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Report of Minister of Mines for Last Year Shows
~ That Output Represented Greatest Valuc
. in History

of Province.

The report of the minister of mines
for the year has first been issued from
the government printing office. It shows

. gratifying production last year exceed-

ing the previous twelve months by
nearly one million dollars.

The Provinclal minefa.’:;gist in sum-
ming up the record for 1 says:

Th‘e 3a.lue of the mineral products of

e province for the year 1907 is greater
tha¥i that for any preceding year, and
amounts to $25,882,560, showing an in-
creass over the last year of $902,014,
equiwalent to an irjcrease of 3.6 per cent
and is greater than the output of 1905
about 15.2 per cent., ami 36.3 per cent.,
greater than that [of 1904,

An analysis of the returns shows that
this increase is d to the greater ton-
nage of lowgrade ore mined in the
boundary district,| and also to an in-
creased tonnage from |the collieries,
Poth in coal and copke,

The market prige for all the metals
was unusually high for the first part of
the year, but fell o low during the last
half of the year that the average mar-
ket price for 1907 was very little, if any,
higher than that df 1906,

The tonnage of ore mined in the
province during the year 1907, exclusive
of coal. was 1,804114 tons. This total
tonnage was produced by the various

‘distriets in the lelovylhg proportions:

Boundary, 65.1 ppreentage of total;
Rossland 15.8; Cdgast 47; Fort Steele
M. D., 8.6; all other districts, 5.8, .

The number of mines from which
shipments were njade in 1907 was 147;
but of these only {2 shipped more than
100 tons each duripng the year.

There were in the province 36 mines
that shipped in expess of 1,000 tons each
during the year, and of these 11 were
in the boundary digtrict, 8 in the Nelson,
6 on the Coast, 4 [in the Rossland, 3 in
the Fort Steele 3 in the Slocan
‘district, and 1 i Lardeau M. D.

cord.

The total minexal production of the
province for all y p to and includ-
ing 1907 has reacHed the high figure of
$299,526,282; The priopduction is shown ac~
cording to minenals in tHe following
table. |
Gold, placer .. .J .. .. .. ..$ 69,649,103
Gold, lode .. .. ..fi. .oud .o 45,070,717
VR e o e 27,289,833
ERE - e s s e e AROATANT
Copper .. .. .. . 43,713,122
Coal and Coke .. 86,972,511
Bullding stone, biicks, etc .. 6,693,100
Other metals .. .} oot ee woo

“ we ap es wa

e ea wn ws

Total .. . e s 4o..$209,526,282
From this it’will be seen that coal
mining has produced more than any
separate class of mining—a total of
$86,972,611—followdd next in importance
by placer gold at $69,549,103, and third

by lode gold at 45,070,717,
_“The metal gold, derived from both
placer and lode mlnx{‘:\g, amounts to
$114,619,720, the greatest amount derived
eral, the next most
important being |coal, .the total gross
value of which, ¢ombined with that of
coke, -1s $86,972,511, followed by copper
at $43,713,122, silyer at $27,289,833, and
lead at $19,917,197, |
The values of the total production of
the mines of the province for each year
from 1890 to 1907| has increased nearly
ten-fold, and has now reached a pro-
duetion, for the|past year, valued at
$25,882,560, or moxe than double what it
was in 1899,
Statel of Mines,

Although coal fining hes been a con-
stantly increasinlg industry during the
period of 20 yeaxys, lode mining did not
‘begin practically| until 1. , since when
it has risen. with remariable rapidity,
though not withjout interruption, until
now it has nearly reached the $17,000,000
line, and the totd] production has near-
ly reached the §$26,000,000 line.

There has beer] a decrease in the pro-
duction of placer gold of some $120,400,
and at the same|time ja decrease in the
output of lode gold of $575,618, making
& tota] decrease|of $696,019 in the pro-
duction of the npetal, |

The amount df silver produced this
past year was 3,745,448 ounces, having
a gross value qf $1,703,825, a decrease
from the precdding |year of $198,495,
due chiefly to tHe decreased production
of the Slocan digtriet. -

An output of flead in 1907 amounting
to 47,738,703 1bs, valued at $2,201,458,
which is a decrease from the produc-
tion of the prepeding year of 4,669,514
1bs. of lead.

This year again the boundary district
has the honor df first place on the list
followed in ordef of output by the Coast
district and Eagt Kootenay, with West
Kootenay, for mhany years our greatest
producer, as only fourth on the list.

+The Coast and East Kootenay dis-
tricts, however, lowe a considerable per-
centage of their outputs to the caol
mines situated| within thelir limits,
whereas in the lother districts the pro-
duction is entir¢ly from lode mining.

*The output of the placer mines for
1907 was $828,000, a decrease of about
12.7 per cent. as|compared with the pre-
vious year, and due to a dry season
with a shortagp of water for hydrau-
lic mining. f

i The gross valpe of the product of the
-lode mines singe 1887 to date is $135,-
990,889, The production in 1907 was
$16,216,847, ‘a dpcrease from -the pre-
ceding year of| $1,267,255, or about 7.2
per cent, ; J

The total amdunt of coal mined to the
end of 1907 is 95,944,700 tons (2,240 1bs),
worth $79,115,658. Of this there was pro-
duced in 1907 sqme 1,800,067 tons, valued
at $6,300,235, a larger amount than has
been produced n any previous year.

