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man of fow words, cautious and phlegmatic in hig

FATHER BURKE.
HIS; PREACHING IN TUAM.
;--Efqéentaﬁon of an Address.

_(i’rom the Tuam News, July 18.)

The Spiritual Retreat of the clergy of the dioceso
of Tuam and Achonry ‘cloged on Saturday morning
(July 12), at the Gathedral, with a solemn Te Deum,
the agsembled priests having previously received, at
thé Hahds 6f his Grace-tha -Archbishop, the Holy
Communion. On Sunday, the 13th, after the cole-
bration of 12 o'clock Mass, the Very Rev. Thomas
N. Burke, 0. P., having knelt to receive blessing of
his Grace, ascended the pulpit and preaching a
magnificent sermon on the gospel of the da_y to the
most numercus and fashionable congregation fora
long time seen within the Cathedral walls, The

«clergy of the college, the town, and the country
around were prusent, and in the transepts might be
observed visitors from Galway, Athenry, Loughrea,
Ballinrobe, Headford, Dunmore and many other
towns of morc than one county attracted by tho
famo of the great Dominican Preacher. Indced, the
south transept was thronged almost to inconveni-
ence : many had to seek accommodation within the
ails of the sanctuary, for, without, room could
hardly be provided to seat even the- number of
ladies, who were not the least anxjous to sce and
hear Father Burke. .

To attempt to convey in a'mere bare report any

adequate idea of the cloquence of Father Tom
Burke would be futile. One must be present : one
must not only hear but see the preachor, as clothed
in the picturesque robes of his Order, his fine figure
drawn to its full height, his mobile features radiant
with the light of trutly, and full of the spirit of
earncstness and the sense of power, he bursts iato
a torrent of oratory, charming at the same time that
he convinces, but never sacrlﬁ_clng strcngt.h_ot argu-

ment to rhetorical ormmentntlon_, and gracing with
all gosture attractive at once by its appropriatencss
and its startling peculiarity.

The following is & restme of
THE SERMOX.

In the name of the futher , and of the son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen. The Gospel of the sixth
Sunday after Pentecost. Mark viii,, 1.9.

% At that ime when there was a great multitude
with Jesus, and had nething to eat, calling his dis-
ciples together, Hq snith to them : ‘I have com-
passion on the multitude, for belold they have been
with Me now three days, and have nothing to eat;
and if I shall send them away fasting to theirhomes,
they will fuint on the way ; for some of them came
from afar off’ And His disciples answered Him:

't From whence can anyone fill them here with bread
in the wilderness? And he asked them: * How
many loaves have ye? Who said: Seven. And
taking the seven loaves, giving thanks, He broke

and gave to His disciples to set before them; and | .- 0 to brenk, not to 4,000, but to the whole hu-
man tace ? What bread has the Son of God come
few fishes ; and He Dlessed them and commanded | 4

they set them before the people. And they had a
them to be set before the people. And they did cat

sent them away!
Dearly-beloved Brethren,—It i3 not without a

deep meaning that our Holy Mother, the Church, | narily use,—rcal, true Lread, and wanting to show
puts such passages before us for contemplation, as | y
those in the Gospel which I have just read for you. | bresd; amen, I say to you; he that eateth this | they proceeded wth their erucl, horrid work ; she
She has two objects in view. The first of which is | bread shall have life in him forever;” and f{e com-
to make all her children love the Lord Jesus Christ | manded them to communicate, and raid, % This is
with all their hearts and all their souls, with all { my body,” the body which was to be broken upon | out on the Cross inthe fullness of His agony-—~the
thoir mind and all their strength ; the sccond is to |
teach all her children their wants, their necessities | Living Body of Jesus Christ in the hands of our | Shestood all this;she did not die. Oh, mothers!
and their duty. For both the Gospel answers most | Lord, and His disciples partook of It. All of Di-| oh, Christians! how did she bear it? 1t was bezause
admirably. God commands us from the beginning | vinity, all of Power, all of Greatness, was there con- | she bad Him still. It was only when He went up
caled under the form of a little common bread. | to heaven that her heart broke, and she followed

to love Him : “ Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, | ¢
Him!

