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V1 ~ Preface.

early years, the procefil'es of his-education, his home virtues,
his filial affe&ion and~duty, his focial and domeftic habits
and mode of life, we know imperfectly ; gathering only a
few rays of light here and there in numerous dire&ions, as
we follow him along his lengthened career. The reader will
therefore fail to find very much that he might well defire to
know, and that I fhould have been but too happy to embody
in this work. In the pofitive abfence of .knowledge, this
want could only be fupplied from the field -of pure imagina-
tion. To draw from this fource would have been alien both
to my judgment‘and to my tafte. - -

But the effential and important events of Champlain’s
public career are happily embalmed in imperithable records.
To gather thefe up and weave them into an impartial and
truthful narrative has been the fimple purpofe of my pref-
ent attempt. If I have fucceeded in marfhalling the authen-
tic deeds and purpofes of his life into a complete whole,
giving to each undertaking and event its true value and im-

-portance, fo that the hiftorian may more éafily comprehend

the fulnefs of that life which Champlain confecrated to the

progrefs of geographical knowledge, to the aggrandizement -
of France, and to the diffemination of the Chriftian faith in" -

the church of which he was a member, I fhall feel that my

aim has been fully achieved. ‘ :
The annotations which accompany Dr. Otis’s faithful and
fcholarly tranflation are intended to give to the reader fuch
‘ information
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