
CORRESPONDENCE UPON THE

CANADA. there can be no douht but -the great German emigration ta the:UnitedýStatcs ,would-be
directed through Canada. The nunber ofpassengers fromt Bremen ta New Yorklast year
was 67,142. I 0 200 ships enployed in the same trade, were ta come ýto the Canadian -ports,
it is easy to see Vhat an efflect their coming, would have ipon the rate offreights to-England.
This is but cne instance of manv vlieh imight be expected, were foreign vessels permitted to
resort to the Canadian ports. The ships are admirably adapted to the carriage of wheat
and fleur, and tie competition produced hy their presence wold not only tend to equalize
the freiclts froni Canada to those fron the United States, but the ships would deliver their
cargoes in good condition, and the shippers would avoid the damages occasioned by the use
of inferior vessels, which are thought not to be over estimated at five per cent. in the average
on slipments or produce froni Canada.

The American nierciants or the West are no doubt auxious ta avail theniselves of the
facilities afforded by hie River St. Lawvrence. Were their-vess'els permitted ta come down
ta -Montreal and Quebec, ihere ta meet American or ioreign ships to take their freight ta
Euirope or elsewhere, it is thought that a most extensive and profitable commerce through
Canada would irmediately follow. The American vessels now confined ta the navigation
of th, lakes and upper part of the river, would thon be enabled ta come to a port of
enbarkation for sca, witlhout transhipment of cargo. It is cotfideitly anticipated tiiat a great
portion of the inportations for the North-western portion of tie United" States would take
place throuigh the saie channel; and thus, instead of the lower ports of Canada being
deserted, they would at once assume the position, as commercial depôts, to whichltheir loca-
tion upon the great river outlet of'Northern America seemts ta entitle- them. The great
works of the St. Lawrence, instead of being idle and unproductive; through the means of
protective regulations which produce no benefit in any quarter, wouldtthen become a neans
of enricluing a country which the expense of their construction has now ekhausted.

C(onnected vilh this subject of the free navigation of the- St. Lawrence west of Queobec,
which the Arnericans are desirous ta procure, is a correspotiding desire on the part of 'the
Canadian farmers ta avail themselves of the Amnerican home market, wlhenever it aflbrds
superior prices ta those derived from exportation ta Europe. 'The price of wheat and flour
in the Eastern States intended for hone consumption, is ofteni much higher than the price in
Canada for exportation; vhen this happens tobe -the case, it would be an -imminense advan-
tage ta the Canadian agriculturist, could ie export his produce for consumption in the
United States. This, however, lie is prevented from doing, by a protecting dtyýof a;quarter
of a doilar a bushel upon wheat. Efforts have been made an the" United States to abolish
this duty, but the advocates of its abolition have been dIefeated by the cry-for protection on
the part of Amierican farmers, and met also by a difficlity as to the " most favouròdnation
clause," in treaties with foreign powers, which nuight niake a relaxation in favour ofCanada,
require a like favour to all nations with whom such treaties existed. It is thought,-that'if
the free nmavigation of the St. Lawrence were oltered ta 'the American' Government, in returnf
for the abolition of the protecting duty, the oneý measure ta be co-existent with the other,
the Aierican Legislature, upon that consideration, would be induced ta abolish the pro-
tective duty ; ivhile he 'abolishment being a matter of reciprocal- treaty, all'difficnlty arising
fron the arrangement as-ta 'the commercial relations ;of .tie- United States with foreign
coun)tries might be avoided. Thus, two objects in which 'Canada "is 'deeply interetd,
imight be obtained at once, 'throtgh the interest- wlhich 'Americans feel in one; and there is
reason ta believe that-this is not a mere supposition, but that it' has been the opinion Ôf
leading men in thò United States, Who are the àdvocates of' frc trade principles, and who
think that popular objections to the admission of Canadian 'wheat onthe sanie terms that
Anieriran wlieat is admitted inta England, would be obviatéd by perinitting ta American
vessels the free navigation of the 'River St. Lawrence above Quebec. 'Th'e present advisers of
your EIxcellency in the government of this colony, have in itheir places in thd Provincial Par-
liaiment, andi amongst their' fellow-subjects generally, expressed the views above set forth.
The Legislature has been almost unanîmous in enterlaining then ; and ýthe steps supposed
ta be in contemplatiòn by' Her Majesty's Governnent relatincr ta tràde and navig'ation in
Canada, are expected ith great hope of importantbeneficial resultà b Her Majestys Cana-
diai subjects ; seeing that Her Majesty's Government propose ta introduce changes in the
lawv, which perhaps inay be already considered and settled by lier Majesty's Ministers, it

may be thought unnecessary and superfluou flor the present Executive Council ta make any
further r'epresentation. The memorandun drawn up'-by the' Inspector 2Generaliwith 'the

approval of his colleagues, and transmitted by your"'Excellency, has shon ta Her Majesty's
Governient that the present- Executive Council concur in the ppinions expressed-by the
Legisiature; and this representation is-màde to your Excùllency nore-with the view Of
obviating any possible objections arisiiictfromi the absence af sucha. adocument than iin the
notion'that at this time the mensures in progress can-for the, present occasion be materidlly
modified by renewed imý1portunity on'the part af the colony. It is not improbble, however,
that in the progress Iof .any.measures proposed b? Herý Majesty's'Government, oppositionwill
be made by those who 'thinîk' themselves :interested in preserving the rennant of protection
afforded by the' N avigation Laws; and'it nay be satisfactory ta the Gavernment:to have'the
assurancetihat'this protection is merely noninal. for any beneficiI purpose,; and'ta knowth.t
ta Canada its effe'cts' is found already to 'bpracticlly and extensively mischievous. If ihe
trade is ta continue ta be drawn from Canadian waters ta the canals and ports of he' United
States, British shipowners will have' to 'compete with foreignxers in' the ports of thîat.country;
if they can do this succcssfally there, they can da so in the Canadian orts ; ifnotitis
evident that under present circumstances the trade' f Canada cannot affoid ta maintain a

anopoly produced' by law; and if the supposed protection:is oniy to operate to the desertion


