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MESSENGER

AND VISITOR.

THE SOLDIER AND THE FISHERMAN.

Exp ained by J. Desevan.
“PALT T

Dootor Lake the & nateur artist has
‘produced avoth r jrashic ploture.
Here 1t is

On the morrow, as they went on thelr jouraey, and
drew nigh unto the eily, Feter: went up ape
Bousetop 1o pray sbout ne 9x b hoor And b
vy, aud wosle have eaten: but
ady, be fol 010 & 1rance,

od, and A cortai

- down oarthe

heretn wers sl manscr of fourfo ted beasts of the

oreeping thiogs, and

d thore came &

\ Bai Peter anid
o

carth, and wild beasts, and

- Wow while o
wolfwhat this vision which he bad seen should
mestt; beh id, ihe men which were sent jrom Our
nelins bad made suquiry for Simon's bowe, snd
efore the gate.
whether nimos, whiih
iodged thers wh
viskon. the Spirit said \
A

And oalled, "and saked

went thom " Potes
which wers senf unto him from
be whom yv seek

§00d report amony all the nation
wrued (rom (iod by on holy e

cortaln breshien from
Here we have BCENE THR BRCOND ;—
Bim m the Tanner's hounse, the apcs-

tle Petec’s present boarding-plice, in

Jopps ; the waves breaking on the shore

nu‘y s fow yards from the walle—a
sitastion well suited for a tannery of

, course which requires good draiage;
the blue waters of the Levant gleaming
beneath the blue Syrianaky and stretoh-
ing away westward Lo the horlz n.

Peter the Jew, hungrily walting for
dinner which perhaps forsomedcm stio
reason has been delayed, ascends to the
flat roof of the houss to erjoy the re-
freshing sea-brecse and aspend bis
ledsure in private prayer.
time about two miles distant from the
gste of Joppa thres travellers may be
secn approsohing the elty, ard an hour
Iater they are enquiring for the tanner's
house.

God, not Lake, arranged the subjects
of this word-picture It Is God who, by
the instrumentality of Cornelius the

.. ocenturion of the Roman troops Mation-
ed at Ceasara, sends thase three weary
travell ;rs over the long rcugh road to
Jopps.
ant instrumentality of & late dinner,
bas led Peter up 10 the house top to
walt and pray, Those three men are
now enquirjog’ for Piter whom they
never saw belore, and Peter ia vow be
lnmnpoclu‘ly prepared to receive themw,
although he never hesed their names
This is the worderful way God's hasd
madd Providence often Works under the
direction of God's grace. Thus God
Almighty adapts, adjosts snd intro-
duces tho most diverse materials and

one Lo one another. What was there
n common betwaen a beathen bornand
bred in imperial Rome and educatd
to the stern military life of & Cénturion
and & peasant born and reared An »
Gialllesn country town and brought up
in the quiet nometholiosl bhabits of »
flsherman ' The tmining of Corneling
made him regard the Jows as contem, -
tible fanatice, while Peter had been
taught to despise the Romans as out
ossts and reprola‘es, docmesd 1o the
vengeance of larsel's G.d, Yet thess
two men-—a0 very far apart by néture
education and custoni, were perlectly
fitted by the Master-Hand 1o sult, to
use, Lo bless one another,

In this bhistory-pleture we get an

anawer to jdrese i portant a«stions

I Wi xixn oF BEEKER WILL ONTAIN
Goois vavor? WHAT sORT oF ANXi
Ex HER WILL LeAny Gon's wiLn?

A person like Corneline

Amid all the incessant cares  and re
apousibilitien of aotive military dut
f0 & provicee the inhabltants of -hh«(»
were always lo & state of inciplent re
velution and ever, brewing rebellior,
this Homsn offiser found time for
onrneafpraycr aven al three o'olock fa
the afterno: Fur what, oan we sup-
yove, did hey 1o frequently 1 From
the secount g 8 in ve. O 1L appesis
ly sttained to what
theae days of ours would not
1 curls'ian “perfection ;"'
was & most sinoere, devou
rated sellaacrificing enrnest wor
pp rof the trne God, 'hat them is
still praying for so earnestly, 16 per

ntly

I he

prayer of Coroelius was
promptod by an earnes! dewfre further
At knowledge and guidance
No one has emerged, as Cornelivs
had d e, Ir nature's kness for
from the darkeqess of religious supersii-
tlon and formality into God's light
(oven though it be but the dim light of
convietfon) wi l ever reat content with
his attalnments. Along with David the
cry of such & soul will be, “Open thon
mine eycs that 1 may behold wondrous
things out of thy law!” Along with
Paul the attitnde of such & soul will
be, "I oourt not mysslf to have appre-

hended ; but this one thing I do, tor:
gotting those things which are behind,
aod resching forth unto those things
which are before, | press toward the
mark for the prize,”’