~In thess figures of doal production the
coal used in mgking coke is not includ-
ed, as such cdal is accounted for in
figures of outpt of coke, %

, The amount ppf coal used in 1907 in
making coke as 419,541 tons, from
mhich was mafle

hsvi!w a value of $1,

P

-820,899

increase in value of $341,343 on the
whole production.

While 222,913 tons of coke were ac-
tually made, only 215,689 tons wére sold,
owing to the sudden shutting down of
the smelters-in the Interior, necessita-
ting the carrying over of 7,224 tons of
coke in stock.

Within the last two years the selling
prices of coal and coke have risen,
and it has been estimated that the
average selling prices are now approx-
imately $3.50 per ton (2,240 1bs. for coal,
and for coke $6 per ton of 2,240 1lbs.,
which prices have been used in calcu-
lating the value of these productions.
The prices formerly used in such calcu-
lations were $3 and $5 per ton respec-
tively. "

The total tonnage of ore mined in the
province during the past year was 1,-
804,114 ton having a gross value of $18,-
244,847, >

The output of mineral products in
British Columbia compared with that of
Similar products in all the other prov-
inces of the Dominion, shows that in
1807 British Columbia produced of the
metals and coal an amount over 63.8
per cent. of that of all the other Cana-
dian provinces combined,

Coal Production,

The actual production of coal in Brit-
ish Columbia during the year 1907 has
been practically confined to the Crow's
Nest Pass Collierres . in South-East
Kootenay, and to the Wellington Col-
liery Co., and the Western Fuel Co.,
operating on Vancouver Island. In ad-
dition to these, a new colliery has been
opened up at Middlesboro, near Coutlee,
in the Nicola Valley by the Nieola
Valley Coal and Coke Company.
which shipped during the last three
months of the year, since it acquired
railway connection, some 10,000 tons of
coal.

On .Vancouver Island three new col-
lieries have begun shipping, as yet on
a very small scalt, but still a begin-
ning. These new collieries have shipped
as follows:—The Gilfillan Colliery at
Welling’ton_, operated by Macgowan &
Co., 2,848 tons; the Fiddick Colliery at
South Wellington, operated by the
South ‘Wellington Coal Mines, Ltd.
(John Arbuthnot et al.), 575 tons, and
the new East Wellington Colllery at
Nanaimo, operated by the Vancouver-
Nanaimo Coal Mining Co., Ltd., 156
tons.

In the tables and statistics the output
of the Middlesboro Colliery has been
included in the Coast Collieries.

The gross output of the coal mines of
the province for the year 1907 was 2,-
219,608 tons (2,240 1bs.), of which 44,-
760 tons were added to stock, leaving
a total consumption of 2,174,848 tons of
coal; of this amount, 916,262 tons were
sold for consumption in Canada, 673,-
114 tons were sold for export, making
the total of coal sales for the year
1,589,376 tons; of the balance of the
coal, 419,541 tons were used in making
coke, ‘and 165931 tons under colliery
boilers, etc.

From this amount of coal there were
produeed 222,913 tons (2,240 1bs.) of coke
of which 7,224 tons were added to stock,
leaving the mnet coke sales of 215,689
tons, of which 155,579 tons were con-
sumed in Canada and 60,110 tons ex-
ported,

The Coast collieries mined in 1907
somae 1,342,877 tons of coal, which, less
the 44,760 tons added to stock, makes
the, total amount of coal disposed of
1,298,117 tons, distributed as follows:
Sold as coal in Canada 698,041
Sold as coal in United

SRBDEN g
Sold ‘as coal in other .,

countries .. .. .. %00 22,088

359,666

Total sold as coal

Used . under compar’ies'
Pollers, ete: .. si¥iii i

Used in making coke....

1,079,745

121,701
96,671

1,298,117

The total coal sales of the Coast Col-
lieries show an increase of 99,673 tons,
or about 10.2 per cent over the preced-
ing year, and the increase would have
been very much greater but for the fi-
nancial depression in California, the
chief export market. This is evidenced
by the fact that 44,760 tons of coal ac-
tually mined was not sold but added to
stock, and the mines had to be run on
“short time” during the fal] months.

The consumption of coal in that por-
tion of British ‘Columbia served by the
Coast Collieries shows an increase. of
166,935 tons, or 31.4 per cent over last
year, indicating an increasing demana
for fuel in the home market, the local
safes this year amounting to 65 per cent
of the total sales,

On the other hand. the saleg for ex-
port to the United States show a de-
crease of 73,517 tons, or about 17 per
cent, The export trade to other coun-
tries, while still insignificant, shows an
increase over the previous year of
| about 40 per cent.

The production of coke on the coast
is confined to one company, the Well-
ington Collery Co., which made in 1907
some 16,372 tons of coke from washed
screenings; of this 1,560 tons were added
to stock, the sales amounting to 14,-
812 tons.

