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desvor s, in fact, s publishing Louse,
whose Lusiness it is 1o furnish the local
wpecietio. with reading matter, s the fol-
lowing sdvertised list of publications
will show :

PRICE- LINT.

L BN
¥ Mecting-,
A

o . K Clark, %
Cutidmn ynd the Churh, by Rev. V. £
Mecretary’s Memabership Revord, 1w
Tuy Gorues Rure (Club Rates §1.00), 100
LEAFLETS BY BEV, V. ¥ CLARK. »»

o

w('-—rno-. p 2w
Y. r.:.'r, © What 1t is, and How it

Baise the or s Element of

so? Becsuse ev:
man, o & boy; morslly weaker than he
wae every time s member
of this society Is unfaithful.to dnrlod’.
oo in thereby worally injured.
conslstency of impesing such s pledge is
seen in the fact that it is mum-duu“:y
PPy 4

| i e o W

VISITOR.

*
A PRATERMRRTING TALK

glorified in Him."”

those framing the
piedge be brokes, and provi

sion has been I

members who bave proved unhium;k i

they should wish to sign the pledge
in.

We sometimes ssk men to sign.s
pledge to abstain from the use of strong
drink, and such an sct may or may pot

elp men 1o overcome their craving for
that deadly drug A man desires to
keep from doing wrong, but feels he is
morslly weak, ﬁa is not a Christian, and
be thinks the pledge would help hin to
resist temptation, if o, wé say let him
the

d‘gm to ask g:e professing to be a Chris-
tish to sign » pledge that he will en-
deavor to live as a Christinn should live,
is & doubtful Sompli to Christianity |

=

H&r 'do-;\ forms
Ml ‘e Christian Endeavor
oo Work of Committes, Slugle
w.,) 3w
hn’-ﬁ.u. }.II
e ofaY. P8 C. E.by Rev. &, o
A -ll;* -ml;--rd a-ﬁlﬂl’wro(;bl
abwsve, 3 oemts each. Send for prices on lence
ifies, and for Bockety printing of sny
Addrows, U. % 0. K., # Bromfield St., Bos-
ton, Muse
This will give some ides of the kind of
e whine wivoh it is proposed to bring
into Baptist churches, and of the liter
ary pabuium which is to be given to our

L]
10 say the least. Tt can do no Christian
good, and may do many Christians much
harm. :

1t is setting before the ynung people
& wrong motive or incentive to Christian
fidelity. Does the signing of a pledge
slace Christians under a more sacred ol
l:p’u’on to work, than does the fact that
tbawm bought with the precious blood
of Chridt ?

Does the fact that the young people
have signed & pledge, give the pastor a
stronger leverage upon their consciences
and sffections, than does the fact
they huve professed to be children of
God? If so, it only shows how sadly they

young people.
in my paper alresdy published, ground |
-& inst tharinm ple of organ-
of any kind for doing the
which Christ hus cominitte] to the
charch. |
I wase a little surprised, but wuch |
pleased, 1o find that that er was
unanimously and heartily uloplt:fl by the
quarterly meeting, at which there were
present nb:’-un and a number of |
1 do not sup- |
pose for 8 moment that the view there |
o 1

-1

will be u y upp! i
but | believe it will find groatest favor |
with those who have given most thought |
to the

{ must bere comfess that when the
matter was first mooted five years ago, |
1 was umi‘ﬂu first to take up anos in |
defence of the societies, and the reason |
was, of eourse, that 1 had pever given |
five winutes thought to the subject. |
But from that time to the present the
vonviction has steadily grown upon me,
that the principle is wrong, unscriptural, |
and must in the end work harm to the |
-.In d('l;::

t my object in this puper 1s, to state
why I regard the }wny};wplc‘- society
of Christian endeavor as specislly nlr‘

l-:‘h ‘uim place, euch local society is |
pars of s buge organization which is not |
enly inter-denominational, but elso inter-
national.

s ouly sbout eight )'rm’ “

ly it bas its publishing |
Bpuse, its State conventions, and its
sbtional conventions. lHow are these
conventions constituted ? By delegates
from the ehurches ?. Certainfy not——snd

are in need of teaching in regurd to the
nature of- the obligations arising from
their relation to Christ.

