
"MI am sometimes asked by young people to recommend a course of reading.

My advice wo4/ be that they should confine themselves to the supreme- books in

whatever literature, or better still, to choose some one great author, and make.

itemselves thoroughlïy familiar with him. For,. as all roads lead to Rome, so dû

they likewise lead away from it, and you will find that, in order to understand

perfect/y and weigh exact/y any vifa/ piece of literature, you wil/ be gradua7jy

and pleasantly persuaded to excursions of whic/ you itt/e dreamed when you

began, and wili find yourselves scholars before you 7re aware. For remember

thai thre is nothing /ess profitable than sckolarship for the mere sake of r-

shp, nor anything more wearisome in the attainment. But the moment you av

a definite aim, attention is quickened, the mother of memory, anti ail that you

acquire groups and arranges itself in an order, t/at is lucid, because everywhere

and always ,it is in intelligent relation to a central object of constant and growing

interest. This method a/so forces upon us the necessity of thinking, which is,

after a//, the highest resu/t of ail education. For what we want is not /earning,

but knowledge; thai is, the power to make learning answer its true end as a

quickener of intelligence and a widener of the intellectual sympathies."-JAMES

RUSSELL LOWELL: Opening the Free Public Library, Chelsea, Mass. (Democ-

racy and oqther addresses).


