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Ibe Departmn.t. I ar not wholly surprised that there was such a wide discrepancy,
con:.idering the systern adopted by the Department.

Q You think the sys'em you have in Ontario is very much more accurate than
the Ameýrican svstem ? -Yes; more accurate in this respect, that we can get the
arens of^crops. But in a number of the States they collect areas of crops now year
by yea-- in 1 IL nois, Ohio, Michigan, Kansas, Missouri, and I think in Iowa. The
assessors go their rounds in the month of May. They collect the area of land under
the different cropa, and their reprts are made either to the State Bureaus or to the
Secretary of State. These are nt once used in the preparation of the reports. The
Depariment of Agrie lture at Wabhington is now availing itelof of the work done
by the State Bureaus, and as far as posible, it has, for the past two year, baen c->P.ect-
ing the area of land un-ler crops. Their statistics now are, I think, much more
accurate than they were four or five years ago. It is possible that the Department
was not as weil managei f>ur or five yoars ago as it is now; in fact, I am satisfted
that it was not The old tatistician was removed for political reasons, but he has
since been restored to his placQ, and the new Commissioner, Dr. Loring, a man of
very great ability, is in charge of th- D partment.

Q D es the Federal Bureau in Wahington make use of the State Bureaus?-
Yes. In i8 ý2 th.) Dipartment of A.gicajlture obtained a grant of $100,00 from the
Governtment to aid them in carrying on the work more efficiently. This bas been
expended in ntilizing th3 State Bureaus, and a secretary has been employed in each
State to report f>r the same. The Federal Government subsidized the State Bareau3
to that exte!nt.

Q. Can you give us any idea how a Federal Bureau could be established in this
country, and wlat its advantages would be ?-I think a good deal could be done in the
way of making a Federal Bureau of service in this country. It would simply be the
<arrying out, or the application of, the Federat i Iea to the system of collecting al
those statistices regarding trops, live stock, &c. The work of collecting statis'.ies, I
am convinced, however, can be more accurately done by the Provinces than by the
Federal Governrment. They have machinery which is wanting in tho Federal
Government-such as municipal and school laws, and other alencies of that seort.
Bat it would insure an earlier publication of the results, which is a very desirable
thing.

Q. Do you mean that the Federal Government would be able to publish earlier
returns, or the Lacal G vernment ? -1 mean that by retaining the local Bureau you
would obtain a much earlier publication of the results. Each Province prepares its
own report, and the results may be given to the public for that Province. But under
the Federal systen that would have to be communicated by ai the Provinces to the
Federal Governmont, there to be tabulated, and the resuits would be given of the
whole Dominion.

Q. You think it would be better to keep up the local Bareaus themselveq, and
have them to publish their own provincial statistics, and thon the Federal Bureau
could collect the statistices from the whole of the Provinces and tabulate thom for the
Dominion ?-Yes; the provincial Bureaus could be utilized for that purpose.

Q. You think the publication of statistices for the whole Dominion would be a
benefit te the Dominion over and above what banefit the Provinces would obttin from
their own provincial Bureaux ?-I have no doubt of that.

Q. Could you give us an idea of what you think such a Federal Bureau would
cost, when operated in conjunction with the provincial Bareaus ?-That would depend
a good deal on the local organization of the several Provinces. Except in Manitoba,
I do not think any Province has such a complete local organizition as OQtario has.
If that work coild bc done properly in the provincial Bureau i, and the i esults given
to the Federal Bureau, I see no reason why such a Bureau could not be carriel on at
a cost, at the outside of $10,000 per annum.

Q. For the Federr.i Bureau ?-Yes. Of course it would require the services of
two very good men, and they Lbould be good mon.

Q. Would not the establishment of such a Bureau as that very much decrease
the cost of colloating the cousus returns when that work comes to be done?--I do