with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and | I
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind.” And | there ;—that was there, indeced—He wa3 man there
then I fairly ask with the blind men in the Gospel : [ —the Virgin's true child—that human soel, so ca- [ with you, He will sweeten all the bitterness of
 \Where art thou, O Lord,that I may love thee? | pable of sorrow, even unto death—all man was|{ your life. Hewill smooth all its difficulties. That
And Jesus said to him, ¢ It is He who talketh with | there, but all God was there also—all honor, all | which is bitter to day will be sweet to-morrow. He
strength, all that was to wipe away the sins of the | w
lieve, Lord ;" and falling down he adored Him. So j whole world ; Divinity, Power, Greainess, Grace— | when on yow lips is death and when that strong,
verything that moment lies under the appearance | terrible and inevitable agony of disselution shall
better than anything in the world—io love Him | of a morsel of white brend, truly changed in sub-| arrive, He vill announce to you peace: He will
with an intense love—to love Him better than | s
themselves—better than their passions—to love | Christ then said to His disciples : # You have heard | He, the greit God of justice, will anuounce to yon
Him above and before all things in heaven or on | My words: Go you now, and what you have scen | then comforiing things: He will come and enter
earth. We say then, Where art thou, O Lord, that | Mec de, do you also for all the world: go unto all | into your harts, breathed with your last breath, and
he nations ; the people are fainting on the way, | He will vhisper to you—% We were together in

thee. I am He?” Aund the blind man said, #1 be-

does God command all to love Ilim—to love Him | ¢

we may love Thee?  Art Thou away in Heaven, in | t
that inaccessible height whero Thou hast every suf- | they are famishing, they are dropping down into | i
ficient happiness and glory? Ah, my Dbrethren, [ hell; go out and teach, and whon youhave baptized | am He whum you will mecet in judgment” Oh!
hem, then remember this, your other power:| my brethen, do not fiing away from yourselves

when God invited us to love Him e did not pro-|t
these bleisings, the only happincss here or hereafter :

pose to us a ditlicult task, He made it casy—very | Amen, Amen, T say unto you, unless they eat of
He sent His own only Son, that Son equal to | this Bread they shall not have life in them”
'This is the Bread, this is the banquet which is| when the banquet is spread before you, and you are

. easy.
Himaelf, consubstantial with the Father, nnd elothed
Him with the body of man, gave to him a human
soul, and gave Him leave to bring all, by love, back

to God. And thus the Son of God became the most | dene in the Incarnation, and all that He suffered in

lovable, the geutlest, the kindest, the tenderest, and
the most loving of souls. He came to take away
sin. Purity was not only around Him: it was in
Him: it was radiané from Him. And coming thus
to save, perhaps we might expect severity. We
might expect that He would come with a scourge
—~with the holy indignation of justice on His lips
and flashing from His eye. Nol He came to make
us love Him, Because fear nlone would never save
unless united with that glorious reverential feeling,
which is the offspring «f love to God. And so He
took the gentlest heart, overflowing with the most
loving~—the most lovable love. )

Thus it is in the Gospel of to-day. Ho led the
people out into the desert. They flocked as to-day
around Him, to hear Him. He spoke of the flame
of divine love for them. He taught them about
God. And they weore so delighted that they re-
mained three days and three nights without food.
They were so charmed with the divine clequence,
and 50 won by the divine wisdom, that they never
thought of eating or drinking—never felt hungry or
thirgty—never thonght that they had eaten or drank
for three days. They were out in tha desert place
—four thousand of them—a surging multitude, far
away from: any village or house. There they were;
and amongst them therc was nothing that they
might eat but seven small loaves, which a boy had
in & basket. But God having fed their souls—* not
by bread alone does man live, but by every word
that falleth from the mouth of God"—He said to
His disciples : “ My soul gricveth with them, I will
not send them hoine fasting, lost they faint by the
way” Oh! the tender, gentle, loving, compnssion-
ate heart of our Lord! *I will not send them
away, for my soul feels for them)” And He asks
His disciples is there any bread amongst them ?
And they reply that there are only the seven loaves
which the boy has in a Dbasket. But taking those
seven loaves, which would not of themsclves Le
sufficient for seven little children. He lifted np his
hands to heaven,and giving glory and praise to
His Father, and inviting His Father to co-operate
with Him, He distributed the bread amongst the
multitude, and every man partook of the bread that
was touched by the hands of the Virgin's Son, and

the four thousand were fed by the seven small
loaves. Oh! glory and praise and thanks for ever
be to Thee, great and good God |

