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“I am sometimes asked by young people to recommend a course of reading.
My advice wobﬂi be that they should confine themselves to the supreme books in

whatever literature, or better still, to choose some one great author, and make. .

themselves thoroughly famﬂz’ar with kim. For, as all roads lead to Rome, so do
they likewise lead away from it, and you will find that, in order to understand
perfectly and weigh exactly any vital piece of literature, you will be gradually
and pleasantly persuaded to excursions of whick you little dreamed when you
began, and will find yourselves scholars before you ore aware. For remember
that there is notking less profitable than scholarskip for the mere sake of scholgr-
ship, nor anything more wearisome tn the atlainment. But the moment you}uz;
a definite aim, atlention is quickened, the mother of memory, and. all that you
acguire groups and arranges itself in an orderthat is lucid, because everywhere
and always it is in intelligent relation to a central object of constant and growing
interest. This met/zoé’ also forces upon wus the necessity of thinking, whick is,
after all, the highest result of ‘all education. For what we want is not learning,

but knowledge; that is, the power to make learning answer its true end as @

quickener of intelligence and a widener of the intellectual sympathies.”—JAMES

RUSSELL LOWELL: Opening the Free Public Library, Chelsea, Mass. (Democ-
racy and other addresses).

<




