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oe at't see at, firat glanc2- but
S he spoke' biseteei ere fixed on the
face of the giri,, touclied bY the lat
glow o)f aunaet. At t*e cabin Carmody's
eye w ere quick to catch the good fel-

IoiWship in Which the children beld Mary
lwa4Em ,sud the déference of the
,Wbiaan towards the girl.

.]ètracilflg their moozlit way, Mary

broke an' interIval of silence with the

-1 dont sce how yau-,x .dd..ti There
isnt a- prouderwomai within twenty

nels. of tac Gap than Mrs. Keegan; ber
fateèr'. was a boss and she can neyer

forget i, aud yet shle took from yau

eugh moue>' to keep them ahl winter
-,with thé bays'iu achoal, at that-a»ndý

didet seem to :havethe notion that she
was receiviflg clarity."ý

1«1 ddn'tý,miaut aaybody to know about

this Mary,,",he.'ii, "eau Idep8nd uponi
you to sec. that Mrs. Keegan doesn *t

lt.iitofît,'slip into the cars of.*the

",yes,- ir," Uiche girl. -answered, "ber

gratitude would be the ont>' biug- that

wouid make ber do it. 1 think it is

beautitul '9f -. yu to. do se much,, for
them.",

While -CaTmo'dy came -with Mryoc-
casionally ta' the cabin, he. more., often
met the , irl at the shoulder of. the

mnouftaifl wA'li"9ne, ou thé. occasion of hier-
first visit ta the widow, Mary had cali-

ed bis attention ta the grandeur of the

river teariiig its 'way betweeii the narraw
gides of the Gap. Tlie> had neyer mct

by appointmnt, and perhaps the ýgirl

had quite forgotten that she bad told
Carmody . that' shle often came there to

feat. ir eyes aaid'rest her soul-but
the Boss 'had not!1 And it is certain
she did not realize that, ini those meet-
ings upon the shouldor of __ mountain,
it was of herself and ber world that

thcy invariabi>' talked. There had not

boen a human being in the whole set-
tiernent up ta the time of ber acqluzt-
auce with Carmody began, tô whorn
she had félt- iree'-ta talk of the thingÉs
that.were ilu-her heart.The realiza,
tion.that the. people with wrhorn ber lot
had.been cast could not underBaind the
things about wbicb she MI) t .wiabed ta

taik had caused her ta wibhold coin-
paniouship froin thein.

But this sensitive reseive made ber
onl>' the 1.eenr for the real compaflion-
ship whieh Carmody offered her-and

in su quiet a way that she-had nu feel-

ing that it was being offered. Sa it

came about that the girl in these meet-

ings above the rapids, did Most of the

talkiug, sud i he Bioss listened, for thé

most part, with now and then a quesa

tiorf or a emile wbièh drew out fresit

revelations of ber history and ber char-

acter.
The nearest approach ta a word c.f

sentiment froin the lips of The Boss

was wheu thèý'girl told him of the grief

and' loneliness following her mother's

death and realizatioli that sh"-~asleft

absolutel>' alone -in the world so f ar as

relatives or support was concerned-

"It strikes me that sorte get morE

than their share of the bard knocksy,

was Carmody's comment. .And then h

added:-
'If you were in trouble now, YO1L

wouldn't feel quite so desperately help

less, would you?"
"No, sr," she auswered without re

straint or embarassinent, "'after know

ing how good you ar-e ta those il

trouble, I couldn't feel quiîte so deserte(

as 1 did then. But the Menfloflit

family witb wbom 1 went ta live werý

good ta me and gave me a chance ti

go ta sehool. They fed me well-but
was hungrier for sym:paithy aud camior

thait for food, and they didn't ko

how tô give me that, excepting in th,

way of religion. And even in their i-e

ligious life they aie as quiet as theý

ae honest and earnest. Somnetimes

11,;ed ta get su wild ta let out imy feel

iigs instead cf forever kecpîng theini

thlat T used ta go up xîto the hayllo%

mi lien the>' - were. away and jus

suream!"l
Oecasionaily, Carmoiy had, wheni

-111o humor, talked of the big bridge ar

t the satisfaction it guve him to thin

1 lit every boit and nut and rivet ha

illefl put in place ta stay; that thei

i iid not,beeu a single thing slightedc

dishonest evasion or trick in tî

îiiole work; that lie iked tu buil
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bridges, not oui>' beeause 'it was his
business, but also because there was a
joy in lookingr back at the work-per-
lisps wlien lyiig awake at ight-aud
thiniking that the safet>' of perbaps
thousanda of people could be tiusted ta
those spans. And then the girl would
grow enthusiastie and say: "I thûik it's

something like Mnat i. teac inguhu
too."