But you may ask why did He say, “ T have com-
passion upon them. Why? Could He not have
worked His miracle without saying this? - What
reason was there for speaking of the, compassion
which He fult for them ? There was this. Chris}
wanted to let us know how tender, how gentle, how
loving, how loveable wag that heart of His which
Ho bad taken—how He sympathised with man

thoin, to enable them to make their way home with-

141
and were filled ; and they took up that which was way "
left of the fragments—seven baskets. And they | p
that had caten were about four tbousand; and He | hands on the day of the Last Supper. On the even-

ing of that memorable day eur Lord took plain, | into His tender hards and feet (she was not able to

whose form He had adopted, s soul like to -whose
Ho bad taken, How deeply He felt that sympathy
of man for man, which is not in heaven, because
there is no hunger there; there is no misery there ;
there is no thirst there ; there is no pain there; all
is happiness and joy unalloyed. Christ then says,
«] have compassion for the multitude; I feel for
them lest they should faintin the way;" just a8
| when He raised Lezarus from the dead, He had the
miracle in His mind long before. And when He
came to the house where Lazarus lsy dead, Mary
came forth; nnd bursting into tears, fell at his feet,
and cried aloud, © O Lord, if Thou hast been here,
my brother, had not died”” And Jesus, casting his
beautiful eyes upon the woman at His feet, shed
tears ; and the tears-fell npon the loosened hair of
Mary—the tears of & God upon the head of a poor
woman! This, all this, was neccasary that we
might know Him—know His gentleness and His
Iovingness—and knowing Him that we ourselves
might love Him, for it is impossible to make this
contemplation of Him without loving. .
Beforc leaving this part of the Gospel aad its
contemplation, I will ask you now te reflect on the
fact that this is the gentle heart—the samo gentle
heart of Jesns which is tormented with agony every
time any man amongst you commits a sin against
purity-—cominits an impure act, uses an impure
word—every time one of you blasphemes—every
time oue of you gets drunk-——every time he is dis-
respectful and outrageeusly disobedient to his pa-
rents—every time he neglects the duty he is under
of communicating at Easter—in fine, every time
one commits a mortal sin, Every time, every time,
he really, though mystically, puts a lance throngh
the most gentle, loring, and adorable heart of
Jesus, and draws forth the blood of that heart
which bled for him on Calvary. Oh! ye thoughtless
wmen! Thisis what you do each time for cdious,
execrable sin. Think that you cannot commit it
without ence again making a mockery of Jesus
Christ! Does He merit such treatment at the hands
of mortal man? He came down upon earth to
teach us to love Him ; and for this we have—He
has afforded us—not only the argument of Faith—
the divine argument—that He spared not Himself,
but also the hnman argument—that if it were man
only that had done all these things for us, it.would
be hard—would it not ?—to refuse our love to Him.
It was this that the Son of God came down to teach
us to do; but He also came to teach us our wants,
our necessities, and our duty ; and thisisthe second
object.
What is told in the Gospel of to-day is not merely
an historical fact. That miraculous multiplication
of bread certainly came to pass. It was accom-
plished. The people were fed. There was an end
of it. Oh! but thers was more than the bare fact.
The miracle had a hidden, a sacred meaning. It
meant that God had comc down to earth fo feed
His people till the end of time; that He came to
give them food ; that He came to break bread for

out fainting under sin in the desert of sorrow or
temptation. What is that bread, then, that He

0 break, and to say to His disciples about which,
Break this bread to them, lest they faint by the
You and I have a right to it at their hands.
hat bread is the bread which He took into His

unleavened bread —bread such as one might ordi- (| s

ou how dearly He loved you, He said : * Take this | H

8

‘alvary ; and that moment the bread became the

t was not alone His own human sclf that was

tance into the Body and Blood of the Lovd.— (b

1d

offered to us in the Eucharist every day. Oh, Sacred.
Bread ! Oh, Sncred Banguet! in which all that was

P

His Passion, all i{s renewed; for where our Lord
Jesus Cbrist is, when hidden in the recess of the
tahernacle, as o was hidden during His lifc on
earth for thirty years, thereis God. Adorable Bread !
Adorable Body! Mpystic Separation! For as the
Body and the Blood of eur Lord were divided on
Calvary, so are they divided on our altars. There,
under His feet, lay the pool of His Heart's Blood,—
there, under His hands and feet, lay the pools ot
Blood which had dropped from these wounds, and
apart, lay another pool of bload sprinkled from His
thorn-crowned head. That blood, instinct with an
immortal life, and that mystic separation are renewed
again on the Calvary of the Tabernacle, And the
burial takes place in the soul. The heart of the
Christian ia the tomb; “ for know you not,” as St.
Paul rays, * that your bodies aro the hidden temples
of the Living God " Everything is as real asit was
in the Garden of Gethsemani.