Would the advocates of .thix pledge
theory think it wise in a father to ask his
children to sign a pledge that they would
be Lonest and true in the discharge of
the daties of children?

Does any intelligént person think that
it would be wise for a futher to appeal
to his children on the ground that they
bad signed a pledge, rather than on the
ground of his love to them, and the de-

| sire he has that they should love him?

What kind of character, thigk you,
would Le developed in children, who
should be constantly appealed to on the
ground of having signed a pledge. TDoes
(God want us to set before His children,
the lambs of Ilis flock, motives or in-
centives which we are forced to admit
that no wise father would think of set
ting before hix children?

Why should the young be asked to
pledge themselves, and bound when un-
avoidsble nbsent to send an excuse, any

{ more than the old?

Why not at the end of each month de
mapd from the deacons, and from every
wember of the church & reasoif why they
were absent, it may be, from every
prayer, meeting during the month ?

Suppose that the church were to make
such s demand, wbuld the deacons com-
ply with it? They would soon inform
the church that they are responible only
to Christ, in all such matters. [t seems,
then, very much like laying upon the
lambs, burdens which the sheep would
not bear.

But this-is a little aside from the real

oven wor iseuc. The point is, that the character
'l’ o & .S L"M“lm :: | of (*hristian service cannot rise above the

of o 1 o | Char of the incentives by which itis

- ey prompted. 1 think the Lord looks quite

cisties, and it iv impossile that the
charches could in duy measure influence
& comtrol the worx of thes: conven
taons

Who will say where unto the thing
will T But even if it should slways
whet it now is, po thoughtful
:::: Jhelp secing that the whole
of the movewent i away from

the cb irches
The Young Men's (hristian \ssociation
for » time found favor with all Jenomi
nations, and has o doubt bien belpful
0 masy young mes:  But, st ithe pres
ont tisor, many of those most ‘lou’n{) in
‘.Mld.‘l; work, and in the
Lond’s kingdom, begin to
doubt the wisdow of thet organization
and weo vemture the ow, that the
wamber of those who shall look with

dredar r upon 1L.r-qun will incress
= the yeais go o
1t bs found thet only u very suall per

--u: of thowe proiessing copveron
nY C. A meetings, ever lind their

way iuko the ehurchos of any denomina
Lo
We do not say. or mesn 1o iwply, that

wny of those sochetins Intentionally draw
sway the sympathios of the young from
the ahurches, but that such is _the in
ovitable tendency of them all, any 3
whe will give 8 bttle thought v the suls
poct will be forced to admit
But wow tarning o the
rey tione of locnl socictic
we notioe s the prayer
ber of the society is

Every actine meo
roquired 0 wake s ox W do two things.
Fiewt 1o sttond crery meeting “unless de
talnad by some absilute necensity,” and
Ghrest

rulos and
lie first |
soting

o take part in every meeting |

s laid w this pledge, it s |

miade sssantial 10 the cxistence of the
The following are the words |
reference 1o this vow :  These

rules concerning the prayer meeting are im |
perwiioe ; them there cannot be a |
true society of Christion Ewdeavor. {
Omoe & mosth & special mesting of re
eonwecration 10 Christ le 1o be held, at

§

'
£
{

fuithful o bis pledge.

3
3

11
¥

of
Bndesror are pladged and con
abtondance npow (he weekly prager

| pledged and tan! participa.
RS o e
pledged and constant work for ‘ethers

1

ial pains are 1o be | Warner's Safe Cure
every active mem. | 40 my conyietions unless Lextend a help-

#s much ut the motives actuating His
people, as ile does at the mmount of
work pesformed, and it may be that even
u little servies, prompted by a sense of
gratitwide for His redeeming love, may be
wore pleasing to Him thau would be a
very much larger amount, performed
because we had signed a pledge to do so.

