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DPu.IVrEEn IN LEI-oSr .iviv HALL, BIIITIS11 COLUMBIAx~,
11V JAS. G. SWAN.

j[r. Speaker, L<i<loeq aild Gextlenicn:
Ilefore comnxneing iny account cf Queen Charlotte

Iltdit wiIl perhaps be proper for nie, as it -,vil
Ilo <loubt ixterest sone aiong, you, to inforru yon
%whjy 1, anl Alierican citizen, slxldl have been sent
bv the Anierieaîî Goverment on a scientifir explora-
lion to the Queen Charlotte Islands, Britisx Coluru-
li i. Thxis lewds rue te give a, brief accouut cf the
Smiitliollian Instituition, und1(er Whoxe auspices uniy
visit to thoso islands ivas mxade.

Sithsni81ant Institution.
The Smitlisoianii, is not an Instituite, but an IAsti-

tuSi of Iistitte, se to speak. having undffer its iru-
inedinte direction and charge, the Institution l)reper,
Iwhiehi is the Exeeutive headl. The United States
Fisli Comni-i'sion, the National Museuni and the Bu-
'reau of Ethnology; it is, in short, vhîat, a îunversity
is te a college. It is governied by a Board of

ciIegents, cf whiclh the Chief Justice cf the Sa-
prenie Court cf the United States is President; the
othiers are the Vice-President ef the United States,
nipinihers of the Seniate and lieuse cf Represenita-
tiveq, and distinpguis lied citizenis of varions States.
Tliere art, fourteeii rueinbers cf the Board. The
nienibers ex-oflicio are, the President cf the United
States, the Judges cf the Suiprcine Court, and the ex-
centive hepads of aIl1 the departnhents cf Governruent.

Thie Secretary of the Board is Prof. Spencer F. Batird,
w'ho is the chief exeutive efilcer.

The Sînithsonian Institution wasq founded, and the
firt nieeting lhcld iii Decemnber, 1847. The name
is a<cp te frein its founder, James Sinithison, a

irealthy Euglish gentleman cf great scientiflo attain-
nients, who was boriu about the, ycar 1754, and wvIo
(lied iii France iii 1829. Hoe Nw is the son cf Hugli,
tuie first Dulie cf Northîumbherland, and Elizabeth,
]ieiress; cf the Hun'-erfords cf Studley, and niec te
Clîurles, the prend Inuke cf Sonierset.

Tiie will of Janmes Sinithison contaîinei these wiords:
"I I1eilt<,.ttl the whole of my proporty to the United
Stites cf Ainerica, te found at W-ashingtou, under
ti-e naine cf the Sniitlisoniani Institution, an estab-
bislimieit for the increase and diffusion cf k-newledge
anîoîng ni." This will, which was very voluininous,
Iumîd tirst bequeathied varions annuities, -Whichi have
1l)nm si,îce expired, was dated October 23rd, 1826,

-nd %as provvd iii the Prerogative Court cf Canter-
bîîrv, b)v -Mr. Charles Drumnînnd, a London banker,
oit the iourth cf Nevemnber, 1829.

Tite first anniouncemnent muade te the Anierican
Governient' cf the fict that the United States liad

becnîo e tîtl d to th bquest cf Smitlisoni, ivas in
1835, bunt the amnnt cf te bequest was net flully re-
ceivecl tilI August, 1838, whcun the qhip Mediator ar-
rived iii Newv York bringîng 104,9601, 8s. 6d. in gold,

whvlîih was re-coined inta Ainerican înoey at i..e
United States nîint iii Philadeliia, producinug '. $*5O8,-
318.46, as tho bequcst of <îmithson, whielh amoount
nas deposited iii thîe Treasury of the United States,

Who becarue trustees of the tnn, whiere it reiaied
tili AugusW, 1846, ~~îna bill passed Congress, whichi
becanme a law~, and under it the Srnithsoiant Iîîst;t-
tien wvas organize1, with the late Professer Joseph
Henry as its first Secretary and executive oficer.

The interest 0o1 the Smithsonian fund is applied te-
wards defrayîng the expense of the Institution l)roper,
an(l is a(lded to by direct animal appropriations froîn
Congress for the varions Bureaus connected w itli it.

l'le Occasion of Mly J7isit to Qitcn Ohnirlotte Isleiîi.
I hiad for mnaîy years beeil interestcd in the stiffly

of the Inid-ans of the Northwest coast, particularly
the Haidas, of Queni Charlotte Islands. aîîd in 1873
I prepared a~ Ineinoir on these Indians, iiCcom)alied
'witli Sketches of their carvings and tattoo designs.
This nierueir w is publishied by the Smnitlisonian Ixî-
stitution, ini Contributions te Xnowledge, No. 267,
July, 1874. lu the notice by the Secrctary, Professer
Henry says that "the miemoir is a valuable conltribu-
tion to our general knowledge of anthrepology and
arcliaeelogy, while yielding besifdes a special conitin-
gent to the ethnolegy of the North Ainerican Conti-
nent. Under the latter ef thiese heads, it raises some
questions of great significance, whieli it is heped. Yill
lead te fürther investigaticni."

Prof. Henry ivas personally very inucli interested
te have nie inakle fuirthier investigations concerning the
Haida Indians, but îîo arrangement wvas ruade dur-
ing bis life tinie, as lie died on the l3thi of May, 1878,
and, althiougli I went te Alaska in 1875, te procure
articles of Indian manufaicture for the Centennial Ex-
hibition at Philadeiphia, there was ne Provision ruade
for xny Tisitiug Qucen Charlotte Islands until 1883,
wlien 1 was icistructed by Prof. Baird, te ruade collec-
tions for tho United States Fish Commission, the
National Museumn, and the Bureau of E thnology, ami
te obtain ail the useful knowlcdge I ceuld relative te
the inanners and cuistorus of tixe Haidas, of Qixeen
Charlot-te Islands ; in short, te complote, as far as
possible, niy work commenccd in 1873.

Voyage to Qiteen Charlotte Islawds.
In acordance with. these instructions, I left Vic-

toria for Qucen Charlotte Islands, on the stcaîner
Otterj Capt. Moyer, on thie.1Sth day cf Junie, 1883,
and after calhing at the varions way ports, I arrivcd
at Massott, on the north end( of draha~iî Island, on
Monday, June 25t1î, and was hospitably received,
and conifortable quart-ers assigîîed nie by Alexander
McKenzic, Est,! iii charge of thio Hudson Bay Coru-
pany s post at Iassett.

1 was accoxnpanicd from Victoria by mny only assist-
ant, a vong Haida iaxned Joiny Kit fllswa, a very
iixtelIi,;ent Indiaun wvho speaks good Englisli, and -vlxe
was oÎgrcat adlvmatage t, rue as initerpretor aîd pur-
chaser cf articles of Indian manufacture, as wel as
general servant. I liad ne occasion for the services
of a white maxi, and consequently teck none ini any
capacit. Perhaps, if I liad been accompani(1 by
au initelligent whiite ruan as a botanist, I nnghit possi-
bl ' have added te our knowled&, cf tho fiera cf the
islands, but net being able te ruake extended tours
inland fer collections, 1 hadl te rely on Pawson's
descriptions in his publishied account cf his geolegi-
cal siirvey of tixose islands, ruade in 1878-79, and se


