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‘Then the Americans began to feed
" us, and that saved thousands of lives.

i tmspeakable arrogamnce ~of their first
i onetaught and threat toward the par-

. ‘war that rests heavily on my con-
phsolved,

. pommander sought me and said that
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yult {The battle of the open fieids is more

‘declared, “and
All France shall
” WL ‘
‘Pale, drawsi and old, as was the
Py pver the loss he seemed imbued
with sudden, deflant strength as he
himself to his full height and

ht five years and
more if necessary, Sometimes they
faughed scornfully at this, but lately
they could not contain their fury that
4the war was lasting so long:”’
4 People Suffered Much

“Anhd did the people suffer much?”

e was asked.

“Ah yes,” he replied. . “Our food did
mot last long. Then we h to work
for the Germans and take what they

ave us. Sometimes it was S0

at even the cats refused to eat it.

Onr people are very sgrateful.

“Buf 1 s net dwell on the physi-
cal eide today, but speak of the mental
and moral anguish we endured, for it
seemed 1ike the span of a hundrad
years, It has Icft us all but imbecillic,

gearce pan keep my vagrant thoughts
together.”

Last Sunday when early mass was
over, the German commandant at
Voyennes app: at the church with

party af so'diers pedring petrol cans.

e bluntly told the priest that he was

red of the war and as one means of
bringing the end nearer, he was go-
ing to burn the church, The priest
thought it was a cruel jest until he
mas escorted to his house and held
there. He was compelled to look on
mpotently ‘while the inflammable
iguid was spraved about and the
torch applied in a dozen places, Oof
all the ancient interior, only the
wooden crucifix against the alter wall.
by strange freak, escaped the flames.
late at night the Germans rode away.
Not another building. in all Voyennes
was touvched. >

German Spirit Breaks.

“But,” said the old priest, “I lived to

Bee the German spirit break, from the

$sh, until @ few days ago an officer
met me in the street and said: ‘Father,
¥we are lost. I have done much in this

Belence, but I have done it under or-
ders, I dare not disobey.’
“f told him that he surely would be
for he was not.to blame.
here were others of higher station
who must make answer to-their God.

 plcturesque -than that of the mifxed

position,  but people ‘back ‘fome
whoge sone a;roq‘;osng‘ ‘their share all
around this spot to make the' enemy
sorry that he invaded Frdnce, and
who at this moment in 10,000 churches
are praying for their saiety, may be|
inte in the sights and sounds of
a modern. battlefieid. The sights are

40 a marvelous free.. From
the h t on which the situation of
our army is at present one can see
the promised land ' straight ahead,
where the towers of a cathedral well
within the German lines are piainly

visible.

A ridge which, stretches-to the right
is acarred with trenches, our own and
the enemy's, The ruins of a village
within oug lines look utterly wretched,
tho the shellfire blends harmoniously
in the grey-green of the early spring,.
more like the decaying relic of the
middle ages than that before the war
which sheltered two thousand people.
in all this spacious landscape, extend-
ing several miles north and south, no
human being is visible in the roads or
‘fields. Soaring nearby, einging as he
rises, and far above him the only sign
of the grim meaning -of this empty
countryside, three British planes wing

bad | their way over thie town to the enemy

front in pursuit of Germans who.were
lately, over our. lines, the drone of
whose engines is - still plainly A au-
dible. They look like clumps’ of trees,
curiously gaunt, but are too far dis-
tant to show the scars of frequent
bombardment.