And why did our Lord and Saviour do all this for
us? Because He loved us, and He knew that we
conld not live without it. God oould not help
doing what He did, Ob, the marvellous greatness
of that act!—when wo consider that every Catholic
priest has that power, and exercises that power, of
bringing a God down from heaven every day upon
our altars! At that sopreme moment, every angel
rushes down with Him, who would lease the society
of angels and of saints, and all the joys and beautics
and glory of heaven, to bo shut up in a prison—in a
tabernacle, small, close, confined, where He is so fre-
quently contemned—nay, so often trented with the
last indiguity, and the horrors of Gethsemani re-
newed to Him by an unworthy communicant !
When we consider this, we are compelled to ask
oursclves, why has He done all this? 1t is more
than we would do for another; for which of us would
seek imsultr, and suffer injuries, and shuft himself up
in s dungeon for his friend? Yet God has donc
infinitely more. And why? Because He could not
help Himself, because He is God, and being God,
He must love na God—infinitely. The greatest proof
of this infinite love of God, is, that He came down
from heaven to carth to snwe you—that Fle disgnised
Himself, because if He had not done so tte sight of
Him would kill you, for only & beautiful soul and
bedy can see God and live—one being only-—ome
blesssed being alons has been accorded that privilege,
and that one is tho Blessed Virgin. She is body
and soul in Heaver with her dear Child of Bethle-
hem and Nazareth, and whom she saw on Calvary,
nuable tohelp Him. The sight of fFod would destroy
us; therefore it in that He shronds Himself and He
takes the form of bread, in order to teach us that
us brend is necessary for the.support of our mortal
life, so His Body is necessary for the support of our
gpirituzl and supernatural life; '

1

who knelt upon Ilis body as they nailed Him, hid

saw Him slowly, shwly raised upon the Cross be-
fore the jeering mutitude ; she saw Him stretched

for a good while, but you will die at last: as you
live so shall yon die. TUnited with God in life, you
shall not dread fulling into His hands at the hour
of death. ay the blessing of God, the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, descend uport you and dwell in
your hearts for ever. Amen.

Grace officiating, with Rev, Fathers Heany and Kil-
kenny as Deacon and Sub-deacon, and the Very Rev.
U. J. Bourke, as Master of Ceremonics, concluded the
solemnities

name of Ritnccini, the Papal Nuncio, who played so
remarkable and important a part in the period Iying
between the years 1645 and 1649. Of his character,

relating to the events of that time. In modern
treatises on the subject it may be noticed that re-
ferences mcre or less copious are made toa narrative
of his laber in Ireland written by the Nuncio him-
sclf. On that authentic source of information the
Rev. C. P. Mechan has drawn largely in his excel-
lent “ History of the Confederation of Kilkenny"—
the fullest and most reliable narrative of those
events hitlerto published in the English language.
But the issue of a translation of the “Nunziatura”
baslcng bien desired by men who wished to see all
the availadle materials of Irish history collected and
popularised in this country, for the better informa-
tion of all inquirers into. the past life of the Irish
nation, nrd for the use of tture writers who may
arise gifted with the great powers requisite for giv-

plicated troubles and chequered fortunes: One of
thoso why entertained that desire in reference to
this pecular work .was the lamented Thomas Davis ;
and wo lelieve that to his suggestion, carried into

the volumc which is now before us.
this distence of time from his death, we find our-
selves indebted for a new acquisition to 1rish liters-
turo that large-bearted and sagacious patriot, whose
too early loss Ireland has never ceased to monrn.—

formance of the work ; the translation has been ad-
mirably accomplished; its style is clear, crry and
graceful, and posserses almost the softness and
brightness of the Italian.

Ircland, to the Holy Father, Pope Innocent the
Tenth, by whom he had been sent on the embassy.

Jesus Christ cotld notthen help Himself. ' Oh,”
said He to His Apostles, * what shall become of
them? Why ths. ©They will faint:and death
will come upon thum in the way., But I will feed
them” And how? He then looked upon them
with the eyes of God, not with the eyesof man. He
saw all races of min before Him, He saw you, He
saw me, ns we ae herg today; we were amongst
that countless mukitude that passed before the eyes
of God in the desert ; and it wes to us . He said, “I
have pity on then. Give me bread, that I may
bless it; that I may send them home.” What is
that home? The Kingdom of Heaven. What is
life? 'The way hcme. But in order to reach that
home we must eit from His haad that precious
bread, * Hoalone vho eats can reach home, and the
man who is indiferent and the mun who folds his
arms and says, %I will not eat; I wil look for other
food ;” that man hints on the way, and the first
demon that meets 21im—be it the demo of drunken-
ness, or be it the demon of pride—whatoever demon
of iniquity meets Him—flings him flat tothe ground
with a toach. Yey, it ia the blessed and 20ly Bread

of the Lord. * Without M¢ you can do nothing.

