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hearts. The oerrunning of a nation's
treaeury arese from the home-prepared
offeringa ef a multitude of households,
Ex. xxxvi., 1-5. Whiatever is good or
great originates in heme thoughts and
purposes. If the wrongs of races are
te be redressed ; if the wverld's evangeli-
zation is te bo attempted ; or if the cof-
fers of an empire are te be filled, homes
muet find the means. Such were the
divinely-instituted arrangements for al
the requirements of the Je-%vish eystem.
Such aise was the injunctien of Infinite
Wiedom, te meet the oxigency of oarly
Christian feliowship. The histery of
centuries proves, that only the practice
of home personal offerings will ever fi11
the treaeury of Cod, and aise that " the
foolishness of God is -%viser than men,
and the weakness of God strenger than
men.">

A family once shed a brigh ter lusýre on
humanity than any royal line of Coesars,
or Tudors, tho family at Bothany. It wvas
its priviiego te -%elceme te its board the
great Preprieter of ail, 'wvhon a voluntary
exile frein heaven. Shiould we net joy
te entertain this noble gyuost ? He tells
us that we do, when wo heal and re-
liovo lie friende. Arounci the douîostic
hearth the tendereet chords of nature
vibrate, and the kindliest projecte origi-
nato. Leving families start the minute
nuel, which uniting in the broad channel
of charity, leave a thousand blessinge
along its course.

Our highiet and swoetest conception of
heaven is that of a vast famiiy, ef whichi
God is the Father, Christ the Eider
Brothier; and the Holy Spirit the ail-
perpetuating bond of unity and blies.
Oh ! the love that will thon beat in every
heart towards the universal brotherhod!
But the ability te confeor on themi any
eoul-enriching good will net thon be ours.
If a regretful thought can thon ho
feit, wiil it net ho that we had net
more extensively transmuted the pois
ished troasuros of tinie into those of
eternity î While yet thon we romain
here, lot us apply a good portion of
gaine on the Sabbath te 'ivin seuls te
glery, rather than te store it up for the
master te destroy.

Lot (3hristians labour as the Redeerner
intended they shouid, te form such a
faniily, the aggrogato of their many

bouseholds, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2; Gai. vi. 10.
Are not families which thus on the Sab-

bath apply their treasures of earth, mest
likely to spend togntlîer an eternal Sab-
bath in the felicities of heaven ?

The question ie sometimes put in a
captious spirit, what can 1 give? We are
justified in net giving, oniy when we do
net receive. Every receiver should give
something. Oh1, the infatuation and
meanness of those who hope for a blood-
bought hoaven through Christ, and yot
systernatically withliold ail they caiî
from. furthering the grand design of his
agonies and death !

The plea of dificu1ty as te proportien,
by those who hiave te solvo how a seul,
lest by selfisli unfaithfulness, can be
saved, is siniply monstreus. And shall
those refuse to sacrifice a part of their
possessions for the werk ef God, whose
only hope of salvation is connectedl witli
the surrender of life itef,> if demanded 1
If any forgt their stewardship, and assumn-
ing full preprietorship, withhold -%vlat
Christ demands, they thereby seal their
own infamy and doomr as unfaithful ser-
vants !

Only by soe comprehiensivo action
can justice ho, done te every claini-a
method which mnakes the interests of
religion one of the grent items of family
expenditure, in the ratio of income; one
of the main branches of eutlay. Thus it
was with Jewish families. \Vhy sheuld
it net -%vith Christian families?î The (le-
mands of romimerce and social if e are
met nmid favouring' influences. Only
under the hnllied influence of the
Christian Sabbath and houeehold, wili
the cahims of the Savieur's glory ebtaini
due consideration. A minister improved
the j ubilee of a areat Missienary Sociel y
by reviewing its past history, inviting
free-will offeringis. The day foilowing
a prospereus tradesman said, "I1 theughit
yeeterday I would give £5, but I wiil
think of it. On the Friday hoe gave £2.

Where but in Chiristian families,
wvhere parental affection best rofiects
divine goodness and mercy as oncirciug
the household of its love, and where the
parental heart realizes seone feeble sym-
pathy with the great Father of ail for
the blise of each, are adequate funds
iikeîy te, be supplied?

Just appreciatien of pastoral services,


