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Management and Care of Stallicns.

What I have learned by thirty years of experi-
ence, relative to the care and management of stal-
lions, I am willing others should know, and should
it prove of service to any one, I shall feel well
paid for the trouble I have taken.

A few things that I consider of great importance
are, first, before using the stallion to mares let
him get some age. No colt will breed as well as
an old horse, from eight to sixteen years old, pro-
vided the horse has been properly taken care of.
Next, avoid all pampering, both as to care and
feed. Feed and work him as you would any
forse, not overheating or overexerting him. If
not situated so you can work or drive him, have
a good roomy yard where he can run and exercise
at his own free will. There are three things that
should be remembered that are not conducive to
dertility in the stallion, or to soundness, strength
or longevity in his progeny, viz.: Idleness,
pampering with unhealthy food, and putting him
to service when too young. If these matters are
observed, and you will limit your horse to the
proper number of mares, you will get good re-
sults.

As to feed, we would give him a liberal quan-
tity of oats and bran, two parts oats and one of
bran, twice a day, and once daily through the
mare season a good feed of boiled barley, with a
little flaxseed cooked with it; mix with bran,
and feed hot at night. This, with good timothy
hay and sufficient grass to keep the bowels open,
should constitute his daily feed, withh perhaps a
few ears of corn occasionally. Avoid feeding hay
in the- morning and giving large quantities of
water, for, by observation, you will soon learn
that no horse serves well when his belly is dis-
tended with hay and water. To prove and
demonstrate this, take your horse out and let him
serve a mare before feeding him ; then, the next
morning give him all he can eat and drink, and
note the difference. This may not appear upon
the face of it like a matter of great importance,
but I maintain it is, as it saves the horse a good
many services and extra labor. By following
these few simple rules you will have as good re-
sults as though you had read all the books writ-
ten on this subject. Remember this one impor-
tant matter, keep your horse healthy and as near
a natural condition as possible. To do this, you
must feed and exercise him properly. This must
be continued all through the year. The man who
keeps his horse right just through mare season,
and then confines and keeps him in an unhealthy
state all the rest of the year, will find himself
with an unprofitable stallion in a short time.—
{F. C. Warren, in Wis. Exp. Station Bulletin.

Foaling Time.

As the foaling season is now approaching,
pregnant mares should receive a little special at-
tention. It should not be forgotten that a mare
in the advanced stages of pregnancy has, in. uddi-
tion to sustaining herself, a nearly matured
fetus to sustain, and as this calls largely upon
her resources, she should be fed and cared for
accordingly. Her food should be plentiful, of
first-class quality, and of an easily-digested
nature. She should be fed liberally on Utran,
with a reasonable percentage of chopped or
crushed oats, in addition to good hay. A cupful
of linseed meal and a carrot or two daily, tend
to aid digestion and prevent constipation, and, at
the same time, are relished. The too-common
practice of feeding solely on dry hay and oats,
while giving good results in working horses, is
not by any means the best for breeding maes.
The bran and succulent food mentioned tends to
keep the digestive organs normal, and also stimu-
lates the lacteal apparatus to the desired activity.
While pregnant mares should receive some special
care, they should not be pampered and kept in
idleness. from the too-common idea that sustain-
ing themselves and fostuses is sufficient labor.
They should have regular but gentle exercise. Or-
dinary light farm work is much better than idle-
ness. Of course, they should not be required to
perform heavy labor that will entail excessive
muscular or respiratory exertion, as there is dan-
ger of such producing abortion; but the mare that
is kept in fair condition and regularly exercised
or kept at light work will, with few exceptions,
produce a stronger foal than her sister that has
heen pampered and kept in idleness during the
whole or greater part of her period of gestation.
This applies particularly to the last few months
of gestation. If it is not practicable to give her
¢xercise in harness ; she should be turned out in
a yard or paddock for at least a few hours every
fine day, when the ground is mnot too slippery.
Care should be taken to not turn her out With
strange or vicious horses that might worry or
kick her, but some safe means of forcing regular
exercise should be observed, and continued until
she shows signs of approaching parturition. As
the period of gestation is variable in different ani-
mals, and even in the same animal in different
vears, we cannot tell with reasonable certainty
when the parturition will take place. In round
figures, we may say that 11 months is the average

period, but observation teaches us that this is by
no means constant, and that the period varies
from ten to thirteen months, and, in rare cases,
we may notice a greater variation. Hence it is
wise to be prepared for the event at any time
after the tenth month. When in the stable, she
could be kept in a large, comiortable box stall
that contains no boxes or mangers in which the
foal may drop in case she stands, as sometimes
mares do during parturition. It is unsafe to al-
low a mare to foal while tied in a stall, as she
is unable to give the foal the necessary attention,
and it may perish from this cause, or, if it be a
strong one, and is able to get up and walk around
without any attention from either dam or man,
it is as likely to walk into the stall of another
horse as that of its dam’s, aund, in its endeavor
to get nourishment, is liable to be injured or
killed. The box in which the mare is kept should
be cleaned out regularly, and a liberal supply of
short dry straw given daily. It is a mistake to
allow manure, both solid and liquid, to accumu-
late, as it heats and vitiates the air, as well as
favors the multiplication of microbes of different
kinds. In support of this practice, it is claimed
that the presence of manure upon the floor pre-
vents it becoming slippery, and thereby avoids
accident to the mare from this cause, but we find
that if the stall be thoroughly cleaned out daily,
and especially if a little slacked lime be scattered
over the floor regularly, it will not become dan-
gerous in this respect. The lime performs a two-
fold function—it keeps the floor dry, destroys and
prevents the formation of odors, and destroys
microbes, which, if present, may cause trouble in
the foal. The most dangerous of these microbes,
present in stalls which have not been properly
looked after, is that form which gains entrance
through the umbilical opening of the foal, and
causes that serious and usually incurable disease
known as navel-ill or joint-ill. When the usual
symptoms of approaching parturition, with which
all breeders are familiar, appear, the mare should
be carefully watched. 'There are many reasons