What we should aim at, is nat to make
the young people attend a certain num
ber of meetings, sy a « in number of
prayers, perform the greatest possible
number of exterusl scts, and wmanifest
just 0 much outward sctivity, but rather
10 develope in them o far as possible,
sterling, Lgenwine Christian character s0
that they will do ull in their power, not
because they have mgned the plodge ;
not because they know “the lookout com
mittee,” s watching them, but because
they bave been saved, and belong to
Christ

If any pastor shall succeed in develop
ing in the youngsuembers of his Ahun'L,
such strength und besuty of character,
ae every earnest pastor ardently desires
to see manfested by all the members, it
will not be by getting them to sign a
pledge, but by teaching them the nature
of Christiun obligations, and be placing
before them constautly the heart-inspir
ing, soulmoving wotives furnishdd by
the life, labor, and teaching of (hrist

If any pastor can succeed better by
getting his young people to sign  pledge
than he can by teaching them the Word
of God, we certainly do not envy him his

| sucoess,

But thix letter is already longer than is

! desirable, and so [ will have to reserve

other te of this model constitution
for a future letler. Gimanr,

Woodstock, Jan. 2v.

-

Robert A. Gunn, M. 1., Dean and Pro-
fessor of Surgery of the !'nibed States
Medical College. - Edito~. of “ Medical
Tribune,” Author of *Gunn's New Im
proved Hand-book of Hygiene and Do.
mestic Medicine,” says over his own sig-
nature in addressing the proprietors of
“1 eannot be true

ing hand and endorse all | know to be

W of these rules we find | good and trustworthy, Your graphic de-
“ The ecasemtial features | seriptions of diseases of the kidneys and
oung Veople's Bociety of | liver have awakened the medical profes.

| sion to the fact of their great incresse.
| Physici l.hhh"e been experimengally
| treatin disense, and while casti
| about for an authorized remedy, !hair;w‘
tients have died on their hands.”

o B sl

commitices " [
‘o-ﬁ-d:: the stross that
hosshin

l —Urw_&mpiﬂy will be manifest in
o _noise ; more

4 of s

a lull

terval the rebins ve
drops from their plumage and cheerily

The Apostle Johlh resords a remark-
. able saying of our Lord, which o
towards the closs of His ministry. “ Now may
is the Bon of Man glorified, and God is. | tha

sing? Or how between the lightning
glare tearing the da-k clouds asunder, | ;.

dod thunder of emp “lifoworth | “Allot it?! .
‘ B I.ivil‘a‘!."r y:ﬂ A " You
, A e meat o God aro | Were you
lacéd within ungoienti- | “ Yo
and un! Al B 1 r; pt the!
attered Bave ibased Blas and

Have you sometimes noticed how, be- Mﬁ; ‘ -
tween the dark glooms of a dull SHOTNRD aldtard lead
ing and & damp evening, nature has
inserted a thin wedge of light? Or how
occurs in the dreary
drip of the rain-storm, during which in-
will shake the wet

their

Maker ;for having neither will noractive
choice they cannot do otherwise. But
the noble power is given man to choose
whether he will seek the highest good or
the deepest ill. And when man, sble to
down, determines to go up, and reso-
utely seeks His glory who is the Source
of all good, then is the Eternal abun
dantly glorified. And the r&nlﬂindan of

s one as

and the thunder jarring the erin
rocks; there is a pause, s moment
stillness and calm ? If you have noticed
these things you will the better lpﬁ:’
ciate this passage of Scripture; the bet-
terunderstand the dark setting in which
this jewel text is found. -

Christ had foretold the grim ghastly

whom thirty pieces of silyer were more

and fiery, the Coeur de Lion of the
apostles, how he too will deny his Lord.

belching flame the Master places the
rich flowery plain of the text; between
these two frowning thunder-clouds he in-

ible, yea, of certain , while say-
g, “1f ‘Gon be wm Him, God
shall also glorify Him -in Himself, and
shall straightway glori?' Him.”

Severing the text from its environ-
ment 1 proceed to npgly it to your life
and mine, as I notice the possibility here-
in hinted at, viz: that human life may
glorify God.

Giranting man's ability to measure con-
tinents and name the constellations,
to navigate the seas and subdue the pow-
ers of nature to his will, it is still true
that in moral and religious things, we
are prone to be too easilW sutisfied, con-
tent to live on too low arange. And we
repose where we should be restless ; and
are contented where ambition would be
more pleasing to Deity, and more bene-
ficial to oursslves.

“Give me unfailing water,” said the
Samaritan woman to the weary Christ.
This was the high-water mark of her de-
sire. “Blind as foolish,” is the reply,
“ hadst thou known, had thy ignorancée
been less dense, thou wouldst bave asked
fmce-. to satisfy thy soul, and not merely

lor water to slake the body’s thirst.”