Unless you eat of My flesh and drink of My blood,

you shall not bavelife in you, Heis in Neand I
am in him who eats. We will
together. Iam Ged, and the s

stand togethe,. live
trongest of all

Now, answer m¢, or rather let each one amwor

himeelf and God this gquestion. Is there o nan
here who has not been at his Easter duty? 's
there a man here indifterent to the God who hm
done s0 much for lim? Is there a man here who
prefers the life of a drunkard, the hfe_ of a spend-
thrift, the lifo of a fornicator, to the life which God
hag ordered him to live, which God wishes him to
live, and which heknows himself is the only fit,
proper, and happyone for him. If thcre'be, let him
just reflect for a moment—let him think of t_he
goodness, the gentlencss, the love of God—Iet him
act like a man, and go and give up bis sins and in-
sane follies. If there be one here who is guilty, all
I can say to him i«—To you believe in death? Do
you believe that thet awful Lour shall come for me
and for you? Do 7ou believe that the time shall
come when the tumpet of the Angcl shall eall
forth that dreaded summons : “ Arise, you dead, and
come to judgment " You do. Do youbelieve that
then you must go 0 heaven for eternity, or to hell
with the damned br ever? You do. Do you be-
lieve that unless you go to Communion, at least at
the time prescribed, you shall not have life in you,
and that of those who frequent that Communion
Christ Himself said: I will raise them up on the
last day 7’ And sc ensbling us to obtain forgive-
ness, and by forgiveness to make satisfaction, and so
to test our love for God—enabling us to conquer
our weak fallen nstore, this Communion enables us
to conquer; in ife not only shielding us, but
“ raising us up onthe last day.” For what cnabled
the Blessed Virgic to endure ber great, unapproach-
able sorrows? “O0h!” says the Prophet, ¥ to what
shail T liken thee, for great as the ocean is thy sor-
row.” She ought o have died ; she ought to have
sunk under her sorows.
the Cross. She bved as no mother cverloved ;-
who knew her chill as ro mother ever knew her
offspring ; who livd in His smiles, and knew Him
from His cradle toHis grave; who knew Him to be
her Ged, at the sane time that He was her child,
And she was able to look up at Him as He hung
suspended on the (ross.

She stood at the foot of

She heard the nails driven
ee him then, for the burly figuzes of the soldiers

Tim from Ler view); she heard their blasphemy as

weat of death npor His face—His eyes on Mary.

So if you are with Him herc on carth, He will be

ill bestow won you the patrimony ef life. And

ring to yor fortitude, and strength, and courage:

fe; why thould we be separated in death? and I

o not sand hungry, and fainting from hunger,

ressingly invited to partake of it. You may live

Benediction of the most Holy Sacrament, his

THE CONFEDERATION OF KILKEXNNY,
CORRESPOKDENCE OF THE POPE'S NUXCIO,
Readers of Irish history are familinr with the

1is policy, end his acts, much is said in every work

ing full end effective treatment to that tale of com-

effect by a friend who was very dear to him, we owe
Thus, even at

It was to no incompetent hand he suggested the per-

The work consists mainly of & large number of
letters written by the Nuncio to Rome during his
stay in Irclund, and of a repprt on the condition of
the country, addressed by him, after his return from

esting. They bring before us in a remarkably
realistic manser the chief actors in the scenes de-
scribed, and . throw much light on the complicated
issues; the confused councils, the ever-varying com-
binations, aud the cxtraordinary events of the period.
‘The strength and the -weakness of the:national

ultimate failure of the great war for “.God and the

documents will be found abundant carroboration of
the verdict always passed by native writers onthe

tional interests—that the faint-degree, of: regard for
both entertained by the -Anglo-Irish Catholics, and:
their peenliar susceptibility to merely selfish con-
siderations, proved the ruin’ of Ireland. - The Eng-
lish blood of these men told in its own way in that
time of trial. That profound disinclination to sacri-
fice material possessions for spiritual considerations
or political principles which marked the conduct of
all classes of Englishmen at the period ef the Re-
formation, and indeed throughout ihe whole course
of their history, existed, only in a somewbat modi-
fied form, in the breast of those.Anglo-Irishmen.—
They taok up arms, indeed, for their faith, when it
was laid under grevious persecution, and placed in
peril.of absolute extirpation ; but a little concession
was enough to cool their ardor and gather them
into a-party distinct from and unfriendly to the
more resolute, chivalrous, and devoted native Irigh.
This tendency of the English nature, and also the
decp-seated antagonism of that race te the Irish,
under every variety of circumstances, was well un-
derstood even at Rome in those days; and we find
in theé\paper of secret instructions given to the
Nunciogefore he left Italy for Ireland, a paragraph
which sipplies a very clear evidence of the fact.—
After baving advised him as to the interviews which
he was to Lave with the Queen of England, then
staying at the French Court, the writer says:—