why a mare about to bring forth young should
be watched. We will discuss these .in a_ future
‘ WHIP.”
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Revelanta (11876).
Clydesdale stallion; brown ; foaled July, 1901 ; Wire
Winner of first prize in the open class for agell
Show, Glasgow, 1906ii
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LIVE STOCK.

Shall the Farmer Grow More Live Stock?

At occasional intervals the complaint rea'dl?’e)!s
us that ‘ The Farmer’'s Advocate '’ devotes pan
undue proportion of attention, by articles and, by
illustration, to the pure-bred live-stock interests
of the country. But right on the heels of,,an
observation of this kind comes a reverse assurgnce
from a man who travels from one end of Capada
to the other, and whose opportunities ta jjudge
are as good as they are wide, that our pPlan...of
campaign has been the correct one, and that,, it

i

11l

has resulted in very marked improvements.; )Vj,gb— o

out the blood of the pure-bred, progress,, Wouid
speedily become retrogression. Well-breg,, stogk
costs no more to raise than inferior stufl, while
the returns in satisfaction and cash are . gastly
greater. Furthermore, the rearing and feedjng of
live stock on the farm, while it requirgsg, a., de-
cidedly higher grade of farming in order tp, suc-
cess, still it enables the farmer to obtain, &, better
price for his coarse grains sold in thg;_,fo,mm(of
meat or other products, and, at the sgme time,

hoPé’és,"Q_’é&liluBﬁ"’Bt Aligh "

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

he manure remains to enrich the fields. .
;re citegd, by way of - example; where mnM m
received more than twice as much per b pongs g 3
their barley, plus the;manure, when s_old
form of hogs, than if sold on the ordinary ll‘”"; s
ket in bags. 1ot : ¢
IMPORTANT QUEST TONS. Pl
But will the demarnd for animals and SRR
products continue ? Can increases be m‘o_m wﬁ
expected ? < Should farmers: 1 ally’ sti
their chief attention'in this ‘direction. We are
satisfied that afirmative answers. to . these: ques-
tions are logically correct. Ouv. export trade to
Great Britain in animal food products: has iheen
steadily increasing, and we .see no goaod : reason
why it should not continue, with the . intelligence
and resources at our command. Competition
there is keen, but Canada ought to.be \ablo:n_uto
hold her own. in that conflict. With the turni of
population and industry Canadaward, the shome
consumption is bound to increase enormously. i .
WHAT THE MARKETS SHOW'.\ 4,‘T" )
Our readers are familiar With our output ‘of
live cattle and of bacon to Great Britain. As
another illustration, lét us 1ook at the trade doi
last year on the Western Cattle Market, Toronto.
[Note.—The market days here are . »
Thursday and Friday, but so little. busin
transacted on the latter that it may be le
of account. The lessee of this arket, i
Wm. Hunter, who pays the ¢ity a rental of %
000 for the year.] : e O :
The receipts for 1905 m reported as
lows : Cattle, 147,476 head ; sheep, 150,13¢
head ; hogs, 128,475 head ; calves, 16,619 he
These figures give - little ide of the n
ber of hogs han in' ‘Toronto, because u
modern conditions they:have beent 'going direct
such establishments 'as''the 'Wm. Davies Pagl
Co., and Park, Blackwell & Co. (the latter
dling a proportion'of beef, as well as their
hogs). Sk

The Harris 'Abattoir Co. last
dressed for the: Wm. Davies €o., who have
50 meat stores in 'Toronto, besides many
scattered throughout ' the Province, some
cattle, 40,000 sheep, and ‘5,000 c¢a J

perhaps, “a score o,'f
smaller ones.. In_the
matter of hogs, it is es-
7 timated that not. over
“ ten ‘per cent. of . those
'dressed in Toronto now
g0' through the market.
With regard to the ba.
con«h?g supply question,

etically, that
+ there appears to be keen
‘competition for supplies,
‘but the' records of “one
of the large concerns
referred to indicatéd a
very steady 'decline ‘in
the  percentage of the
top class of 'their four’
bacon ‘grades since '1ast
‘ November. ‘At a recont
.1 date those in the ‘‘best
fsd greide-ihad declined’ to
b ahowt!s 80 7per.ivent. of
wr the hogs-dresséd! 4i¢'the
rov eek brwhilé«s Th&o Hepwidr
I ..grades: inereaded. : *qie

= - - Ty 2 M‘Mahﬁib‘ﬁ&‘ﬂ.
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