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If Canadiafr Engireet’! is Wrong, the Ontano
Power (ommission must degionstfate pts error It
cannot profitably affect an attitnde of high disdain.
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BEATING UP A SCARE|

It is amusing to -watch United States newspapers
trvmg convince the publig that Canada is going to
be annexed commercially toithd United States. Somé
of our friends are really serigus/ugion this subject, and
seem to be so anxious ahoutithe future that it would
be a pity not to try to eage theit minds. - Some of our
agwn people are rather fearful belidvers in Canadian
(o carry the all-Canadian lgad. There is just
truth at the back of the Yankee idea to'make
of netice, but not enough to-cause us to take
ously as the projactars of it do. A W ash-
rrespondent of the “Chicago-Record Herald”
< on semi-official authority, that the states-
Ottawa are .apprehensiyely cansidering the in-
secession of Manitobi, Saskatchewan, Alberta
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and British Columbia froni the Dominipn, and tHat
commercially, the Western Provinces are already plien
fo this Commonwealth. Listen th this:—

he great expense to whii the Government
was sibijected to bind the pro€ifices together by
bands of steel is being l‘:lsl’r‘(:naﬁ_(-«l valueless by
« ‘the gmeroachment of \meticatt failroads, which
are /tapping the most prolific Segritory. * * °
Thy_ hole €anadian West s Vancouver to
WinNipeg ‘will cease to serid ity pxports or bring
in its\imports by the C.PjRe ofthe Grand Trunk
Pacifiy,”gnd will henceforth dehénd largely upon
Amer{can. railways for that & dervice. * *
Duluthi-willbe the chief ldke! piogt’ in place of Fort
Will for Manitoba wheat, ahd New York and
Bost the -chief Atlantici ports instead of Mont-
real’and St. John, Matters arg¢ not mended by the
sngpicion that the Grand; Trank Pacific is hand
and ¢tove with Mr. Hill. * % Sihce 1896 «
oo0 Americans have gone ihto the Canadian North

weritoo

West to settle on the cheapilands This American
elenient now doniinatés all that part of the countr)
between the western bosndanyt of Manitoba and
the Roecky Mountains.”
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I'he Suggestion that the (':HL‘-ﬁ;w Pacific and the

Canadian - XNorthern are going td be useless becaus

Ameri roads will haul wester ir;;m to New Yorl
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for shipment to lLuropegis.w orthy  a Washington
romancer.. -Lhere 1s some thing?in -the statement that
the West is appeoximating to 1

he United ‘States 1n its
r
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d notion that the Can-

enterprise and methods 1 he
adian prairie countr) would.-be primarily a ieeding
oround-for the Eastern Provinces is out of place m’

that the

this centur) It, is equally absurd to say

United States farmers who are prospering on (age
-

adian soil; dominate Saskatchewan and Alberta. In

are predominant; but Saskatche-

1stricts they

\Iberta are . big provinces, 1n the greater

wan and
narts of which the American 18 p:';u'liv:lli_\ unknown.
‘ Where that most valuable agriculturist does pre-
dominate he is rapidly becoming naturalized, not with
an after-thought of secession from the Confederation,
but- with -a lively sense of gratitude that he is living
where the expenditure of public money

m a country
on of law have a muchicloser res

and the administrati
lation to economy and justice than he has been ae
custgmed to.

Western Canada will ‘develop along its own lines
It will be more tolerant of the peculiarities of, the
United. States perhaps than Eastérn Canada is. It
ambition may easily take the form of a desire to give
thé time to the Parliament of the Dominion, rather
than be a subsidiary element in the Washington Con-
gress.

The growth of Western Canada will always mean
the jgreater prosperity of Eastern Canada. The outlet
for western products ¢annot be the United States, &%
cept so.far as that country is less and less likely 0
grow sufficient grain for its' own sustenance. The
Hudson Bay route is destined to become a great high-
way for European food. The Georgian Bay Candl
project will facilitate transportation through Ontario
and Quebec. A canal from Winnipeg to Lake Superiof
is proposed: The East is not jealous of the West.
So soon as the West is fairly well filled, the East will
have opportunity and material.to intensify the cultivig
tion of its own soil,’and to maintain a far larger pops
lation than that which now dwells in peace and plent§
within its borders.

Ihe obvious lesson for men of business is that, &
everything which makes for real commercial efficiencl
Canadians .must not be surpassed by their southe
neighbors. Mere bigness is not the first and
financial asset in- the world. “This country has all §
essential qualifications for a worthy, wealthy natio®
hood. What we hold we shall keep. 1

SOME ASPECTS OF A PUZZLE.

The depression of stock exchange values sh
no sign of lifting. Quotations of New York. first-ck
securities in all respects were duller this wéek thand
any period of ;the year. The situation in London
other European capitals is similar to’ithat ‘on
continent. All sorts of explanations are offered,
of them worth something, none of ‘them complet
explanatery-/of a most contradictory sitwation.

On Tuesday the American Governmeént crop
port was issued It was thought that the ;ma
sluggishness would be dissipated if good crop

, i
came in. The official expectations are
tremelv good. Abundant rain has :'n;vr-n\'vd pros et
almost everywhere. But Wall Street did not respé
to the i outlook—which is an additional pfe
that' there is something abnormal i the position,
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stréngthens the belief that things will worsen bel§
thevy mend

Distrust of recent legislation has something
do with the unsatisfactory condition of investm
Discriminating and well-informed observers outf
the stock exchanges are more and more distrustfal
of things. They blame Wall Street for$s
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