“ He must be on his guard against many English
Catholics at tha Court, whose zeal for thc faith is
not ardent cnotgh to hear with pleasure of the
victories gained In its rause by the Irish; on account
of the natural and undying hatred which cxists
between the two nations; the English always desir-
ing to keep the Irishunder tbeir yoke, on account
of their being useful in carrying out the decrees
and strengthening the authority of the Government.”
These words were written, as we have said, pre-
vious to the departure of the Nuncio from Italy.
Here is what he said of the two partics, in the very
first page of his Report to Pope Jnnocent, after three
years of observing and cxperience among them :—
.. The Catholics ot Ireland bave, from time im-
memorial, beer divided into two adverse factions.
One under the name of the Old Irish, although dis-
persed over all the four provinces of the kingdom,
are yet more numerous 1n that of Ulster. . .
The other faction may called the Old English.

to distinguish them from the New English who came
over with the Protestunt heresy. . The
discord between those factions may be attributed to
the following causes; the old party averse to heresy
are also averse to the dominion of England, and re-
fused to accept the ecclesiastical property offered to
them when the King of England apostatised from the
Church. The modern Irish, on the contrary, enrich-
cd with the monastic possessions, and bound to the
King no less by obligation than interest, desire no-
thing better than the increase of the royal preroga-
tive, acknowledge no laws save that of that King-
dom, are completely English in their prejudices,
and, in consequence .of their eonnexion with the
Leretics, less jealous of the ditference of religion.”
Later on in the same report, he says:—

I have done no other good but delayed in some
degree for three years the miserable peace, and in-
creased the desive for Divine worship but if your
Eminence will allow me to speak only, I believe
I have done much to unveil the real inclinations of
the English party who rule here, so that for the
future people may not be so ready to celcbrate their
purity and theixr sincerity towards his Holiness and
the Court of Rome. In trauth, they have ncither
reverence nor affection for the Church of Rome, and
lLiold almost the same opinions a3 Henry VIII and
Queen Elizabeth.”

Again, in a letter to Fatber Joscph Arenmoni, the
Nuncio, having sct forth the reasons whicl: induced
him to declare a scntence of excommunication
against the pro-Enghsh party in the Confederation,
Bays :—

% Perhaps it is well that the factions and the An-
glo-Irish of this kingdom have shown their perverse
inclinations at the present time, as the Holy Sce
may take into consideration whether any further
aid given to them by it may not serve to the increase
of heresy and the overthrow of the ccclesinstical
jurisdiction , and on the other liand, whether it
would not be advisable to bestow it on the other
party, the old Irish, who never in the memory of
anyone have deserted the Catholic faith, or come to
any terms with the hereties.”

Similar testimonials appear in various paris of
the work, from the whole tenor of which, and from
all other evidences of the actual facts of the case,
It is clear that the Anglo-Irish party at this perio],
as at other times in our history, were the weakness
and the ruin of Ireland. There is a well-knewn
snying, invented by one of themselves, that they
became “more Irish than the Irish themsclves,”
‘but the saying s not a true one ; they beeame only
half Irishmen, and never took up the native feeling
of thorough and hearty enmity to English dominu-
tion inIrcland. The quarrels of some of the most
eminent among them with the English Government
h fld usvally no larger motive than their own aggran-
disement; and many of the worst rcandals charged
upon Ircland and the Irish people, in ancient and
modern times, have been entirely their work,

Of those two partics the €onfederato Generals
Owen Roc O'Neil and Thomas Preston were repre-
sentative men.  The Celtic chicftain stood up
bravely from fitst to last for “ faith and fatherland ;
the Anglo-Irishman, though for a time in arms on
the same side, dreaded Icat it might become entirely
successful, hampered the operation of his more
competent military rival, thereby contributed to the
failure of the struggle, and ultimately turned his
s“:ord against the cause he had undertalsen to 1nain-
tain. The charncter of O'Neill, though st first not
fully or fairly appreciated by the Nuncio, won sub-
scquently his highest rcgard, and it stands out
brilliantly in his rcports, The two generals as
every rcader of Irish history knows, were directed
by the council of the Confederntion to co-operata in
an attack on Dublin, and it is also known how the
attempt ended, The fullowing passage from the
Nuncio’s Report shows that the danger of uniting
the Anglo-Irishman with the native chief in that
enterprise was carly appreciated by some members
of the Assembly:—