“Stupid ruler of the nation, unfit
leader of the chosen people,” said Elisha
to Joash, “why dids't thou-net shoot all
thine arrows from the quiver; for then
thou shoulds’t have obtdined many vie-
tories over the enemies of thy kingdom.”
It is ever so, my brethren ; in spiritual
matters we are too easily satisfied. We
are often content with meagre success
and inferior attainments ; forgetful that
it is our high privilege to front the
horizon, look into the starry skies, and
drawing from the unimpoverished re-
sources of God's grace to attain unto the
stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus.
It was said in m{' hearing some time
ago, “Let me barely get inside heaven's
door, this,is the height.of my desire, and
for this alone I m’;\'o;" But to c:vet
earnestly the hi ifts and weightier
victarie-’lz surely udmﬁublc, for to each
one among us the heavens are as free as
to Moses or John, and if we truly desire
and ennrgzh’uﬂy strive to obtain, there

ill be i A to us an d
entmnce into the heavenly kingdom. ©
brother mariner, be not content to
barely escape wrec! and wild doom,
be not satisfied that with torn sails, rent
cordage and straived timber thy bark
reach the heavenly harbor; But in firm
reliance on the great Pilot, in rigid ad
herence to all His laws, seek to close thy
life's voyage gloriously ; to come
more than conqueror through Christ thy
Lornd. For be assured, there is more in
Christianity than merely escaping hell,
and taking the first seat inside beaven's
gate ; for it is given to thee, U foeble
one, to live a life wmore pleasing inf God's
sight than roll of planet or song of spring
~to refloct credit on Him whose you
are and whom you should serve..
in & word, within thy reach is placed
the massive possibility of glorifying God,

But while uyi‘:f this possibility is
thine, it is essent to emphasise the
fuct thist this glory is but a possibility
and not an established certainty.

For heir ot the stars though thou art,
thou canst bury thyself in policy and
pleasure secking, in fappancy, selfish
ness and sin. And grand though the
stream of thy profession of religion ap
pear, it largely rests with thyself, whether
that stream, everbroadening and increas-
ing in beauty and usefulness, sball flow
on with an enlarging capacity and foree ;
or whether it shall trail its weary course
amid the smagaps of indolence and earth
liness, where the lament of thy good
angel and the crackling laughter of the

g

undergrowth. The
Lo stern, its every timber, belongeth to thy
Father, who is the great cap!:f:; and by
virtue of thy relationship to Him thou

the shap affords. But in spite of

lack of knowledge, wrongness of desire,

instead of the society of patriarchs and

out thy life amid the compani i
T 1 =

treachery of Judas~tbat doomed oge to uted fullness
than all the parables and miracles of the | 5

Gotman. He had fortold this treschery; |
and now he Yells Peter, the impetuous’|; gy, 11\uig visible; willing the wasth of

But between these two mountains of

serts a scrap of blue sky; as He talks of

devil moan drearily amid the blasted | I :
t ship from stem | die

or incapacity for rightful ambition, drag
out the voyage in the steerage, where

prophets, thou hast the inferior passions,
is thy Father. That no one can truth-
fully gainsay. Yet prodigal-like thou—the
Bon of the Lord God Almighty—mayst

P
ol;::‘ynhnnh are available.

the singing contellations never did or
can ; for to see a mad who might be self-
seeking and mean, to see that man sink
ing self in the God'-will, is the most beau-
ﬁf‘ul sight the width of the world opens
0 the gaze of mortals. To see him
strive and plan, and wrestle, and work,
and achieve, and then pour his concen
into the Deity aen stream
into the ses ; to seq the man willing to
that God may increase ; wis J
1 as did the Midian bush that (i

themarble that the statue may grow and
become manifest; this side the sea of glass
and the burning throne of God, it is not
probable sught else is s0 impressive and
unspeakably grand,

To realize that ail life is God's work.
manship ; that the world belongs to Him
and not to the devil ; that life's chief ele-
vation is prostration at His feet; to be
willing to.seek God’s glory in the midst
of chastening and crushing woe ; to e an
instrument passive in the Master’s hand,
letting Him touch minor or mmjor cord
as He sees fit; to be as a true echo of
His ringing voice ; to know and will all
this, my brothers, is to eat angels food,
and walk with God. W. B. Hinsox.