The sales for local consumption in
1907 were 14,592 tons, as against 14,-
547 tons in 1906—practically no change,
but the export sales of coke, which in
1906 amounted to 8,304 tons, in 1907 were
only 220 tons—practically nothing.

The coke sales, however, do not give
the true condition of the market, as the
great demand for coal at high prices
was such that it was more profitable
for the company to sell its coal, as
such, than to make it into coke, even
while a local smelter had to import
coke from the Orient, ag similarly had
to be done in Alaska and, presumably,
ih California.

In the Rocky mountain coal field, the
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of coke, equal to 11.9 per cent with an
separate collieries being worked, viz.:—
Michel, Coal Creek, and Carbonado col-
Ke fes—all operated by the Crow’s Nest
Pass Coal Co., Ltd., although the last
mentioned ‘colliery has made no. pro-
duction this last year, but is now being
opened up again.

At Hosmer, between Fernie and Mi-
chel, interests connected with the C. P.
Ry. are opening up a large and exten-
sively equipped colliery, which will not
ship coal until 1908.

The only operating company,) the
Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Co., mined dur-
ing the year 1907 some 876,7

Sold as coal
Sold as coal
States ..

in Cana

in United
Pt S SRR - K8
Total sold as coal ...... w 509,831
Used by company in mak-

IR OORD . s S 322,870
Used under company’s
boflers, etc. .... c.vies 2s 44,230
876,731
The amount of coke made from the
322,870 tons of coal used was 206,541
tons (2,240 1bs.), of which 5,664 tons
were carried over the year as stock,
while 200,877 tons were sold as coke,
140,987 tons for consumption in Canada
and 59,890 tons exporred to the United

shows an increase over the preceding
year of 17,156 tons, and the sales of
coke an increase of 12,831 tons, equally
divided between the Canadian an'd:
United States markets,

The coke sales of this company would
have been considerably greater but
that the drop in the selling price of
copper, followed by a financial depres-
sion, caused the/large smelters in the
boundary district, which obtain their
coke supply here, to suspend operations
for about two months out of the year.
The coal and coke production were ad-
versely affected during the earlier part
of the year by a shortage of cars, and
insufficient labor wrth which to earry
on the work,

Gold.

The production of placer gold during
the year 1907 was about $828,000, a de-
crease of $120,400, or 12.7 per cent. as
compared with the previous year.

The production of placer gold is sub-
Jject to sudden fluctuations, the discov-
ery of new diggings causing a rise, but,
as is always the case with this class
of mining, a few years see& the richer
ground worked out and it takes some
further years to permit of hydraulic
and other forms of machine mining
becoming established.

The Atlin district is at present the
largest producer of placer gold, contri-
buting nearly half of the total provin-
cial output, Here the larger companies
now produce about 70 per cent. of ‘the
gold recovered, the remaining 30 per
cent being obtained by individual min-
ers, a large proportion of whose pro-
duction is obtained from “drifting”
operations, which can be carried on in
winter, In this district royalty was col-
lected on about $340,000 worth of gold:

The two dredges which were operated
for a short time a couple of years ago
have been now abandoned, it being ad-
mitted that, although the ground cary
ried sufficient gold, the character of the
deposit—a ' clayey gravel - containing
large boulders, together with- a hard
and uneven bedrock—rendered the pro-
blem a hard one to solve,

After the difficulties to be experienced
with a dredge were realized, a stream
shovel was established on. Tar flats,
dredging up the gravel dry and con-
veying it in cars to an elevated wash-
ing apparatus, which obviates many
of the troubles met with in dredging
This shovel has been steadily in opera-
tion and is reported to have made a
good saving and a large produyction,
but neither these figures nor the profit
or loss balanece can be given.

The Dease Lake section of the Stik-
ine distriet has been a disappointment
this year owing to mishaps to the two
companies working there, The individ-
ual miner has almost disappeared from
this once famous camp,

There is a slight falling off in the
gold output of the-Cariboo district, but
the district has fairly maintained its
standard of production, some $350,000
having been recovered this yeaf,

Fort Steele division still continues
to produce a little placer from the old
workings on Wild Horse creek.

The lower Fraser river and the
Thompson river have almost ceased to
produce gold, the dredges established
there having been anything but a suc-
cess.

The value of the gold produced from
lode mining in the province during the
vear 1907 was $4,055,020, a decrease of
$575,619 or about 12.5 per cent. About 95
per cent. of the ‘gold thus produced is
recovered from smelting copper-bear-
ing ores, The only stamp-mill of any
importance in operation is,at Hedley,
in the OUsoyoos Mining Division; which
‘mined and milled about 82,000 tons of
ore, from which was recovered about
$475,000.

Silver.,

The total amount of silver produced
in the province during the year 1907
was 2,745,448 ounces, valued at $1,703,-
825, a decrease in amount of 244,814
ounces and in value of the product of
$193,495,

About 72 per cent. of the silver pro-
duced is found associated with lead,
in argentiferous galena, the remainder
being found in conjunction with cop-
per-bearing ores,

The Slocan district, including Ains-
worth Mining divigion, provided 32 per
cent. of the total provincial output and
Fort Steele mining division 30 per cent.
all from argentiferous galena, although
the output of both these districts is less
than it was last year.