Oue evening, 'as the softness of smn-
mer still heid the gràuud'against tlin
ovetdue, frogsa of -autufiù,. Mary fouud
Carmady waitnng for herat the Shoul-
der Rock. Before, she had alwayâ had

plenty of time in which te drearn before
he came-and often he aid not corne at

ail, for tkeir taîka were, b!'1n0 meeJis

at regular intervahs.. To..nigbt, how- -

ever be was utt uni>' aia-tng- ber.
but there wamsomething:'i the emile

*wjth Which he welcb5aed: ber'thai be-

trayed an unïusual qaality ina hie, mood.

As she took li r 'uualoègt o' the *oots

of a pine sh7e vaguel>' *oudered what
made Mùm secin a little different' than
bef are.

ile looked up quieti>', hawever, and

ini hie ordinary -toue of voice remlarked:
"l've been wouderiug just, howIý seem

to, yau?"
"WVhy, bow do yau tIenci t" she

asked in 'returu, with a. littie startled
laugh.

"Old? A lot aider thitn you, for i.'-
stance "

"Why, no-I badn't tliought of il
that way. I guse I hadn't thought of

«'Neyer mind," be -iuterrupted. Aftei
a momeut's sijeuce, in wbicli le looked
dream 1il>' down tlie Gap, b. arome and
seated bihefbsd er an theyield-
ing pine needles, claispinqbis knees with
bis banda and again gazang abstracteily
intu the gorge.

She lied become uaed ta bis lapses in-

ta silence and uuderstood tliem tua wel
ta e.;peak.»"Mry, le. fInal>' aaid, "bave you
bad the leàiît suspicion that I bave
came ta laye you, that. I waut ta take

yo wywith me as my wife wlien the

1 ig bbridgea» : fini shed?".
Iler face wet white uuder bies teady

eyes. She did not attempt ta !Peak,
but oui>' sboak ber bead.

"Weil, 1. bave. 'And beeore I ask if
yau lave me-orif yau wil'-I, waiit ta

Ltell you bow you aSeeM a' me. Froin
-boyhoad Iv~e been rather iolitary and
L icliued ta keep to, 1pyself. Tiien,- too,
-I got iutcrestcd Wi doing thinga befone 1

a was fairly j oüt fmy teensa. The work

B fascinated me sud I gave myself ta it

*with sUl the euergy of a soltar>' man.

iThere were famil>' obligations sud bur-
de ng, toc'. Betweeii ail tbesethiananad

the fact that the nture of -my wrk
took me much of the time juta out-of-

Ithe way places, I ave bd compare,-
E tivel>' littie association witb wamen.

a But after I had watched yau for smre

,t time it grew upon me that you were

aswect and goad aud-weil-.iust the

kind of womau I'd like ta live with

alaways 1.-' This beesme clear ta me after

we had had aur second taik under these

Le trees. Our friendship had been Bo mat-

ter-of-fact, go simple and unseutiment-

a ai-to put it that way-that I feit

reasonftbly sure you badn't thouglit of

anything but just simn[pe,'traigtfor-
L-ward companionship Nxith me. And it

r- you met me an that ground without

à any hitatian, or fear «-n.onsens5e. It

ýd lias seemed ta me that you came about

Le as near ta thinkiiig out loud wîth me

re as a girl can witb a. man. And every-

ýo thing 1 iearned of your thouglits and

1feelings in that relationship made me

t more and mare sure that you were as

v sweet and good as yau seemed. Every

e day haâ. imade nie care more for

e-you. If you will marry me, Mary, l'il

,y aiways bc good ta you and truc to you

1and "
ý Tears were iu the girl'a eyem as t hc

.in cried out:
V -You mustf't, I couldn't let yofl

t nari-y me. You're The Boss-and ]'rn

only-"
in "The fact that you've waited on table

ld nt ' qrs. Stiiton'S makes no difierence.

k You're a school teacher, whicli is a

td utuclih more intellectual pursuit than be-

re ing a boss over a gang of labo)rers--

or %wýhen it cornes ta compariig things of

le that sort. I shoulu be the one ta hesi-

id tate an that ground-if either of us
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