-~-—— -
The Forgiven Son.

The yuaint saying of Jeremy Taylor,
that “ God fails not to sow blessings in
long furrows,” has an illustration in the
following narrative:

In the commencement season of 1857,
a student of a classical and military
school in New England was to have
graduated with honors, but by some
deviation from the rules of the school
his record was impaired, A rebuke
from his father angered fhe young man
and he vowed he would live at home no

i father, is thet the way to be
come & Cheistian?

“ldﬂ":hwwofuz wor »

“That is v shmp! plain, | can
get hold oﬂ:x."

Very much sxbausted by this effort,
the Colonel turned his head upen his

illow to rest. The father, having done

is work for the dylng son, mak into s
chair and gave way (o & flow of tears, ox
pooting soon o clows his son's nyw s

death. That painful was hot 1o
Inst long. It could not. 1 did net. A
change taken place. A now life had

come to that soul Tte first ublorsnce
changed the tears to joy

“ Father, you need not ery any more
I don't want you should, 1 want you
should sing. 1t's all right with me now |
' b ; Josus has forgiven me; 1've
told” T Yhow sorey 1 4 haleT Kave

he has 'or?nn mey
lkmwmhu,lorh«uqnhuwn,uul'
have taken his word for it just as 1 did
yours. 1'm not afeaid to die now ; | don't
think [shall; I feel the stirring of & new
life within me, and with it comes the feel- |
ing of new life in blood. T want you
to sing that hymn we used to
sing when a at family prayers:

“When I can read wy title clear,

To mansiogs in the skies,

I'll bid farewell to every fear,

And wipe my weeping eyes.”

Immediately, the life current which
was rapidly ebbing away, bagan to flow
back, the pulse beating at the death-rate
began to lessen; the eyes to brighten,
the countenance to glow with new blood,
the voice to be natural, the sadness of
that afternoon to Tgive pi to cheerful-
ness and hope. e surgeon coming in,
as was his wont every day, to watgh the
rapid progress of the dreaded gangrene,
put his fingers upon the pulse and said,
with great surprise : “Colonel, your pulse
is wonderfully changed ! you fook better.
What has happened ?”

“Well,” replied the Colonel, “Father
has shown me how to be a Christian, and
I have done it. I’'m better ; I'm going to
get well; I've asked Jesus to let me live
to take care of father, mother and sister,
and to serve my country for which 1
bave given my (a , and well nigh my
life.”

" On dressing the wound next morning,

longer, and, abusive language,
left the house.

But the storm of passion was too vie-
lent to last long, and soon spent itself.
The better nature camy: back, and enter-
ing the room he had so rudely left, he
threw his arms around his father’s neck,
and said - “Father, I've done a very
wicked thing. I'm very sorry I have
abused you s0. It was not your loving
son thatdid it, | was angry. Can you for-
i I shall never again do such &

The quick emurace and & father's kiss
removed the agony of gmilt from that
‘broken beart. Never since that hour
(both. are living to-day) has an unkind
word._escaped his nlzo He nurses his

ed parents as tenderly they used to
him.

For several years this event, so full of
interest at the time, had no oT mean
ing than an occasional family reminis
conce, But ss now seen, there was &
divine iotention in it, reaching into
future yesrs. In this school incident
there was the illustration, and par
ently the only one, that would the
heart of n dying officer, and rescue both
body and soul from the wreck of « great
battle. ®o Christ's love and foresight
“ghapes our ends” and sows our “ bless
| ings in long furrows,” as the following
| will show
A fow yours later found this young

off | man at the West, thoroughly trained in

hasiness and military taotios. He went
10 the front st the call of his country,
us captain of & company of his cheice
was wounded in that fearful battle of
figttysburg—and on the sixteenth day
?.m.:, his futher found him-—gangrene
bad fellowed amputation of the right leg
Just below the knee, and had nearly
reached the futal death mark. He was
given up to die. There was no hope re
maining. Life was nearly gone. The
embrace be gave his father was foeble,
Ilis voice was that of ome sbout to give
up life. “Doar father, how glad 1 am
to see you once more, you must do the
talking now. I'm almost L»

Returned from a short walk with the
surgeon, the'Colonel asked his father to
sit down by him.