Lead.

There was produced in the province
during 1807 about 47,738,703 pounds of
lead, having a market value of $2,291,-
458, a decrease, as compared with the
preceding year, in amount of 4,669,514
pounds, and in value of $376.120.

Copper.

The output of copper for 1907 was
40,832,720 1bs., having a gross value of
$8,166,5644. This output is not quite as
great as that of the preceding year,
which is to be accounted for by the fact
that the larger copper-producing mines
were only run for about nime months
of the year, the smelters having been
shut down, at least partially, for a
month in the spring, owing to a short-
age of the coke stpply, while in the
fall the drop in the price of copper, ac-

westgrn slope of the mountains is in
this province. and hera there are three

companied by the financial depression
jn the Hast, cloged the mines for an-

States, The production of. coke in 1907

other two

output was greater than ever before
for a similar period.

The most serious falling off in pro-
duction has been in the Coast district,
while the greatest increase has been
made in. the Rossland camp, followed
by the Nelson division, in a lesser de-
8ree,

The average assays of the copper
ores of the various camps, based upon
the copper recovered, were as follows:

Boundary, 1.3¢ per cent. copper;
Coast, 1.99 per cent.,- and Rossland,
0.885 per cent. copper,

Othen ﬂnerals.

There has been practically no iron ore
mined in the province this past year,
with the exception of some 1,500 tons
of bog iron_ore mined and shipped from
Quatsino sound, which deposit ha.ylgg
been found unprofitable owing to its
shallowness, was then abandoned.
From the numerous known deposits of
magnetite no ore was shipped, although
considerable work, of & prospecting na-
ture, was done.

The mining of zinc ore has been
practically at a standstill. The Lucky
Jim mine, in the Slocan, shipped some
1,120 tons of. ore, which had been
mined during 1906, but no fresh mining
was done. Certain mines in the Slocan
district produced .small quantities of
zinc blénd as concentrates, separated
from argentiferous galena as a by-
product, but this ore has not, as yet,
been sold or treated.

Considerable work has been done on
the' old Blue Bell mine, opposite Ains-
worth, and a large quantity of zinc ore
developed, for the treatment of which
a concentrator is now in process - of
erection. ;

The Zinc Smelter, erected at Frank,
in Alberta, for'the treatment of British
Columbia zinc ores, has not, as yet,
been started,

The Canada Zinc Co., Limited, has
begun the building of a small plant at
Nelson, - désigned to treat the complex
salena-zinc blénde ores of the Slocan
district by a process of electric smelt-
ing under the Snyder patents, whereby
it is hoped to recover the lead and zinc
in the metallic state, and also save the
silver contents with the lead. The elec-
tricity for the process is to be obtained
from Bonnington falls. The tightness
of ‘'the money market delayed the con-
struction of the plant, but the provin-
cial legislature, at its 1908 session, ad-
vanced a loan of $10,000 to aid in com-
pleting the plant, it

Platinum is Known to exist in various
parts of the province, assoclated with
placer gold in alluvial workings, but it
has as yet been mined only as a by-
product, and as the placer working in
these particular districts has this year
been slight, no appreciable production
of platinum has been made.

The province abounds in quarry sites
from whicli' excellent building stone
could be obtalned, and doubtless will as
soon as bulld;ng‘)' n stone becomes more
general, but at present very little stone
is used in tHe Interior, except for spe-
cial works. On the ¢oast, building in
stone has become more general, and
several very good quarris of sandstone,
granite and andesite have been opened
up on tide water. In a previpus report
of this bureau g detailed description
was given of the more important quar-
ries.

The manufacture of red brick is, in-
creasing rapidly to supply an increased
demand. Suitable clay deposits are
found in all districts, but the manufac-
ture on any important scale has been
naturally confined to the vicinity of the
larger towns and cities. For the most
part, the outlay is the product of small
brickyards, although two or three larg-
er yards have been establfshed near
Vancouver,

The fire brick plant at Comox, form-
erly supplied with clay from the ad-
jacent coa]l mines, has not been worked
lately, but the coal mines shipped some
488 tons of fire clay, to be used in the
manufacture of pottery.

At Clayburn, near Vancouver, g very
good deposit of fire clay exists, from
which a good quality of pressed brick
and fire brick is being made.

The Silica Brick and Lime Co. has
built and is operating a plant near Vie-
torig for the manlfacture of lime-silica
brick. The output of the plant for the
portion of the year 1907 that is has been
in operation was, approximately, 1,100,-
000 brick. The brick is of a light gray
color and serves as a front brick, and is
sold at about $15 a thousand.

The manufacture of lime is earried on
in a small way at a number of points,
while at Victoria, on Saanich arm, on
Texada island, near Vancouver, and
elsewhere, are kilns making a consid-
erable output. . The greater part of the
production is made on the coast, where
the limestone deposits are particularly
pure, vielding a lime of exceedingly
'good quality.

