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Foronto was visited by the moest de-

Tuesday night last week!
The Toronto
structive fire in the history of the city
The fire bad its origin in the E, & 8.
Currie  Neckwear the

north side of Wellington street about eight o clock “in the

Fire

Factory on

evening and soop gained a beadway which “defied all the

efforts of the fire depattment to control From lLore street,

through the very heart of the old busine city

to Yonge

street, and nocth hall way to King street, covenng an area

to fourteen acres, where on Tuesday there stood a large

section of Toronto's energetic b m Honises there stretched

on Wednesday a desert of tuinble v walls and  twasted
In all 12

ing and stationary busine

i ¥ e hie
girders 3 buildings we med l print
of th Y I heavily

T'he houses of the following finms e six largest

Warwick Bros
. Barber Ellis, Copp
hive inpetely de

in Canada-— were completely destr

Rutter, Buntin Ried, Brown Bros,

Clark and Davis ¢
The

What is said to be a conservative estimate, plac

this td b

Henderson been
financial lo i of cou very heay

stroyed.

$ 12,000,000, To cover there be nearly $4

000,000 the bulk of which is in English and
Scotish Companies, so that the foss to the busine
of the city will not be as great as nvight be inferred from
the magnitude of the fire
companiesjhowever, will sustain heavy losses, and some . of

insurance,

mterest
Some of the local insutance

the weaker ones may have to suspend. A Toronto despatch

The
pxession among bank managers and capitahists of the _ity

referring to theeflects of the fire says general im
is that the catastrophe, while necessarily ecutailing a very
severe drawback to the whole business community, will not
be followed by any financial panic; n fact few
looked for. It is pointed out that the fire losses were for
the most part sustained by the wealthiest men in the city,
practically all of whom were able to stand fairly heavy loss
without succumbing to the blow, and who kept their prop-
erty well insured. Fortunately, spring - orders weére pretty
well delivered and the stocks in the warehouses were below
the average. The fire will of course have the effect of throw-
ing a large number of persons out of employment. Q“.t‘
despatch says the number will be as large as 10,000. This
however must be largely exaggerated. Later de-
spatches place the estimates both of loss and insurance at
considerably higher figures than those given above.

failures are

The prospeats for fall wheat in On-
tario, taking the Province as a whole,

Fall Wheat

« are said to be fairly. good, but this is
not universally the In some
counties, particularly in Kent and
Brant, the crop is a failure and the land which had been de-
voted to fall wheat will have to be plowed up. For the
most part however, the reports indicate that the heavy snow
fall of the past winter has beén favorable to the wheat
crop. The general condition in Ontario is- believed to be
decidedly better than in the United States whera the fall
wheat crop.is reported to be far below the average. In
some districts young fruit trees and grape vines have suffer-
ed very seriously from being Tgirdled by mice. In some
cases, it is said, growers will lose exghty per cent. of young
plum, cherry and apple trees. Not only were the young
trees attacked, but in some cases bearing trees of "all kinds
have been completely destroyed. Vineyards—young vine-
vards especially—have also been seriously damaged. - An
instance is mentioned in which fifty per cent. of a vineyard
has been destroyed. Blackberries and currant bushes also
have not escaped. Such havoc among the fruit trees by
mice, it is said, has not been known in twenty years, and it
is attributed to the unusual depth of snow and the scarcity
of food for the-mice. In some cases the trees were girdled

. two and three feet high.- Orchards and vineyards! which
were not carefully cultivated suffered the most, as the long
grass served as a harbor for the mice. - A few orchards were
saved by wrapping tarred paper around the trees and others
by banking in various ways.
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case.

® B
e

I'he following account of the Japan-
ese attack upon Port Arthur in con-
nection with which the Russian war-
ship Petropavlovsk was sunk and the Pubiedna was disabled
is from the correspondent of the London Times, who wit-

Togo's Strategy.