“ Have yom been talking with the sur
goon ?”

“Yed"

“ What did he say about me ?"

“He says you must die.”
{ow long does he think | can live ?
ot more than four days, and you
may go at any moment.”

* Father, you must not let me die now.
1 am afraid to die. I'm not prepared to
If I must, do tell me how. [ know
you can for I've heard you do it for
others.”

There was no time or place for tears.

hast @ right to the choicest mbin(p.m | There was work to be done and' done at
if

nce. There was no hesitation. Instantly

remains tr::‘ that thou mayest through | the Spurit said to the father, ““Tell him of

the school incident. What is what he
wants, [ have held it in reserve for this
moment.”
“My son, you feel guilty, do you not?”
“Yes. That s me afraid to die.”
“You want to be forgiven, don't you?”
“Yes. canlbe?”
“Certainly.”
“Can I know it before I die ?"
“Certainly.”
“Do make this so plain that T can get
hold of it,” raising his feeble ann and

“ s life worth 7" is the question
modern thought tly asks. Like | closing the band as if to grasp it.
s flash of up the glory “Do you remember the school incident
of some. ; is text, with | years ago?”
stretohing out sway [ “ Yes, very distinetly. I was thinkin,
chmi:g answers that | it All over a few dage ago, as ['thought
wmvw:n riuative,cheer | your coming,”
t pob seem to b “Do you remember how you camé
worth living, to him whose aim. | back into the house and throwing your
1 chief ambition | arms areund your father's ‘neck, you
3 wiain | asked him to forgive you '
drink and|  “Yest | »
in a0 easy chair sloep.and | What did he say to.you 1"
if it is “He

* “Did you beligve him 1 1
“Criainly, /I never doubted hus word?"
© Did had k. away your gl

‘Liorgive you with &ll my
me " i

the whole mass of rotten flesh fell to the
floor—the gangrene was arrested—its
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poe
K ALTTE At lonst
able ?WML- o
Ui will net be lmproved by tham, And
“the logie of the case is tils. that if
soviverts  are Bt indectrinsted
trw i owill soon be o Wie aver
of them »

:
;
;
:

o A Ty
. for than twenky years,
K"ﬂ.

more
L around
‘l‘e of rﬂxpzj.:ﬁ’:l almost

v thlzav has & fatal
A R
They have been d ly inhaling the

ﬂﬂuvilnx olfkf:lum doctrines .‘d.unalm'bdr
very life-hl in inon of
ll:';n}nl have mﬂo be l)hrb"l’_?n
a ave become utter worldings. oy
are casier than old shoes about all that
pertains to the welfare of Zion. The
younger generation has drifted away
from them. Many of these churches
bave languished thus, whilst other de-
nominations caught them . ing and
regped the harvést which t. have
been theirs, Whereupon a few to
rub their eyes and think it is well
enough to have some extra meetings to
see if the lost cause cannot be regained.
Better late than never. But what miﬂt
have been is forever past. And what
fractional opportunity remains will soon
have slij p«{) away. An account of
stewardship is coming which it will not
be pleasant to face. “He that hath an
ear let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches.”

3. In watching for the salvation of in-
dividual souls what wealth of meaning in
that word opportunity | A man is some-
what interested in religion now. Follow
it up. Strike while the iron is hot. He
may never be interested in. is
may be God’s last call. The man’s feet
may be ding on the hidden boundary

work ended. The surg hrowing up
their arms, exclaimed: “Great God!
This is a miracle. (God only could do
this! "

Years have come and gone. Thix
young offieer, thus rescued from, the
wreck of war, still lives. In that school
incident in 1857 was foreseen the saving
of a valuable life—thanks 0 sovereign
grace. That life has been an important
factor im the political, religious and do-
mestio bistory of his day, Positions of
trust have been freely giveri and honor-
ably held by him. ' His official career has
been marked by efficiency, integrity, a
high seuse of honor, a quiv‘c appreher:-
sion and » ready decision of official ques-
tions, fairmess, im iality, general popu-
larity and isl success. The church
knows the influence of his membershi
and support. In his home, blessed witg
the wife whom God had prépared for
him, & family has been reared to a
Christian life, and all of suitable age are
gsthered into the church. The morning
prayer hay held the same place as the
moming meal. God grant that such a
life may be spared for many years to
oome.

