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1correspondent of the Manchester Guardian,
ed Bngland with Mr. Stead, nearing him ad-
great audiences every night. Travel with a
ay after day; see hjm at work privately; go

homne; taik with him for hours after the
engagements are over, and you wiil know

nanner of character he is.
)u want a study in personaiity, read "The Last
rjd Testament of Cecil J. Rhodes: with eluci-
notes, edited by W. T. Stead." Cecil Rhodes
eiy regarded as the greatest Imperialist of
11i. Rhodes died early in 1902. When he
1 unknown diamondhunter in South Africa,
1 to see the Pall Mail Gazette. He found in
ýor a kindred Imperial thinker, and wheîî he
0 London in 1889 he souglit Mr. Stead's
'tance. Rhodes had made three wills. In

made another, leaving everything, for public's, to "X" and Mr. Stead; "X" to look after
ney and Stead to decide how it was to be
1 furtlierance of the union of ail the English-
g peoples-and to which he and Rhodes were
ect sympathy. This was aniended in 1893,
jeral years afterwards the wiil, which is in
on now, was made, with Mr. Stead as one of
cutors. With his knowledge his namne was
d after the Boer War broke out. In con-
with it, I quote a ýstatement by.Mr. Rhodes's
rMr. B. F. Hawksley:
quite truc that Mr. Rhodes associated my

U4r. W. T. Stead with those upon whom he
)osed the task of carrying out his aspira-
In the far back days, when Mr. Stead ex-

1 in the Pall Mail Gazette, the common in-
>f the English-speaking peoples, his acquaint-
L8 sought by Mr. Rhodes-an acquaintance-
ici ripened into, a close intimacy and con-
o the last. .Mr. Rhodes recognized in Mr.
nie wýho thought as hie did, and wlio bad a
)us gift enabiing him to clothe with a literary
deas they both held dear-even as the dia-
itter will by bis work expose the brilliancy
'ough diamond. As Mr. Rhodes frequently
-ne and to others, including-Mr. Stead him-
friendship of the two men was too strong

-oken by passing differences on the South
war. The removal of Mr. Stead's naine
Rhodes testament arose from other causes

>preciated by Mr. Stead, and which did
ilike to, both men."

TEAD was congruous in every company. He
we~r boasted about seeing great people--they
eryday human beings in great positions.
le made the round of European courts in
liad not owned a pair of kid gloves or a
for a dozen years. He iost one giove ,on,
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the way to see the King of the Beigians, and came
back to London without buying another. At Carlisle
one nîglit lie toid why he was neyer abashed in ex-
aited presences- *his account of how, unwittingiy, lie
dismissed the Czar Alexander-he didn't know what
fun lie had caused tilI years afterwards-was one
of the most humourous things 1 ever heard.

The dîfference hetween a snob and a real mai is
that the snob, when lie lias contactecr witli bigli and
miglity people, affects a deep condescension to men
of lower estate. Mr. Stead's behaviour to the
humblest journalist was exactly the saine as to the
most powerful lord. His wiliingness to serve ex-
tended to tlie obscure craftsmen of bis owui ioved
profession. In proof of it, I mnay tell something
of bis connection witli Jolin V. Borne, a young Mani-
chester wrîter who became London editor of the
Manchester Daily Dis patch ten years ago.

Borne bad a London letter and 3pecial articles to
do. H1e found a great, free source of rare copy in
Mowbray House. H1e also'ran a series of special
articles, covering the Governmenî's failure to prose-

ctite Wbitaker Wright, whose creation and wreckage
of the London and Globe corporation was the great
financial scandal of the eariy twentieth century.
The law offices of the Crown said the Companies
Act did not damnify Wright's conduct.

The scandai persisted, but Wright seemed as safe
as the men who were moving against him were
impotent. One day Borne was invited to see Mr.
Stead, who asked if his proprietors would be equaI
to puttîng up five thousand pounds for the prosecu-
tion of Whitaker Wright. Borne said they wouid
if lie couid influence them. Stead. said he had just
ieft Sir George Lewis, bis personai solicitor, and
that the Whitaker Wright matter being mentioned,
Sir George had iaughed at the stupidity of the
Solicitor-Generai, Sir Edward Carson. Though the
Comipanies Act mîglit not reach Wright, the Petty
Larceny Act would. Anybody could set it in mo-
tion by iaying an information;ý but it would be no
good doing that unless money were behind it to put
the thing through, if the Government re.fused ta
prosecute. "Get Whitaker Wright before a jury,
and lie xviii surely be convicted," was Sir George',,
judgment; and five tliousand pounds would do it.

Mr. Stead gave Borne a note to Sir George Lewis
so that lie miglit satisfy himself. Borne saw Sir
George and went back to, Mr. Stead, wlio said that if
the proprietors of the Dispatch wouid not put up the
£5,000 he wouid gladly write a letter to, Borne offer-
ing to give a hundred pounds if forty-nine otherm,
wouild do the same-that to start a prosecution fund
in the paper. The proprietors wouidn't. Stead did.
He did not sign the letter, because he was very un-
popular on account of his liostility to the late war,
and to this day it is flot known in England
how a provincial morning paper came to start
the London and Globe Prosecution Fund, which
eventuated in a sentence of seven years' penai servi-
tude, and Whîtaker Wriglit's suicide by cyanide of
potassium, in the law courts, a few minutes after-
wards.

Mr. Stead wrote an editorial about the case, prais-
ing Borne, and giving no hint of who had reaiiy
caused the law to, be set in motion. It was charac-
teristic of him. H1e was often misundeustood-
sometimes reviied. H1e was afraid to, do such things
as shift around bis office staff if he tlîought it wouid
hurt their feelings to be moved. H1e would stand
alone, against friends, foes, contented godliness, en-
trenched wuckedness; he would face any ioss, any,
personai suffering, if lie believed bis duty as a wît-
ness for the trutli as lie saw it demanded that he
stand alone. Those wlio knew him best, and were
most conscious of alienation from some of bis views,
will agree in this-that in the range and power of
bis mind lie was great; and in the ordering of bis
Mie lie was noble.
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