The only company actually producing
cement in British Columbia is the Van-
couver Portland Cement Co., with
works at Tod inlet, on the Saanich
arm, about thirteen miles by road from
Victoria. The company sold in 1907
some 143,226 barrels (350 Ibs.) of Pert-
Jand cement, of a total value of $215,000,
of which quantity 125,000 barrels were
used in the province. The capacity of
the plant now constructed and in opera-
tion is considerably greater than this
output would indicate, as about 300,000
barrels can be turned out in the year.

No successful, or very serious, at-
tempts have as yet been made in the
province at drilling for petroleum. A
railway into the Flathead country will,
in all probability, be built within &
couple of years to certain coal fields on
the south fork of Michel creek, and,
when this is completed, doubtless some
serious attempt will be made to de-
velop the oil fields believed to exist in
that section of the province.

L Coal ‘Mining.

Dealing with the question of coal
mining the report says:

The general wave of commercial pros-
perity which ushered in the year 1907
carried .the production of coal in Brit-
ish Columbia to a point higher than it
had ever before reached, although the
wave "did recede before the year was
much more than half spent., During
the first half of the year the collieries
were taxed to their utmost, or at least
would have been, such was the demand
for coal, but that the transporting rail-
ways failed lamentably to supply cars,
and the labor market to provide men
enough to mine the quantity of coal
desired.

* Shortly after the middle of the year
the financial stringency in the East,

3

combined with the great drop in the

months the mines were in operation the | itself felt in the West by the retarding

of all industrial enterprises, more par-
ticularly as affecting the coal consump-
tion, by the shutting down of most of
the smelters in the country and of the
mines dependent on them. These con-
ditions were more keenly felt by the
collieries of the Interior, while the
Coast collieries, whose chief export
market is San Francisco, felt and
shared the financial depression that
city so early manifested; added to these
difficulties the coal mines in the Orient
——Australia and Japan—in the expecta-
tion of a shortage of coal here, rushed
in to' San Francisco and Puget Sound
ports large shipments of coal which,
arriving as they did on a market which
had suddenly diminished, served to
glut thé market, with the result that
the coast collieries were forced *to
slacken, and, in some -cases, suspend
shipments during the last months of the
vear, and, as the returns show, put
much of their product of both coal and
coke into stock.”

The production of the collieries of the
province in the year 1907 was greater
than that of any preceding year, and
amounted to 1,800,067 tons of coal, hav-
ing a value of $6,300,235, to which must
be added a production of 222,913 tons
of coke, worth $1,337,478. As compared
with the preceding year, these figures
represent the following increases:—

Coal, increased in quantity, 18.6 per
cent. and in value, 38.6 per cent.

Coke, increased in quantity 10.6 per
cent. and in value, 34.2 per cent,

Increase in value of coal and coke,
37.7 per cent. ;

The producing collieries during 1907
were practically the same asg in the
previous year, viz.: The Crow’'s Nest
Pass collieries in the Rocky mountains

coal field, in the south-eastern portion’

of the province, and on Vancouver Isl-
and the Western Fuel Co:'s collieries
at Nanaimo, and the Wellington Col-
liery Co.’s collieries at Extension and
Comox.

In addition to these older producers,
a new colliery—the Middlesboro Col-
liery in the Nicola valley—began to ship
coal towards the end of the year, pro-
ducing about 11,000 tons, while three
small\ collieries were ‘opened up near
Nanaimo, which, although not as yet
contributing much to the provincial
output, gives promise of greater things
in the future.

Although at present the supply seems
to be In excess of the demand, this con-
dition cannot long remain in the face
of the rapid development of the whole
Pacific Coast, the greater portion of the
whole supply for which must be ob-
tained from British Columbia,

The gross amount of coal mined in
the province during the year 1907 was
2,219,608 tons (2,2401bs.), an increase over
the preceding year of 320,532 tons, or
about 17 per cent.

Some 419,541 tons of this coal was
made into eoke, of which there was pro-
duced 222,913 long tons.

Soon Preducing.

The Pacific Coal Company, a subsi-
diary compahy of the Canadian Pacific
rallway, says the report, owns large
coal areas at Hosmer, ¢n ‘the line of
the C. P. rallway, -a féw miles north
of Fernie, and adjacent to the lands of
the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Co. This
eolliery has been under process of
equipment for the past two years, and
would have been shipping before this,
but for somé legal obligation not to
enter the market before 1908.

The various coal seams developed by
the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company
on the adjacent areas are here found
dipping at a high angle into the hill,
outcropping high up on the mountain.
To reach these seams the company has
driven in two large parallel tunnels
through rock, starting at a point well
above the valley but below the out-
crops. These tunnels cut the coal seams,
at a distance of from 1,300 to 1,600 feet
in, nearly at right angles, and from
these main tunnels workings are be-
ing started off on either side at each
seam. S e

The tipples and other plant, as well
as the coke ovens, are on a bench
slightly above the general valley of
Elk river, and down to this level the
coal will be lowered from the. tunnel
mouth. by an incline some 4,000 feet
long.

By the end of the year the plant and
equipment were nearing completion,
the mines being sufficiently developed
to begin large shipments at any time,
and during the coming year should
make a large output.

The management of the property is
in the hands of Mr. R. G. Drinnan, who
for some years past has successfully
filled the position of manager and gen-
eral superintendent of the Crow’s Nest
Pass collieries.

