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tailor and verse milliner. sur, but thleit
woxods o' yourn "Bout heedin' tie coyotes'
cryin' ' will have to be struek out. Nobody
ever heeded the cryini' of a co:ote unhls's
lie w~as a tenderfoot. Yi- îighit worki
that line of. taik off on, thein folks at
your old boule back East, but ve cani't
plut anythiin' like that over wîtî tilîjs

S "You're righit, old inian," said a tall,
bronzed fellow, who liad beein o&thie
iind-swept prairie several years; "thern

-coyotes' yells iniglit inake ,a Iman turn
over in his blankets, if lie wasn't a sound
siceper, but lic wouldn't be scared bad
enoughi to get up and say ]lis pwyers if
he'd forgotten theni. No, Jinî' s verse
just won't (o, and .1 ain t truc."

Se Jim's "Tribut~ to the Prairie Ad-
venturers" came to a full stop.

if vers libre hiad been in vogue in thosc
days as it is to-day, sortie loue prairie
Edgar Lee Maste-rs would likelt lhave
given .thsonehi, like tiins, of
course without reference to tlic auto-

Lines To. My Oid Ox Teami
Slow-moving, ponderous and always in

low gear-,
You get me there, ycu whiite-faced

steers;
You always think, 1 know
Before you set one foot before the other,
But that's your way and 1 arn content.
Mea with prancing steds pass us by
On the trail every day;
But, say, you don't-care-a-cuss p)air
I like you and your ways.
There isn't any more happiness in speed
Than in your crawling, yen long-horned

breed.
Wby do they haste these mien of steam,

gasoline and equines?

Is there some haven of content, that lures
them on at break-neck speed?

Ah, nix on that happiness1.y speed stuf;
You and I -my 01(1 ox-tcam can travel

just a8 fast
Toward the Depot of Content, in our slow

ancient way,
As these chape vho make the old world

reel
To the jarring of many cylinders and

Mehigh gears.
Mefor the ox.

A youing "buil-puncher" in our outfit
wiho had aspirations to make himsclf a
poet-he hadn't been bora one-was
observed one evening sitting by the camp
fire evidently in distress of mi. It
transpireol that lie hiad been wrest-
ing with the Muse, for in the
rnorning, scribbled on a sheet of white
birch bark andcinh characters suggestive
ef a thumbniail dipped in tar or a burnt
match, wcere the foilowing doggerel lines
nailed to the box of his freighting
wagon.

Who's the scamp that causcd tlis war?
Louis Riel!
WVho's the chap we're gunning for?
Louis Riel!
1 would steal your bucking bronc,
I wouid thump yon on the "conk"-
No wild goose for yon ould "honk,"
Louis Riel!
With my thumb aail dipped in tar
Louis Riel! e
Your pass for parts afÎÎ
Louis Riel
I woulcl siga and ]lave you go,
Your exit woiildl îot be slow-
You'Il1 not have to shovel snow,
Louis Riel!

The Great Land-Seeking Trek

Inl the early ciglties, on the Western
jrairies, altrails led toward the Rocky
_Moutains. Most everyonc Nvas looking
for land in those days. and perhaps it
miay have been tihat tiiey wvanted to view
tlie landecape with the setting sun smil-
ing good-night on it-at ail events,
everybody journeyed iii searcli of land
toward the sundowîî poinP c f the coin-
pass. Land righit at band did net appeal
to the home-seeking advcnturers. Some
iiiaginary bea utiful aiii(lhej?(-red1 valiey,

away off in the great beyond. tlreNv them
on and on. A wanderlust aiid the love
of faring forth inito the uinchartcd andi
va-t areas cf virgini prairie. possC55C(l
tiiem.

It was neo mad rush sncbl as takes place
\%,lieu a reservation is thîro%%vîu()p)" for
lioinestcading, but, rathier. a crawling
iiiovement in whieh theold ox-teani bulk-
ud largely. There were. iindeed. mafly

()Hi t i l 1 the prairie Ira ils irl tlt-
\\e.There %wcre iiiuinrahe Iiili
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ani creeks te be ecrossed, in aal overland
trek, fron the muddy Red River to the
footlîs Of HIle Roekies, anîd some of
those uîl(Ivelituir(ou.. laîîd-seekers went
c'lear uiross the Plains and only stopped
\%'lieal tthe toligues of their wvagons werc
jamnme( right up against the big moun-
tainî range. Offly foir the adamantine
obstruction)i they'd have gone clear to the
deep waters cf thc Pacifie.