ST. JOHN, N. B., WEDNESDAY, APRIL

nessed the movements of the contending feets from the

Fimes steamer Haimun

“Discavering from various sources that the entrance to
Port Arthur was still practicable dmiral Togo delrnlmncnl
to try a new manveuvre in order to effect the destruction of
the lussian fleet, and his scheme was as follows :  He de-
termined to minea the mouth of the harbor and place a weak
squadron outside the port in order to entice the Russians
out, while he himself, taking advantage of the fogs on the
const, lay off prepared to pounce in and catch the Russians
at sea if they succeeded in evading the mines. How suc
cessful the ruse proved is unfolded by the following narra-
tive During the night of the 12th instant two divisions
of destioyers and one torpedo flotilla, escorting the Koryo
Maru, & mining vessel, arrived of Port Arthur. ‘The
destrover flotillas orotected both fleets, and the Korve
Maru went boldly in.  The action of the vessel is typical of
the boldest daring of the Japanese. Although the concen
trated beams of four searchlights showed up every spar
wnd rail on the Korvo Maru, and although a merciless fire
swept around her, she accomplished het object, and came
out again undamaged, without the Russians discovening
designs.  Supportimg the enterprise was a squadron
consisting of two ficst-cluss and four second-class cruisers,
and at daybreak the interest: centred in  them. The
day broke with the usual mist over the land, though
out at sea it was fairly clear. South of Port Arthur it was
quite clear, but remained thiek in the direction of Talien
witn The Russians were all on the alert, owing to the
firing during the night. Admiral Makaroff at 8 a. m., see_x
ing only a weak squadron menacing the port, put to y
with the following force :—Battleships = Petropaviovs
Poitava and Pobienda ; cruisers Diana, Askold and Novfk.
[hese were joined outside by the cruiser Bayan, which had
been engaged with the desttoyersin thenight. The Japan-
ese cruiser squadron, seeing the Russians had cleared the
mines, steamed Sut to sea with the Russians with full steam
on after them. ‘The latter opened a rapid long-range fire,
the penese replying at iuter\'uls_. When the Japanese
had drawn the Russians out some fifteen miles, they com-
municated the situation to Admiral Togo by wireless teie-
graphy. Admiral Togo, unfortunately, was thirty miles
away, lurking under the cover of the mist and rain squalls,
Immediately on receipt of the message he signalled the
Kasuga and Nisshin to join the bn(t»leshﬁv squadron, and
went forward at full steam. By a piece of bad luck the
wind freshened at this moment, dispelling the
mist, and the -Russian Admiral, descrying the smoke,
guessed the ruse, and put about at full steam for Part
Arthur, all the Japanese ships pursuing him at their ut-
most speed. It was a magnificient spectacle, but the Rus-
sians had not been enticed far evough, and had steamed
under the protection of the forts before Admiral Togo ar-
rived within effective range. Then a most extraordinary
contretemps happened. The Russian leading ship believed
to be the Petropavlovsk, because she was covered with
signal fags, listed heavily, and in an incredibly short time
sank. Admiral Togo's design was suceessful ; she had
struck on one of the Koryro's mines. In a moment this
fearful catastrophe threw the whole Russian line into con-
fusion, and the vessels could be seen firing indiscriminately
into the water in their immediate front, in order to destroy
others of these terrible engines of maritime warfare. This
was just about 10,30 a. m, The remaining Russian vessels,
having cleared their front, steamed independently into
the harbor, covered by the fire of the forts on Gnlden Hill.
They were favored by the mist,‘ which still hung about the
approaches of the port, and gained the inside by noon.”
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The story of the sinking of the Petro-
pavlosk by a Japanese countermine,
says the New York Evening Post, in-
dicates a military strategy such as
we believe no Occidental nation has
ever surpassed. Admiral Togo’s plan required an extraord-
inary combination of sheer intelligence and daring in its
executants. The chanovel between the Russian torpedoes
had to be plotted by distant triangulation, unarmored
ships at night had to run into that narrow waterway,
plant it with mines, and keep clear both of the Russian
torpedoes and of their own ; all this under fire from the
harbor fleet. Probably the anngt@ of war hardly show an-
other trap of this refined ingenuity. To students of naval
however, the tragedy of the Petropaviovsk
the culmination of a continued demon-
stration of the value of torpedo attack. Granting that
this sort of countermining is without precedent, it is prob-
ably less significant than the whole series of attacks on the
Port Arthur fleet by torpedo craft and other unarmored
vessels,