In the Nicola valley the Diamond
Vale Colliery has been opened up to a
certain extent, and has made small
shipments since the ‘close of the year.

On Vancouver Island three new col-
lieries have been opened up this year.

Coal Prospects.

Of the coal prospects seriously de-
veloped, but not as yet approaching
the shipping stage, probably the most
important are up the valley of the Elk
river, above Michel ecreek, in East
Kootenay, on the western slope of the
Rockies. Here there are a number of
areas owned by vapiolis companies, but
the Imperial Coal & Coke Company’s
properties are probably the most de-
veloped, and there is little doubt but,
that within a year or so, a railway will
be built up the valley of the Elk which
will enable them to ship their coai.

No important developments have oc-
curred in the southern portions of what
is known as the Flathead district, but
in the northern part of the district, on
the south fork of Michel] -creek, Mr.
Corbin, of Spokane, and associates have
done some important work and, having
secured a railway charter, are expected
to very soon begin serious development.

Coal has been discovered on Bear
river, a tributary of the Fraser river
entering abave Fort George, and near
the line of the G. T. P. railway, but
this discovery requires to be developed.

The lignitic coal beds near Princeton
remain undeyeloped, but, as the con-
struction of a railway to that point is
nearly completed, development of these
coals will not be postponed much
longer.

To the west of Princeton, at the head
of Granite cregk, once a well-known
placer gold stream, extensioms of the
coal beds first discovered at Collins
gulch have been prospected, with re-
sults which are encouraging,

The coal fleld on the Telkwa river,
in the Bulkley valley; 18 stlll guite un-
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months, TFor the nlne' arket price  of metals, began to make ?developed, but other small areas have

tbeen discovered in the district.

The older known coal areas on the
*Queen Charlotte islands have remain-
sed unprospected and undeveloped, but
gsome new areas have been located on
'Skidegate channel, on which a small
f2mount of prospecting has been done.

On Malcolm island and on the adja-
Ycent shore of Vancouver island the coal
{areas, long known to exist there, are
{being prospected by diamond drilling.

On th\e west arm of Quatsino Sound
la new poal area has been discovered
‘and a small amount of prospecting
tdone, which is more fully described on
‘pages 150-161 of this report,

The total output of. the different
«companies 1s shown to have been as
'follows during the year 1907:

Western Fuel Company,
tons of coal.

Wellington Colliery Company, 824,138
tons of coal and 16,372 tons of coke.

Gilfillan Colliery, Macgowan & Co.,
2,848 tons of coal.

South Wellington coal mines of Vie-
toria, of which John Arbuthnot is
president, 575 tons of coal.

Vancouver-Nanaimo Coal Mining
Company, of Vancouver, 156 tons of
coal.

Nicola Valley Coal & Coke Co., of
Vancouver, 10,868 tons of coal.

Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company,
876,731 tons of coal and 206,541 tons of
coke.

HOW GRAND FORKS
PASSED EMPIRE DAY

504 292

Occasion Was ‘Celebrated by
Sports and Other Interest-
ing Features.

Grand Forks, May 28.—Although the
weather was showery, the Victoria Day
celebrations at Grand Forks were
crowned with success. The long pro-
gramme of sports ‘was run through
without a single hitch. The principal
horse race was won by Joe Seals, of
Colville, Wash., who with his Esther
Blake mare, carried off first prize in
the free-for-all race, while Buster
Brown, a local favorite, got second
prize. In the gentleman’s driving race
Dan Patch, owned by J. A, Long, won
the half-mile race against three eom-
petitors. The rough riders prize was
bestowed on W. McAllister, a local
rider. .

At the foot racing contests Fred
Brouillette, a local sprinter, won the
quarter-mile race, as well as the 100-
yard dash. The automobile race creat-
ed a great deal of interest and was
won by Assistant Superintendent W.
A. Williams, of the Granby smelter,
who distanced with apparent east his
cpponent, Superintendent Hodges. Mr.
Williams made the distance of a mile
in one minute and fifty-eight seconds.
TFhe baseball match was a little too
easy for the Gateway team-to be inter-
esting, as the Grand Forks boys scored
five against Danville, the latter fail-
ing -to score at ail.

In addition to these matches the pro-
gramme was bristling with many other
interesting features that were very en-
tertaining. In the evening a display of
fireworks was presented that would
have done credit to a city of much
greater pretensions than Grand Forks.
Many visitors from outside towns were
present on this occasion and a general
good time by all present was experi-
enced.

FOR CHILD CRIMINALS.

Vancouver Takes Steps to Establish
Juvenile House of Detention.

Vancouver, May 29.—The initial
steps toward the establishment of a
juvenile house of detention was taken
by the civic fire and police committee
yesterday afternoon through the  de-
signation of a sub-committee to look
into the question of renting a suitable
house for temporary quarters and the
method of caring for the institutioy’
This action was taken after a de
tion from the Juvenile Protectiye As-
sociation, composed of F, C. Wale, K.
C., E, W, Leeson, H, H., Beatt
Adjutant Collier had pressed upo:
city the need of immediately conform-
ing to the Dominion and provincial
laws regarding dealing with juveniles.
Mr, Wade said that. his organization
was now pressing for reform in the
treatment of juveniles, but that, in
view of the strong presentment of the
grand jury concerning the fitness of
the present jail for adult prisoners,
the committee might well take up this
question later.

