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§ It is not sacrilegious to think that if the tathers of
Confederation could enjoy a resurrection in the flesh
thev would regard their work as being ideally suited
w [’\\('HUL‘”I century conditions. They would scarcely
::-cugnizc the country thc_\' served so well. Becom-
g accustomigd to the changed faces of things they
would naturally inheritors of their
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the household where the \\\.’u)tnmg clothes .of miancy
most fittingly repose They might dissent radically
from the preamble of the premiers’ declaration, placed
in the forefront of therr repetition ot the 1002 de

is. that the increase of subsidies (s “in the (nterest

" and “essential to the develop

ment of the provinces.”

It is really as important to the wise adminstration
of public affairs that therc should be no cxpenditure
vithout direct responsibility for collecting the money,
as that there should be no taxation without representa-
Yion. The evil of insufficicnt appreciation of the re

sponsibilities of nhr:-r!wrd:il'. which always threatens
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hnancial corporations, i1s just as likely to extend to
paliticians and even statesmen, who cannot be teld to
account by their constituents for the imposition of

taxes which they may so lightly spend.. If the Do-

minion Minister of Fisdnce were sufiiciently of a,

fairy godmother to be able to dispense gul«l('n favors
’f‘y»tai‘ne(l from Nowhere, the tendency of the custom
{-dispensing largesse {0 provincial _governments,
would be against the public interest, in the long run.
But where the Dominion money-box is filled by the
sime people who are in danger of believing that what
f’-‘ze,'v obtain from it, is @ gift from some superior
Benevolence, the position becomes almost a joke, and
S \bpmuuh‘;y unsuited to the habits of governmental
entitics which have passed from adolescence into the
'vlfl']l‘ty\' of manhood. ¢
Here is the Province of Ontario, the banner pro-
vince of the Dominion, declaring that it is essential to
its dv\'clopnu‘nr. that it should get mgre money form
Uttawa—the money” which it first sends to Ottawa. It
§ fardly essential to the development of manly On-
tario to pass around the hat in the fashion of a needy
Fuppliant, who does not realize that he is really r("i(‘\t—
g Peter to pay Panl. Of course, so Yong as the pre-
federation claim continues dominant in this enorm-
07‘15]_‘" im}_')f')r‘..’lnt question of public finance, the pro-
Yinces will do their best. periodically to “raid the
. osury’—to use the phrase of the temperate and

lar-seeing “News” of Toronto.

r’rr’\'i}l‘égstlte-:rm-“\ with what it feeds on. Where the
Cidies frar “‘-r\‘l“f“_\ together to secure more sub-
e o 1¢ Dominion, there will inevitablv de-
\’C.Op - d.igy"“i".“" to clamor for coin rather than to
.:c:ri‘l ‘}‘“S"W‘Ment‘ and self-respecting course, and
ach “-'h.”; for genuine commercial development the
mé“( m;cth'ca” '770 so e.:z.cx]_v frittered away in G‘ov‘er.-n-
which 4 mery and in those by-paths of politics

¢ as unnecessary as they are unprofitable.

’“; Iﬁremicrs are to come together once a year. They
"4Y DRCOMe possessed of the spirit.of those who, with-
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out thought of the morrow, feast in their elder
brother’s house, And the Premiecr of the Dominion
may find that the yearly confabulation of those who
are aiter money, at mmhmtestmal expense to them-
selves, will be an intolerable strain upon the amenities
of the federal and pru\incxal p-:\\c}?~.

S

EDITORXAL NOTES.

The proposal to hold, an .exhibition in Van-
couver in 1910 to exploit the possibilities of trade be-
tween Canada and the Orient (s as wise as € {8
courageous. It is not prothpted by anxiety lest the
advent of the Grand Trunk Pacific to the mnorthern
part of British Columbia will prejudice the emineénce
of Vancouver as the Canadian port for commerce with
A\sia. It is the natural fruit of the expansion of a trade
that was negligible before the C.P.R. established regu-
lar communication with [apan and China, The first
steamer that left Vancouver for Yokohama took as
her cargo a \‘unph' ot carloads of shingles, and the
boues of some Chinamen wha loved their fatherland
even more in death than in life. Prince Rupert will
not harm Vancouver.  But Vancouver wants to be as
far ahead as she has-always been. The Canadian-
Asiatic Exhibition will l!('][r to serve that end It will
bring Asia nearer to sur own Pacific hin'terland; even
Sthough it may not'beget a moré affectionate regard foy
the Asiatic as a fellow-worker in the ':svxfr:,:r.'uu‘:.rfv'n of
Canadian products.

v
Nothing more illuminating about a part of British

Columbia has been 1;111;1i511('«1 in Eastern Canada for a
long time than the description of the manufacturérs of
N Westminster, sent by our own correspontdent,
who has been ju(lgmg at ‘the Provincial Exhibition
just "held there. The impression, faithfully given, 1s
of a city inll of actual, constructive commerce; ‘and
very big with promisc of notable achicvement in the
The citizens have a live organiza-

tion to give the potenhialities of the city the wide-
spread publicity they deserve—that kind of publicity
which is becoming regarded as essential to communi-
ties that would grow. Some cities will expand with-
out effart; sometimes {n spite of the ncompetence ot

Some buginesses will

immediate future.

indifference of their governors.
do likewise. But no wise man will trust entirely to
the rather uncertain cusrents of trade.  For, while hie
is gi\‘in'; a sublime éxhibition of vw.vnpl:n‘(-nr(-, some
competitor will get the good things he might have ob-
taned 1f he had bheen less satisfied with his own excel-
lence,. Those of us who have had the advantage of
visiting New Westminster know how magnificently
sitnated it 1s for a wide range of industries: and are
not astonished that the visit of our correspondent
should have produced so much informative material.
Comparatively few of the dwellérs in the East have
seen the Fraser River, The statement of the enormous
capacities of British Columbia is as familiar as a tale
that 1s twice told. But to realize the conditions which
fngpire faith in the promise of a far-distant territory
the [;r(‘senr:ntfwn of line upon line and precept upon
precept about them is barely sufficient. Still, that is
the only way, where examination on the spot is im-
[)1/<Si’)1(',
—_—

Nipissing rose on the New Yark curb on Wednesday to
253%. the highest price yet, and closed at 23!

Silver continues to advance, and during last week the
price in New York and London rose two points,Tand it is
now nearly %o0c. per ounct. There dre likely to be ye\
further imcreases -
There is increased activity in the Rossland; B. C., share
market, and there has been somie demand in Montreal for
low .price issues. Le Roti's have gone up several points and
reached €1 75, 6d. The annual meeting is to-He held next
m"-nHL and should a tliv;dﬁnd_lw declared, which is thounh't
will be the case, a further fise may be expected. Le Roi

Two, acdcording to latest cable advices are worth £2 16s. od.
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