Advice on Driving Oxen
1 was camped one day beside Boggy

Creek or Cussed Creek or Weed Creek,
resting up after an arduous period of

Ftravel, when a young Englishman came
along the trail with a pair of white-faeed
and rather skittish young oxen, and a
covered wagon', loaded te the gunnels
with sttler's effects. The young land-

tseeker wvas travel stained anîd weary, and
obscrving that there was water, grass
and Company to weicome him, decided
to hiait and make camp. Re had made
the trip ail alone from Winnipeg, been
mired a dozen times, and had broken
the tongue of his wvagonoff in one of the
many bog-holes hie had crossed. He waël
still, as the saying is, "right up on the
bit" and anxious te peg out a dlaim for
himself and, incidentally for posterity,
in the far West. We ate together,
emoked and talked and naturaiiy our
conversation turned te oxen.

"These. baliy brutes ef mine just don't
seem to respond readily te 'Gee' and
'Haw,' and if one uses the wihip, %why,
don't you know, they seem te get offend-

1cd and run so as te spill the load," he
informed me. ý

I tried te show' h>i that the business
cf driving oxen wis one cf the fine arts
and tlîat anrtox-driver had to be mighty
careful how lie punctuated his remarke
te his teaîîî, particuiarly -%%,len the punc-
tuation marks were puit in with a buck-
skin whip-lash.

"'Wby, blyme, they're just cattle,
aren't they" lhe came back.

Sure thing, I replied, they're just cattie
as you say, but this great country is very
democratie and here, even the cttle
éometimes'have notions of doing things
off their'own bat. You've got to humour
the critters if you want te get the beat
out of them.

"HI-umour 'Cml, eh? Weill Ive been
icking 'Cml most ail the three hundred

imiles we've travelled," hie confessed.
"lHow would one go about this humour-
ing, that's what I wouid joily weli like
te know?"

Pat 'cm occasionally, I says. and rub i
their noses and say a few kind words to
them once in a while.

"'By jeve, you know, that does seem
the right thing, doesn't it? Why shouldn'ti
a man make pets ef his oxen just as most1
men do with their horses. 1,11 practisei
that."1

Some time atter I eaw him going acres
the creek bottom where hie had his white-j
taced p)air tcthered with stout ropes. I
ivas toc far away to hear the monologue4
but later hie came over te, my tent.

1"IWould you believe it," hie said, "thosej
critters of minîe, as you Westerners1
name them, met me half-Nway. Why onei
cf 'Cml even licked my hand. It's blymed1
lonesome sometimes, toc, and this talk-
ing te one's oxen would seem like having
Companiy."

Now when you get iii a tiglit place, I
advised, don't eut loose with the buck-
skin. Just talk emphatically and Crack-
the whip. It may bie necessary at times
te put'on enîphasis."ýSwear," hle says.

WVeil most Canadian cxcii savvy a
voeabuiary of that kind, 1I replied.

1-1 Cani do it," hle says, 'if put to it,
but, you sec, in England, it's considered
running te bad form te speak profanely.
But, of course, whcn one gets set down
ini a nîud-hole it a lters thecase some."

Tlîat same cvening 1 heard him liiting
an English love-so*ng as hie staked out his
teami on nlew pasture. amidlie told nme
that lie had decided to change the names
of his cattie from the alliterative tities
cf Brag and Bluster. te Je and Jolly, as
lie felt that the former were net expres-
sive of cordiaiitv anid gobd fellowship..1

,"Now about that vocabularv for driv-
ing exe. is tuut eaiiy fveli c up witlî."

lie askcd.
Eas jt in iithie %world, I answvered.

First time ),Ou sec one of thesc wiid and
weollv Western Canucks stuck in the

nuii ~~I h ruoN-teuin. jus.,t e îtii
car-it ai ~ouiiht-r îuîuriiiiuing the
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gamut et wordy notes. Fiîîest combina-
tien et blaspîhenîy and expression te be
heard in ail the worid, is frem the
tobacco-stained lips et an ex-driver, you
know. As a foreeful linguist and jîîgglcr
ef werde blasphemcus, the buil-puncher
is without a peer.