The lesson of this narrative ix that,
very genemlly, the way to become a
Christian s indistinot and  confused.
Ministors should make it so plain that
men esn get hold of it. 1t is 8o simple
that “ way' ng men though fools need
not ort therein."— N, Y, Observer.

-
Lost Opportunities.

BY REV, A, O PEUK

The wit of most people comes-too lute.
They ean see what might have been said
or done after the ocomsion has gone by.
The Giresk fool who sawed off l’le limb
on whioh he was sitting, thereby learned
A losson In gravitation whieh cost him
too dearly in broken bones. Mourning
does not bring back the slain Emu that
laid the goldeu o Why lock the barn
after the horwe ho::‘ stolen? The
count % U the saddest

R
W sl

word sh hn‘unﬁ« in the

y ) is this

true of things which are eleans gone for

ever. It was, but is not and shall be no

more.

“Of alt sad words of tongue or pen,

The saddest are these-.it might have
been.”

Meon cloarly sppreciate thgs principle
in some relations and prize oppor
. At s now or never.
When that tide which Jeads on to fortune
comes in they lsunch their barks upon
its flood. But the children of this world
are in their generstion wiser than the
children of light, In spiritual concerns
mortals are not only proverbially dilatory,
but they are even disposed to contest
tlLe principle that there are any shut
doors-or lost dpportunities not to be re
trieved. Eager toresp material harvests
oat aversion to the jere.

t i pust, the summer
is ended, and we are not saved.” Bus the

missed their L unity in
lplylc of the Mmu:"::‘u{ (God's
faithful messenger. So, too, the Christ

wept over doomed Jerusalem. And it
is n view of all these sad bilities
of sealed destiny that the Book of God

pportunity in nﬁ\u
:ﬂamﬁ’ﬂ:l.
life. We know
-avnnndnpw
acter becomes

il

between God's patience and his
Pluck him as you would a brand from tae
burning. “Upon some have compassion,
making a difference, pulling them out of
the fire.” Who dan say what a seasonable
word or endeavour may accomplish?
Who can say what multitudes bave
perished because available opporfunities
for their salvation were not wisely and
eartestly improved? We know nothing
wbout God’s secret decree. The practical
word of inspiretion is, “Let him know
that he which converteth the sinner
from the error of his way shall bave a
soul from death and hide a multitude of
sins.” 5

Against all this line of thought a
mighty tide of false hope is surging in
our day. The dream is of future oppor-
tunities and second probations. There is
nothing very urgent, nothing imminently
perilous about humanity's eternal intey-
ests, according tothe unbelief of the hour.
Ample time, abundant opportunity, whis
pers the adversary. And the evil sug-
gestion heeded cuts the mnerve of
missionary endeayour, opiates conscience,
comforts spiritual sluggards, fosters that
antediluvian npeglect carlessness
which Christ said would exist when the
last trumpet shall shake the skies. Be-
hold he cometh quickly. And the ghosts
of Jost opportunities will constitute the
most earful aspeoct of his advent.—Zion's
Advocate.

e e -————

¥ It Cost Too Much,

THE SAD EXPHRIENCE WHICH BEPELL ONK
OF THE ASTORS,
| ——

In the early days of the direct tea
trade with China, importers were sox
ious to secure the earliost cargoes of »
new orop.

The first curgo brought the best priee

pro(m. 3 ‘-p

and large The sucoessful (
tain  was always rowarded, so overy
knowp aid to navigation was adopted

The young capiain of one of My
Astor's olippers ught, on gve of his
trips, s new chronameter, and with s ald
made & gquiok and wrived first
He put t'tu 1 of it into the expense s
nocount of thetrip, but Mr, Astar threw
| it out, insisting that sush an item of ax
| pense for new fangled notlons sould not
|  epe-Auad

The Captain thessupon tesigoed o
took ou:L- mﬂc‘ﬂvd e

The next year long v
advanes of sny U"" Hreat
delight and profit of bin smployers, amt
the chagrin of Mr. Astor

Not long after they chanced to meet
and Mr. Astor uu'ulud‘

“ By the way, Captain, how much i

shi

yout"
" then with »

quizsionl

“ And how nnhhil‘-ou you, My
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