“To the generals were assigned two different
roads by which they were to meet toguther in the
neighborhood of Dublin, and each was to recover by
himself the places in the possession of the Protest-
ants, Hence, O'Neill, beginning in the Queen’s
County, took Maryborough, aad all the places round
up to the village or country of Leixlip. But Pres-
ton, passing by Gorey, having bonsted to me that he
would take Carlow in a few bours, quite unexpected-
ly and without consulting the council, signed a
truce and left that fort behind him. Everyone who
heard of this act complained loudly, innsmuch as it
was clenr enough indication that he was playing
double und was in accord with the adversary ; so
when his actions were minutely observed after ho
hnd thrown out continual sncers against O'Neill,
and had made an open declaration that he would
ot fight against the Marquis (Ormonde), it beeame
sufficiently.clenr what were the designs he enter-
tained. TI.:est‘: two chiefy, so different in their nims,
—80 opposite in their management of affairs, were

These documents, in every page, arc vividly inter-

movetent; the causes of the early successes and-the.

King," are rendered clearly apparent.. "In. those:

coursc of that gallant struggle for Catholic 4nd na--

_heart,

operations, o great adept in concealing his feelings,
the other very sulject to fits of anger, in which he
was 80 tash and outspoken that he often had to re.

ct with apologies what he said--so0 basty in his
wirlike enterpriseg,that he was sometimes called

intonsiderate. \AGf O'Neill wasdeld, ta be the
im t_a.tor-oﬁFabius)\m?q;};?,l;‘;restonlbgal mpared to
Maycellus. Alréady the countil” sa ';hth%ggg‘tg of

having sent this second general:9on \thefienterprise
and\repented too late of their x ‘g_qlutib.t?g?é é;?z__net:
thertfore, one night in the-deenést searecyjand de-
bated whether, in a casq ofg"su‘ql;f-.‘_@ecidédldex_qliqtion
of‘duty, it did not appear ngcéssary fo'imprison
Preston. The votes.were divided. " .1 "o,
So without going more deeply into s matter, in
many respects 50 momentous, the council dissolved,
But there were not wanting many whe prophesied
with sighs that a slaughter of the Confederates wag
more probable than the taking of Dublin”

In a letter dated August 29th, 1647, and addressed
to Cardinal Panzirollo, the Nuncio says that he has
at last discovered the precise designs of Preston if
his army had been victorious. “ He intended to
wrest from the hands of O'Neill and the Ulster peo-
ple all the places in Leinster and Connaught recov-
ered last year by that General, and, under pretext
of enfercing obedience, weaken him to such an ex-
cent that he should no longer e & cause of fear to
him. To this all Muskerry’s movements tended,
and to this also the difficulties threwn in O'Neill’g
way by the Connanght Commissicners, who hoped
by doling out the provisions in small quantities to
fetter him and prevent his moving.” This sort of
“ foul play” is shown to have been largely practised
throughout the whole course of the war, and it had
very much to do with Jhe failure of the Confedemnte
cause. To it is to be attributed the successful pro-
‘gress made by the English commanders in varioyg
parts of the country at times when the utmost re.
sistance to them might have been offerad.  O'Neill'g
great victory, the glorious battle of Benburb, is joy-
fully described by the Nuncio, who gives free ox.
pression to the high hopes which it excited in hjg
In one place he says:—

% O'Neill, at the head of his army, which congigt.
ed of 5,000 infantry and eight troops of horse, ag-
vanced to meet the Scotch at the Castle of .‘Ben-
burgh, upen the borders of the county of Armagh
The enemy, far more powerful than he, had resolved
to make a descent upun Leinster, and to open a way
thither by force. There were nine regiments of in-
fantry and fifteen companics of horse under the
command of Robert Monroe, & Scotchman, who
boasted that he would not only fall upon but eop..
quer the then disunited Catholics. O'Neill delfs:
vered a grave exhortation” to Lis soldiers and thb‘i
whole army, after recciving the Sacrament, rushed
to battle, in which, after a doubtful conflict of five
hours’ duration, they obtained a complcte victory,
The Scotch retreated, but being followed and sur-
prised in the mountain passes were killed to the
number of 5080. Monroe fled in dirguise; sixty
officers vemained prisoners, and, besides, O'Neill
scized all the baggage, six field picces, torty ensigns
und the prineipal standard of the cavalry, and, what
was of more importance than all the rest, the encmy
were 50 wenkened that never during my time were
they able to raise their heads in that province, I
should expatiate upon the thanksgivings returncd
for the aid and benedictions of your Holiness, were
it ot that at the time a full account of the victory
was written, and that at this day the visible praofa
1o_t‘ Our SUCCEES are to be scen in the Roman Basi-

icas.

