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The Late Ri ght Hon. Lord Strathcona
and MountRoyal.

lain-lioi, Abernethy. After leav-
ing selooi and having had sonie
exI)erience in a law oflice he de-
cided to enter the service of The
fludson's Bay Conmpany. ShortIy
after his arrivalinii Canada lie wvas
a'ssigned to te Labrador Coast,
wlîere lie spent thirteen years ini
uliat is comminiy called "the
bleakest corner of the earth". As
ii ail other un(lertakings lie
qîîickly rose in te servicec, be-
cause, as one autbority says, lie
di(l ail tingis so well anîd so sys-
tematicaiiy. W'hile in Labrador,
Donald A. Smithî as lie thien wvas,
met and xarried Isabeila Sophia
Ilar(bsty. who was his devoted
heipnîate for about 65 years. She
pre-deceased him in London late
in last year. In 1886 lice as
created a Kniight by Queen Vic-
toria. In 1897 at the lime of
Qîxeen Victoria's Diainond Jubilee,
ler Majesty bestowed a furtlier
signifleant mark of Royal favor on
thie "Grand Oid Man' of Canada by
elevating lîim to the Peerage of
the United Kingdom as Baron
Strathcona anîd Mount Rylo
G'enroe and MNontreal. Fsu ra
years past thie late distilîiîislied
inolîleman contributed a New Year's
article to the January issue of
The W'estern Blorne Mnh and
-lus last words to Western Cauîauii
can be found in last monthi's
inumyber.

The Long White Trail

«& U H,1 curse you!1 Muali on!1"
lie thim, lanky Indian, hold-
înthe tail line of the great aled

cracked bie i odyovrtescc
the cowering malamutes. Be spke
medhanically and wihhouî spirit. IT.las
doubtful whether lie knew lie wsgiin
the command; doubtful to0 whether the
weary dogs realized lie was addressing
them. For three& weeks now lie Ma
uthered the saine cry at leamt a bundred
limes daily, and each time'bis voice had
echoed strangely througli a silence Ihal
could be felh--ehedand died. away -into
distance thmough the timbered siopes
above, b lie -sacceeded by the bisa of tle
runners over the snow, and the Iabored
panting of the five malamutes

Breaking trall aliead of the sledwua
second woodsman-not ai- Ind*an but a
white mai. He was young and liglit of
figure. His face hoo, wbich peered out
from a fur hood, jewe]kd aid caked with
ioe crystals, vas, the face of a youth,
thougli today il was grim aid laggard.
Now aid then, as he walked, the lido of
bis oyes drooped 1111 they 'Were almost

celosed, tben with an effort hée would mouse1
himelf and alumble on with renewed1

Mnie the aled, 80 awathed ini fuis i bat
not ever lbthetp of bis noee waa visible,
iay a thh'd woodsman, who hook no part
in the grim rnonotony of.lbe day's rmutine.

" Musb cursyou 4 Muali on!y"I
Agamn Ile Indien -cracked b ý- whip, but

as hé did so the Msa of the rurùuers ceaeed.
The 1eain sed dog cWmly lay clown in
ils lracks, brealbting heavily.

..SuUp t ime, Bru , -William stated,
I 1wount isturli you tlliyen

ok.I lely ou you'nreblame lucky 10
lie able to sleep aà day wbiie we mush--
the Irai', i awful shape.",

--Wish I could sleep- ah -riglit -hime-
inslead,", muttered the sick man. ..Wbal
was to s eotiga, Willia?"

"A w. f enr, it. was a black wofl
Tsaw il d"stinctl giet the snow umder

the te there. Il wa standing watin
us Iil 1 got the rifle, then it was off like a

«"Tha'. kind of strange," muttered
Henrj, iipping from the spoon William
held ho bis lips. 1*1 heard queer hales
about black wolve. They reekon they
carry the devil inside lhem, but ail wolveg
do, for thal malter."

For a moment William was Bilent, then
he said «-i only ever heard of one black
wof-tfiai wae the one as killed old
Colbeft flessing two years ago. It ran
up bebind his aled when lie wQa ruahung
out with caribou meat for the Missi
Station aid pulled him down.-

.,When was that?"
":Two years ago. On thiâ veiy trail."
"Samne Wolf? I !

-Dunxo. BHardly think so.*;One et.
ita whelps, Ikely. Here, drink upbdoe,
it freesesy,

Henry swailowed down the eainder
of the aoup, and aâl bi duties ruens
William crept imb the sleq g gbusk
the Indian,- but flot ho le.
incidents of the day hung inlà isds
mmnd as an unwboleeome amst MW%~
bagin tebinatrila.

.enry,;hesaid Bilengtb.

have been following us bwo oitu
now. I've notioed the d *

tgh tliey'wind eân
"Osime muet . sse,

geSted, "or thebl.ýoui 1 e'
«"It's acar ebc
abundant. 1 eIel,
wolvet , un a i ovuh-

Old imdmgho .hwl lie
and they reekonteh. muiet have
the -Wolu ome rougd -lthe uock.
was bau about, anid -a&bit of ea
That's how ther hsw it mSut , oi
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Written for the Western;Homeé MonWyý by. H. Mortimer Batten.The Right Hoxiorable Lord.

Stratheona pa ssed peacefuiiy away
i hie meep ,on -tiiç norning of

Jan3xary 21s1, aI bis London resi-
dence; at the time the family
were grou.ped around the bed. Tiie
career of tbis distinguished maxi
is so well known tlrougiiout Can-
ada, more especiaiiy in Western
Canada, that il is not necessary
tù eniarge upon il bere, suffice ifj
ho say that it bas been given te
but few men ho render snch re-
markable and eminent services te
the Dominion and to the Empire
at large. In every activity that
bas hel1ped Canada to ils present
Promnent position lie played a
leading part and up t thue very
last woQked with the wonderful
energy that cliaracterized bis life,
Ao forward tlue interests of tiie
uand he loved so weil. Lord
Stratheona w"as bora, in the an-
eient to-wn of Forres in M-Noray-
sbire, Scgtland, on Augxîst th,
1820, and the littie luouse ini which
he tirst saw the light of day is
stili standing. His father was
Alexander Smith, a smali trades-
manl of Archieston, who was'born
in the parish of Knocando; hie
inollier was Barbara Stuart of
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