‘any of the great battles

presence

observation balloons and.
eight acroplanes, patrolling
ette,” a - deceptive means of judging
what ‘is afoot; ‘The roar of the great
guns is continuous. There is more

-welght of projectiles nused by the enemy

and ourselves along this harrow front
> ras used ‘at ‘Waterloo or
! ' of ‘the past.
Many of.the guns are of the calibre
of ' nine inches and over, and the ex-
plosion of shells from. them fs fie
the eetting off of a blast in.a quarry,
Mingled “with ¢he noar of the heavy
artillery is the lighter sound of the
field guns, ‘and the sharp fusillade of
onr anti-aircraft guns fining at Ger-
man planes, and theirs at ours. With
the drone of aircraft and the rat-tat-
tat of the machine gurs could our
deaf -man hear, be would have mb
dotbt -of all that tens of thousands’of
men, invisible to the eye, were doing
their very best to kilk one . another,
while the tark still sbars and sings:
The thing w»eems monstrous, dn-
crédible, but the casualty lists prove
that death is reaping a harvest in
this’ seemingly deserted countryside.
One of the récent achievements of the
enemy of which he, doubtless, Is
has ‘been to destroy a part of
the famous old abbey towers, one of
the few relics of the middle ages re-
maining on this papt of dhe battle
front.
Stewart Lyen.

CANADIAN RAIDERS
HAVE STIFF FIGHT

Troops 'Go - Over Parapet,
Forcing Germans to Give

Way.

Canadian Headquarters in France,
via London, Mareh 26.—Sunday wea-
ther, with its drying.winds, permitted
the resumption of activity on the :Ca-
nadian front this morning with' one of
those typical raids which keep ¥Fritz
wakeful and anxious. The enemy
were on_the alert, and a stiff fight, took
place when a raiding party went
across into the Huns® térritory. The
enemy finally gave way, and '‘as he
fell back was caught under the bar-
rage of our guns and suffered . what
is believed to be material losses. No
prisoners were -taken by the Cana-
dians on this occasion.

The Germams on the front opposite
us are hard fighters. They even begin
to organize raids of their own, and

“When the Germans first came, the  the other night they reached a small

the people of Voyenmes had fired on
his troops and that reparations would
be demanded. It was the same old
ptory, and I to'd him it was a lie; that
we had no firearms; that if shots were
fired it was done by German troops
bs an excuse to make us suffer. The
commander did not carry out his
threat. We have had many command-
gers wince then, and, one and all, they

e ruled 'their mem with a disci-
Hino of iron. Some of the officers

outpost held by three men. They kill-
ed one and carried off the other two,

The news about Bapaume ' ridge
aroused intense interest in the Cana-
dian corps. Speculation has been rife
as to the probable point north of Ba-
paume on which the enemy will pivot
his retirement. .

The death of the Duchess of Con-
naught is regretted by all the Cana-
dian officers. Prince Acthur Jeft the
front for England on leave of absence

FERVOR FOR THE WAR
RUNS HIGH IN RUSSIA

Volynsky Guards March to Tau-
ride Palace to Express Loyalty.

London, March 26,—The Volusky
Guards, first regiment which declared
for the revolution, marched Monday
to the Tauride Palace to express loy-
alty to the government and the neces-
sity of carrying on the war to a vie-
torious end, says a Reuter Petrograd
despatch. The guards. carried anum-
ber of red banners and their band
played the “Marseillaise.” Among the
inscriptions on 'the banneérs were:
“Don’t betray your comrades in the
trenches,” “Make shells,”

A great crowd of peasants, soldiera
and workmen went singing and cheer-
ing to the house of the late Count
Tolstoi at Yasnaya Poliana and sent
a deputation to greet the widowed
countesh in behalf of the Russian peo-
ple. The countess was asked to come
out with the portrait of Count Tol-
stoi, and’ she complied. Thereupon
all knelt and chanted.

In South York.

South York wants to win the war mor;
than anything else.

South York thinks the only way to
win the war is by conscription.

South York is wondering if there is any
way of getting conlcrlp’tlon other than
by a national government to that end,
as in ‘England.

DINEEN’S FUR  SALE.

Store open at 10 o'clock thismorn.
ing, with an array of bargains in furs,

unparalieled in the history of retail

when the condition of the duchess be-
serious,

ted their subordinates like dogs. lcamo

hey said the mem were their slaves,

)

LA

Btewart Lyon. §

selling in Toronto. Prices are lower
than half the actual cost, Dineen’s,
140 Yonge street,

at 280 franes 40

ile flying in an aeroplane over the

millinery and blouses and men’s hats, |

French Retake Trench Occupied
By Foe North of Monastir.