In another account of the battle the Nuncio
writes :—

“The first preparations on the part of the Catli-
olics deserve notice. The whole army confessed
and Owen O'Neill with the other Generals piousls:
partook of the Ioly Sncmmcut; the testimonials
of their canfession were given by the hands of
O'Neill to onc of the generals of the Observations
deputed Ly tke Nuncio to the gpiritual care of the
army, who, after & short exhortation, pronounced
the apostolic benediction, and, instantly calling on
Bl}ctuilme of his Holiuess, they rushed to the con-

ict,

“'The Seotch cannon opencd the battle ; but after
many rounds, only onc Cutholic soldicr was killed,
Hand-to-hand they fought for four hours, with such
valor that it was impossible to know which side had
the advantage, altbough the Catholics, besides buing
fewer in number, had the disudvantage of the sun
and wind in their faces ; this last, however, as if by
a miracle, began to full soon after the commence-
ment of the battle, At length the general, pereeiv-
ing that the Scotch were about to retire, und assur-
ing his troops tLat retreat must he futal to the ene-
ny, gave the order to charge, promising them certain
victory. ‘1) he exclaimed, ‘aided by God and the
good augury of the benediction which we have just
received, will go before you all; and let the man
who refusces to follow me remember that here he
deserted his leader) Atthese words a universnl
cheer rose from the army, and the colonels all dis-
mounting, in order to cut off their return, the whole
army rusheé forward with incredible ferocity,

“’The Catholic horse broke the opposing squadron,
and having come to pikes and swaords, the Puritang
began to give way, disordered and confounded, so
that at last they were dispersed or remnined dead
upon the ficld; cven every common soldier upon
our side being satiatod with blood and plunder.—
Those killed on the field have been counted to tho
number of 3,343

1t is impossible, be saya, to know haw many were
killed in flight, but as the slaughter—by which he
evidently means the pursuit — continued for two
days ufter the battle, he thinks it certain that not
onc of the infantry ¢scaped. Sir Pholim O'Neill, he
says, when asked for a list of bis prigoners, “gwore
that his regiment had not one, as e had ordered Lis
men to kill them all without distinction.” On this
this latter point wu think it most likely the Nuncio
was misinformed, Sir Phelimn conld certainly allege
in defence uf such order, if he ever gave it, that “ no
quarter” wag the common rule of the Engligh in
their Irish wars; but such was not at all the,spirit
in which the Confederated Catholics fought their
battles, A testimony to this fact occmrs in the ree
cently published * History of the Wars in Ireland,”
in which the writer, who had been a participator in
these events, states that the opposing commanders
in this very battle—Owen O'Ne¢ill and Robart Mun=
roc—put a stop to all practices of murder on both
sides,  gave fuir quarters like soldiers, and halted
thoae inhuman acts before done ®

The celebration of the victery in the city of
Limerick, on which oceasion thé thirty-two captured
ensigng nnd the great cavalry standnrd were borne
in procession, was assuredly to Trish vyes an inspit-
ing sight. We read that “ the trophies were breaught
in procession from the Church of St. Francis, whero
they. had been deposited, preceded by all the militia
of Limerick, armed with muskets ; next came tho
engigng, borné by the unobles of the city, The
Nuncio followed with the Archbishop of Cashel and
the Bishops of Limerick, Clonfert, and Ardfert, and
after them eame the Supreme Council, with the pre-
lates and magistrates in their robeg of states, Tho
people wero collected in the strocts and at the win-
dows, aqd a3 soon as the trophy arrived at the Ca-
thedral, the 7¢ Denm was sung from the music of
the Nuncia, who, after the customary prayers, gaves
aolemn benediction.”

Limerick was fortunnte in witnessing such another
fcone soon after, when ten more English standards,
t:_\kt_zn by the Irish nt their capturu of Bunratty, wore
similarly displayed through tho strects of “the city.
These are more than once mentioned by the Nuncio.
Wriling to Cordinal Pamphili; he says: “The tak-
ing of Bunratty is of no small consideration to Mun-
ster and tho city of Limerick. . . ; Ten

still more differcut in their nature, The O'Neill, a

standnrds have beenm taken from. tho English, and