(2) The gairitual attitude of the pray-
ing ( was Lhat of cager and in
stant ol o Chod’s vommands when

fiem

ever he knew God'wawill, “Send men to
Jopps,” said the angelic messenger who
brought (iod's srawer to his prayer,

“and when the angel was deparied he
oalled two of his household servanis
and dovout suldier and when
he bad deolared all these (hivgs nnto
them, he sent them to Joppa.” This
sogelic command was nelther conveni-
eni nor reasonable, Joppa could -be
eached only by & thiegy-five miles
trudge, over one of the vers worst roads
in the meh bealdes the thirty-five
mile trudgd back agsin, Burely the
angel birself could go to Jopps with
0 message to Peter vary mug
than these theee men ovuld. Besides,
4 -nbl Bol the sogel himeel! tell Con
all (that Peter could, and
wave ail the :‘u't: -.:.w wal
Barely s m heaven koew s
nnl.nbou“ll

ohﬁd. »..‘:'u A
) besn rafeed
o«::'r: -:I\m;

It 18 G »d who, by the unpleas- | ©

po such rationalistic oh]-rt:loku were
o

of Peter's weul‘od"nd such his o}n

even whispered by him. y
owder Corneltus grateiul y hears and ro-
spectiully and instantly obeys. Deep-
1y sud devoutly geateful is he to have
any kind of oppirtunity of knowiog
something more of God's will, whatever
trouble and sacrifice it may cost him.
This Is the sort of seeker, whether he
resides on an eastern or western conti-
nent, whether he lives in the first cens
tury or the ninetesnth, who shall ob-
wain the favor and learn the will of God.
‘Yo sball seek me and shall find me,
when ye search for me with all your
heart.” " s
11 WHAT KIND OF BELIEVER—WHAT

het | SORT OF DISCIPLE WILL BE UskD BY Gop

1N His WORK OF GRACK?

A person like Peter. Look at him.

(&) Tois Peter is not a perfect mwn
by any meavs; he is only an honest
earnmt, simple-mindel disoiple, md,
ke Cor 1elins st Ceasares, he is & man
ofprayer, We have found Cornelius
in prayerful oommunion with God- st
thres o'olcck afiernoon; and now we
find I'.ter in prayizful communion
with God at twelve o'clock mid-day.
This seems to have been the way In
which th se two men, s0 farapart from
each other and so very unlike each

¢ | otherdn birth and tealning 1o asvools

tlor # and surroundings,. were in the
habit of utilfsing their lelsurs moments
~any little odd time that fell {uto thelr
bands. With how many of ns religions
people are & few moments in the morm-
ingand a few more moments in the
evening, during which oo bended knees
we repeat c'riain stereotyped ruppli-

oations, deemed vate personal de-
votion »1:)ly suficlent? Is not this
conduct of ours seriously wrong! In

the morning we are usually in such &
burry, and in the evening we areso
wesry surély we are not then in ocon-
dition for doing important business de-4
liberately with the High Cout of
heaven. Then is noi the opportunity,
then we are not specially qualified to
lay before the throne of God any special
spplication—t0 think out and  order
aright and urge earnesily our petition
for the forth-putting of some important
not of Divine goveroment. Business
ought to be done in business hours, when
the mind is clear and vigorous—when
all ‘our energies are at their best,

(b) What Peter prayed for on this
oooasion we don’t know. I think he
peayed forapecial direction in aggresive
bristian work, #0 that his course and
methods might be in perfect acocri
with G d's will, Invited to Joppa by
the little christian church there when
it was monrnirg the death of Tabitha
he had remained for & fow days st the
senalde orjiyiog the tanner's hmgl-
tality. He may have felt when he
csme here exbaurted in mind and body
and be 10 doubt now felt recupersted’
by the fresh sea air. With renewed
strength he prayer'ully desired to re-
sume sportolic work and so he saked
God's guldance and waited God's
anawer. And God's answer in ver
laln lavguase hetoon received. Fall
pg into a travce, that is foto & state of
total mental isolation from the world,
his experience was like that of Py
when.he conld not tell whether he waa
in the body or out of it. While in this
a vision—a great sheet
vut of heaven, on which
were auimals of all sorts, "while in the
volee of G »d came the command *' %
Peter, alay and eat.”” This remarkable