' Paris, March 26.—A 'French official
communication says: .- .~ 7
‘Wastern theatre: Yesterday east of
Lake Doiran' a rald by the = British
troops permitted them o bring back
prisoners. In the region of Monastir
the enemy having caused the evecua-
tion on Manch 24, by medns of jets
of Mquid flame of one of ourstrenches,
which he occupied, was ' lateér driven
out by a counter-aftack.

. *“There was intermittent cannonad-
ing’ along the fromt on March 26.”

of grain and flour.

decree just issued forbids
The object of the
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|Foreign Control of British

e

Final Report of ‘mg‘@pl Comiil

mission Deals With Many
Trebldmg” .«

)

London, March 26.—via Reuter's

; velopment '

it is vital that the empire be place
in a position enabling it to resist any
pressure” which a foreign power or 2

| group ‘of  powers, could exefcise - in

timo. of .peace or war thru control of

essantial raw matérials and coramodi- |

tHes, . vii -l . v

1t recomenends that a complete survey
should accordingly be made of the
ratio between empire production and
empire requirements of such materials.

New Sources of  Supply.

‘With reference to such materials
and commodities as are mainly pro-
duced and controlled outside of the

(Concluded on Page 2, c«lmn 4).

LOAN OVER-SUBSCRIBED
BY A HUNDRED MILLION

Hon.W. T. White Pafticularly Grafeful Wifh Large
Number of Small Subscriptions—Canada’s Great-
est Achievement Next to Mobilizing Army.

By a Staff Reporter. )
Ottawa, March 26.—The third Can-
adian ‘war loan has been a third mag-
nificent success. It has‘ been, over-
subscribed by one-hundred million dol-
lars. The loan was issued on March
12, and in less than a fortnight appli-
cations aggregating over $260,000,000
reached the minister of finance. As a
result the banks will not. receive any
part of their sixty millions of sub-
seriptions. ‘ . Y
The folivwing official statement was
issued by the iainister of finance:
“While it will be some. days before
all applications in the mails and now
on their way irom all parts of Canada
will come to hand, we are able to an-
nounce officially: that the loan has been
oversubecribed by onz hundred million
dollars. This means that the banks
will receive no part ef their sixty mil-
ubscriptions, and that the
other large subscriptions will be sub-~
stantially scaled down on allotment.
This will make for a very strong finan=-
cial and market situation as Canadian
liquid bank funds will be conserved
for the general purposes of the com-
munity and the unsatisfied demand for
the loan should more than maintain
the issue price.. Applications will ag-
gregate over forty thousand, and it is
particularly gratifying to npote the in-
creasing number of small subscrip~

tcns.
Great Achievement.
“The result is & most notable
significant success for

by CanadGians. Tiiis would constitute
a very strong position, which we should
strive ©~ o our ~ utmost to at-
tain. The government is, of - course,
greatly gratified at the outcome.

‘Dhere is a great difference between
having +this loan an accomplished
fact behind us instead of an uncertain
probliem for the future.

Confidence Justified.

“If the government. had not the
gredtest confidence In the Canadian
people we should never have reached
the determination to launch the loan
at a time when the most powerful in-
terests in New York hesitated to bring
out the most attractive governmental
issues which had long been awaiting
flotation, We relled, firast upon the
patriotism of the Canadian peopie,
without wiich fhe issue could have
been only a pantial .or fragmentary
success. We relied, secondly, upen
the intrinsic menit. of the securities,
and the attractiveness of the rate at
which they were offered. No one par-

‘ticipating  in this issue will ever. hawve

bis motion. Our most

including the provincial governments,
municipalities, insurance and fraternal

eavily Important
foncler new loan of 600,000,000 francs,| - N aaryit

‘ . centimes for a 300 francs bond, closed
ptions exceed 4,600,000,000 francs. :