JAP SAYS HE WAS ROBBED,

Unarmed Men Hold Him Up and Get
$800 Is His Story.

Vancouver, May 29.—A Jap named
Fukishima reported to the police last
night that twg men had robbed him of
$680 and his Pold watch, which was
worth $125. Fukishima was going to
his boarding house at the Salmon Arm
Lumber Company’s mill about 10.45
o'clock, and when between Chinatown
and Cambie street bridge, south of the
C. P. R. tracks, near the stone works,
he was suddenly approached by two
men. They quickly knocked him down,
-went through his pockets and secured
all his cash and his watch. After they
disappeared he found his watch chain
and locket lying om the ground. The
locket is set with a diamond and with
the chain is valued at $260.

Fukishima had supper at a restaur-
ant in the Chinese quarter and it is
thought that his assailants followed
him from there. He stated that the
reason he had such a2 large sum of
money with him was because he had
been saving in order to 8o home to
Japan in the near future. He could
give no description of the highway-
men, but said they were not armed.

CHURCH CHANGES NAME,

Vancouver, May 29.—Central Metho-
dist church is the name now applied by
the British Columbia conference to the
church formerly known as  Princess
street. A change became necessary
through the change of the name of the
street to Pender street east, and the
representatives of the other Methodist
churches concurring the name of the
church was changed to Central. Plans
are being made to make this church
increasingly effective in its operations
#nd the workers have large hopes of a
most sugcessful year,

MIDNIGHT BLAZE
IN VANCOUVER

Cigar Store and Cafe Badly
Damaged—Firemen’s
Hard Fight.

Vancouver, May 29,—Shortly after 12
o’clock last night fire broke out i 3
basement of the Arcade block on II
ings street, ruined the stock in Pad-
more’s cigar store, burned through
floor of the Baltimore cafe, and fi
all the stores in the building
smoke. After a hard fight the fire
partment got the blaze under control
and saved the building. The loss is es-
timated at several thousand dollars,
The fire was discovered by Nightwatch-
men “McAllister and Dea, who pron

ly turned in an alarm. The fire
partment quickly responded and tur
out in fine style. The police, upon t
arrival upon the scene, roped in the
street and kept back the curious sight-
seers who, in spite of the lateness of
the hour, congregated in large num-
bers. The street cars were not allowed
to proceed, and every possible precau-
tion was taken. Dense volumes of
smoke poured up from the basement
and rolled across the street, and for a
few minutes it looked as if a serious
firg would result, The prompt action of
the nightwatchmen, however, gave the
firemen a chance to get to work before
the flames could make much headway,
and after a hard struggle they checked
their progress.

The fire broke through the floor of
the Baltimore cafe, but did not gain a
hold in the cigar store, It is thought to
have originated in the basement of the
cafe, as the range is situated there.
All the stores in the Arcade were filled
with smoke, but the most serious dam-
age was done in the cafe and in Pad-
more’s cigar store. Some time after
the flames had been checked the fire
broke out again. Some of the flames
had shot up to the roof of the cafe,
and these burst out, but the firemen
soon extinguished them.

The Baltimore cafe was closed at
12 o’clock, and everything appeared to
be all right then, The nightwatchmen
discovered the fire a few minutes later,

SMALLPOX IN MAINLAND,
Camp Near New Westminster Is Quar-
antined.

New Westminster, May 29.—One hun-
dred men employed in a camp at Mur-
ray’s corners, Langley, have been
placed in quarantine by the provincial
police, owing to a straggler who had
spent a couple of days at that point
being afflicted with smallpox. The vic-
tim of the contagious disease is at pres-
ent an inmate of the Vancouver isola-
tion hospital, where he went of his
own accord towards the end of last
week.

None of the men in the camp are ap-
parently afflicted with the disease, but
the quarantine has been enforced as a
measure of protection. No one is al-
lowed to enter or leave the camp. Food
and supplies are placed at a pre-ar-
ranged spot some distance away, and
taken from there to the camp by one
of the three provincial police officers
who has been assigned to see that the
quarantine is not bruken by any or the
men. All letters are fumigated before
being mailed, and other strict precau-
tions are taken to prevent the spread
of the disease. Everyone in the camp,
including the police, has been vaccin-
ated.

DOMINION COPPER
MINES MAY RESUME

Financial Position of Company
Has Improved Consider-
ably Recently.

Rumor of the resumption of opera-
tions by the Dominion Copper Com-
many, has been revived this week with
an unusual persistency, says the
Boundary Creek Times, of Greenwood.
This is due partly to the general open-
ing up of the industry and partly to
the good news that the position of the
Dominion Copper Co. has improved ma-
terially in the past fortnight.
Manager Thomas, when asked of the
situation, said: Everything is look-
ing much brighter now. The money
necessary to meet the interest on the
ionds, which comes due on June Ist,
has already been pald over. W2 are
still keeping all the mines in shape and
have several thousand tons of ore,
enough for about five days, at the
smelter, as well as a large supply of
coke.”