vision mesnt to s as Peter
ahrewdly to guess, that in itacl/ esventi
illy one cresture ls quite as good and
aa olear as another. The influence
frcm this vislon and volce was direct
andelocvitet le, namely, that the cere-
monial restrictions of Jodalem were
sbrogated and terminated, and now
“every aresture of God is good and
oothlig to be refused.” From this
{uterence, snothir inference was
Itably deducible, namely, If all
animals are now morally clean for the
food of & Jew all mankind must be
tqunlly clean for interoourse and asso-
olstion with a Jew, When thinking on
this singular vision and drawing these
infernnoes, how vividly did Peter ro-
member the free and generous inber
course of bis Divine Master with pub-
lioars and sinners —with Bamapitans
augd Byro-phenieinns |

Potor atill 0o the roof of the house
but disentranced is reviewing the re-
markable vison hie has josl n and o
the street below stand the three men
sent by Cornelius enqu!ﬂn, for the
tanner's guest. w while Peter ques-
tioned in bimeel! what this vision
which he had wseen might mean, be-
hold the men whigh were sent frcm
Coroellus had ' msde etquiry for
eiimon's house, and stood before the

gate.”’

III. How ABD AMONG WHOM IS THE
SERVANT OF JRgS OHRIVI RENCRIORTH ~
IN THIS DISPEN¥ATION OF GRACE—TO DO
His wonk ?

Peter’s vision on the voof of the tanmer's
house answpre this question,

T'o you and me there is Iikely nothing
eithcr novel or startliog in Lh{vl vislon ;
what it reveals is no rovelation o us;
from our very infancy we have been so
sccustomed o hear about the radioal
vquality of all markind, about the free-
nees of divine grace and the unrestricl-
ed univirsality of gospel proclamstion,
we ocanbot easily sympsthize with

Peter's fsh scrup! Remember-
ipg that we ourselves are Gentiles, and
that at the very time of Peter's vision

in Joppa our own hesthen progen
ved J,\.“ ag far from the centre and in-
flaence of christisnity ss they could get,
away yonder on the extreme western
shores of weatern Europe, and yet that

) them were oarried (by this Cor-
velius in the Roman t’l‘-’, 'j:r‘lm)

the glad tidiogs ~in these clroum- | vised

stianoes we naturally aocept the froeness
of grace divine very much as & matter
n:lo:mu #a the indlapptable right of
a um

votions of ours must have been
idens of l&?ﬁ lv'lv- dm“.

hey had
mmgﬁ%@p

=
and
spacial

&
L

Take K. B: %m*

epecial
on

!unly difierent from these | o

the
R

l.lhlolg ducation and exp a
the rabbinioal Mishna there is a trea-
tise oslled Z -horoth which is composed
of one hundred and twenty-six chapters
sbout things clean #od unclean, Cou-
ceroing  vessels (" Kelin'') thers are
thirty chapters, aud, concerning hands
(“Yedayin") there are [ mar. Altersuoch

\raloing s these few illustrations fo- |

dicate how way it possible for any Jow

ADONIRAM JUDSON GORDON.

BY W, B, BOGGS. ~

Bince the day that this eminent scr
vant of Ohrist entered into rest very
deep indeed has besn the sende of loss
and bereavemant ¢ xperlenced by ohrist-
isns throughout the world, and many
have been the tributes 1o his grest
worth, and the fervent expressions of
esteem and love. Iiis well that the

not to be about y g
he touched avd ate?

Althcugh the Lord Jesus had com-
manded this very Peter to “go into all
the world and preach the gospel to
every creature,” up till now hedid n t
understard how this was to be done
without ruinons defilement. May we
not suppose that this ditliculty was so

rplexing Peter now as to constrain
g?m to make it the subject of special
prayer? la the vision ne had jusi had;
God had given him a very pldn‘!nﬂur.
O 10e, twice, thrice, the great sheet
with ita load of saimals, cléan and un-
clesn, was lowered to Peter's side;
onoe, twice, thrice & voloe from heaven
exhorted the hungry -‘hv to kill and

y of such men should long abide,
in order that those thiogs in whish

may be treasured up as s sacred herit-
age. o !