. Prussian Prince’s Injuries Fatal
o, March 27.—~The Daily Express says it learns that Prince
o o , who was reported in a Madrid despatoh as hav-
BT eny by skcacy ok
ear Peronne, has died of his injurigs.

semi-open - fighting -and took ample: advantage of
| pivot of the

Strong Attack—Bombing Assa
Enemy Near Cambrai is Dispe

! & r % -'} * ,. 3 {¥ = 1 ¥ ‘ bt s - 25 : ! “" %2
.Ruus, ‘March 26.—Tho strongly opposed by the Germans, the French

troops today occupied the Towns of Folembray and La Feuillee,
A3 i ‘ by Y

‘south of the Coucy forest, says the official statement ‘issued by

of our machines are missing. . = s T s

Writing from the French front on Sunday a correspondent for the
Associated Press says: : Sy IRl
French troops hed a chance today-to show their dash and skill in
e of it. At the southern
sd-called - Hindenburg line, which is supposed to be about

at Nailly,'they came to grips on several occasions with the Germans, who
attémpted to make a stand on the edge of the Crouy Plateau, which is a4

strong offshoot of the still larger Laon Plateau. The Associated Press -
correspondent - watched today’s engagement from a mearby | . snd
saw the French soldiers graduaily push away the German opposition snd
attain the points they were seeking to occupy with a precision little, short
of marvelous, The French had kept close on the heels of the retiring -
Germans since they quit Soissons, never giving them s moment’s respite
until the pursuers oecupied the sort of triangle formed by the three points
of Crouy, Missy-Sur-Aisne and Pont Rouge, on the Maubeuge r ,"pl"“' A
the last named the Germans evidently expected tozcesse thelr : )
as was shown by their abandoning the useless work of eswing down
fruit trees. : : i ; :

It was this wanton devastation by the Germans in the !onntry around
Soissons and other places which so incensed the French infantry, com-
posed mostly of peasants and farmers, that they could scarcely be re-
strained from a desperate rush’ forward after the retreating foe. But
prudence . prevailed and careful handling enabled them eventually to
capture from the Germans many positions which had been prepared for
stern defence, such as Vuillery and Pont Rouge. ;

As the correspondent witched thé countryside over which the attack-

ing troops were proceeding mot a vestige could be seen of the advanecing

men on foot. They trickled thru under cover of the brushwood until they 4

had assembled in sufficient strength and near enough for striking & blow.
Meanwhile German airmen circled overhead unsble to locate them, Then
an inferno of artillery fire broke forth froni the French guns, after which
a final spurt by the infantry carried the position, which on this occasion
was & big farm house nesr Mafgival. This was held in the face of des-
perate counter-attacks. ‘ : p 5 e
The Germans themselves had few. trenches in this vicinity, relying
for the most part on organized cewtres of resistance, and their heavy
artillery. / ~ :
. The correspondent had come up from Soissons thru a territory laid
waste as had been the countrysidé everywhere else where the Germans'
had been forced to vacuate. Solssons itself is still bombarded almost
daily and the final effort, before the Germans left the adjacent trenches
on March 18, was an endeavor to.set fire to the town and the miuch-
battered cathedral. The latter was showered with incendiary shells, but
these died out without affecting the heavy stone roof. The remainder of '
the cathedral had been much damaged during the previous bombardment
and a German offfcer’s diary found in an abandoned battery position shows

that the sttempt to destroy it was methodical.

The French troops are enthusiastic over their recent successes in
omnmrohﬂmvmuty,md‘manﬂmn!moIthm'
the eapture of Pont Rouge by famous Alpine rifle corps.

The wmummam«,-mm
pletely destroyed on the eve of the rapid flight of the Germans. Of Ballly
Mrmdummmsmotnm Oﬂrahmuﬁ",
mmmmmmuuuuun?dm