The Value of the

Torpedo.

tactics,
15 merely
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The Grand Trunk Pacihic Bill i s
The Grand TrunK amended form passed its second read-
l“g m on
Wednesday last by a majority of
fifty-five. The debate on the bill oc

the House of Commons

Pacific.
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cupied about a fortnight, and on the whole the country is
to be congratulated on the fact that no more of the time of
Parliament was opcupied in the “discussion, It 'does not
appear that much new light has been shed vpon the sub-
ject. The vote taken means of course that Parliament has
encorsed the changes in the agreement of last year asbed for
by the G. 'I'. P. Company.  The Government's supporters
in Parligment have stood by their leaders quite solidly in
this phase of the Government's railway policy, and the
new project is endorted by about the full steength of the
Government’s majority

I'he debate of this season, as

well as that of last year, bas shown at least that a great
deal could be said against the Government's project.  That
might indeed be the case in regard to any scheme of trans
continental railway extens.on which the Government could
have brought forwar.l, since algng any line that might be
proposed some serious difficulttes would bhave to” be en-
countered and objectians could be urged. Tt is difficult to
say whether or not the adoption of the Grand Trunk Pacihic
scheme will strengthen the Government. Of course the
building of so great a work will create a demand for labor
and promote bus ness activity % several years
We fancy, however, that the endorsement of

to come
the scheme
would be more general and liearty if there were greater as
surance of the productive character of the country through
which a considerable portion of the new ‘trans-contivental
highway is to run, and more proof that areally good route
iy obtainable  The people of these Maritime Provinces
would also be glad if there were a stronger guarantee that
when the road shall be completed the products of the West
will principally find their way over it to Canadian ports
for winter shipment rather than to United States ports.
. 3 ®
From the Far Fast, during the past
week, there has been little news of a
definite and trustworthy character.
There has been the usual harvest of unconfirmed and ua-
confirmable rumors, wmong which is one to the effcct that
the Japanese had lost 7,000 men, while attenipting a land-
ing near the mouth of the Yalu. There was an unfounded
report a-week or two ago that the Japanese had lost 1,80

The War.

“men in an attempt to land at another point, and the story

about
source.

7000 having been lostis perhaps from the same
Itis known from a despatch forwarded by Vice-
roy Alexieff to St Prtersburg that on Friday a Russian
lieutenant and twenty men were killed at Port Arthur by a
mine exploding -under the stern of one of the Russian
launches. There have been various reports of Japanese
tandings at Niu Chwang or at some_other point on the
Manchurian. coast, but some of 'them have been contra-
dicted, and others lack confirmation. There is said to be a
strong of Japanese troops on the
south of the Yalu and according to reports the Russians
on the* northern side -are prepared %o resist advance,
A Seoul despatch of Saturday says that the Japanese now
extend thirty miles along the Yalu river, reaching from
Yongampho to ten miles above Wiju, the Russians be ing
strongest at Antung. A St. Petersburg despatch says that
apparently reliable information in the possession of the
general staff of the Russian army leads to the belief that
the objective of the Japanese campaign does not involve
the ambitious invasion of the interior of Manchuria with

the purpose of reaching and overwhelming the main
Russian army.

concentration

Instead there seems to be a- determination
to stick as close as possible to the sea, where lies Japan's
natural base of communications, she having sestablished
herself in Korea. It is not unlikcly that this correctly
describes Japan's policy.

—During the fiscul year just closed the American Bap-
tists Mussionary Unton has reduced i1s debt by §15.000
The debt now standing at $8,000. "This resul* is especially
noteworthy and gratifying in  view of the fact that there
was an incrase of  $50000 in . appropriations to meet
normal growth of the Union’s work.,  There has been, how-
ever, only a shght increate in donations from churches and
individuals. * The largest mcrease in the Union's income
has come through legacies and matured annuities, which
have yiclded $135,000 as compated with §40,000 the year
belore. This source of income being so variable, it is evi-
dent that there is need of an enlargement -of the regular
sources of income in order that the Union may carry oo its
great work without emburrassiment 5