8i e death of Mr. Bpurgeon, pro-
bably mo minister of Christ has passed
away whose removal has been so wide-
ly and deeply moumed. The news of
his death cams as s terrible sur,
he alw seemed the embodiment of
perfect health, Large in stature ‘and
uulldly:éull't; appearing 'nlvqn o i
possessed of grest reserve force ; no one
ever seemed 1o think of Dz, Grdon be-
fog slok. He was endowed with an
sdmirable personsl presence, snd the
purity, benevolence, and dllnigy of his
o are best in the

eat withoat any glous scruple,
Awsking from his trance Peter's copr”
mon secss is drawing the inevitable in-
fluence: 1f God remo the
Mosnlo prohibiticn from soy food I
take into my body, that prohibition
must also be removed from any people
with wkom T come into contact outside
my body. Read va. 17-20. Thus the
honest Jew's ‘‘housetop” prayer for
divine guldance was answered jast as
the hoaest oenturion’s messengers were
knocking at the street door.

With instant snd hearty obedience
Peter now responded to the divine com-
mand. “Then Peter went down 10 the
men which were sent unto him from
Oornelius ; and said, Behold I am he
whomi yeseek . . . , Then oalled
he them in aod lodged them, ' And on
the morrow Peter went away with
them.” Bee vs. 21-23. The Jew wel:
comed bis heathen visitors—a thing
thodox Jew bad never done before—he
lodged them over nlfht bably fn the

e apartment with himself, he ate
th them out of the same dish, and
set out along with them to the Rtman
centurion’s house, resolved (0 presch
evén to the heathew, the free Love and
boundlees grace of Abraham's God.

Yes. “'on the morrow Peter wont away
with them and brethren from
Joppa acoompanied him,”

These ecclesiastioal and social bar-
riers onoe set up by God between Jew
snd gentile, ever sinoe that vision In
Joppa, have been utterly broken down
oeremonial dist ons between people
and ceremnnial distinctions of food are
no more; Giod hath shewn us not to
oall anythiog or any one common or
unclesn, Now “There {s neither Grook
nor Jew, cirocamc'sion nor uool on,
Barbarian, Beythian, bond nor free: but
Christ s all, and tn all.”

Along with the ‘the Gentllcs
nre ldfowholu of the grace of Hie "
for “he fa not & Jew who Iy one (only)
outwardly, nelther la that olroumalsion
which is outward in the Gesh; but he

1]is & Jow who ls one fnwaedly and efr

cumolsion s that of the hearl in the
u’:lrl(:.whmcpnb- s not of men, bul
of God."

“If yo be Christ's then are yo Abra
ham's seed, and heles nconding 1o the
promise.”

Are not these statements-and the
rosults which have lssued from them a
demonstration of the Divine truth and
the Divine power of christinnity !

words, “majestic aweetness.” And yet
he was, b all his superior endow-
ments, as much as any man { bave ever
seen, “‘alothed with humility.”

And now, as werecall the personality,
the life, and the work of thia great snd
hono minister of Christ what are
some of the spé features which ar-
rest out attentjoyg.

1, He walked with God How truly
could he say, “for our citizenship is in
heaven, from whenoe also we wail lox s
Saviour,” Every one who knew him

his life, saw that he “dwelt in ‘the
secret place of the Most High.” ' He
was babitually with God, and what
unotion this gave to his words, snd

various

In thinkiog of Dr.
s for miss

J
knew that they coun
with them,

the obief attenoti
Northfield, Ho was

he helped to make
ferenoes places ol

of Ol

what a h ly exp to his face!
Ay you came near bim you felt that he
was in touch with heaven, His prayem

4t whah

res
Nop s few devoled mes sod

er christisn
vigorously maintained.
they conapicuously followed tbe Lord pmiksions is inoarnated in that ohurch.

ione; the many enter-
peises for the furtherance of the nnrl
which he set in motion and helped for-
ward ; and the abundant results whioh
:;u flowed therefrom, we are

, for

that the udnf: of his death must bave

osused sinoere sorrow.in many places
throughoat o i mission flelds, the
Congo to Japan.¥ The

Dr, Gordon as their undou
end, that his great heart was ever

4. He was, in the best sense, one of

ablest and best-beloved
co-lal i together with such
men a1 A. T, Plerson and ¥, B l&:.
lulll‘l 3
n-

straotion, refreshing,
intimately, cr who bad a olose view of ,z‘g{;‘&g}” his ""‘mm o
tlon_and pom fort hia eschnge mioks-
tered 1o those who heard him! Always
bhunrhle, full of the and

aglow with the divine lfe, and the
word of Ohriet dwelling In him in extrs-
bristian hearts were

e eplrit of
Gordon's manifold

missionaries
Id always confidé in
genuie |

one foroes &t
one.of My’ Moody's
ocounsellors and

the N

bleasing.
mhl:d

whole soul

seomed llke I {i interviows
with the Lord, and you felt the sacred
solemnity, and the ;thlul raplure,
and thought of the white-robed throng,
the lngnf cholre, ' the sdoring eldems,
?nllu down their erowns of gold be-
ore
exprebsed in thess beautiful lines seems

enoe
“Loxd Jesus, make self Lo me
iy’

