of thc dis-
tinction. "Well, W'at dat got ta do wit' me, eh?"

ln carcfuliy chosen words the constable informcd
hlmi what it had ta do with himi-it had so niuch
ta do with himn, in fact, that aIl his clothes andi
blankets, and even his mosquito net, must be burnesi.
llushy refusesi; they insistesi. Matters wcre bc-

ginning 10 be serious, "Mebbe voit dam heait' offi-
cier would iak to burn pour Bouehier, fiu, hein ?"
bc said with realiy fine sareasin

'The constables sened lu think, hoeethis
action unwarrantabiy drastic and cumpromnised on
the ciotbing and personal effects, pacifying bhe cook
with new clothes and blankts, whiclh were prescnted
him after a personal fuigationi as a gîft f romt flic
Manitoba Government. Those cluthes, Bushy ai-
ways referred to as, "de dues. King George gave nue
for 'aving nearly de small pox."

The constables turned thecir attention to the chiefs
and formaily presented tbem with about a trunkfui
of literature on smaii pox-its iuetification andI
prevention,

"You understand," said tbcy iii conclusion, *"you
ban under quarantine and no one can icave the
point."

Morton protested. l'This party costs the Gov-
ernment $50.00 a day to
keep in tbc field," said hie,
" and there is not a living
ceature wîhiu temi miles
of us. Quarantine or no
quarantine this o n t fi t
works to-marrow !"

Drake heartily endors-
cd these sttments.

"Ver' weil !" said the
Swedc. "In dat case, I
wiii find it rny duty to"-
bere he watted curiousiy
expecting we knewv fot
what - "to - informn de
Medicai Heait' Officer."

"Ill tell my mother on
you, if you do," aus\were-d
Bnriggs, in a cracked fat-
Sebto. 0f course the twvo
and tbe constables retired____________
parties wbooped in glec
ibîh some show of dig- The third and hîghcst

nity. hore-pow
We did work the next __________

day, and "Oie Oleson" f
carniesi out bis bideous
threat.

HEfollowing night theT flotilia arrived agrain.
Its crew iooked bed-
raggied and very sick of
the assidious attention of
the mosquitoce.

Bniggs stood on a rock
above thcem; ,bis face was
becomingly grave.

"Doctors," lie cailesi,
"do you wish ta look at
the patient's tangue? It's
hardly safe-ali covered
with poclc marks. If yau
don't believe me corne up
andi look at it."

A hurricd consultation
in their native tongue
took place and the minions

ot the law stood lit a safe distance. Fiinaliy the
.. poke~ CIaoeiaredI hi, throat and shouted,

'l' C Ileaft) OfficQr sax v~xou gentiemens nuUst
not levetiîs point, ani besidfes, the Shack mnust 1w

iDrake grew gcnuincly anigry, Ail the work was
duone in the openi w herc w e never met a soul; we
w ec sÎxtein imiles froîîî habitation. But burning
flic shack \,ls d!ifferent. If Il. (levelo pel '.nali
pox this xvas onily- reasonablu ; if lie did not deveiop
it burning a five hiîndred dollar house in a country
wvhere such luxiurious dweilings xvere race was sin-
fui waste.

"Il f on don't (I0 it, we xvill,'' said the constable.
'IImpossible !" retorted the chief, stubbornly.

'There are twclve of us and three of you. Boys,"
said lie, "are you ready to back me uip in this andi
shall w e sieep in the shack to-night ?"

An cnthuisiastic outburst was the answer.
The constables retired tu their camp acruss the

biay and the dense sînoke from their sinudge told
usý that the inosquitoes were still with therrm

F;arly next inorning Morton xvas at ilîcîr camp
to say lie was going to L~ac du Bonnet. Ile needed
provisins.

-Yon ban quarantined; ah'h1 loose ma job if youi
go," complained Oic plaintiveiy.

'l lose my meals, if 1 don't," was Morton's un-
feeling reply.

"Ah'1 have to go for you," said Oie, «'hiîrty-
two miles to the i.ac and back, wit' t'ree portages."

Morton told flic story when lie came back to us,
and there was somne satisfaction in the thought that
ur wardens were rmaking pack mules of themseives

in ur stepad.
Trh, fo)llowing afternoon, the provisions were de-

posite on te shore ami Oie called that lie had seen
the d1anigerons hcalth officer. fle saîd further tliat
lie had lit-n told in simple language which couIlI
îlot bu uîisuinderstood that hîis job) was as good as
gone if the shack was not buirnied.

"D>o it, if you ean," D)rake answered, "but the
odds are still against you 1"

At thiis crîtîcal point a canoe rounded the curve
atid nade for our point. It contained two men froni
Lac dlu Bonnet and the conseiintius Swedes tîid
to wadoff their approachi by waving their anus
ûoyard ur yellow sign and crying "smahl pox,
he(re !" They camne on, houwever, and the news they
broughit was a relief lu evcryo-e but to Oie Oleson
nîost of ail. Bouchier's fanîiiy had îlot sinaîl pox,
but chicken pox!

"This hiere quarantine ban off," said lie.

pitkh in Grand du Bonnet Fals. At this point 25,000
.r roughiy speaking, couid be developedL

"sy -in hie autdaor kitchen. The biscuits wentqnto the aven at his feet jut
beloire the constabtes amrved.