Mr. Thomas continued to say that as
yvet no word had been received giving
him instructions to resume, but this
might come at any time; and that
when it does come, the smelter can go
into commission almost as soon as a
force can be gathered to operate it.

AT THUNDER MOUNTAIN.

Grand Forks, May 28.—Word has
to-day reached here from Thunder
Mountain, 20 miles north of Franke
lin Camp, that many prospecting oute
fits are now just waiting for the snow
to leave when they will start an ag-
gressive form of prospecting on that
mountain. At present from four to
six feet. of snow is in that region, dut
this summer promises to be very
lively in this high-grade silver camp.

NORTH VANCOUVER FERRY CO.

North Vancouver, Ma'y 29.—The
North Vancouver city council last night
issued instructions to its solicitors to
commence an action for $2,000 damages
against the North Vancouver Ferry &
Power Company for 400 trips advertised
and not made and a good deal of inter-
est was evinced by the ratepayers, 2
large number of whom attended‘tha
meeting. i

NANAIMOITE SHOT DEAD.

Dawson, May 28.—Gus. Lawles was
shot twice through the head at Chicken
ercvx and instantly killed by George
Matheson. Lawles came from Nanalmo,
‘where he was a coal miner. He has

a brother at Forty-Mile,
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Manitoba Wire Pullers
Travesty From Spect
Gallery.

Ottawa, May 29.—In the
Gazette (Conservative) of May
following appeared in a dispa
the Ottawa correspondent of
per:

“Then, at 4.30 a. m., when
was streaming in through the
the government gave up the fig
one cent was passed, and thd
was made by Mr. Fielding
committee rise. Mr. Paterson
other plaintive appeal for hid
There was a laugh from the o
and a handful of tired memH
through the swinging doors i
see the rising sun gild the t
the main tower.”

Note the exultation expre
every line of this choice litt
graph. Note that ‘“not one d
passed,” although it was plain
government was making every
get money for the employeed
various departments. Note, a
Hon. Mr. Paterson’s request fd
for his officials was received
laugh from the opposition.”
huge joke it must be for the gr
servative party in the House
mons—the joke of withholdi
thousands of faithful employd
wages; the joke of depriving
men and children depending up
employees of the necessaries
And the readers of the oppos

b Pers are told that the requew

miniSter of cistoms for supply
with a laugh. Here is what

| ister said:

“1 have no desire to keep ti
late, but I will tell you how
stands. I want to get $2,074,5
all in one item, it generally pa
that. 'We are only asking for
necessary. To-day we- sho
drawn our cheques to pay ou
officers. I suppose there are 9
who, if you do not give t
money, will have to go with
pay. 'The hon. gentleman spea
it being un-Christian to sit lati
it not be more un-Christian t
in the position of being unab
men who, we have been told
have been faithful men and
well earned their wages? Af
S0 far as I am concerned, An(

I have my colleagues and 't}
minister with me, I will make)
to get the money, so that t
“who are under my charge cann
rate lay the blame upon me i
without the wages which t
fairly earned. I will give whi
nations members may desire.
there are a hundred men in
alone who will have to go wi
Pay they have earned if I d
this money, and others are
Irom the Atlantic to the Pal
many of them, as hon. gentle
site know, do not get salaries
able them to do without the|
When it is due. Therefore I
stay long ‘enough at any ra
those gentlemen know that t
this department is not to bla
do not get their money.”

And there was a laugh froj
Position, according to the Ga
regpondent.” But there is a
about this laughter, Even
members on Mr. Borden's si
House are becoming disgustd
indefensible holdup, and one
€St men was heard to remaf
day: “It'g sickening busines
wish T were out of it. I don’f
Proposition of the opposition
by the premier of Manitoba,”
thiiu! Tory scents danger.

- these obstruction tacties
wmahchange in the ruleg of t
friercld Wwill - curtail the scop
now:t}r::; tg}}‘mrrma warfare.
@ people will pla

;X;Onslblllty where it belongs,

8 party will be annihilate
wHi‘!‘e Is the issue: The g

ants voters to have a fair o
a;C;Doses to provide this by I4
the CI:I Will prevent the manip
e 8t by unscrupulous polit
o Ward heeler type. The ¢

embers, inspired by the
nmoanlpulators from Manitoba
>, “Wish to surrender complef
. ;ts that have been beaut
W!tr]lqdertu"y “arranged’) der
b rawal of this legislatio
ot 1hold up the wages of the
Cor: oyees. The government
“qtspromlse, to leét the judges
Pl thus removing the whol

om the realm of partisan p
oPposition (still under the thu
eamtoba manipulators) refus

T. It wants to dictate.

Cu? rather extraordinary in
tobh’ed during the recent visit
Otta 8 Premier and attorney-4
lataw'a' From their places in
Pec(t)lrs 8allery they could be)
iy Ng the operations of M
iy his followers; making
e Ing notes by pages, and
roy. funning the Tory paj
M Eramme, What would
acdonald have said could he
gradation of his p

BIr Wiierla Laurier and his