Next morning my %whilom friend de-
eided te hit the trail and Je and Joily
waded the creck, under the new dispen-
satien, like a pair of veterans. From
the sclid ground beyond, thc driver
wvaved his hand te me and then set off
on the westward trek.

An Ox-Raoe on the Plains
1'recall memeries cf an occasion when

I ivas camped beside a eroàksing at a far
west creek along witlî half-a-dôzen or
more adventuners on the trail. A dis-
cussion arose over the speed menite of
our ox-teams when one ianky bull-
punchenrctcnered te another's team thus:

"Themn cattie o' youns, pardner, jest
mark time on the trail te eternity. Why
ye've got to look close te knew ye ain't
always standin' stili.".

"An' I don't sec themn crittens o' yeurs
speedin' up so as they'd keep) a graveyard
procession in siglit, ither," the ether
came back with a snap.

The outeome wvas a race-an ex race.
A hlai mile course wvas measured off >on
the prairie andi the disputants astridle
their "ýnigh" oxen, iined up for thc speedl
ing event.

The racers went off froim a standing
start andl came uîross the prairie, at
times trottin,-. then galleping, with the
jockeys waving their bats. ...appiiig tht'ir
fliers with their open haiids and yeliing
ike Comanche Indiaîîs in a war charge.

Neyer gracetul cf movement an ex. un
quick motion is about as awkward and
cumît-reonu a bune'lîof nmotive power as
is te le seen on eartl, i, le- gets thereî.

Winnipeg
Ç-

It was a neck and neck r'ace, aînd juiét at
the end of the course, one ef the hornd
steeds veered from the track and stepped
in a badger hele, throwing himaelf and
hie rider.

Neither was hurt and the ridieulous-
nesef the whole affair suddenly dawned
upon us al, and it ýended ini everybody
iaughing fit te eplit.

Just fancy a city man-and there were
many et them f rom the East an& aise
the Old Land-starting eut on a land;
litnt on the trail with exeai. Likely
any et them hadn't seen an ox-team
betore tiîey ianded at Winnipeg, and as
for driving the critters, why they weren't
even qualifled for the kindergarten clans.
Theite tenderfeet had neyer heard the
words "Gee" and "Haw" and the "nigh"
and "off» side had ne meaning to them
when applied te oxen.

They tell ef a young Englishman, who,
on Main Street, Winnipeg, .was an ox-
driver for the firet time. He -shouted
"'Gee" wh-on he meant "Haw," and this
is the way hie backed eut.

"'Ah, 1 beg your pardon, you bally
brutes, 1 say 'Haw"'".

Crossing creeks and muddy sioughs
was, indeed, no siight undertaking with
a green, unused-to.the-traii ex team. It
,%as mure 110 knitting socks in, an old:
ladies' home -sort ot job-, but required a
man te be all alive. Put inte a boggyi.
place for thc first tilue, atex-teain was.
very likely te try te make the nearât
hard ground anti would et ten swing
about? suddenly -tlie resuit would be..an
upset wagon or a broken tongue. But
ai) expert driver coiiid do wonder?§ by the
persuasive p<îw-ers of voice and dimcre-ý

konarv novemelts cf the whip-bhut a
tenderfeet. yc geds, it was Wure some
siglit to set.n- ii igntiate hiW-iftt .AJOI-ý
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MEN'S FUR COATS
Men's Raccoon Coats-Made from ful
furred dark skins, especially seiected.
large shawl coliars, siash pock-ets, lined
with best quality quilted far mers' satin.
This is a superior garment and special
value.$250
Ail sizes, at ........ $ 2 - 0
Mep'a.- Plucked Beaver Coats-Extra
dark fur, made frein seiected Northern
skins, large shawl coUap<1 i wth
best skinner's sat'n.
Ail sizes. oniy ... 2 50
Men's Australian Coon Coats-Made
froin extra heavy furred skins, with
large shawl collars, aise bas a good
quality of quiltcd ining, a splendid fur

cotin every way, 50$70
inches long. AUl ize. at.875

Men's Chamois Lined Coat - Made
from extra heavy Beaver cloîlu, witl a
beautiLui Otter coliar. This is an ex-
cellent ceat in every way and extra
gond quality$ 0 0
At ................. $ 0 0
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