A living bt real
More wn-bld‘g falth's vision keen

Than any earthly objeot seen ;
More dear, more Intimatel h

Than e'en the dearest earihly the.”
2. It was not meraly the dootrine of

to have been fulfilled in his experi: -

drawn sround him
magnet. His

a8 Lo & greal spie’
sbaence from North-

L1
» religion ae this never could have orig-
in in or been evolved from Juds
In geniua and in privolple it Is
contrary to the natural and bpational
tastes and conviotions of all those v

tles by whom It was ulg y
%:o visit pald by Peter wmnluld
forever in-rulos all reclal distinoti

between man and man and inay
universal brotherhoo!, Than this what
evidence of the divine origin and truth
of ohristianity can we dem

The revival of Christian Missicne in
the present century has vevived this
very prooess of racial unifiostion. The
old prejudioe of the two great A‘,‘,fb
saxon nationy, Britain and Amerios,
afdnn hosthens and slaves has nearly

sappesred, Who does not now re-
gard any such feellng as & survival o
barbarlem ! .

son ln\hunor of “‘":"'“ spostie of
H n

large llgnl.nu the

[
e entered the minist

When .l‘l thz’. o e mnl ahh
century 2Mr. Oarey 2 s’ firat
oonve:{f.n Iodia, b'e sok ly declared,

& h
with a dng love for this ocause,
hrough ife devoted himsel! earn-

“Onate Is broken never more 1o be re-
stored.” Prophetic worde! Hindoo
caste has romained broken ever sinoe,
and the breach is widening every year,
Whenever man or woman fs b
into the mystioal bod{‘ of Christ (the
church) that moment he—shé iy one
with all “the body” ~the Jew with the
Italisn, the Afrioan negro with the
Greck and the Olicnssian, the Frank
with the Saxon, the Oelt, the Tartar and
the Mongol. True » ration is the
death-blow of all tr or oational
alienation-—of all hereditary inferiority
and saperiority, Greek and Jew, bar
n Soythisn bond and free are all
one In Christ, Whenever and wher
over men and women sit down at the
Lord's Table, they are all guests oo
oup’;iu the same level; of the one
loaf they must all est and out of the
o:u e:.p:l);n‘y‘ must all drink—whether
they | or p poers or peas-
ants, white or bm.%o very word
“eommunion’ 1

or oulture, and frowns divioe disap.
smd upon that modern invention of
ovilish gentility which dares to in-
troduce separste oups for individuals
ot the bw:b Table!
Who but God Himaell could have de-
two #t onoe #0 simple
and yot of such and power
a4 these,—
Barmian én one water,
:I‘I: Lono's Burese in one Commen

.%'1:.:;:.' %g “"E
ARSI o
T

all personal | will be
ftore | distinotions {n birth, or rank in weadth

estly and stesdily to its prombtion.
For many yeais he was & member of,
the Executive Committee of the Ameri-|
oan Baptist Missionary Union, and for
the past seven yesrs ils efficient ‘and
bhonored chairman., His church, two
Joars ago, tributed fwenty thowsand
dollars Lo K Missions, and this
without any u: 1 solioit

leader, and their
the church wi

» pastor, but it is
lead x

t They all
fn'::od with the spirit of their departed
God. They say that
would have it.” 'o‘l';l'h.p:k“yl l.hw'
o " a8
iy e O
ealnbow of peace fa

Thelr sorrow is deep, & sorrow that none
oan know but those who have lost such

THE AGONY IN

LUK

“The cup which

iven me, Tw
¢ X

T SxcTiox inel

‘AYER'SE&

A MEDICINE
WITHOUT AN EQUAL.

Statement of » Well Known Doctor

“Ayer's Sarsaparilia Is withont an equal
49 8 blood- purifier ail Bpring medielue, and
cannot have praise epough. 1 have watched
s offects (n chronle cases, where other
treatment was of no avall, and have beeit
astonished at the results, No other blood
medieine that 1 have ever used, and I have
tried them all, is so thorough In its sction,
and effocts 50 MmaLy pormanent cures as
Ayor's wuwm&"—m& F. MEnnoLy, -
Avgusta, Me. <

Ayer's 2oy Sarsaparilla

Admni at the World's Fa
Ayer’s Pitls for liver and bowels.

COUGHS and COLDS
S

Chaloner’s Croup Cure

£
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